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PREFACE 


With  this  volume  the  National  Archives  and  Records  Administration  is  launching  the  publication  of 
a  major  research  aid,  "The  Trans-Mississippi  West,  1804-1912:  A  Guide  to  Federal  Records  for  the 
Territorial  Period. "  This  multi-volume  guide  is  intended  to  succeed  the  previous  letterpress  and  microfilm 
publication  of  documents  constituting  The  Territorial  Papers  of  the  United  States.  Rather  than  providing 
transcripts  of  selected  documents,  the  guide,  when  completed,  will  identify  and  describe  all  significant 
series  of  civil  and  military  records  relating  to  the  contiguous  States  and  Territories  carved  out  of  the  area 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  It  will  inform  researchers  of  the  nature  of  available  Federal  records  and 
their  location,  whether  in  the  Washington,  DC,  area  or  in  regional  archives. 

Guides  such  as  this  one  have  been  prepared  at  the  National  Archives  since  1940  when  the  first  Guide 
to  the  Material  in  the  National  Archives  was  published.  Over  time,  new  editions  of  this  general  guide 
have  been  published,  and  supplementary  guides  have  been  issued  that  focus  on  specific  portions  of 
Archives  holdings.  In  this  latter  category  are  the  Guide  to  Federal  Records  Relating  to  the  Civil  War 
(1962),  Guide  to  the  Archives  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  (1968),  Guide  to 
Materials  on  Latin  America  in  the  National  Archives  of  the  United  States  (1974),  Guide  to  Records  in  the 
National  Archives  of  the  United  States  Relating  to  American  Indians  (1981),  Black  History:  A  Guide  to 
Civilian  Records  in  the  National  Archives  (1984),  Guide  to  the  Holdings  of  the  Still  Picture  Branch 
(1990),  and  most  recently  American  Women  and  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces:  A  Guide  to  the  Records  of 
Military  Agencies  in  the  National  Archives  Relating  to  American  Women  (1992).  Also  compiled  by 
National  Archives  staff  but  published  privately  is  Documenting  Alaskan  History:  Guide  to  Federal 
Archives  Relating  to  Alaska  (Alaska  Historical  Commission  Studies  in  History  No.  23,  University  of 
Alaska  Press,  1982).  All  of  these  publications  are  designed  to  make  the  records  in  the  National  Archives 
better  known  and  easier  to  use. 

The  publication  of  this  initial  volume  of  the  guide,  focusing  as  it  does  on  records  of  the  Department 
of  State,  is  intended  to  alert  researchers  to  the  research  potential  of  records  created  by  those  Government 
agencies  that  perhaps  are  not  obviously  associated  with  the  American  West.  Users  of  this  guide  will  find 
that  the  records  described  herein  concern  far  more  than  the  diplomatic  history  of  national  expansion. 


Trudy  Huskamp  Peterson 

Acting  Archivist  of  the  United  States 


v 


INTRODUCTION 


The  interest  of  the  scholarly  community  in  documenting  the  westward  expansion  of  the  United  States 
was  recognized  as  long  ago  as  1911  when  the  Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington  published  David  W. 
Parker’s  Calendar  of  Papers  in  Washington  Archives  relating  to  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  (to 
1873).  Professor  J.  Franklin  Jameson  began  his  Preface  to  Parker’s  work  by  stating  that  archives  could 
be  exploited  "for  the  general  benefit  of  historical  students"  in  three  ways: 


The  first  process  is  that  of  the  preparation  and  publication  of  summary 
guides,  describing  in  general  terms  the  contents  of  domestic  or  foreign 
archives.  The  second  step  is  the  preparation  and  publication  of  minuter 
descriptions,  calendars  usually,  of  some  selected  archival  division  or 
some  special  class  of  documents  having  sufficient  importance  to  warrant 
treatment  so  detailed.  The  third  stage  of  operation  is  the  preparation  and 
publication  of  important  series  of  documents  in  full  text. 


The  title  of  Parker’s  publication,  of  course,  clearly  identifies  it  as  an  example  of  the  second  step. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Ralston  Act  of  March  3,  1925,  the  Department  of  State  launched  an 
ambitious  project  that  met  the  objectives  of  Jameson’s  third  stage:  the  preparation  and  letterpress 
publication  of  papers  relating  to  the  Territories.  The  first  volume  of  The  Territorial  Papers  of  the  United 
States ,  compiled  and  edited  by  Clarence  Edwin  Carter,  appeared  in  1934.  By  1950,  when  the  project  was 
transferred  from  the  Department  of  the  State  to  the  National  Archives  and  Records  Service,  General 
Services  Administration,  15  volumes  had  been  published.  Under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Archives, 
Carter  and  his  successor,  John  Porter  Bloom,  published  an  additional  13  volumes,  the  final  one,  the  third 
of  3  volumes  for  Wisconsin  Territory,  appearing  in  1975.  Wisconsin  became  a  State  in  1848.  By  that 
time,  the  quantity  of  material  relating  to  the  individual  Territories  had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
three  letterpress  volumes  for  Wisconsin  were  supplemented  by  a  microfilm  publication  (M236)  of  pertinent 
documents  that  totaled  122  rolls  of  film.  A  microfilm  edition  of  papers  for  Iowa  (M325,  102  rolls),  and 
less  complete  editions  for  Minnesota  (M1050,  19  rolls),  and  Oregon  (M1049,  12  rolls),  were  issued  after 
1975,  but  work  on  additional  letterpress  volumes  was  suspended. 

Since  the  sheer  volume  of  pertinent  materials  combined  with  high  production  costs  have  rendered 
impractical  the  comprehensive  publication  of  individual  documents  for  the  Territories,  the  National 
Archives  has  sought  other  ways  of  continuing  the  Territorial  Papers  project.  In  1989,  after  consulting 
with  concerned  representatives  of  the  historical  and  scholarly  communities,  the  Archivist  of  the  United 
States  authorized  a  project  exemplifying  Jameson’s  first  stage,  the  compilation  of  a  guide  to  provide 
information  about  those  holdings  of  the  National  Archives  and  the  regional  archives  that  relate  to 
Territories  not  covered  by  The  Territorial  Papers.  In  developing  the  prospectus  for  the  guide,  the 
"territorial  papers"  concept  was  more  or  less  discarded  in  favor  of  an  approach  that  provided  more 
uniform  coverage.  The  scope  of  the  guide  has  been  broadened  to  include  all  Federal  records  created 
during  the  period  bracketed  by  the  Louisiana  Purchase  in  1803  and  the  admission  of  New  Mexico  and 
Arizona  to  the  Union  in  1912  that  relate  to  all  of  the  contiguous  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
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This  change  in  concept  allows  for  coverage  of  Texas,  California,  and  Indian  Territory,  areas  that  did  not 
pass  through  the  formal  territorial  period  prior  to  statehood.  It  also  means,  of  course,  that  the  guide  will 
provide  a  general  view  of  records  relating  to  some  States  that  are  already  covered  by  The  Territorial 
Papers  letterpress  volumes,  as  well  as  to  those  that  are  not. 

The  objective  of  "The  Trans-Mississippi  West,  1804-1912:  A  Guide  to  Federal  Records  for  the 
Territorial  Period,"  is  to  identify  and  describe  those  records  created  by  both  civil  and  military  agencies 
and  organizations  that  obviously  include,  or  are  likely  to  contain,  documents  concerning  the  States  located 
beyond  the  Mississippi.  The  records  are  described  in  varying  levels  of  detail,  ranging  from  general 
summaries  of  content  to  lists  of  individual  file  titles,  an  approach  that  actually  combines  aspects  of 
Jameson’s  first  and  second  stages  of  description.  The  chapters  of  the  guide  presented  here  are  fairly 
representative  of  the  100  or  so  chapters  that  will  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  complete  guide.  They  form 
the  first  of  several  parts  based  on  executive  departments  or  subject  areas  that  will  be  issued  as  discrete 
publications.  These  five  chapters  cover  all  of  the  pertinent  records  of  the  Department  of  State,  the  agency 
that  first  undertook  the  task  of  publishing  The  Territorial  Papers  of  the  United  States.  One  of  these 
chapters  includes  a  description  of  records  relating  to  the  1893  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  held  in 
Chicago,  IL,  where,  on  July  12,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Historical  Association  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  exposition,  Frederick  Jackson  Turner  delivered  his  address  on  "The  Significance  of 
the  Frontier  in  American  History."  Also  at  that  meeting,  participants  who  attended  the  first  morning 
session  heard  a  discussion  of  "The  Value  of  National  Archives." 

The  National  Archives  and  Records  Administration  (NARA)  endeavors  to  keep  records  in  the  order 
in  which  they  were  maintained  by  the  creating  agency,  in  the  belief  that  this  best  preserves  their  integrity 
and  interrelationships.  The  agency  filing  systems  were  designed  for  administrative  purposes  and  not  for 
the  benefit  of  future  researchers.  A  major  reason  for  the  preparation  of  guides  such  as  this  is  to  assist 
subject-oriented  researchers  in  understanding  the  complexities  of  recordkeeping  systems  and  in  locating 
material  of  interest  among  the  vast  quantities  of  records  irrelevant  to  their  needs. 

The  arrangement  of  the  guide  is  by  record  group,  the  basic  organizational  unit  to  which  all  records 
in  the  National  Archives  are  assigned.  A  record  group  most  frequently  consists  of  the  records  of  a  single 
bureau,  but  the  records  of  the  head  of  an  executive  department  and  units  with  departmentwide 
responsibility  may  be  assigned  to  a  general  record  group,  such  as  General  Records  of  the  Department  of 
State  (Record  Group  59).  Records  of  a  number  of  agencies  are  sometimes  brought  together  on  the  basis 
of  similar  function  or  other  relationship;  an  example  of  such  a  collective  record  group  is  Records  of 
Boundary  and  Claims  Commissions  and  Arbitrations  (Record  Group  76).  Another  form  of  record  group 
is  General  Records  of  the  United  States  Government  (Record  Group  11),  which  consists  of  records 
collected  by  an  agency,  rather  than  created  in  the  course  of  business. 

Each  chapter  based  on  a  record  group  incorporates  data  gleaned  from  pertinent  descriptive  materials 
previously  produced  by  the  National  Archives,  usually  an  inventory  of  one  kind  or  another.  While  this 
guide  relies  heavily  on  inventories  for  content,  it  also  incorporates  information  taken  from  introductions 
to  relevant  National  Archives  microfilm  publications  and  entries  in  preliminary  checklists,  special  lists, 
and  subject  guides,  as  well  as  materials  produced  by  the  governmental  units  that  created  the  records.  All 
of  the  publications  used  in  compiling  these  chapters  are  cited  at  appropriate  places  in  the  text. 

Within  record  groups,  the  basic  archival  unit  of  control  for  records  is  the  series,  which  is  a  body  of 
records  arranged  in  some  serial  order  or  logically  grouped  together  for  some  other  reason.  As  noted 
above,  NARA  has  prepared  for  many  record  groups  inventories  that  describe  the  records  series  by  series. 
Common  to  all  types  of  inventories  is  the  series  entry,  which  includes  the  series  title,  covering  dates, 
quantity,  types  of  records,  and  perhaps  some  indication  of  content.  Although  most  of  the  records 
discussed  in  this  guide  are  also  described  in  inventories,  an  attempt  has  been  made  here  to  present  a 
different  viewpoint,  with  more  emphasis  on  subject  matter,  specific  examples,  and  practical  guidance  on 
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using  the  records.  The  discussion  of  basic  records  is  expanded  and  less  significant  records  are  treated 
more  summarily. 

In  this  guide,  series  titles  and  the  dates  of  the  records  constituting  the  series  appear  in  boldface  type. 
Information  about  the  volume  of  the  records  appears  in  parentheses  following  the  dates.  Volume  is 
usually  given  in  linear  feet  or  inches,  but  in  some  instances  the  number  of  items  or  images  is  given.  For 
ease  of  indexing  and  ready  reference,  the  paragraphs  are  numbered,  i.e.,  59.21,  with  59  being  the  record 
group  number  and  21  the  paragraph  number.  Tables,  with  titles  cross-referenced  to  explanatory 
paragraphs  in  the  text,  provide  either  specific  information  on  the  content  of  particular  series  or  general 
information  designed  to  facilitate  use  of  the  records. 

Many  series  of  records  having  high  research  value  have  been  microfilmed  by  the  National  Archives 
and  Records  Administration,  and  the  numbers  of  the  pertinent  microfilm  publications  are  given  in  the  text. 
Most  microfilm  publication  numbers  begin  with  the  letter  "M"  (M85),  but  some  begin  with  "T"  (T17). 
The  majority  of  the  "M"  publications  are  accompanied  by  descriptive  pamphlets  that  contain  thorough 
explanations  of  the  origin,  content,  and  arrangement  of  the  records;  the  "T"  publications  merely  reproduce 
documents  without  the  benefit  of  explanatory  introductions  or  notes.  All  of  the  microfilm  publications 
cited  in  the  text  are  listed  in  Appendix  A. 

The  National  Archives  of  the  United  States,  the  permanently  valuable  records  of  the  Federal 
Government,  are  housed  in  the  National  Archives  facilities  located  in  the  Washington,  DC,  metropolitan 
area,  and  in  12  regional  archives  whose  addresses  are  given  in  Appendix  B.  The  records  described  in 
this  guide  are  held  in  Washington,  DC,  but  many  of  the  microfilm  publications  cited  are  available  for  use 
in  the  regional  archives  (see  Appendix  A  for  specific  titles).  Additional  information  concerning  the 
distribution  of  reference  copies  of  microfilm  publications  is  provided  by  Special  List  45,  National  Archives 
Microfilm  Publications  in  the  Regional  Archives  System ,  compiled  by  Teresa  F.  Matchette  and  issued  in 
1990. 

Many  members  of  the  NARA  staff  have  helped  with  this  publication.  Formal  and  informal  finding 
aids  are  the  foundation  of  the  guide  and  the  staff  members  who  prepared  them  are  identified  in  appropriate 
places  in  the  text.  A  number  of  staff  members  read  and  commented  on  the  entries  in  this  volume,  while 
others  helped  in  locating  a  few  of  the  more  obscure  series;  special  thanks  are  extended  to  Richard  C. 
Crawford,  Suzanne  Harris,  J.  Dane  Hartgrove,  William  J.  Heynen,  Lori  Lisowski,  Katherine  G.  Nicastro, 
Ronald  E.  Swerczek,  and  William  J.  Walsh.  I  am  particularly  grateful  to  Timothy  L.  Wehrkamp  for  his 
assistance  in  identifying  and  describing  records  of  the  United  States  and  Mexican  claims  commissions. 
This  volume  was  edited  by  Judy  Miller  and  indexed  by  Susan  Carroll.  Credit  for  much  of  the  volume’s 
design  goes  to  Anne  Bruner  Eales  whose  diligence  and  good  humor  have  made  the  final  production  stages 
a  pleasure. 

Sharon  Gibbs  Thibodeau  has  supervised  this  project  since  its  inception.  Her  unflagging  enthusiasm 
and  encouragement  are  greatly  appreciated. 


Robert  M.  Kvasnicka 
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Record  Group  11 

GENERAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 


And  whereas  in  pursuance  of  the  Treaty  and  particularly  of  the  third  article  the  French  Republic  has  an  incontestible 
title  to  the  domain  and  to  the  possession  of  the  said  Territory  [Louisiana]— The  First  Consul  of  the  French  Republic 
desiring  to  give  to  the  United  States  a  strong  proof  of  his  friendship  doth  hereby  cede  to  the  said  United  States  in  the 
name  of  the  French  Republic  for  ever  and  in  full  Sovereignty  the  said  territory  with  all  its  rights  and  appurtenances  as 
fully  and  in  the  Same  manner  as  they  have  been  acquired  by  the  French  Republic  in  virtue  of  the  above  mentioned 
Treaty  concluded  with  his  Catholic  Majesty  [of  Spain]. 

Article  I,  Treaty  for  the  Cession  of  Louisiana,  April  30,  1803,  Treaty 
Series  86. 


Introduction 

11.1  On  September  15,  1789,  the  President 
approved  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  Acts,  Records  and  Seal  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes."  This  act  (1  Stat.  68)  changed 
the  name  of  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the 
Department  of  State  and,  with  later  acts,  gave  the 
Department  certain  domestic  functions.  Prominent 
among  these  were  those  functions  concerned  with 
preserving  the  records  of  the  Federal  Government. 

11.2  The  act  of  September  1789  gave  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  custody  of  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  and  responsibility  for  preserving  the  original 
acts  and  resolutions  of  Congress.  The  Secretary  of 
State  also  assumed  the  duty  of  the  former  Secretary 
of  Foreign  Affairs  to  preserve  and  publish  treaties 
with  foreign  countries.  A  law  of  April  20,  1818, 
established  the  procedure  for  the  ratification  of 
proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Sates  and  fixed  the  duties  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  publishing  and  certifying  amendments  as  part 
of  the  Constitution.  An  act  of  February  3,  1887, 
prescribing  certain  duties  concerned  with  the  election 
of  electors  to  choose  the  President  and  Vice 
President,  required  that  the  Governor  of  each  State 
send  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  certified  list  of 
Presidential  electors  and  that  the  Secretary  transmit 
copies  of  these  certificates  of  electors  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress. 

11.3  Until  1936  many  of  the  Presidential 
proclamations  and  Executive  orders  were  forwarded 
for  safekeeping  to  the  Department  of  State.  Since 
March  12,  1936,  under  authority  of  the  Federal 
Register  Act  of  July  26,  1935  (49  Stat.  500),  all 
Presidential  proclamations,  Executive  orders, 


administrative  rules,  regulations,  notices,  and  similar 
documents  "having  general  applicability  and  legal 
effect"  have  been  filed  with  the  National  Archives 
Federal  Register  Division  and  its  successors. 

11.4  The  series  of  documents  this  record  group 
comprises  are,  for  the  most  part,  those  that  by  law  or 
by  custom  were  kept  by  the  Department  of  State, 
although  they  may  have  originated  in  some  other 
office  or  branch  of  the  Government.  Included  are  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  Bill  of  Rights 
and  other  amendments,  and  related  records;  laws  of 
the  United  States  and  related  records;  international 
treaties  and  agreements,  including  postal  conventions; 
treaties  with  Indian  tribes;  Presidential  proclamations, 
Executive  orders,  and  other  Presidential  documents; 
rules  and  regulations  of  Federal  agencies;  electoral 
records;  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  United  States.  The 
records  accessioned  by  the  National  Archives  before 
1964,  including  all  those  that  are  pertinent  to  this 
guide,  are  described  in  some  detail  in  Preliminary 
Inventory  of  United  States  Government  Documents 
Having  General  Legal  Effect  (PI  159),  compiled  by 
Ralph  E.  Huss  and  published  in  1964. 

11.5  Related  records  in  other  record  groups 
include  correspondence  concerning  treaties  and  their 
ratification,  found  in  Record  Group  59,  General 
Records  of  the  Department  of  State,  and  in  Record 
Group  84,  Records  of  the  Foreign  Service  Posts  of 
the  Department  of  State.  Correspondence  concerning 
the  negotiation  of  treaties  with  Indian  tribes  is  found 
in  Record  Group  59  as  well  as  in  Record  Group  75, 
Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  in 
Record  Group  48,  Records  of  the  Office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Related  papers  concerning 
treaties  with  foreign  countries  and  with  Indian  tribes 
(before  1871)  are  in  Record  Group  46,  Records  of 
the  United  States  Senate. 
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11.6  Editorial  Note:  Many  of  the  documents 
described  in  this  chapter  have  been  printed  or  are  on 
microfilm.  When  such  copies  exist,  researchers  will 
be  required  to  use  the  printed  volumes  or  the 
microfilm  rather  than  the  original  documents.  Many 
records  included  in  Record  Group  1 1  originated  after 
1912,  and  they  are  not  described  here.  Unless 
otherwise  noted,  series  consisting  of  records  that 
originated  prior  to  1913  but  extending  beyond  that 
date  are  described  in  their  entirety.  No  attempt  has 
been  made  to  determine  what  part  of  such  series 
relates  to  the  pre-1913  period.  Only  a  few  nontextual 
records  are  included  in  this  record  group.  The 
cartographic  records,  although  filed  apart  from  the 
textual  records,  are  described  with  the  appropriate 
series.  None  of  the  photographic  records  are 
pertinent  to  this  guide. 

Treaty  Files 

International  Treaties 

11.7  Before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  establishment  of  an  executive  department 
concerned  with  the  conduct  of  foreign  relations,  the 
making  of  treaties  was  strictly  controlled  by  the 
Continental  Congress,  which  appointed 
commissioners  to  negotiate  treaties  on  the  basis  of 
specifically  prescribed  terms.  Under  the  Federal 
Government,  treaty  making  became  an  executive 
function,  usually  conducted  through  the  Secretary  of 
State.  The  Senate  participates  in  the  treaty  process 
through  its  power  of  "advice  and  consent. " 

11.8  Treaties  that  have  gone  into  effect,  together 
with  closely  related  papers  and  maps,  make  up  the 
series  of  perfected  treaties,  1778-1983  (256  ft.). 
Individual  treaties  and  their  accompanying  papers  are 
stored  in  boxes  specially  made  to  fit  the  dimensions 
of  the  largest  sheets.  The  treaties  are  arranged  by 
Treaty  Series  (TS)  number,  assigned  by  the 
Department  of  State.  Within  this  numbering  system, 
the  arrangement  is  alphabetical  by  country,  and 
thereunder  chronological,  through  TS  376.  The 
numbers  TS  377  through  TS  387  are  assigned  to 
multilateral  agreements;  thereafter,  the  arrangement 
is  roughly  chronological,  ending  with  TS  994  (see 
Table  11.8).  The  TS  numbers  include  "A"  numbers 
and  "fraction"  numbers.  Prior  to  1929,  the  Treaty 
Series  includes  not  only  perfected  international 
treaties  but  also  certain  Executive  agreements, 
unperfected  treaties,  and  awards. 


11.9  The  Treaty  Series  is  composed  of  two 
subseries,  designated  the  American  Original  File  and 
the  Exchange  File.  An  American  Original  File  exists 
for  almost  every  number  in  the  Treaty  Series.  This 
file  usually  contains  the  original  signed  treaty,  the 
attested  Senate  resolution  of  advice  and  consent  to  the 
treaty’s  ratification,  a  duplicate  of  the  U.S. 
instrument  of  ratification,  the  original  protocol  or 
procSs-verbal  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  and  the 
original  proclamation  of  the  treaty  by  the  President. 
An  Exchange  File  also  exists  for  most  of  the  numbers 
in  the  Treaty  Series.  This  file  contains  the  exchanged 
instrument  of  ratification  of  the  other  country  or 
countries  and  usually  includes  a  copy  of  the  text  of 
the  agreement. 

11.10  Many  of  the  treaty  files,  particularly  those 
of  the  earlier  treaties,  lack  one  or  more  of  the 
documents  they  should  contain.  Some  files,  however, 
include  additional  materials,  such  as  documentation  of 
the  full  powers  given  to  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
contracting  parties  to  negotiate,  sign,  and  exchange 
ratifications;  drafts  of  treaties;  Treaty  Series  prints; 
prints  of  Executive  documents;  and  memorandums. 
Some  files  may  also  contain  correspondence,  although 
correspondence  and  written  records  of  negotiations 
usually  are  filed  with  the  diplomatic  correspondence, 
and  in  some  cases  the  records  of  special  agents,  that 
are  part  of  Record  Group  59,  General  Records  of  the 
Department  of  State.  Some  treaty  files  also  contain 
maps,  but  the  large  maps  have  been  physically 
segregated.  Among  the  cartographic  records  that  are 
filed  separately  are  published  copies  of  the  1818 
edition  of  the  John  Melish  map  of  the  United  States, 
referred  to  in  the  1819  treaty  with  Spain,  and  the 
1847  edition  of  J.  Distumell’s  map  of  Mexico,  used 
in  preparing  the  Treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  1848. 

11.11  Included  in  this  series  are  the  treaties  with 
Great  Britain,  Spain,  France,  Mexico,  and  the 
Republic  of  Texas  that  governed  the  determination  of 
the  international  boundaries  of  the  Western  United 
States.  Also  included  are  treaties  with  Great  Britain 
and  Mexico  regarding  the  use  and  distribution  of 
boundary  waters;  the  1838  treaty  with  the  Republic  of 
Texas  regarding  claims  involving  the  brigs  Pocket 
and  Durango ;  the  1863  treaty  with  Great  Britain 
concerning  claims  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  and  Puget’s 
Sound  Agricultural  Companies;  and  numerous  treaties 
with  Mexico  pertaining  to  the  settlement  of  claims 
filed  by  citizens  of  both  the  United  States  and 
Mexico.  All  of  the  relevant  treaties  are  listed  in  the 
table  accompanying  this  chapter.  Texts  of 
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TABLE  -  11.8 

International  Treaties  Affecting  the  Trans-Mississippi  West,  1782-1910* 


TS  No. 

Statute 

Country 

Date 

Subject/Title 

102 

8  Stat.  54 

Great  Britain 

Nov.  30,  1782 

Preliminary 

Articles  of  Peace 

104 

8  Stat.  80 

Great  Britain 

Sept.  3,  1783 

Definitive  Peace 

105 

8  Stat.  116 

Great  Britain 

Nov.  19,  1794 

Jay  Treaty, 

Boundary 

325 

8  Stat.  138 

Spain 

Oct.  27,  1795 

Boundary,  Amity, 
and  Navigation 

86 

8  Stat.  200 

France 

Apr.  30,  1803 

Cession  of 

Louisiana 

109 

8  Stat.  218 

Great  Britain 

Dec.  24,  1814 

Treaty  of  Ghent 

112 

8  Stat.  248 

Great  Britain 

Oct.  20,  1818 

Convention 

327 

8  Stat.  252 

Spain 

Feb.  22,  1819 

Boundary 

202 

8  Stat.  372 

Mexico 

Jan.  12,  1828 

Apr.  5,  1831 

Boundary 

203 

8  Stat.  410 

Mexico 

Apr.  5,  1831 

Sept.  17,  1831 

Dec.  17,  1831 

Amity,  Navigation, 
and  Commerce 

204 

8  Stat.  464 

Mexico 

Apr.  3,  1835 

Boundary 

355 

8  Stat.  510 

Texas 

Apr.  11,  1838 

Claims 

356 

8  Stat.  511 

Texas 

Apr.  25,  1838 

Boundary 

205 

8  Stat.  526 

Mexico 

Apr.  11,  1839 

Claims 

119 

8  Stat.  572 

Great  Britain 

Aug.  9,  1842 

Webster- Ashburton 
Treaty 

206 

8  Stat.  578 

Mexico 

Jan.  30,  1843 

Claims 

120 

9  Stat.  869 

Great  Britain 

June  15,  1846 

Northwest 

Boundary 

207 

9  Stat.  922 

Mexico 

Feb.  2,  1848 

Treaty  of 

Guadalupe  Hidalgo 

208 

10  Stat.  1031 

Mexico 

Dec.  30,  1853 

Gadsden  Treaty 
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TABLE  -  11.8,  Continued 


TS  No. 

Statute 

Country 

Date 

Subject/Title 

128 

13  Stat.  651 

Great  Britain 

July  1,  1863 

Claims 

212 

15  Stat.  679 

Mexico 

July  4,  1868 

Claims 

129 

None 

Great  Britain 

Feb.  24,  1870 

Northwest 

Boundary 

214 

17  Stat.  861 

Mexico 

Apr.  19,  1871 

Claims 

133 

17  Stat.  863 

Great  Britain 

May  8,  1871 

Treaty  of 

Washington 

Great  Britain 

Oct.  21,  1872 

Arbitrated  Award 
under  1871  Treaty 

215 

18  Stat.  514 

Mexico 

Nov.  27,  1872 

Claims 

216 

None 

Mexico 

Jan.  31,  1873 

Claims 

135 

18  Stat.  369 

Great  Britain 

Mar.  10,  1873 

Northwest  Water 
Boundary 

217 

18  Stat.  833 

Mexico 

Nov.  10,  1874 

Claims 

218 

19  Stat.  642 

Mexico 

Apr.  29,  1876 

Claims 

219 

None 

Mexico 

Dec.  14,  1876 

Claims 

220 

22  Stat.  986 

Mexico 

July  29,  1882 

Boundary 

221 

22  Stat.  934 

Mexico 

July  29,  1882 

Pursuit  of  Indians 

222 

22  Stat.  939 

Mexico 

Sept.  21,  1882 

Pursuit  of  Indians 

224 

None 

Mexico 

June  28,  1883 

Pursuit  of  Indians 

225 

None 

Mexico 

Oct.  31,  1884 

Pursuit  of  Indians 

226 

24  Stat.  1011 

Mexico 

Nov.  12,  1884 

Boundary  Waters 

228 

None 

Mexico 

Oct.  16,  1885 

Pursuit  of  Indians 

229 

25  Stat.  1390 

Mexico 

Dec.  5,  1885 

Boundary  West  of 

Rio  Grande 

231 

26  Stat.  1493 

Mexico 

Feb.  18,  1889 

Boundary  West  of 

Rio  Grande 

232 

26  Stat.  1512 

Mexico 

Mar.  1,  1889 

Boundary  Waters 

233 

None 

Mexico 

June  25,  1890 

Pursuit  of  Indians 
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TABLE  -  11.8,  Continued 


TS  No. 

Statute 

Country 

Date 

Subject/Title 

234 

None 

Mexico 

Nov.  25,  1892 

Pursuit  of  Indians 

235 

28  Stat.  1213 

Mexico 

Aug.  24,  1894 

Boundary  West  of 

Rio  Grande 

236 

29  Stat.  841 

Mexico 

Oct.  1,  1895 

Boundary  Waters 

237 

None 

Mexico 

June  4,  1896 

Pursuit  of  Indians 

238 

29  Stat.  857 

Mexico 

Nov.  6,  1896 

Boundary  Waters, 

Rio  Grande,  Rio 
Colorado 

240 

30  Stat.  1625 

Mexico 

Oct.  29,  1897 

Boundary  Waters, 

Rio  Grande,  Rio 
Colorado 

241 

30  Stat.  1744 

Mexico 

Dec.  2,  1898 

Boundary  Waters, 

Rio  Grande,  Rio 
Colorado 

243 

None 

Mexico 

Dec.  22,  1899 

Extending  Mar.  1, 
1889,  Convention 

244 

31  Stat.  1936 

Mexico 

Nov.  21,  1900 

Boundary  Waters, 

Rio  Grande,  Rio 
Colorado 

461 

35  Stat.  1863 

Mexico 

Mar.  20  &  Nov. 

Boundary,  Bancos 

14,  1905 

in  Rio  Grande 

455 

34  Stat.  2953 

Mexico 

May  21,  1906 

Distribution  of 
Waters,  Rio 

Grande 

497 

35  Stat.  2003 

Great  Britain 

Apr.  11,  1908 

Canadian  Boundary 

548 

36  Stat.  2448 

Great  Britain 

Jan.  11,  1909 

Boundary  Waters 

555 

36  Stat.  2481 

Mexico 

June  24,  1910 

Chamizal 

Arbitration 

556 

36  Stat.  2487 

Mexico 

Dec.  5,  1910 

Chamizal 

Arbitration 

♦Records  relating  to  boundary  and  claims  commissions  created  under  some  of  these  treaties  are  in  Record 
Group  76,  Records  of  Boundary  and  Claims  Commissions  and  Arbitrations,  and  Record  Group  59, 
General  Records  of  the  Department  of  State. 
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the  treaties  that  took  effect  before  1950  are  published 
in  Charles  I.  Bevans,  ed.,  Treaties  and  Other 
International  Agreements  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  1776-1949 ,  13  vols.  (1968-76).  The 
original  perfected  treaties,  1778-1945,  have  been 
published  as  National  Archives  Microfilm  Publication 
Ml 247  (56  rolls). 

Treaties  With  Indian  Tribes 

11.12  Treaties  concluded  by  the  Federal 
Government  with  the  various  Indian  tribes  had  great 
political,  social,  and  economic  significance:  They 
affected  the  whole  westward  movement,  resulted  in 
the  settlement  of  the  territory  originally  occupied  by 
Indian  tribes,  and  progressively  limited  the  lands 
occupied  by  the  Indians.  Today  these  treaties  are  not 
only  valuable  historically  but  also  crucial  in  deciding 
Indian  claims  against  the  United  States  and  in 
establishing  titles  to  lands  referred  to  in  the  treaties. 

11.13  During  almost  a  hundred  years  of  our 
national  existence,  the  form  of  treaties  contracted 
with  Indian  tribes  and  the  procedures  for  putting  such 
treaties  into  effect  were  the  same  as  for  those  made 
with  foreign  nations.  The  treaties  required 
ratification  by  the  Senate,  but  no  exchange  of 
ratifications  transpired  because  the  Indian  tribes  had 
no  provision  for  confirmation  of  treaties.  The  treaties 
had  the  same  status,  force,  and  dignity  as  agreements 
with  sovereign  nations.  This  practice  of  according 
full  treaty  status  to  agreements  with  Indian  tribes  was 
discontinued  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 
1871,  which  forbade  further  recognition  of  the  tribes 
as  nations  or  independent  powers  and  prohibited 
further  treaty  negotiations  with  them.  The  act  did  not 
abrogate  existing  treaties.  After  1871,  agreements, 
instead  of  treaties,  were  negotiated  with  the  tribes. 
Often  similar  in  substance  to  treaties,  these 
instruments  were  approved  by  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  instead  of  by  the  Senate  alone. 

11.14  In  its  practice  of  negotiating  formal  treaties 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  the  U.S.  Government  followed 
a  custom  established  by  Great  Britain  and  the  colonial 
governments  and  continued  by  the  Continental 
Congress  and  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation. 
Under  the  Federal  Government,  jurisdiction  over 
Indian-related  matters  rested  with  the  Secretary  of 
War.  Under  his  supervision,  special  commissioners, 
who  were  appointed  to  act  for  the  President, 
conducted  negotiations  with  the  tribes.  In  1824  the 
Secretary  of  War  established  the  Office  of  Indian 


Affairs  as  a  separate  agency  within  the  War 
Department,  and  in  1832  Congress  authorized  the 
appointment  of  a  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to 
head  the  Office.  The  Commissioner,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  was  to  direct  and 
manage  all  matters  arising  from  relations  with  the 
Indians,  including  the  actual  negotiation  of  treaties. 
By  an  act  of  March  3,  1849,  the  Office  of  Indian 
Affairs  was  transferred  to  the  newly  established 
Department  of  the  Interior,  and  the  responsibility  for 
negotiating  treaties  with  the  tribes  was  assigned  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The  last  treaty  to  be 
ratified  was  made  with  the  Nez  Perce  on  August  13, 

1868,  and  ratified  by  the  Senate  on  February  16, 

1869.  Treaties  ratified  by  the  Senate  were  deposited 
with  the  Department  of  State.  No  similar  series  of 
ratified  agreements  exists. 

11.15  The  Indian  treaties,  1722-1869  (8  ft.),  and 
related  papers  are  arranged  numerically  by  treaty 
numbers  that  reflect  the  chronological  order  in  which 
the  treaties  were  signed.  The  treaties  are 
handwritten,  usually  on  parchment  of  varying  size. 
As  a  rule,  the  manuscript  treaties  are  accompanied  by 
attested  Senate  resolutions  of  ratification,  printed 
copies  of  the  treaties,  and  manuscript  copies  of 
Presidential  ratifications  and  confirmations  of  the 
treaties.  Some  treaty  files  contain  copies  of  messages 
from  the  President  to  Congress,  copies  of  messages 
or  letters  of  instruction  to  the  treaty  commissioners, 
and  journals  and  correspondence  of  the 
commissioners.  In  some  cases,  the  original  treaty  is 
missing.  The  first  seven  treaties,  for  example,  are 
copies.  The  first  original  treaty  is  that  of  September 
17,  1778,  with  the  Delaware  Indians.  This  series 
also  includes  eight  "unperfected"  treaties  negotiated 
during  the  period  1854-55  with  the  Quapaw,  Seneca 
and  Shawnee,  and  Navajo  tribes,  and  with  various 
groups  of  Apache  and  Ute  Indians.  These  treaties  are 
filed  together  as  No.  274-A. 

11.16  Treaty  provisions  relate  to  many  subjects. 
The  most  important  purpose  of  many  of  the  treaties 
was  to  extinguish  Indian  title  to  land.  Typically  the 
Indians  agreed  to  reduce  their  land  holdings  or  to 
move  to  an  area  less  desired  for  white  settlement.  In 
such  cases,  the  treaties  usually  stipulated  how  the 
Indians  were  to  be  compensated  for  their  land  and 
property,  either  in  money— by  lump  sum  or  annuity 
payments— or  in  services  or  commodities.  The 
services  included  the  establishment  of  schools  and 
mills,  and  the  furnishing  of  blacksmiths,  farmers,  and 
other  skilled  workers  to  assist  the  Indians. 
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Sometimes  the  Indians  were  guaranteed  special  rights, 
such  as  hunting  and  fishing  privileges  in  ceded  lands. 
Some  treaties  provided  for  the  allotment  of  land  to 
individual  Indians  and  for  the  dissolution  of  tribes. 
Other  common  subjects  of  treaty  provisions  were  the 
cessation  of  hostilities  and  maintenance  of  peace,  the 
status  of  tribes  as  dependent  nations,  civil  and 
criminal  jurisdiction,  control  of  tribal  affairs, 
regulation  of  trade,  claims  of  and  against  Indians,  and 
rights-of-way  across  Indian  lands. 

11.17  Two  indexes  and  a  list  provide  quick  access 
to  the  treaties  either  by  name  of  tribe,  by  place  of 
signing,  or  by  date  of  signing.  An  index  of  Indian 
treaties  (1722-1883)  by  tribe  (1  ft.),  compiled  on  3- 
by  5-inch  cards,  gives  for  each  treaty  the  name  of  the 
tribe  with  which  the  treaty  was  signed,  the  date  and 
place  of  signing,  the  dates  of  the  Senate  resolution 
and  ratification  and  of  the  proclamation  by  die 
President,  and  references  to  related  treaties.  Also  on 
cards  and  giving  similar  information  is  an  index  of 
Indian  treaties  (1722-1883)  by  place  (6  in.), 
arranged  by  the  name  of  the  place  where  the  treaty 
was  signed,  and  a  list  of  Indian  treaties  (1722-1883) 
by  date  (8  in.).  Entries  dated  after  1868  are  for 
treaties  that  were  not  ratified.  Nearly  all  of  the 
unratified  treaties  are  in  Records  of  the  United  States 
Senate  (RG  46)  or  Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  (RG  75). 

11.18  The  treaties,  the  indexes,  and  the  list  have 
been  published  as  National  Archives  Microfilm 
Publication  M668  (16  rolls).  The  treaties  are  also 
published  in  volume  2  of  Charles  J.  Kappler’s  Indian 
Affairs:  Laws  and  Treaties ,  5  vols.  (1904-10). 
Records  relating  to  the  negotiation  of  ratified  and 
unratified  Indian  treaties  during  the  period  1801-69, 
maintained  as  a  discrete  file  by  die  Office  of  Indian 
Affairs,  also  are  available  as  National  Archives 
Microfilm  Publication  T494  (10  rolls). 

Presidential  Documents 

11.19  Presidential  proclamations  and  Executive 
orders  have  many  points  of  similarity  in  purpose, 
content,  and  subject  matter.  Their  dissimilarities  in 
form,  scope,  and  emphasis  were  sufficient,  however, 
to  have  warranted  their  arrangement  and  publication 
in  separate  series.  More  formal  in  character  than  the 
Executive  orders,  the  Presidential  proclamations  bear 
the  countersignature  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
imprint  of  the  Great  Seal  of  the  United  States;  this  is 
seldom  true  of  Executive  orders.  Proclamations 


have,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Federal  Government, 
been  published  in  the  United  States  Statutes  at  Large. 
Both  Presidential  proclamations  and  Executive  orders 
are  usually  based  upon  specific  statutory  authority. 
Although  proclamations  as  a  rule  concern  matters  of 
widespread  interest,  these  matters  may  range  from 
vital  and  far-reaching  decisions  to  ceremonial  public 
appeals.  Executive  orders  characteristically  are 
concerned  with  the  organization  of  the  executive 
departments  or  with  the  conduct  of  Government 
business,  but  they  have  also  been  used  to  expand 
greatly  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government.  In 
the  1930’s  new  agencies  were  established  and  many 
emergency  programs  were  instituted  pursuant  to 
Executive  orders  deriving  from  recommendations  of 
heads  of  Government  agencies.  During  the  1980’s 
Congressional  Information  Service,  Inc.,  compiled 
and  published  the  extensive  multivolume  CIS  Index  to 
Presidential  Executive  Orders  &  Proclamations 
(1987).  The  ten  volumes  constituting  "Part  I:  Apr. 
30,  1789  to  Mar.  4,  1921,  George  Washington  to 
Woodrow  Wilson, "  include  subject  and  name  indexes 
and  a  chronological  list. 

11.20  Until  1905  Executive  orders  were  seldom 
sent  to  the  State  Department;  in  that  year,  President 
Theodore  Roosevelt  provided  that  all  orders  signed 
after  March  4  should  be  forwarded  to  that 
Department.  In  1907  the  Department  began  to 
number  the  Executive  orders  and  proclamations 
previously  issued  and  later  assigned  numbers  as  the 
orders  and  proclamations  were  received  and  printed. 
Unlike  the  proclamations,  many  of  the  earlier 
Executive  orders  were  sent  only  to  the  agencies 
involved  and  not  to  the  State  Department.  Although 
these  orders  form  part  of  a  so-called  unnumbered 
series  (mainly  before  1929),  the  original  orders  are 
among  the  records  of  other  Government  agencies. 
For  example,  unnumbered  Executive  orders  were 
maintained  by  the  General  Land  Office  and  the  Office 
of  Indian  Affairs.  A  single-volume  finding  aid  to  the 
unnumbered  Executive  orders,  1789-1941,  was 
compiled  by  the  Historical  Records  Survey  of  New 
Jersey.  Edited  by  Clifford  L.  Lord,  this  finding  aid 
was  issued  by  the  Work  Projects  Administration 
(WPA)  under  the  title  List  and  Index  of  Presidential 
Executive  Orders:  Unnumbered  Series  (1942). 

Presidential  Proclamations 

11.21  Original  signed  proclamations,  arranged 
numerically  1-6398,  make  up  the  series  of 
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Presidential  proclamations,  1791-1991  (42  vols.  and 
unbound  papers,  23  ft.)-  The  proclamations  from 
1791  to  1931  are  mounted  on  pages  of  very  large 
bound  volumes.  Since  1931,  proclamations  have  not 
been  bound.  Proclamations  1-2160,  covering  the 
period  1789-1936,  have  been  published  as  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publication  T1223  (11  rolls). 
Proclamations  concerning  Indian-related  matters  are 
published  in  Kappler’s  Indian  Affairs:  Laws  and 
Treaties.  About  one-half  of  the  proclamations  printed 
in  the  United  States  Statutes  at  Large  for  the  period 
1791-1936  concern  public  lands  located  in  all  of  the 
western  States  and  Territories,  including  Indian 
Territory.  Involved  are  Indian  lands  and  Federal 
lands  reserved  for  forests,  monuments,  parks, 
refuges,  military  use,  or  other  purposes.  These 
proclamations  are  identified  in  Anne  R.  Ashmore’s 
study  Presidential  Proclamations  Concerning  Public 
Lands:  January  24,  1791 -March  19,  1936, 

Numerical  List  and  Index ,  which  was  published  by 
the  Law  Library,  Library  of  Congress,  in  1981. 

11.22  Two  sets  of  general  indexes  and  lists,  one 
compiled  on  cards  and  the  other  in  bound  volumes, 
are  part  of  the  records  and  facilitate  access  to  the 
proclamations.  Entries  in  an  index,  1789-1947  (6 
ft.),  compiled  on  3-  by  5-inch  cards,  show  the  subject 
of  the  proclamation,  its  number  and  date,  the  U.S. 
statute  citation  by  volume  and  page  number,  and  any 
related  proclamations  it  revoked  or  amended  or  any 
that  revoked  or  amended  it.  These  cards,  which  are 
arranged  by  subject,  have  been  published  as  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publication  T279  (2  rolls).  The 
corresponding  list  of  proclamations,  1789-1947  (1 
ft.),  compiled  on  3-  by  5-inch  cards,  is  arranged 
numerically,  the  entries  showing  the  title,  number, 
and  date  of  each  proclamation.  Entries  in  the  bound 
subject  index  to  proclamations,  1789-1938  (1  vol., 
2  in.),  arranged  alphabetically  by  subject  and 
thereunder  chronologically,  show  the  title,  number, 
and  date  of  each  proclamation.  The  corresponding 
bound  numerical  list  of  proclamations,  1789-1938 
(1  vol.,  2  in.),  covers  proclamations  1-2317  and 
shows  the  title,  number,  and  date  of  each 
proclamation.  This  list  is  available  as  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publication  Ml 331  (1  roll). 

Executive  Orders 

11.23  Original  Executive  orders,  1862-1991  (66 
vols.  and  unbound  papers,  31  ft.),  are  arranged 
numerically  by  order  numbers  1-12787.  The  earlier 


orders  are  mounted  on  pages  of  bound  volumes;  the 
more  recent  ones  are  unbound.  Orders  for  the  period 
1862-1936  (numbers  1-7521)  have  been  reproduced  as 
National  Archives  Microfilm  Publication  Ml  118  (17 
rolls). 

11.24  Lists  and  indexes  similar  to  those  created 
to  facilitate  access  to  the  proclamations  also  were 
maintained  for  the  Executive  orders.  A  list  of 
Executive  orders,  1862-1947  (6  ft.),  compiled  on  3- 
by  5 -inch  cards,  shows  the  subject,  number,  and  date 
of  each  order  and  cites  other  orders  affected  by  or 
affecting  it.  The  cards  are  arranged  numerically, 
1-9838,  although  entries  for  some  unnumbered  orders 
dated  as  early  as  1847  are  also  included.  Similar  data 
are  provided  by  a  subject  index  to  Executive  orders, 
1862-1938  (27  ft.),  compiled  on  3-  by  5-inch  cards 
and  arranged  alphabetically  by  subject.  Entries  in  a 
bound  subject  list  of  Executive  orders,  1862-1930  (3 
vols.,  5  in.),  arranged  alphabetically  by  subject  and 
thereunder  chronologically,  give  the  title,  number, 
and  date  of  each  order.  Also  available  is  an  undated 
register  of  Executive  orders  (3  vols.,  6  in.), 
covering  the  period  October  20,  1862,  to  December 
29,  1938.  Arranged  numerically,  1-8030,  the  register 
entries  give  the  title,  number,  and  date  of  each  order, 
as  well  as  references  to  orders  that  superseded  or 
amended  it.  A  two-volume  publication  Presidential 
Executive  Orders  Numbered  1-8030;  1862-1938  (New 
York:  Books,  Inc.,  1944),  compiled  by  Clifford  L. 
Lord  for  the  WPA’s  Historical  Records  Survey,  both 
lists  and  indexes  the  numbered  Executive  orders. 

Electoral  Papers 

11.25  The  Department  of  State  played  no  role  in 
the  electoral  process  until  an  act  passed  on  February 
3,  1887  (24  Stat.  373),  required  the  Governor  of  each 
State  to  submit  to  the  U.S.  Secretary  of  State  "a 
certificate  of  ascertainment  of  the  electors  appointed, " 
giving  the  total  votes  for  each  candidate  for  elector 
and  indicating  the  electors  chosen.  The  Secretary  of 
State  was  required  to  have  the  certificates  published 
in  "such  public  newspaper  as  he  shall  designate"  and 
to  transmit  copies  of  each  certificate  to  each  House  of 
Congress.  Certificates  of  ascertainment  of  electors, 
correspondence  and  memorandums  concerning  the 
selection  of  electors,  and  newspaper  clippings  of  the 
ascertainments  as  published  through  1924  are  some  of 
the  documents  constituting  the  series  of 
ascertainments  of  electors,  1888-1988  (28  vols.  and 
unbound  papers,  17  fit.).  The  records  are  arranged 
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chronologically  by  Presidential  election  year  and 
thereunder  alphabetically  by  name  of  State.  Many  of 
these  records  are  duplicates  of  official  records  in 
Record  Group  46,  Records  of  the  U.S.  Senate. 

Laws  of  the  United  States 

11.26  The  act  of  September  15,  1789,  which 
changed  the  name  of  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Affairs  to  the  Department  of  State,  provided  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  should  receive  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  all  bills,  orders,  resolutions,  and 
votes  that  had  become  law  by  his  signature  or  that 
had  not  been  returned  to  Congress  with  his  objection; 
and,  further,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  should 
receive  from  either  the  President  of  the  Senate  or  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  all  bills, 
orders,  resolutions,  and  votes  that  had  become  law  by 
passage  over  the  President’s  veto.  The  act  further 
provided  that  the  Secretary  should  preserve  the 
originals,  "cause  the  same  to  be  recorded  in  books  to 
be  provided  for  the  purpose,"  and  publish  them  in 
newspapers.  An  act  of  July  7,  1838,  repealed  the 
requirement  of  recording  the  laws.  The  publication 
of  the  laws  in  newspapers  was  used  as  a  patronage 
device  of  varying  importance  until  1875,  when 
publication  of  the  laws  was  restricted  to  newspapers 
published  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Publication  in 
the  newspapers  was  stopped  in  1950,  when  the  State 
Department’s  functions  of  safekeeping,  printing,  and 
distributing  the  laws  were  transferred  to  the  Office  of 
the  Federal  Register. 

11.27  Original  engrossed  copies  of  laws  of  the 
United  States  and  of  joint  resolutions,  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  make  up  the 
enrolled  acts  and  resolutions  of  Congress, 
1789-1988  (638  vols.  and  unbound  papers,  250  ft.). 
Between  1789  and  1823,  the  laws  were  engrossed  on 
parchment  sheets  of  varying  size  that  are  now  kept  in 
heavy  buckram-covered  binders.  Laws  enacted  from 
1824  to  1956  are  permanently  bound  in 
leather-backed  volumes.  The  documents  are  arranged 
by  Congress,  thereunder  by  session,  thereunder  as 
public  laws  and  private  laws,  and  thereunder 
chronologically  and  numerically  by  date  of  approval. 
Concurrent  and  joint  resolutions  are  arranged 
chronologically  at  the  end  of  the  public  laws  for  each 
session.  The  acts  and  resolutions  are  published  in 
the  United  States  Statutes  at  Large ;  laws  concerning 
Indian-related  matters  are  published  in  Kappler’s 


Indian  Affairs:  Laws  and  Treaties.  Some  of  the 
original  acts  and  resolutions  have  been  reproduced  by 
the  National  Archives  as  two  microfilm  publications: 
M337,  1789-1823  (17  rolls)  and  M1326,  1893-1956 
(139  rolls). 

11.28  The  enrolled  bills  kept  from  becoming 
law  by  "Pocket  Veto,"  1815-96  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  are 
chronologically  arranged.  These  enrolled  bills, 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  by  the  President  of  the  Senate 
and  received  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
within  10  days  prior  to  congressional  adjournment, 
did  not  become  law  because  the  President  did  not 
sign  them.  In  the  19th  century,  pocket  vetoes,  like 
other  congressional  and  Presidential  enactments,  were 
retired  to  the  State  Department;  in  the  20th  century, 
they  have  been  considered  part  of  the  White  House 
administrative  archives  and  have  been  kept  in  the 
Executive  Office. 

The  Constitution  Papers 

1 1 .29  These  documents  relate  to  the  ratification  of 
the  Constitution  and  its  amendments.  Included  are 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  1787  (5 
sheets),  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  ratifications,  1789-90 
(1  vol.  and  1  sheet,  4  in.),  and  records  concerning 
the  ratification  of  subsequent  amendments.  The 
records  relating  to  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  the 
Constitution  are  reproduced  on  National  Archives 
Microfilm  Publication  M338,  along  with  the  materials 
submitted  by  the  Thirteen  Original  States  relating  to 
their  ratification. 

11.30  Records  documenting  ratified 
amendments,  1795-1992  (6  ft.),  consist  of  certified 
copies  of  joint  resolutions  of  Congress  proposing 
Amendments  11  to  27  to  the  Constitution  for  the 
consideration  of  the  legislatures  or  conventions  of  the 
States,  together  with  related  ratification  papers. 
These  records  include  certified  copies  of  resolutions 
of  State  legislatures  ratifying  proposed  amendments, 
correspondence  between  State  officials  and  the 
Department  of  State  concerning  proposed 
amendments,  and  certificates  officially  declaring 
amendments  to  be  in  force.  The  records  are  arranged 
numerically  by  amendment  and  thereunder  by  State  in 
the  order  of  ratification.  The  records  relating  to 
Amendments  11  to  26  are  reproduced  as  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publication  M1518  (15  rolls). 

11.31  A  few  records  concern  unratified 
amendments,  1810-1985  (2  in.).  These  consist  of 
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certified  copies  of  joint  resolutions  of  Congress, 
withrelated  ratification  papers,  relating  to  amend¬ 
ments  that  were  proposed  but  not  adopted,  such  as  an 
1810  proposal  concerning  titles  of  nobility.  Also 


included  are  a  few  papers  from  State  legislatures 
proposing  constitutional  amendments.  The  records 
are  chronologically  arranged. 
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Record  Group  43 

RECORDS  OF  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCES,  COMMISSIONS,  AND  EXPOSITIONS 


We  expand  by  carving  the  wilderness  into  Territories,  and  out  of  these  Territories  building  new  States  when  once  they 
had  received  as  permanent  settlers  a  sufficient  number  of  our  own  people.  Being  a  practical  nation,  we  have  never 
tried  to  force  on  any  section  of  our  new  territory  an  unsuitable  form  of  government  merely  because  it  was  suitable  for 
another  section  under  different  conditions.  Of  the  territory  covered  by  the  Louisiana  Purchase,  a  portion  was  given 
statehood  within  a  few  years.  Another  portion  has  not  been  admitted  to  statehood,  although  a  century  has  elapsed, 
although  doubtless  it  soon  will  be. 

President  T.  R.  Roosevelt,  Final  Report  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition 
Commission,  1906  (S.  Doc.  202,  59th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  Serial  4922),  p.  31. 


Introduction: 

43.1  Since  1826  the  United  States  has  participat¬ 
ed  in  numerous  international  congresses,  conferences, 
exhibitions,  and  expositions,  and  has  been  represented 
on  international  committees,  commissions,  and  other 
organizations  concerned  with  social,  economic,  and 
political  matters.  This  participation  has  been  carried 
out  for  the  most  part  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Department  of  State,  pursuant  to  congressional 
authorization.  Records  documenting  the  actions  of 
the  Department  of  State  regarding  expositions  consti¬ 
tute  Record  Group  43,  Records  of  International 
Conferences,  Commissions,  and  Expositions,  a  record 
group  that  has  a  much  narrower  scope  than  its  title 
implies.  The  focus  of  this  chapter  is  narrower  still, 
since  it  is  concerned  only  with  records  relating  to  the 

l  participation  of  the  State  Department  in  a  few  interna¬ 

tional  exhibitions  and  expositions  held  in  the  United 
States. 

43.2  The  first  international  exposition  held  in  the 
United  States  was  in  New  York  City  in  1853,  but  it 
had  no  connection,  financial  or  otherwise,  with  the 
U.S.  Government.  The  Centennial  Exhibition  of 
1876,  held  at  Philadelphia,  was  the  first  conducted 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Federal  Government,  an  act 
of  March  3,  1871,  giving  official  sanction  to  the 
exhibition.  By  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a 
commission  and  for  the  notification  of  foreign 
diplomatic  representatives  so  that  their  countries 
might  participate,  the  act  also  set  the  pattern  for 
Government  participation  in  later  expositions  held  in 
the  United  States.  The  extent  of  Government 
involvement  and  the  degree  of  control  exercised  in 
each  exhibition  has  varied.  For  some  expositions. 
Congress  has  passed  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 


appointment  of  representatives  from  each  of  die 
executive  departments  to  a  board  responsible  for 
arranging  and  directing  Government  participation. 
Usually  this  participation  has  consisted  of  the  prepa¬ 
ration  of  exhibits  from  Government  departments  and, 
occasionally,  the  construction  of  buildings  to  house 
the  exhibits. 

43.3  The  duties  of  the  Department  of  State  with 
respect  to  these  expositions  have  usually  included  the 
transmittal  of  invitations  through  its  diplomatic  and 
consular  representatives  stationed  abroad  or  through 
foreign  diplomatic  representatives  in  the  United 
States.  The  Department  has  also  had  representation 
on  the  boards  or  commissions  in  charge  of  the 
exhibits  of  the  executive  departments. 

43.4  Additional  records  of  the  Department  of 
State  relating  to  exhibitions  and  expositions  can  be 
found  in  Record  Group  59,  General  Records  of  the 
Department  of  State.  Government  agencies  other 
than  the  State  Department  have  participated  in  many 
of  the  expositions,  and  the  resulting  records  are 
usually  in  their  general  records  or  in  records  of  their 
subordinate  agencies.  More  specific  cross-references 
are  provided  in  the  table  that  accompanies  this 
chapter.  Some  of  the  record  groups  shown  in  the 
table  also  include  materials  relating  to  Government 
participation  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  and  Internation¬ 
al  Exposition,  held  in  Omaha,  NE,  in  1898,  which 
was  administered  by  a  private  organization.  Record 
Group  148,  Records  of  Exposition,  Anniversary,  and 
Memorial  Commissions  of  Congress,  includes  the 
records  of  the  Northwest  Territory  Celebration 
Commission,  1935-39,  and  the  Golden  Spike  Centen¬ 
nial  Celebration  Commission,  1967-70. 

43.5  All  the  textual  records  constituting  Record 
Group  43  that  were  accessioned  by  the  National 
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Archives  before  1965  are  described  in  Preliminary 
Inventory  of  the  Records  of  United  States  Participa¬ 
tion  in  International  Conferences,  Commissions,  and 
Expositions  (PI  76),  compiled  by  H.  Stephen  Helton. 
An  in-house  supplement,  NC-95,  compiled  by  Marion 
M.  Johnson  and  Mabel  D.  Brock,  was  issued  in 
1965. 

43.6  Editorial  Note:  With  one  exception-the 
World’s  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago—the 
expositions  discussed  in  this  chapter  either  com¬ 
memorated  some  aspect  of  westward  expansion  or 
were  held  in  cities  located  on  or  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  Consequently,  the  records  doc¬ 
ument  a  particular  aspect  of  Federal  participation  in 
the  lives  of  residents  of  the  trans-Mississippi  States 
and  Territories.  Because  the  records  are  relatively 
peripheral  to  the  purpose  of  this  guide,  their  descrip¬ 
tions  are  not  as  detailed  as  those  in  other  chapters. 
It  should  also  be  noted  that  photographic  records  held 
by  the  Still  Picture  Branch  are  identified  by 
alphabetic  collection  designators,  shown  in  paren¬ 
theses. 

43.7  The  records  described  below  relate  mainly 
to  representation  of  the  Department  of  State  on  the 
boards  of  management  for  Government  departments, 
to  the  preparation  and  transportation  of  exhibits,  to 
personnel,  and  to  other  aspects  of  the  Department’s 
participation  in  expositions.  For  some  expositions, 
reports  by  exposition  authorities,  copies  of  awards, 
and  printed  materials  are  included. 

Records  Relating  to  the  World’s 
Industrial  and  Cotton  Centennial 
Exposition  at  New  Orleans,  1884-85 

43.8  This  exposition  was  held  from  December 
16,  1884,  to  June  30,  1885,  at  New  Orleans,  LA.  A 
Presidential  proclamation  issued  on  May  13,  1884, 
had  authorized  the  formation  of  the  Board  of  United 
States  Executive  Departments,  composed  of  one 
representative  from  each  executive  department  of  the 
Government,  to  manage  the  Government’s  exhibits  at 
the  exposition.  These  exhibits  were  to  demonstrate 
the  duties  of  each  department  and  the  workings  in 
general  of  the  Federal  Government.  The  State 
Department  received  an  appropriation  of  $10,000,  to 
be  disbursed  under  the  direction  of  the  Board.  Other 
acts  to  aid  and  encourage  the  holding  of  the  exposi¬ 
tion  were  approved  on  February  10,  1883,  May  21, 
1884,  and  March  3,  1885. 


43.9  The  classifications  of  exhibits  were  as 
follows:  I,  Agriculture;  II,  Horticulture;  III,  Manu¬ 
factured  Products,  Ores,  Minerals,  and  Woods;  IV, 
Furniture  and  Accessories;  V,  Textiles,  Fabrics, 
Clothing,  and  Accessories;  VI,  the  Industrial  Arts; 
VII,  Alimentary  Products;  VIII,  Education  and 
Instruction;  IX,  Works  of  Art;  and  X,  Pisciculture. 
The  State  Department’s  exhibit  was  designed  to  show 
the  resources  and  channels  for  development  of 
industry  and  commercial  intercourse,  and  it  consisted 
of  articles,  many  of  them  from  consular  officers, 
illustrating  the  theme  "The  Commerce  of  the  World 
and  the  Share  of  the  United  States  Therein. " 

43.10  Invitations  on  behalf  of  the  U.S.  Govern¬ 
ment  were  extended  to  foreign  governments  through 
the  Department  of  State.  Austria-Hungary,  Belgium, 
Brazil,  France,  Great  Britain,  Haiti,  Italy,  Japan, 
Mexico,  the  Netherlands,  Sweden,  Norway,  Colom¬ 
bia,  Costa  Rica,  Denmark,  Germany,  Guatemala, 
Honduras,  Jamaica,  Nicaragua,  Portugal,  Russia, 
Spain,  Siam,  Turkey,  and  Venezuela  participated.  It 
is  not  known  whether  the  last  15  countries  named 
above  sent  representatives,  but  these  countries  did 
participate  to  the  extent  of  sending  industrial  exhibits. 

43 . 1 1  Records  relating  to  the  exposition  consist  of 
correspondence,  1884-85  (3  vols.,  2  in.),  of  the 
State  Department’s  representative  on  the  Board  of 
United  States  Executive  Departments  and  typed  and 
printed  copies  of  the  representative’s  reports  on  the 
State  Department’s  exhibit,  1884-90  (1  vol.,  1  in.). 
Copies  of  printed  circulars  regarding  the  exposition 
are  included  in  the  correspondence,  and  a  photograph 
of  the  State  Department  exhibit  is  pasted  on  the  first 
page  of  the  typed  report. 


Records  Relating  to  the  world’s 
Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago,  IL, 

1893 

43.12  This  exposition  was  held  from  May  1  to 
October  30,  1893,  to  celebrate  the  400th  anniversary 
of  the  discovery  of  America  by  Christopher  Colum¬ 
bus.  A  discussion  of  the  records  of  this  exposition  is 
included  because  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  April 
25,  1890,  that  provided  for  the  celebration  and 
designated  Chicago  as  the  host  city  also  called  for  the 
appointment  of  a  commission  consisting  of  two  com¬ 
missioners  from  each  State  and  Territory.  These 
commissioners,  together  with  one  from  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  eight  commissioners  at  large,  all 
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TABLE  -  43.4 

Some  Other  Record  Groups*  Containing  Materials  on  Expositions 

(Shaded  areas  identify  relevant  Record  Groups) 


Exposition 

7 

12 

22 

33 

48 

56 

60 

80 

97 

107 

257 

World’s  Industrial  and 

Cotton  Centennial 

Exposition 

World’s  Columbian 
Exposition 

Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition 

Lewis  and  Clark 

Centennial  Exposition 

Alaska-Yukon-Pacific 

Exposition** 

♦Record  Group  numbers  and  titles: 


RG  7 
RG  12 
RG  22 
RG  33 
RG  48 
RG  56 
RG  60 
RG  80 
RG  107 
RG  257 


Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine 

Records  of  the  Office  of  Education 

Records  of  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 

Records  of  the  Federal  Extension  Service 

Records  of  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 

General  Records  of  the  Department  of  the  Treasury 

General  Records  of  the  Department  of  Justice 

Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Chemistry 

Records  of  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  War 

Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 


♦♦The  Minnesota  Historical  Society  Collection  of  donated  photographs  (MHA)  held  by  the  National 
Archives  includes  images  of  exhibition  halls  at  this  exposition. appointed  by  the  President,  were  designated 
as  the  World’s  Columbian  Commission. 
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appointed  by  the  President,  were  designated  as  the 
World’s  Columbian  Commission. 

43.13  The  President  also  appointed  the  members 
of  the  Board  of  Government,  Management,  and 
Control,  which  was  established  under  the  act  of  April 
25.  Composed  of  a  representative  from  each  execu¬ 
tive  department,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and 
National  Museum,  and  the  U.S.  Fish  Commission, 
the  Board  was  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
and  select,  arrange,  and  protect  such  exhibits  as 
might  be  prepared  by  the  Government  departments  to 
illustrate  their  functions.  The  Government’s  exhibits 
were  to  be  housed  in  buildings  erected  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  $400,000. 
The  total  liability  of  the  Government  for  participation 
in  the  exposition  was  limited  to  $1,500,000. 

43.14  In  addition  to  the  Board  of  Government, 
Management,  and  Control,  the  organizations  con¬ 
cerned  in  operating  the  exposition  were  the  World’s 
Columbian  Commission,  the  World’s  Columbian 
Exposition,  the  Board  of  Lady  Managers,  and  the 
World’s  Congress  Auxiliary.  The  responsibilities  of 
the  Department  of  State  concerning  this  exposition 
included  notifying  the  States  and  Territories  of  the 
appointments  to  be  made,  calling  together  the 
World’s  Columbian  Commission  in  Chicago,  dis¬ 
patching  invitations  to  governments  of  other  nations, 
and  preparing  an  exhibit  of  articles  and  materials  to 
illustrate  the  various  functions  of  the  Department. 

43.15  The  records  include  press  copies  of  letters 
sent  by  the  State  Department  to  its  representative 
on  the  Board  of  Government,  Management,  and 
Control,  Apr.  19,  1892-Mar.  22,  1893  (1  vol.,  1 
in.),  relating  to  the  collection  of  articles, 
transportation,  funds,  and  other  matters  connected 
with  the  Department’s  exhibit;  minutes  of  meetings 
of  the  Council  of  Administration,  Aug.  22,  1892- 
Nov.  6,  1893  (1  ft.),  which  handled  the  general 
administrative  work  of  the  Exposition  and  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  exhibits;  general  records,  1890-94  (2  ft.);  and 
copies  of  the  final  report  of  the  president  of  the 
exposition,  1896  (3  vols.,  4  in.),  and  the  final  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  exposition,  1896  (2  vols.,  3 
in.).  Also  included  are  lists  of  exhibits  (1  in.); 
copies  of  certificates  of  awards,  1893  (48  vols.,  10 
ft.),  granted  by  the  exposition;  and  an  index  to 
awards,  1893  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  arranged  by  group 
number  of  exhibit,  thereunder  by  class,  and  there¬ 
under  alphabetically  by  name  of  exhibitor. 

43.16  An  act  of  Congress  approved  March  2, 
1895,  authorized  the  Secretary  of  State  to  transfer  to 


the  trustees  of  the  Columbian  Museum  of  Chicago  all 
parts  of  the  State  Department’s  exhibit  that  had  been 
procured  with  funds  appropriated  for  support  of  the 
Board  of  Government,  Management,  and  Control, 
except  those  articles  that  had  already  been  moved  to 
the  National  Museum  or  other  Government  establish¬ 
ments  in  Washington,  DC.  The  articles  approved  for 
transfer  had  been  displayed  in  the  building  known  as 
the  Convent  of  La  Rabida  and  in  the  east  gallery  of 
the  U.S.  Government  building.  The  papers  relating 
to  the  transfer,  1893-95  (1/2  in.),  consist  of  an 
inventory  of  the  Department’s  property  in  the  exhibit, 
receipts  for  the  transferred  articles,  and  a  copy  of  the 
act  of  March  2. 

43.17  Also  among  the  records  for  this  exposition 
is  a  collection  of  dies  and  photographs  (1  ft.)  of 
exhibit  items. 


Records  Relating  to  the  Louisiana 

Purchase  Exposition  at  St.  Louis,  1904 

43.18  This  exposition  was  held  at  St.  Louis,  MO, 
from  May  1  to  December  1,  1904,  to  commemorate 
the  purchase  from  France  of  the  Louisiana  Territory. 
Preliminary  steps  toward  the  organization  of  the 
celebration  had  been  taken  by  the  Missouri  State  His¬ 
torical  Society  and  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition 
Company.  By  an  act  of  March  3,  1901,  Congress 
appropriated  $5,000,000  toward  the  celebration  and 
authorized  the  creation  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Ex¬ 
position  Commission.  President  William  McKinley 
appointed  the  members  of  the  Commission,  which 
came  to  be  known  as  the  National  Commission.  On 
August  22,  1901,  the  State  Department  transmitted 
invitations  to  other  governments  to  participate  in  the 
exposition.  Government  exhibits  were  under  the 
supervision  of  the  United  States  Government  Board, 
which  included  a  State  Department  representative.  A 
Board  of  Lady  Managers  was  also  established  to 
supervise  those  aspects  of  the  exposition  that  involved 
"woman’s  work."  It  was  planned  that  the  dedication 
of  the  exposition  buildings  take  place  not  later  than 
April  30,  1903,  but  the  dedication  actually  did  not 
take  place  until  a  year  later.  The  records  concerning 
the  Commission  relate  to  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition  Company,  the  Board  of  Lady  Managers, 
and  the  State  Department  representative  on  the  United 
States  Government  Board,  as  well  as  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion  itself. 
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43.19  The  activities  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition  Commission  are  recorded  in  bound  and 
unbound  minutes  of  meetings,  Apr.  23,  1901-June 
19,  1905  (1  vol.  and  loose  papers,  5  in.),  and  a 
printed  pamphlet  titled  "Transcript  of  Stenographic 
Report  of  Meeting  of  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposi¬ 
tion  Commission,”  Mar.  11-13,  1903  (1/4  in.). 
Fiscal  records  include  financial  reports  and  related 
correspondence,  1901-4  (4  in.);  voucher  books  of 
the  Commission,  May  31,  1901-Aug.  19,  1905  (2 
vols.,  2  in.);  vouchers,  Oct.  1901>Jan.  1905  (1  ft.); 
and  a  cash  book  of  the  Commission,  Apr.  1901- 
Aug.  1905  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  showing  expenditures 
from  Commission  funds  and  some  statements  of 
amounts  paid  from  the  appropriation  "Aid  to 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
1905."  Pasted  on  the  inside  cover  of  the  volume  are 
small  portrait  photographs  of  four  members  of  the 
Commission. 

43.20  Other  records  of  the  Commission  include 
lists  of  jurors  to  determine  awards,  Oct.  1904  (3/4 
in.);  lists  of  passes,  Apr.-Dec.  1904  (1  in.);  samples 
of  commemorative  medals,  1904  (2  in.);  correspon¬ 
dence  of  the  New  York  despatch  agent.  Sept.  24, 
1901-May  18,  1905  (2  in.);  correspondence  con¬ 
cerning  disposition  of  the  property  of  the  exposi¬ 
tion,  Oct.  3,  1902-Mar.  27, 1905  (1  in.);  correspon¬ 
dence  concerning  final  reports,  Mar.  14-July  7, 
1905  (1/2  in.);  original  drafts  of  a  report  from  the 
Commission  to  the  President,  Sept.  30,  1903  (1/2 
in.),  and  of  the  final  report,  June  30, 1905  (1/2  in.); 
a  report  on  exhibits  of  States  and  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  1905  (10  in.);  scrapbooks  of  newspaper 
clippings  relating  to  the  exposition,  1901-4  (2  vols., 
2  in.),  compiled  mainly  from  St.  Louis  newspapers; 
and  issues  of  the  printed  "World’s  Fair  Bulletin," 
Oct.-Dec.  1901  (1  in.),  containing  news  and  pictures 
relating  to  the  exposition. 

43.21  Records  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  include  general  correspondence,  Jan.  10, 
1901-Aug.  30,  1905  (2  ft.),  and  press  copies  of 
letters  sent,  Apr.  10,  1901-Aug.  9,  1905  (5  vols.,  5 
in.),  to  suppliers,  Government  departments, 
exposition  authorities,  exhibitors,  and  others.  The 
secretary  also  maintained  a  set  of  diaries,  Apr.  23, 
1901-Aug.  19,  1905  (5  vols.,  3  in.),  in  which  he 
entered  notes  regarding  his  letters,  notices  of 
receptions,  and  other  information. 

43.22  Three  series  of  records  relate  directly  to 
the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  Company,  which 
collected  and  disbursed  Government  funds  appro¬ 


priated  for  the  exposition  under  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  March  3,  1901.  These  series  are  financial 
reports,  1902-4  (1  vol.,  1  in.);  articles  of  agree¬ 
ment  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  Compa¬ 
ny,  Apr.  23,  1901  (negligible);  and  an  undated  list  of 
officers  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition 
Company  (negligible). 

43.23  The  Board  of  Lady  Managers  had  many 
varied  responsibilities,  including  the  appointment  of 
one  member  to  each  of  the  committees  authorized  to 
award  prizes  for  exhibits  that  may  have  been  pro¬ 
duced  in  whole  or  in  part  by  women.  The  Board  also 
organized  and  supervised  the  many  public  and  semi¬ 
official  entertainments  and  functions  associated  with 
the  exposition.  The  work  of  the  Board  is  documented 
by  the  minutes  of  two  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Lady  Managers,  Dec.  1903  and  Mar.  1904  (1/2 
in.),  and  by  the  report  of  the  Board,  1905  (1  vol., 
1  in.),  to  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  Commis¬ 
sion. 

43.24  Most  of  the  letters  received  by  the  State 
Department  representative  on  the  Government 
Board,  1903-4  (6  in.),  and  his  assistant,  who  pre¬ 
pared  the  State  Department’s  exhibit,  are  from  the 
United  States  Government  Board,  but  some  are  from 
libraries  and  private  citizens  regarding  requests  for 
items  to  be  used  in  the  State  Department’s  exhibit. 
These  letters  are  arranged  in  part  alphabetically  by 
subject  or  person;  the  rest  are  unarranged.  Letters 
received  regarding  foreign  participation  in  the 
exposition,  1901-4  (3  in.),  consist  of  copies  of  notes 
received  by  the  State  Department  from  foreign 
governments  and  of  despatches  from  officers  in  the 
diplomatic  and  consular  service  of  the  United  States 
concerning  the  participation  of  foreign  governments 
in  the  exposition  at  St.  Louis.  The  records  are 
arranged  in  part  by  name  of  consulate  or  embassy; 
the  rest  are  unarranged. 

43.25  Photographs  of  exhibits,  buildings,  and 
officials  of  the  exposition,  1903-5  (EX),  are  in  the 
custody  of  the  Still  Picture  Branch. 


Records  Relating  to  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
Centennial  Exposition  at  Portland,  OR, 

1905 

43.26  This  exposition  was  held  from  June  1  to 
October  15,  1905,  to  celebrate  the  100th  anniversary 
of  the  exploration  of  the  Oregon  country  by 
Meriwether  Lewis  and  William  Clark  in  the  years 
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1804-6.  Government  participation  in  this  exposition 
was  provided  for  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved 
April  13,  1904,  which  authorized  the  creation  of  the 
United  States  Government  Board  to  manage  the 
Government’s  exhibits,  invited  the  Bureau  of 
American  Republics  to  make  an  exhibit,  and 
appropriated  the  sum  of  $200,000  for  the 
Government’s  exhibits.  The  act  also  provided  for  the 
selection  of  items  from  the  Government’s  exhibit  at 
the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  in  St.  Louis  and 
their  transportation  to  Portland.  The  Department  of 
State’s  representative  on  the  United  States 
Government  Board  was  made  chairman  of  the 
Board’s  transportation  committee.  Invitations  to 
foreign  governments  to  participate  in  the  exposition 
were  extended  through  the  State  Department  on 
behalf  of  the  exposition  management. 

43.27  Correspondence  of  the  State  Department 
representative  on  the  United  States  Government 
Board  of  management,  1905  (3  in.),  with  other 
members  of  the  Board,  Government  agencies,  rail¬ 
roads,  and  others  concerns  the  transportation  of 
Government  exhibits  and  personnel  to  and  from  the 
exposition.  Included  also  are  letters  pertaining  to  the 
State  Department’s  exhibit;  a  copy  of  minutes  of  a 
meeting  of  the  Board;  a  list  of  the  Board’s  commit¬ 
tees;  and  official  pamphlets  published  by  the  exposi¬ 
tion,  namely,  the  "Official  Directory"  and  "Calendar 
of  Events. "  The  records  are  arranged  alphabetically 
by  name  of  person  or  by  subject. 


Records  Relating  to  the 
Alaska-Yukon-Pacific  Exposition  at 
Seattle,  WA,  1909 

43.28  This  exposition  was  held  from  June  1  to 
October  15,  1909.  Government  participation  in  and 
appropriations  for  the  exposition  were  provided  for 
by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  May  27,  1908.  The 
U.S.  Government  exhibits  at  the  exposition  were 
administered  by  a  Government  board  of  management. 
The  State  Department  participated  in  the  Government 
exhibits  and  had  a  representative  on  the  board  of 
managers.  Invitations  to  foreign  governments  to 
participate  in  the  exposition  were  sent  through  the 
Department  of  State  on  October  9,  1906. 

43.29  Correspondence  regarding  the  State 
Department  exhibit,  1906-9  (3  in.),  relates  to  such 
matters  as  buildings  and  space,  transportation  of  the 
exhibit,  and  bills.  The  correspondence  is  arranged  in 
part  alphabetically  by  subject  or  name  of  person;  the 
rest  is  unarranged.  These  records  are  intermingled 
with  records  relating  to  the  Jamestown  Tercentennial 
Exposition  held  at  Hampton  Roads,  VA,  from  April 
26  to  November  30,  1907. 
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Record  Group  59 

GENERAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  execution  of  the  act  of  the  present  session  of  Congress  for  taking  possession  of  Louisiana,  as  ceded  to  us  by  France, 
and  for  the  temporary  government  thereof,  Governor  Claiborne  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  General  Wilkinson, 
were  appointed  Commissioners  to  receive  possession.  They  proceeded,  with  such  regular  troops  as  had  been  assembled 
at  Fort  Adams  from  the  nearest  posts,  and  with  some  militia  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  to  New  Orleans.  To  be 
prepared  for  anything  unexpected  which  might  arise  out  of  the  transaction,  a  respectable  body  of  militia  was  ordered 
to  be  in  readiness  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  and  a  part  of  those  of  Tennessee  was  moved  on  to 
the  Natchez.  No  occasion,  however,  arose  for  their  services.  Our  Commissioners,  on  their  arrival  at  New  Orleans, 
found  the  Province  already  delivered  by  the  Commissaries  of  Spain  to  that  of  France,  who  delivered  it  over  to  them  on 
the  20th  day  of  December,  as  appears  by  their  declaratory  act  accompanying  this.  Governor  Claiborne,  being  duly 
invested  with  the  powers  heretofore  exercised  by  the  Governor  and  Intendant  of  Louisiana,  assumed  the  government 
on  the  same  day,  and,  for  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order,  immediately  issued  the  proclamation  and  address  now 
communicated. 

On  this  important  acquisition,  so  favorable  to  the  immediate  interests  of  our  Western  citizens,  so  auspicious  to  the 
peace  and  security  of  the  nation  in  general,  which  adds  to  our  country  territories  so  extensive  and  fertile,  and  to  our 
citizens  new  brethren  to  partake  of  the  blessings  of  freedom  and  self-government,  I  offer  to  Congress  and  our  country 
my  sincere  congratulations. 

January  16,  1804  Th.  Jefferson 

President's  Message,  State  Papers  and  Correspondence  bearing  upon  the  Purchase  of  the  Territory 
of  Louisiana  (Washington:  Government  Printing  Office,  1903),  pp.  285-286 


Introduction 

59.1  On  July  27,  1789,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  approved  an  act  that  provided  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
the  first  executive  department  of  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment.  The  new  Department  was  created  to  help  the 
President  carry  out  his  constitutional  responsibility  for 
conducting  U.S.  relations  with  foreign  governments. 
Section  4  of  the  establishing  act  (1  Stat.  28)  directed 
that  the  former  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
Foreign  Affairs  (under  the  Continental  Congress) 
should  turn  over  his  records,  books,  and  papers  to  the 
new  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
Within  the  next  few  weeks  the  Congress  established 
two  other  executive  departments—war  and  finance— 
but  some  domestic  functions  of  the  Government  still 
remained  unassigned.  By  an  act  of  September  15, 
1789,  therefore,  the  Congress  changed  the  name  of 
the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  Department 
of  State  and  assigned  those  domestic  functions  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  addition  to  his  foreign  duties. 
From  time  to  time  over  the  years,  the  Secretary’s 
domestic  duties  were  expanded;  when  a  particular 
duty  became  too  burdensome,  a  separate  executive 
department  or  agency  was  created  to  handle  it. 


59.2  The  Department’s  domestic  duties  varied 
considerably  through  the  years.  For  some  time  after 
its  establishment,  the  Department  administered 
practically  all  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  United 
States  except  those  concerning  war  and  finance.  At 
one  time  or  another,  its  domestic  duties  included 
preserving  the  original  acts  of  the  Congress  and  the 
records  of  the  Continental  Congress;  procuring  the 
statutes  of  the  States;  administering  the  "patent 
business";  receiving  and  preserving  copyrights; 
supervising  the  decennial  censuses;  publishing  the 
U.S.  laws,  statutes  at  large,  and  the  Biennial  Register 
("Blue  Book")  of  Government  officials;  preparing  and 
issuing  commissions  for  Federal  officers;  preparing 
and  recording  Presidential  pardons;  and  administering 
Territorial  affairs.  These  and  other  domestic  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Department  were  later  terminated  or 
passed  on  to  other  agencies. 

59.3  When  the  Constitution  was  framed,  only  one 
territory,  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio, 
existed.  Its  government,  which  had  been  organized 
under  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  was  continued 
by  an  act  of  August  7,  1789.  Communications  from 
the  Governor  that  were  intended  for  Congress  were 
transmitted  through  the  President,  and  correspondence 
between  the  President  and  Governor  was  conducted 
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through  the  Department  of  State.  A  law  of  1792 
required  the  Secretary  of  State  to  have  the  laws  of  the 
Territory  printed  and  to  provide  seals  for  the  officers. 
As  the  Territory  came  to  be  subdivided  into  several 
separate  governments,  the  labors  of  the  Department 
increased,  but  their  nature  did  not  materially  change. 
The  Department  of  State  exercised  jurisdiction  over 
the  Territories  until  1873,  when  that  responsibility 
was  transferred  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

59.4  Most  of  the  records  maintained  by  the 
Department  of  State  in  carrying  out  its  many 
functions  (except  those  inherited  from  wartime 
Government  agencies)  were  incorporated  into  its 
central  files.  A  few  Department  offices,  however, 
such  as  the  Passport  Division,  the  Bureau  of 
Accounts,  the  Chief  Clerk’s  Bureau,  and  the  Bureau 
of  Rolls  and  Library,  maintained  their  own  records. 
The  textual  and  nontextual  records  of  the  Department 
of  State  that  were  in  the  National  Archives  on  April 
1,  1985,  including  those  pertinent  to  this  guide,  are 
described  in  detail  in  the  Inventory  of  the  General 
Records  of  the  Department  of  State  (Inv.  15), 
compiled  by  the  staff  of  the  Diplomatic  Branch  and 
issued  in  1992.  Many  of  the  important  series  of 
records  described  in  the  inventory  have  been 
published  on  microfilm  by  the  National  Archives; 
most  of  these  publications  are  listed  in  Diplomatic 
Records:  A  Select  Catalog  of  National  Archives 
Microfilm  Publications  (1986).  Those  that  are  not 
listed,  interestingly  enough,  are  the  publications  of 
State  Department  records  that  relate  to  the  Territories 
and  so  deal  largely  with  domestic  rather  than 
international  concerns. 

59.5  Other  records  resulting  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  activities  are  in  Record  Group  11,  General 
Records  of  the  U.S.  Government;  Record  Group  43, 
Records  of  International  Conferences,  Commissions, 
and  Expositions;  Record  Group  76,  Records  of 
Boundary  and  Claims  Commissions  and  Arbitrations; 
and  Record  Group  84,  Records  of  the  Foreign 
Service  Posts  of  the  Department  of  State.  Reports 
and  other  publications  prepared  by  the  Secretary  and 
the  Department  are  part  of  Record  Group  287, 
Publications  of  the  U.S.  Government.  Records 
relating  to  legislation  concerning  the  Department  of 
State  and  the  Territories  are  in  Record  Group  46, 
Records  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  which  also  includes  a 
collection  of  Territorial  Papers  and  records  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  1844-1921,  and  Record 
Group  233,  Records  of  the  U.S.  House  of 


Representatives,  which  includes  records  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories  dating  from  1825. 

59.6  Editorial  Note:  In  the  discussion  of  the 
records  that  document  the  diplomatic  functions  of  the 
State  Department,  emphasis  naturally  is  placed  on 
those  that  relate  to  U.S.  diplomatic  posts  located  in 
areas  of  the  trans-Mississippi  West  still  held  by 
European  powers  after  the  Louisiana  Purchase  (see 
table  accompanying  this  chapter).  Pertinent  infor¬ 
mation  is  also  found  in  records  relating  to  posts 
located  chiefly  in  the  border  areas  of  Mexico  and 
Canada,  and  that  is  reflected  in  the  selection  of  many 
of  the  series  discussed  in  this  chapter.  Many  records 
included  in  Record  Group  59  originated  after  1912 
and  so  are  not  described  here.  Unless  otherwise 
noted,  series  consisting  of  records  originating  prior  to 
1913  but  extending  beyond  that  date  are  described  in 
their  entirety.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  part  of  such  series  relate  to  the  pre-1913 
period.  Cartographic  and  photographic  records  are 
maintained  as  separate  collections  apart  from  the 
textual  records,  and  the  few  such  records  that  are 
relevant  are  described  at  the  end  of  this  chapter. 
Most  photographic  records  are  identified  by  alphabet¬ 
ic  collection  designators,  shown  in  parentheses, 
instead  of  series  titles. 


CENTRAL  FILES 

OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 

59.7  Before  1870  the  records  that  later  became 
the  central  files  of  the  Department  of  State  were 
maintained  by  the  bureaus  and  offices  that  produced 
or  accumulated  them.  For  example,  beginning  in 
1833,  responsibility  for  the  administration  of  diplo¬ 
matic  and  consular  posts  was  assigned  to  Diplomatic 
and  Consular  Bureaus,  respectively,  each  of  the 
bureaus  maintaining  its  own  files.  In  1870  a  reorga¬ 
nization  of  the  Department  gave  the  Chief  Clerk’s 
Bureau  custody  of  the  archives  and  rolls  and  the  task 
of  indexing  the  Department’s  records  as  they  accumu¬ 
lated.  Three  years  later  the  departmental  organization 
was  modified,  and  the  recordkeeping  duties  of  the 
Chief  Clerk’s  Bureau  were  transferred  to  the  Bureau 
of  Indexes  and  Archives.  That  Bureau  continued  to 
maintain  the  three  main  groupings  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  records  that  had  been  established  before  1870, 
namely,  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  Consular 
Correspondence,  and  Miscellaneous  Correspondence. 
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TABLE  -  59.6 

Officials*  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  State 
Stationed  West  of  the  Mississippi  River,  1798-1848. 

Based  on  Walter  P.  Smith  II,  America’s  Diplomats  and  Consuls  of  1776-1865, 
Occasional  Paper  No.  2,  Foreign  Service  Institute,  U.S.  Department  of  State,  1986 


Locations 

Dates 

Position 

Name 

LOUISIANA 

New  Orleans 

1797-98 

Consul 

Procopio  Pollock 

1798-99 

Consul 

William  E.  Hulings 

1799-1801 

Consul 

Evan  Jones 

1801-2 

Consul 

Daniel  Clark 

1803 

SA /SC 

William  C.C.  Claiborne 

1803 

SC 

James  Wilkinson 

OREGON 

Columbia  River 

1817 

SDA 

John  B.  Provost 

1817-22 

SDA 

James  Biddle 

1858 

SDA 

Commodore  John  Nugent 

MEXICO  -  CALIFORNIA 

Monterey 

1843-46 

Consul 

Thomas  O.  Larkin 

1845 

SDA 

Thomas  O.  Larkin 

San  Francisco 

1843-44 

Consul 

Albert  M.  Gilliam 

MEXICO  -  COAHUILA  Y  TEXAS 

Brazoria 

1834 

Consul 

Thomas  Woolridge 

1835-37 

Consul 

John  A.  Parker 

Galveston 

1818 

SDA 

George  Graham 

1830-32? 

Consul 

Joseph  W.E.  Wallace 

1832-35 

Consul 

David  G.  Burnet 

1835-36 

Consul 

Francis  Slaughter 

Goliad,  or  Matagorda 

1835-36 

Consul 

John  Stryker 

San  Antonio 

1826-29 

Consul 

David  Dixon 

1829-32 

Consul 

Joseph  W.E.  Wallace 

MEXICO  -  NEW  MEXICO 

Santa  Fe 

1825-30? 

Consul 

Augustus  Storrs 

1830-34? 

Consul 

James  Davis 

1834-38? 

Consul 

Ceran  St.  Vraim 

1839-46 

Consul 

Manuel  Alvarez 

1846 

CA 

Manuel  Alvarez 
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TABLE  -  59.6,  Continued 


Locations 

Dates 

Position 

Name 

REPUBLIC  OF  CALIFORNIA 

Monterey 

1845-46 

SDA 

Lt.  Archibald  Gillespie 

1846-48 

Consul 

Thomas  O.  Larkin 

San  Francisco 

1846-47 

Vice-Consul 

William  A.  Liedesdorff 

REPUBLIC  OF  TEXAS 

Brazoria 

1838-42? 

Consul 

Young  I.  Porter 

Galveston 

1836-38? 

Consul 

Francis  Slaughter 

1838-42 

Consul 

Elisha  A.  Rhodes 

1840-41 

Cd’A 

George  H.  Flood 

1841-43 

Cd’A 

Joseph  Eve 

1842-44 

Consul 

A.M.  Green 

1843-44 

Cd’A 

William  S.  Murphy 

1844 

Cd’A 

Tilghman  A.  Howard 

1844-45 

Cd’A 

Andrew  Jackson  Donelson 

1844-45 

Consul 

Duff  Green 

1845 

Consul 

Thomas  N.  Herndon 

1845 

SDA 

Charles  A.  Wickliffe 

1845 

SDA 

Archibald  Yell 

Goliad  or  Matagorda 

1836-37 

Consul 

John  Stryker 

Harrisburg  (Houston) 

1836 

SDA 

Henry  M.  Morfit 

1837-40 

Cd’A 

Alcee  La  Branche 

Matagorda 

1836-37 

Consul 

John  Stryker 

1838-40 

Consul 

John  A.  Monges 

1840-42? 

Consul 

Charles  S.  Wallach 

1842-45? 

Consul 

W.W.T.  Smith 

Sabine 

1843-45 

Consul 

Stewart  Newell 

Velasco 

1837-40 

Consul 

Stewart  Newell 

1842 

Consul 

A.M.  Green 

1843-45 

Consul 

Morgan  L.  Smith 

^Consul;  Vice-Consul;  Charge  d’Affaires  (Cd’A);  Special  Diplomatic  Agent  (SDA);  Special  Agent  (SA); 
Special  Commissioner  (SC);  Commercial  Agent  (CA) 
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59.8  The  three  main  groupings  of  the 
Department’s  correspondence  were  themselves 
subdivided  into  smaller  series  for  the  convenience  of 
the  recordkeeping  bureaus.  Letters  between  the 
President  and  the  heads  of  foreign  states  were 
separated  from  the  other  series  of  diplomatic 
correspondence.  Special  series  of  instructions  to,  and 
despatches  from,  special  diplomatic  agents  also  were 
maintained  separately.  The  miscellaneous  correspon¬ 
dence  was  subdivided  more  extensively  than  were  the 
other  two  main  groupings  of  records,  with  separate 
series  established  for  domestic  letters,  miscellaneous 
letters,  and  several  subject  subgroups,  including  one 
consisting  of  reports  and  other  records  concerning 
district  courts. 

59.9  Two  of  the  Department’s  recordkeeping 
practices  served  to  complicate  the  arrangement  and 
identification  of  some  records.  First,  several  State 
Department  offices  whose  functions  were  chiefly 
administrative  continued  to  maintain  the  records  of 
their  own  activities  even  after  1870.  The  distinction 
between  records  kept  in  the  administrative  or  house¬ 
keeping  bureaus  and  those  kept  in  the  Department’s 
central  files  was  not  always  clear  cut;  as  a  result, 
papers  concerning  miscellaneous  departmental  admin¬ 
istrative  or  housekeeping  functions  are  found  through¬ 
out  the  principal  series  of  the  central  files  and  are 
recorded  in  the  registers  and  indexes  to  these  files. 
Second,  the  Department  separated  some  enclosures 
from  the  letters  they  accompanied  and  placed  the 
enclosures  in  the  Department’s  library.  Many  of 
these  enclosures  were  not  annotated  with  references 
to  their  transmittal  letters,  so  it  is  often  difficult  to 
connect  the  enclosures  with  correspondence  in  the 
Department’s  central  files.  When  possible,  enclo¬ 
sures  have  been  keyed  to  the  related  correspondence. 

59.10  Practically  all  the  correspondence  from 
1789  to  1906  is  bound  and  labeled  with  series  titles, 
inclusive  dates,  names  of  countries  or  consular  posts, 
names  of  diplomatic  or  consular  officers,  or  other 
identifying  information.  As  was  often  the  case  in 
binding  records,  however,  some  items  that  should 
have  been  bound  were  overlooked.  These  items  have 
since  been  identified  and  are  described  under  the 
series  of  records  to  which  they  belong. 

59.11  In  1906  the  Bureau  of  Indexes  and  Archives 
adopted  a  subject  case  filing  scheme,  called  the 
numerical  file,  as  a  control  over  the  central  files.  By 
1910  this  system  had  proven  unsatisfactory.  As  a 
result,  the  Bureau  introduced  the  more  comprehensive 


decimal  filing  system  that  was  used,  with  modifica¬ 
tions,  until  1963. 

59.12  Virtually  all  of  the  major  series  of  records 
in  the  central  files  for  the  period  1785-1910  have 
been  microfilmed.  Included  are  diplomatic  instruc¬ 
tions,  diplomatic  despatches,  notes  to  and  from 
foreign  legations  and  consulates,  consular  despatches, 
domestic  letters  sent,  and  miscellaneous  letters 
received.  Also  available  on  microfilm  are  the 
numerical  file  and  many  subject  segments  of  the 
decimal  file,  the  filing  system  adopted  in  1910. 
These  publications  are  listed  in  Diplomatic  Records , 
and  the  pertinent  microfilm  publication  numbers  are 
included  in  the  individual  series  descriptions  provided 
in  this  chapter. 

Records  Relating  to  the  Territories 

59.13  The  Department  of  State  supervised  affairs 
in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  from  1789  to 
1873.  For  varying  lengths  of  time  during  this  period, 
the  Department  was  responsible  for  the  affairs  of  28 
Territories  and  attended  to  such  matters  as  correspon¬ 
dence  between  the  President  and  the  Territorial 
officials,  the  printing  of  Territorial  laws,  and  the 
provision  of  seals  for  the  Territories’  official  use.  By 
an  act  of  March  1,  1873  (17  Stat.  484),  Congress 
transferred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  "all  the 
duties  in  relation  to  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States  that  are  now  by  law  or  by  custom  exercised 
and  performed  by  the  Secretary  of  State."  Conse¬ 
quently,  Territorial  documents  after  that  date  are  in 
Record  Group  48,  Records  of  the  Office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  in  Record  Group  126, 
Records  of  the  Office  of  Territories. 

59.14  Related  records  are  in  other  record  groups 
as  well.  Territorial  papers  in  Records  of  the  U.S. 
Senate  (RG  46)  relate  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Territories.  Because  Territorial  Governors  served  as 
ex  officio  superintendents  of  Indian  affairs  for  their 
Territories,  records  documenting  this  activity  are 
found  in  Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (RG 
75).  General  Records  of  the  Department  of  Justice 
(RG  60)  include  records  relating  to  the  appointment 
of  judges  and  U.S.  attorneys  and  marshals  in  the 
Territories.  Other  related  materials  are  in  Records  of 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (RG  49);  Records  of 
U.S.  Army  Commands,  1784-1821  (RG  98);  Records 
of  U.S.  Army  Continental  Commands,  1821-1920 
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(RG  393);  and  Records  of  the  Office  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  (RG  107). 

59.15  Many  letters  relating  to  the  Territories  are 
filed  with  the  series  of  miscellaneous  letters  (59.21) 
and  domestic  letters  (59.24)  that  are  part  of  the 
Miscellaneous  Correspondence  segment  of  the  De¬ 
partment’s  central  files.  Most  of  the  letters  and 
reports  that  were  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
from  the  Governors  or  the  secretaries  of  the  Territo¬ 
ries,  however,  were  filed  in  a  separate  collection 
called  the  "Territorial  Papers."  This  collection, 
which  was  maintained  apart  from  the  central  files, 
also  includes  the  communications  from  Territorial 
officials  to  the  President  that  were  customarily 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  Entries  for  State 
Department  records  listed  in  David  W.  Parker’s 
Calendar  of  Papers  in  Washington  Archives  relating 
to  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  (to  1873), 
published  in  1911  by  the  Carnegie  Institution  of 
Washington,  identify  documents  found  in  the  two 
series  of  letters  mentioned  above  as  well  as  some,  but 
not  all,  of  those  filed  in  the  "Territorial  Papers" 
collection.  Records  concerning  the  appointment  of 
Territorial  officials  are  also  among  the  Department’s 
appointment  papers  (59.86-59.106). 

59.16  The  Territorial  Papers  collection  is 
arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  Territory  and 
thereunder  chronologically  for  the  most  part  and 
concerns  the  administration  of  most  of  the  Territories 
established  in  the  19th  century,  including  those 
Territories  that  did  not  bear  the  names  of  later  States, 
and  California,  which  was  never  an  organized 
Territory.  Not  described  here  are  records  for  the 
Territories  that  were  located  entirely  east  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  namely,  Alabama,  1818-19; 
Florida,  1777-1832  (including  Spanish  records); 
Mississippi,  1797-1801;  Northwest,  1787-1801;  and 
Southwest,  1775-96.  Records  for  those  Territories 
that  were  located  beyond  the  Mississippi  or  had 
jurisdiction  over  lands  lying  west  of  the  river  are 
discussed  below.  No  records  in  this  collection  are 
specifically  designated  for  Iowa  (although  some 
pertinent  documents  may  possibly  be  found  among 
the  Michigan  papers)  or  for  Wisconsin  (which  was 
part  of  Michigan  Territory  as  well  as  part  of  the 
Territories  of  Indiana  and  Illinois),  but  documents 
relating  to  both  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  are  found  in  the 
series  of  domestic  and  miscellaneous  letters.  Some 
records  concerning  Texas  under  Spanish  jurisdiction 
can  be  found  in  the  materials  for  Orleans  Territory, 
while  records  relating  to  the  Republic  of  Texas  are 


found  in  several  other  series  (59.40,  59.43,  59.46, 
59.50,  59.56,  and  59.66). 

59.17  The  Territorial  Papers,  1764-1873  (67 
vols.,  14  ft.),  consist  of  correspondence,  reports, 
proclamations  and  messages  issued  by  the  Territorial 
Governors,  copies  of  journals  of  proceedings  of 
legislative  assemblies,  copies  of  acts  passed  by  the 
assemblies,  newspaper  clippings,  census  data,  and 
other  records.  Also  included  for  some  of  the 
Territories  are  lists  of  appointments  and  commissions, 
oaths,  reports  of  Territorial  officials,  and  requests  for 
leaves  of  absence.  Many  of  the  early  records  for 
each  Territory  relate  to  the  mechanics  of  establishing 
the  Territorial  government.  In  addition  to  the  records 
relating  to  specific  Territories,  this  series  also 
includes  a  relatively  small  amount  of  general 
materials. 

59.18  The  amount  of  material  available  for  those 
Territories  either  located  in  or  having  jurisdiction 
over  lands  beyond  the  Mississippi  River  varies 
greatly,  ranging  from  2  documents  each  for  Minneso¬ 
ta  and  Indian  Territory  to  13  volumes  for  Orleans 
Territory.  Given  below  is  additional  information 
about  the  records  for  each  of  these  Territories, 
including  pertinent  microfilm  publication  numbers. 
Also  included  (in  brackets)  are  references  to  other 
National  Archives  microfilm  publications  of  discrete 
series  of  Territorial  papers  found  in  Records  of  the 
U.S.  Senate  (RG  46),  Records  of  the  Office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  (RG  48),  and  Records  of  the 
Office  of  Territories  (RG  126). 

1.  Arizona  Territory,  1864-72  (M342,  1  roll). 
These  letters  and  reports  are  bound  in  a  volume  that 
also  includes  records  for  Alabama  and  Arkansas,  but 
only  the  Arizona  papers  are  reproduced  in  M342. 
Many  communications  relate  to  Indian  uprisings, 
which  became  more  serious  after  most  of  the  Federal 
troops  were  withdrawn  from  the  Territory  during  the 
Civil  War,  and  to  requests  for  reinforcements  for 
local  regiments.  Several  letters  request  military  and 
diplomatic  aid  in  handling  the  problem  of  crimes 
committed  near  the  border,  reportedly  by  Mexican 
nationals.  Some  communications  contain  information 
on  such  subjects  as  mining  in  Arizona  and  the  various 
routes  used  for  bringing  supplies  into  the  Territory. 
A  letter  dated  July  1,  1868,  reports  that  the 
Territorial  capital  was  moved  from  Prescott  to 
Tucson.  Also  included  are  some  communications 
from  Federal  officials  of  the  Interior,  Justice,  and 
War  Departments.  [RG  46:  Arizona,  1857-65 
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(M200,  roll  18);  RG  48  and  RG  126:  Arizona, 
1868-1913  (M429,  8  rolls)].  See  also  59.19. 

2.  Arkansas  Territory,  1819-36  (Unfilmed). 
Bound  as  part  of  a  volume  containing  papers  relating 
to  Alabama  and  Arizona,  these  records  consist 
primarily  of  messages  of  the  Governor,  copies  of  acts 
of  the  Territorial  legislature,  printed  laws,  and  a  few 
letters.  Also  included  are  the  field  notes  and  plat  of 
survey  compiled  during  the  running  of  the  boundary 
line  between  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  and  the  State 
of  Louisiana  and  submitted  in  1831,  and  a  copy  of  a 
plat  certified  in  1826  showing  the  eastern  boundary  of 
the  Choctaw  lands  in  the  Territory.  [RG  46: 
Arkansas,  1820-36  (M200,  roll  8)]. 

3.  California,  1846-47  (Unfilmed).  These 
relatively  few  documents  are  bound  in  a  volume  with 
records  relating  to  Colorado.  Included  are 
proclamations  of  the  Governor  declaring  California  to 
be  a  part  of  the  United  States  and  announcing  a 
blockade  of  all  ports  on  the  west  coast  of  Mexico 
south  of  San  Diego.  Also  included  is  the  June  27, 
1846,  issue  of  the  Polynesian ,  the  official  journal  of 
the  Hawaiian  Government,  containing  a  report  of  the 
arrival  in  Honolulu  of  a  party  of  178  emigrants  bound 
for  California,  where  they  planned  to  establish  a  town 
on  the  north  side  of  San  Francisco  Bay. 

4.  Colorado  Territory,  1859-74  (M3,  1  roll). 
The  records  are  bound  in  two  volumes  with  the 
records  for  California  included  in  the  first  volume. 
The  papers  concern  such  subjects  as  the  movement  to 
organize  a  Territorial  government;  the  successful 
effort  to  counteract  disloyal  influences  in  the 
Territory;  the  administration  of  justice;  the  movement 
for  statehood,  with  its  related  questions  of  Negro 
suffrage  and  party  control;  the  conflict  between  Gov. 
Alexander  Cummings  and  Secy.  Samuel  H.  Elbert; 
and  charges  against  the  administrations  of  Governor 
Cummings  and  Gov.  John  Evans.  Documents 
concerning  Indian  affairs  include  Governor  Evans’ 
printed  refutation  of  charges  relating  to  the  Sand 
Creek  massacre.  Headed  "Massacre  of  Cheyenne 
Indians,"  this  21-page  document  consists  of  16  pages 
of  Evans’  reply,  and  2  appendixes— a  report  of  a 
council  with  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Indians  held 
at  Camp  Weld,  Denver,  on  September  28,  1864,  and 
a  statement  dated  June  22,  1865,  by  Mrs.  Lucinda 
Ewbanks,  giving  a  brief  account  of  her  captivity 
among  the  Cheyenne  and  Sioux  Indians.  The  number 


of  documents  varies  considerably  from  year  to  year; 
none  are  available  for  the  brief  portion  of  1873  that 
ended  the  State  Department’s  jurisdiction  over 
Territorial  affairs,  and  only  one  each  is  included  for 
the  years  1859,  1868,  1869,  and  1874.  [RG  46: 
Colorado,  1860-68  (M200,  roll  17);  RG  48: 
Colorado,  1861-76  (M431,  1  roll)]. 

5.  Dakota  Territory,  1861-73  (M309,  1  roll). 
These  records  are  bound  in  one  volume,  along  with 
a  few  documents  relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 
M309  contains  only  the  Dakota-related  documents, 
chiefly  the  annual  reports  of  executive  proceedings 
for  the  first  several  years  of  Territorial  government. 
These  reports  provide  copies  of  numerous  documents, 
including  correspondence  between  the  Executive 
Office  and  the  officer  in  command  of  the  First 
Military  District,  Division  of  the  Northwest,  and 
other  Army  officers  regarding  military  operations 
against  the  Indians.  The  reports  concern  the  hostility 
of  the  Indians  and  the  efforts  of  the  Executive  Office 
to  establish  a  Territorial  militia;  the  desire  of  the 
Territorial  government  to  have  the  transcontinental 
railroad  routed  through  Dakota  Territory  and  to  enact 
a  law  authorizing  the  issuance  of  bonds  for  the 
construction  of  railroads  in  the  Territory;  the 
development  of  educational  facilities;  the  need  for  a 
homestead  act;  and  the  encouragement  of  immigration 
into  the  Territory.  In  his  message  to  the  assembly  in 
1864,  Gov.  Newton  Edmunds  mentioned  the  possible 
existence  of  mineral  deposits  in  the  Black  Hills.  [RG 
46:  Dakota,  1858-73  (M200,  roll  18);  RG  48, 
Dakota:  1863-1902  (M3 10,  3  rolls)]. 

6.  Idaho  Territory,  1863-72  (M445,  1  roll). 
Bound  in  two  volumes  are  reports  and  other 
communications  from  the  Governor  and  the  secretary 
of  the  Territory,  as  well  as  some  letters  from  the 
Departments  of  the  Interior,  Justice,  and  War.  The 
correspondence  relates  to  such  subjects  as  an  attempt 
by  some  citizens  to  stop  the  move  of  the  capital  from 
Lewiston  to  Boise,  sporadic  attacks  by  the  Nez  Perce 
Indians,  Indian  enmities,  and  proposed  solutions  to 
the  Indian  problem.  A  few  records  for  the  period 
from  1864  to  1866  and  most  of  the  documents  from 
1866  to  1869  relate  to  charges  of  malfeasance  of 
office  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  and  the  secretary. 
Among  the  records  are  letters  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  concerning  relations  with  the  Indians,  from  the 
Idaho  Delegate  to  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
concerning  the  plight  of  his  constituents,  and  from 
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officials  in  the  Treasury  Department  regarding 
Territorial  appropriations.  Other  records  relate  to 
mining,  financial  problems,  education,  Chinese 
immigrants,  and  friction  between  Northern  and 
Southern  sympathizers  in  the  assembly.  [RG  46: 
Idaho,  1863-70  (M200,  Roll  4);  RG  48:  Idaho, 
1863-70  (M191,  3  rolls)]. 

7.  Illinois  Territory,  1809-18,  and  Indiana 
Territory,  1804-16  (Unfilmed).  The  lands  embraced 
by  these  Territories  included  that  portion  of  present- 
day  Minnesota  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  and 
Lake  of  the  Woods.  The  records,  which  may  contain 
some  information  about  that  area,  are  bound  together 
in  one  volume  that  also  includes  two  documents  for 
Indian  Territory.  [RG  46:  Indiana,  1792-1830 
(M200,  roll  4)]. 

8.  Indian  Territory,  1869  (Unfilmed).  These 
records,  consisting  of  two  letters  relating  to  the  status 
of  Fort  Arbuckle,  are  bound  in  one  volume  with 
records  for  Illinois  and  Indiana  Territories. 

9.  Kansas  Territory,  1854-61  (M2 18, 2  rolls). 
Bound  in  three  volumes,  these  records  contain  rela¬ 
tively  little  information  about  affairs  in  the  Territory 
before  September  1856  but  provide  a  fairly  complete 
record  of  events  that  took  place  thereafter.  The 
records  are  primarily  concerned  with  the  conflict 
between  the  proslavery  and  antislavery  factions  in  the 
Territory  and  include  correspondence  between  the 
Governor  and  military  commanders  relating  to  the 
disposition  of  troops  to  subdue  violence,  and  letters 
from  Territorial  officials  and  private  citizens 
informing  the  Governor  of  destruction  caused  by 
guerrilla  warfare.  Also  included  is  a  printed  copy  of 
the  constitution,  adopted  at  Wyandotte  on  July  29, 
1859,  under  which  Kansas  was  admitted  to  the  Union 
as  a  State  in  1861.  [RG  46:  Kansas,  1854-63  (M200, 
roll  16)]. 

10.  Louisiana  Territory,  1796-1812 

(Unfilmed).  For  administrative  purposes,  the  lands 
constituting  the  Louisiana  Purchase  were  divided  in 
1804  between  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and  the 
District  of  Louisiana,  which  was  attached  to  the 
Territory  of  Indiana  until  1805  when  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana  was  established.  After  part  of  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  was  admitted  to  the  Union  as  the  State  of 
Louisiana  in  1812,  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  was 
renamed  the  Territory  of  Missouri.  Records  relating 


to  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  including  copies  of 
some  pre-1804  documents,  are  bound  in  two 
volumes.  The  first  volume  consists  largely  of 
documents  relating  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Territorial  government  in  St.  Louis  and  thereafter  to 
administrative  matters,  such  as  the  appointment  of 
officials  and  the  licensing  of  Indian  traders.  Other 
subjects  covered  include  the  appointment  and 
performance  of  James  Wilkinson  as  Governor  of  the 
Territory,  and  the  settlement  of  land  claims.  The 
second  volume  contains  petitions.  [RG  46: 
Louisiana-Missouri,  1804-22  (M200,  roll  7)]. 

11.  Michigan  Territory,  1802-36  (Unfilmed). 
The  Territory  of  Michigan  was  organized  in  1805 
from  the  northeastern  part  of  Indiana  Territory. 
Additions  in  1818  and  1834  extended  its  borders 
westward,  first  to  the  Mississippi  and  later  to  the 
Missouri  and  White  Earth  Rivers,  so  that  the 
Territory  eventually  encompassed  what  became  the 
States  of  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  and  Iowa,  as  well  as 
parts  of  the  Dakotas.  The  records  consist  of  two 
volumes  of  correspondence,  1802-36,  and  three 
volumes  of  executive  proceedings,  1802-26. 
Although  they  may  not  be  readily  identifiable,  some 
of  these  documents  may  contain  information  about  the 
areas  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  [RG  46: 
Michigan,  1803-47  (M200,  roll  6)]. 

12.  Minnesota  Territory,  1858  (Unfilmed). 
The  records  consist  solely  of  two  letters  relating  to 
personnel  matters,  bound  in  an  oversize  volume  with 
records  relating  to  Missouri  Territory.  Other  letters 
are  found  in  the  domestic  letters  and  miscellaneous 
letters  of  the  State  Department.  [RG  46:  Minnesota, 
1847-60  (M200,  roll  14)]. 

13.  Missouri  Territory,  1812-20  (Ml  134,  1 
roll).  These  records,  primarily  executive  proceedings 
and  copies  of  legislative  acts,  are  bound  in  an 
oversize  volume  along  with  the  two  letters  relating  to 
Minnesota.  Also  included  are  documents  concerning 
appointments  and  other  personnel  matters.  [RG  46: 
Louisiana-Missouri,  1804-22  (M200,  roll  7)]. 

14.  Montana  Territory,  1864-72  (M356,  2 
rolls).  These  records,  mainly  communications  from 
die  Governors  and  secretaries  of  the  Territory  and 
records  of  the  Second  Legislative  Assembly,  are 
bound  in  four  volumes.  The  correspondence  relates 
to  such  subjects  as  die  conflict  between  the  Indians 
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and  the  settlers,  the  effect  upon  Territorial  politics 
caused  by  the  influx  of  settlers  from  the  South  after 
the  Civil  War,  and  methods  used  to  encourage 
immigration  into  the  Territory.  Other  records 
concern  such  matters  as  education,  mining,  railroads, 
and  establishing  a  Territorial  library.  [RG  46: 
Montana,  1863-69  (M200,  roll  19);  RG  48: 
Montana,  1867-89  (M192,  2  rolls)]. 

15.  Nebraska  Territory,  1854-67  (M228,  1 
roll).  Bound  in  one  volume,  these  letters  and  reports 
concern  a  variety  of  subjects,  including  elections, 
political  affairs,  the  homestead  law,  schools,  finances 
of  the  Territory,  erection  of  a  capitol  building, 
organization  of  militia,  internal  improvements  such  as 
the  construction  of  wagon  roads  and  railroads,  Indian 
troubles,  and  the  impact  of  the  Civil  War  upon 
Nebraska.  Although  no  original  correspondence  is 
found  for  1854,  copies  of  material  dated  from  August 
3  to  December  31,  1854,  are  included  in  "Executive 
Proceedings."  In  addition,  the  records  include 
newspaper  clippings  that  contain  references  to 
Territorial  political  affairs;  a  certified  copy  of  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  legislature,  dated  February  12, 
1867,  endorsing  President  Andrew  Johnson’s  recon¬ 
struction  policy;  and  a  printed  copy  of  the  proposed 
State  constitution,  the  joint  resolution  submitting  it  to 
the  voters  of  the  Territory,  and  the  report  on  the 
vote.  [RG  46:  Nebraska,  1853-67  (M200,  roll  16)]. 

16.  Nevada  Territory,  1861-64  (M13,  2  rolls). 
These  records  constitute  two  bound  volumes,  one  of 
which  includes  two  copies  of  the  State  constitution 
adopted  in  1864.  Among  the  documents  in  the  other 
volume  are  letters  from  Gov.  J.W.  Nye  concerning 
conditions  in  the  Territory  in  1861,  and  several  letters 
from  the  Territorial  secretary,  Orion  Clemens,  and 
others  regarding  difficulties  about  the  western 
boundary  with  California.  Included  is  a  copy  of  the 
agreement  settling  the  boundary  issue.  [RG  46: 
Nevada,  1860-65  (M200,  roll  17)]. 

17.  New  Mexico  Territory,  1851-72  (T17,  4 
rolls).  These  records  constitute  four  bound  volumes. 
Among  the  many  subjects  considered  in  these 
volumes  are  Indian-related  matters,  such  as  policy, 
Indian-white  and  intertribal  hostilities,  depredations, 
the  return  of  Mexican  children  held  as  captives,  and 
Indian  slavery;  internal  improvements  and  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  public  buildings, 
including  repairs  to  the  "Old  Palace,"  the  Palace  of 


the  Governors;  military  actions  and  conditions  in  the 
Territory  during  and  following  the  Civil  War  and 
occupation  by  Confederate  forces  from  Texas; 
charges  against  W.F.M.  Amy,  the  Territorial 
secretary;  and  relations  with  the  Mexicans.  Included 
is  Amy’s  44-page  account,  ca.  1872,  of  conditions  in 
the  Territory,  a  narrative  organized  around  several 
factors  that  Amy  regarded  as  deterrents  to  the 
development  of  the  Territory,  namely,  the  Indians, 
Government  speculations,  the  high  costs  of  freighting, 
the  high  rates  of  duties  on  goods,  unsurveyed  public 
lands  and  unrecognized  titles  to  Spanish  grants,  the 
general  destruction  caused  by  the  Texan  invasion,  and 
the  arid  climate.  Under  these  headings  are  Amy’s 
observations  on  mines,  metals,  and  minerals; 
agriculture,  irrigation,  and  crops;  and  trees  and 
vegetation.  [RG  46:  New  Mexico,  1840-54  (M200, 
roll  14);  RG  48  and  RG  126:  New  Mexico,  1851- 
1914  (M364,  15  rolls)].  Many  other  documents 
relating  to  New  Mexico  Territory  dating  from  1847 
are  found  in  the  domestic  and  miscellaneous  letters  of 
the  State  Department,  particularly  the  latter  series. 

18.  Oregon  Territory,  1787-1858  (M419,  1 
roll).  These  records  constitute  one  bound  volume, 
divided  between  correspondence  and  executive  pro¬ 
ceedings,  the  latter  of  which  includes  copies  of 
documents  relating  to  the  early  history  of  Oregon. 
One  of  the  earliest  items  is  an  extract  from  the 
journal  of  Capt.  Robert  Gray,  giving  an  account  of 
his  "discovery"  of  the  Columbia  River  in  1792. 
Letters  for  the  Territorial  period  concern  military 
matters  and  Indian  hostilities  in  the  Rogue  River 
Valley  and  elsewhere;  the  construction  of  a 
penitentiary  and  other  public  buildings;  and 
immigration  and  the  protection  of  immigrants.  Also 
included  is  an  1854  report  on  property  in  Oregon  and 
Washington  claimed  by  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Co.  and 
the  Puget’s  Sound  Agricultural  Co.  [RG  46: 
Oregon,  1824-71  (M200,  roll  13)]. 

19.  Orleans  Territory,  1764-1823  (T260,  13 
rolls).  These  records,  which  relate  to  the  area  that 
became  the  State  of  Louisiana,  are  bound  in  13 
volumes.  Included  are  records  from  the  Spanish  and 
French  periods  that  provide  information  about  the 
region  before  it  was  acquired  by  the  United  States  by 
the  treaty  of  April  30,  1803.  The  early  volumes  are 
replete  with  letters,  reports,  and  other  items  giving 
information  about  the  boundaries,  inhabitants, 
resources,  and  general  condition  of  the  Territory. 
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Beginning  in  1804  many  of  the  documents  concern 
conditions  in  New  Orleans,  as  the  city  and  its 
residents  adjusted  to  life  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  Government  after  the  withdrawal  of 
European  administrators.  Some  documents  in  1805 
and  later  concern  Spanish  activities  in  Texas  and 
matters  involving  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  while  other  records  in  these  volumes  relate  to 
the  settlement  of  land  claims  and  titles,  the 
importation  of  slaves  from  the  West  Indies,  fugitive 
slaves  seeking  refuge  in  Texas,  and  the  occupation  of 
Baton  Rouge.  [RG  46:  Orleans,  1803-13  (M200, 
roll  5)]. 

20.  Utah  Territory,  1853-73  (M12,  2  rolls). 
These  records,  bound  in  two  volumes,  consist  mainly 
of  communications  received  from  the  Governor  and 
the  secretary  of  the  Territory  from  April  30,  1853,  to 
January  3,  1873.  The  bulk  of  the  papers  in  the  first 
volume  and  a  few  of  those  in  the  second  relate  to  the 
unsettled  times  of  1857-58— commonly  referred  to  as 
the  "Mormon  War"— and  to  the  pacification  of  the 
Territory  immediately  following.  Among  the  docu¬ 
ments  are  proclamations  issued  by  Gov.  Brigham 
Young,  including  one  dated  August  19,  1853 
concerning  the  danger  from  Utah  Indians,  and 
another,  of  September  15,  1857,  declaring  martial 
law  in  force  and  instructing  Mormons  how  they 
should  act  toward  the  U.S.  troops.  Also  included  are 
numerous  assessments  of  conditions  in  Utah  and 
reports  on  military  matters;  letters  relating  to  court 
trials  and  the  administration  of  justice;  and  documents 
from  1858  concerning  the  case  of  Henrietta  Polydore, 
an  English  girl  who  had  been  abducted  from  her 
father.  [RG  46:  Utah,  1849-70  (M200,  roll  15); 
RG  48:  Utah,  1850-1902  (M428,  6  rolls)]. 

21.  Washington  Territory,  1854-72  (M26,  2 
rolls).  These  records  are  bound  in  two  volumes,  the 
second  of  which  also  includes  records  for  Wyoming. 
In  addition  to  documenting  the  administration  of  the 
various  aspects  of  Territorial  government,  the  records 
concern  a  variety  of  subjects,  among  them  the  claims 
of  die  Hudson’s  Bay  Co.  and  die  Puget’s  Sound 
Agricultural  Co.;  Indian  troubles,  including  the 
murder  of  I.N.  Ebey,  a  former  customs  collector  at 
Port  Townsend,  at  his  Whidbey  Island  home;  die 
occupancy  of  San  Juan  Island;  and  the  determination 
of  die  international  boundary  line.  [RG  46: 
Washington,  1853-68  (M200,  roll  15);  RG  48: 
Wyoming,  1869-71  (M189,  4  rolls)]. 


22.  Wyoming  Territory,  1868-73  (M85,  1 
roll).  These  documents  are  bound  as  part  of  the 
second  volume  of  papers  for  Washington  Territory. 
Some  of  the  earliest  items  concern  the  disorganized 
state  of  the  Territory  and  difficulties  in  organizing  the 
government.  Most  of  the  other  documents  relate  to 
personnel  matters,  chiefly  the  granting  of  leaves  of 
absence  for  various  officials.  The  records  for  1869 
include  a  printed  copy  of  Gov.  J.A.  Campbell’s 
message  to  the  first  legislature,  which  discusses  such 
subjects  as  the  organization  and  extent  of  the  Terri¬ 
tory;  the  census;  Indians,  Indian  raids,  and  the 
militia;  agriculture  and  the  lack  of  trees;  stock 
raising;  petroleum,  mining  interests,  and  gold  mines; 
immigration;  and  the  Pacific  Railroad.  Campbell  also 
recommended  the  adoption  of  a  code  of  civil  and 
criminal  procedures  and  the  passage  of  game  laws 
and  a  law  governing  the  registration  of  votes,  and 
stressed  the  need  for  a  land  office  and  the  importance 
of  establishing  a  Bureau  of  Statistics,  a  Territorial 
library,  and  a  Territorial  penitentiary.  [RG  46: 
Wyoming,  1869-71  (M200,  roll  19);  RG  48: 
Wyoming,  1870-90  (M204,  6  rolls)]. 

A  partial  index  to  Territorial  papers,  1857-63  (1 
vol.,  3  in.),  shows  the  date  of  each  document  entered 
and  the  name  of  the  writer  and  gives  the  subject  or  a 
synopsis  of  the  document.  Most  of  the  index  entries 
are  for  the  year  1858.  The  entries  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  Territory  and  thereunder 
chronologically. 

59.19  Filed  separately  from  the  other  records  for 
Arizona  Territory  are  certificates  issued  to  Bernard 
J.  McGinnis,  1884-89  (negligible)  certifying  his 
qualifications  to  practice  law  in  Arizona  Territory, 
1884,  and  to  teach  school  in  the  Territory,  1887. 

Miscellaneous  Correspondence,  1784-1906 

59.20  As  previously  indicated,  letters  concerning 
Territorial  affairs  are  filed  in  certain  series  of  records 
in  the  Department’s  grouping  of  miscellaneous 
correspondence  related  to  domestic  affairs  in  the 
United  States.  Odier  letters  of  a  domestic  nature 
concern  the  taking  of  the  U.S.  census,  the  recording 
and  keeping  of  Civil  War  amnesty  oaths,  the  prepara¬ 
tion  and  recording  of  Presidential  pardons,  the 
publication  of  the  Biennial  Register  of  Government 
officials,  and  the  appointment  of  publishers  of  the 
laws.  Much  of  the  correspondence  is  to  or  from 
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individuals,  firms,  and  Federal  and  State  officials  in 
the  United  States,  but  also  included  are  letters  to  and 
from  persons  in  foreign  countries  and  in  the  U.S. 
Territories.  In  the  discussion  that  follows,  the  series 
of  miscellaneous  letters  and  domestic  letters  referred 
to  in  Parker’s  Calendar  are  considered  first,  followed 
by  descriptions  of  some  small  series  or  accumulations 
of  other  records  that  for  one  reason  or  another  were 
kept  separate  from  the  two  main  series  of  miscel¬ 
laneous  and  domestic  letters.  Several  correspondence 
series  documenting  particular  functions  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  or  historic  events  such  as  the  Civil  War  and  the 
War  of  1812  are  described  towards  the  end  of  the 
chapter. 

Miscellaneous  and  Domestic  Letters  and  Control 

Records 

59.21  A  small  series  of  undated  miscellaneous 
letters,  1790-1843  (2  in.),  that  were  received  by  the 
Department  from  sources  odier  than  U.S.  and  foreign 
diplomatic  and  consular  officers,  concerns  such  topics 
as  the  U.S.  census,  treaties,  appointments  to  Federal 
office,  passports,  and  the  publication  of  the  laws. 
Arranged  chronologically  is  the  main  series  of 
miscellaneous  letters  (letters  received),  1789-1906 
(1,533  vols.  and  unbound  papers,  422  ft.).  Received 
by  the  Department  of  State  from  sources  other  than 
U.S.  and  foreign  diplomatic  and  consular  officers, 
these  original  letters,  with  related  enclosures,  cover 
a  wide  range  of  subjects  pertaining  to  both  domestic 
and  international  affairs.  Communications  received 
from  Government  officials  include,  for  example, 
letters  and  opinions  from  the  Attorney  General  on 
such  matters  as  the  position  of  the  Federal 
Government  regarding  redress  claimed  by  the  French 
Chargd  d’ Affaires  for  ill-treatment  accorded  his 
countrymen  within  die  State  of  Louisiana  (1837). 
Many  of  the  letters  relate  solely  to  such  domestic 
duties  of  the  Department  as  the  administration  of  the 
Territories,  the  printing  and  distribution  of  the  laws, 
the  registration  of  copyrights,  the  taking  of  the 
census,  and  the  publication  of  the  Biennial  Register. 
These  domestic  functions  are  represented  by 
communications  from  Governors,  secretaries  of  state, 
and  other  officials  of  die  State  governments,  and  by 
letters  and  reports  from  various  Territorial  officials. 
Letters  requesting  information  on  legal  matters,  such 
as  the  provisions  of  treaties  and  their  interpretation, 
led  to  responses  from  the  Congress  and  executive 
officials,  including  the  Attorney  General,  that  are  also 


part  of  this  series.  Parker’s  Calendar  includes 
references  to  letters  in  this  series  for  Iowa  and  all  of 
the  other  Territories  discussed  above  except  Arizona, 
Indian  Territory,  and  Wyoming.  This  series  of 
miscellaneous  letters  has  been  published  as  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publication  M179  (1,310  rolls). 

59.22  Reproduced  on  Roll  1  of  M179  are 
calendars  (indexes)  of  miscellaneous  letters  of 
1789-1825  (5  vols.,  5  ft.),  that  provide  an  index  and 
subject  abstract  of  the  early  miscellaneous  letters. 
Included  is  a  volume  entitled  Calendar  of  the 
Miscellaneous  Letters  of  the  Department  of  State, 
1789-1820 ,  which  was  published  in  1897  for  the  use 
of  the  Department,  and  "Supplement,"  an  unpublished 
bound  typescript,  also  covering  the  period  1789-20. 
Entries  in  these  volumes  are  arranged  alphabetically 
by  name  of  writer  or  subject,  with  some  cross- 
references  to  persons  mentioned  in  the  letters.  Also 
on  microfilm  is  "Miscellaneous  Index,"  an  unpub¬ 
lished  guide  to  names  of  correspondents  and  persons, 
positions,  vessels,  etc.,  mentioned  in  the  letters  for 
1821-25.  This  index  is  divided  into  two  alphabetical 
segments  A-J  and  K-Z,  with  the  entries  in  each 
segment  arranged  alphabetically. 

59.23  Access  to  the  later  miscellaneous  letters  is 
facilitated  by  a  combination  of  indexes  and  registers. 
None  of  these  covers  the  entire  time  period,  however, 
nor  does  any  of  them  readily  identify  documents 
concerning  the  Territories.  The  most  comprehensive 
of  these  is  a  set  of  "indexes”  to  miscellaneous 
letters,  1837-1906  (46  vols.,  5  ft.),  that  consists  of 
annual  "index"  volumes  for  the  period  1837-70  and 
12  odier  volumes,  labeled  "registers,"  covering  the 
period  1860-1906.  Entries  in  each  volume  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  the  first  letter  of  the 
writer’s  surname  and  thereunder  chronologically. 
Each  entry  shows  the  date  of  the  letter,  the  name  of 
the  sender,  and  the  subject  content  of  the  letter.  The 
register  portion  of  this  series  is  reproduced  as  part  of 
National  Archives  Microfilm  Publication  M17, 
Registers  of  Correspondence  of  the  Department  of 
State,  1870-1906  (rolls  45-56,  1860-1906),  which 
includes  a  few  registers  dated  as  early  as  1802. 

59.24  The  remaining  indexes  and  registers 
relating  to  die  miscellaneous  letters  apply  not  only  to 
that  series  but  also  to  several  others.  Most  relevant 
are  die  domestic  letters  (letters  sent),  1784-1906 
(290  vols.,  63  ft.),  which  are  copies  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  letters  to  persons  other  than  U.S.  and  foreign 
diplomatic  and  consular  officers  (although  the  series 
does  contain  some  letters,  ca.  1789-1828,  to  those 
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officers).  Many  of  the  domestic  letters  relate  to  the 
Department’s  functions  in  administering  the  Terri¬ 
tories  and  to  other  duties  already  enumerated  (59.21). 
A  number  of  the  letters  are  addressed  to  Governors 
of  States,  district  attorneys,  and  other  State  and 
Territorial  officials  on  topics  with  some  international 
aspect.  Parker’s  Calendar  includes  references  to 
letters  in  this  series  for  the  following  areas: 
Arkansas,  California,  Iowa,  Louisiana,  Louisiana 
Territory,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  New  Mexico, 
Oregon,  Orleans  Territory,  and  Utah.  The  letters 
have  been  published  as  National  Archives  Microfilm 
Publication  M40  (171  rolls).  Unbound  letters  of  a 
similar  nature  constitute  the  chronologically  arranged 
drafts  of  domestic  letters,  1801-77  (3  in.). 

59.25  Each  volume  of  domestic  letters  before 
June  1870  contains  an  alphabetical  name  index;  letters 
written  after  that  time  are  covered  by  the  index  to 
domestic  letters,  May  1,  1802-Jan.  14,  1811,  and 
Jan.  1,  1840-Aug.  15,  1906  (15  vols.,  5  ft.).  This 
index  also  covers  reports  to  the  Congress  and  the 
President  (59.32),  and  the  volume  for  the  period 
1870-74  indexes  part  of  the  miscellaneous  letters 
described  above  (59.21).  The  entries  in  each  volume 
are  arranged  alphabetically  by  the  name  of  the  person 
or  agency  addressed.  These  index  volumes  are 
reproduced  as  part  of  National  Archives  Microfilm 
Publication  M17  under  the  title  "Registers  of 
Miscellaneous  Communications  Sent,  1802-11,  1840- 
1906"  (rolls  57-71). 

59.26  Several  other  sets  of  indexes  and  registers 

are  pertinent.  Entries  in  each  volume  of  an  index  to 
domestic  and  miscellaneous  letters,  1887-88  (2 
vols.,  1  in.),  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  subject. 
In  addition  to  identifying  the  subject  of  each  letter, 
the  entries  provide  the  date  of  the  letter  and  indicate 
the  series  in  which  it  is  filed.  Rough  registers  of 
miscellaneous  letters,  May  14,  1821-Sept.  1,  1829 
(4  vols.,  5  in.),  cover  letters  received  by  the 
Department  from  consular  officers,  U.S.  marshals 
and  attorneys,  collectors  of  customs,  and  others,  that 
are  filed  not  only  in  the  series  of  miscellaneous  letters 
but  also  in  consular  despatches  (59.66),  and  appli¬ 
cations  and  recommendations  for  office  (59.87). 
Each  register  entry  shows  the  name  and  address  of 
the  writer,  the  date  of  the  letter,  and  the  subject. 
Finally,  there  is  a  multivolume  register  of  and  index 
to  miscellaneous  letters,  consular  despatches,  and 
passport  letters,  Oct.  9,  1817-Dec.  31,  1860  (34 
vols.,  5  ft.),  that  also  covers  letters  from 

congressional  committees  and  from  officials  of  the 


Treasury  Department  concerning  accounts.  The 
overall  arrangement  and  contents  of  these  volumes  is 
too  complex  to  discuss  here,  but  a  complete  descrip¬ 
tion  is  given  in  Inventory  15,  entry  1 10.  Many  of  the 
entries  in  these  volumes  are  duplicated  in  other 
records,  some  already  described  (59.22  and  59.23) 
and  others  to  be  described  later  (59.66  and  59.143). 

59.27  Some  indexes  and  registers  relate  to 
specific  subjects.  Entries  in  each  of  the  two  segments 
of  the  index  to  correspondence  regarding  claims, 
1794-1906  (42  ft.),  are  arranged  alphabetically  by 
name  of  country  and  thereunder  alphabetically  by 
name  of  claimant.  The  index,  on  3-  by  5-inch  cards 
and  4-  by  6-inch  slips,  relates  to  claims  of  U.S. 
citizens  against  foreign  governments  and  of  Spain 
against  the  United  States.  The  index  covers  pertinent 
correspondence  in  the  miscellaneous  and  domestic 
letters;  instructions  to  and  despatches  from  diplomatic 
(59.40  and  59.43)  and  consular  (59.63  and  59.66) 
officers;  and  notes  to  and  from  foreign  missions 
(59.46  and  59.50).  The  typical  index  entry  shows  the 
name  of  the  claimant,  the  country  against  which  the 
claim  was  made,  and  the  nature  of  the  claim.  The 
entries  also  give  the  series  title  and  volume  and  page 
number  references.  A  note  preceding  the  index 
indicates  that  it  does  not  cover  U.S.  claims  against 
Great  Britain  before  1853  or  any  U.S.  claims  against 
Mexico.  The  segment  of  the  index  on  the  4-  by 
6-inch  slips  includes  several  entries  under  the  heading 
"Texas,"  concerning  claims  against  the  Republic  of 
Texas  involving  the  brigs  Pocket  and  Durango.  A 
register  of  letters  referred  to  the  U.S.  and  Mexican 
Claims  Commission,  1869  (1  vol.,  negligible), 
records  letters  received  by  the  Department  and 
forwarded  to  the  Commission  established  by  the 
Convention  of  July  4,  1868.  The  entries  are  arranged 
chronologically  and  show  the  name  of  the  person  or 
vessel  claiming  damage  and  the  date  when  the  letter 
was  sent  to  the  Commission.  The  Commission’s 
records  are  in  Record  Group  76. 

Special  Series  of  Domestic  and  Miscellaneous 

Letters 

59.28  Records  relating  to  the  Livingston  claim 
to  the  batture  in  New  Orleans,  1808-10  (1  vol.,  3 
in.),  consist  of  unarranged  letters  and  related 
enclosures  received  by  the  Department  of  State  from 
the  Governor  of  Louisiana,  citizens  of  New  Orleans, 
Thomas  Jefferson,  and  others  concerning  a  claim  by 
Edward  Livingston  to  the  batture,  alluvial  land 


28 


between  the  levee  and  the  Mississippi  River,  in  the 
suburb  of  Saint  Mary’s.  Among  the  enclosures  are 
maps,  depositions,  and  extracts  from  the  registers  of 
the  City  of  New  Orleans.  The  first  document  in  the 
volume  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Jefferson, 
May  26,  1812,  returning  the  records  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  after  his  examination  of  the  case.  Additional 
information  concerning  the  claim  is  available  in 
American  State  Papers:  Public  Lands  (2:5-9).  Other 
documents  relating  to  New  Orleans,  including  at  least 
two  items  concerning  Livingston’s  claim,  are  among 
the  letters  and  opinions  of  Attorneys  General, 
1792-1810  (1  vol.,  2  in.).  Most  of  these  opinions, 
among  them  Caesar  A.  Rodney’s  1807  opinion  on  the 
use  of  military  force  to  remove  claimants  from  the 
batture  in  St.  Mary’s,  have  been  printed  (H.  Doc. 
123,  26th  Cong.,  2d  sess..  Serial  387,  and  H.  Ex. 
Doc.  55,  31st  Cong.,  2d  sess.,  Serial  602),  but  the 
letters  and  some  of  the  other  papers  are  not  included 
in  either  of  the  House  documents. 

59.29  New  Orleans  also  figures  in  the 
chronologically  arranged  correspondence  on  the 
Lopez  expedition  to  Cuba,  1849-51  (1  vol.,  1  in.). 
These  records  concern  the  activities  of  Gen.  Narciso 
Lopez,  whose  attempts  to  foment  a  rebellion  against 
the  Spanish  authorities  in  Cuba  were  launched  from 
the  United  States;  his  apprehension  and  trial  in  New 
Orleans;  the  outcome  of  his  second  expedition;  and 
the  protection  of  the  Spanish  consul  and  nationals  in 
New  Orleans  from  violence  by  U.S.  citizens  after 
members  of  the  expedition  had  been  executed  by  the 
Spanish  in  Cuba.  The  records  consist  of  letters 
exchanged  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  U.S. 
district  attorneys,  notes  to  and  from  the  Spanish 
Legation,  letters  to  and  from  collectors  of  customs,  a 
letter  from  the  Treasury  Department,  despatches  from 
the  U.S.  consul  in  Havana,  a  note  from  the  British 
Legation,  and  copies  of  letters  exchanged  between 
district  attorneys,  collectors  of  customs,  and  Spanish 
consuls. 

59.30  Two  series  of  records  relate  to  the  States. 
A  collection  of  State  constitutions  and  papers 
relating  to  admission  of  States,  1859-1911  (1  ft.), 
includes  certified  copies  of  the  constitutions  of  the 
States  of  Arizona  (1911),  Arkansas  (1865  and  1868), 
Colorado  (1876),  Kansas  (1859),  Montana  (1889), 
New  Mexico  (1890),  North  Dakota  (1889),  South 
Dakota  (1889),  Texas  (1866),  and  Washington 
(1889).  Also  among  these  records  are  copies  of 
election  ordinances,  certificates  of  election  returns, 
opinions  of  the  U.S.  Attorney  General,  drafts  of 


Presidential  proclamations,  and  other  papers  relating 
to  the  admission  of  States  into  the  Union.  Some 
letters  from  the  provisional  Governors  of  Texas  and 
from  some  other  former  Confederate  States  concern 
conventions  in  those  States  and  transmit  copies  of 
amended  State  constitutions,  and  ordinances  and 
resolutions  adopted,  as  required  for  readmission  to 
the  Union  after  the  Civil  War.  The  latter  group  of 
papers  was  printed  as  S.  Ex.  Doc.  26,  39th  Congress, 
1st  session  (Serial  1237).  In  February  1896  the  State 
Department  elicited  information  from  each  State  on 
the  mode  of  capital  punishment  prescribed  by  State 
laws.  The  Governors’  replies  to  a  circular  on 
capital  punishment,  1896  (1/4  in.),  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  State.  With  the  responses  are  a 
copy  of  the  circular  and  a  list  of  the  replies  received. 

Enclosures  to  Miscellaneous  Letters 

59.31  Pertinent  records  under  this  heading  pertain 
to  Brownsville,  TX,  and  San  Francisco,  CA.  In 
August  1880  the  War  Department  turned  over  to  the 
State  Department  certain  photographs  and  maps  of 
the  Rio  Grande  at  Brownsville,  1880  (10  items,  1/2 
in.).  The  seven  photographs  and  three  maps  show 
the  banks  of  the  river  at  Brownsville,  TX,  and 
document  the  changes  in  the  river  banks  between 
1858  and  1880,  and  the  construction  of  brush  mat¬ 
tresses  to  prevent  erosion.  The  photographs  are 
arranged  numerically;  the  maps  are  unarranged.  In 
San  Francisco,  the  police  court  was  the  site  of 
hearings  documented  by  a  report  of  proceedings  in 
the  case  of  The  People  v.  George  S.  Smith  et  a/., 
Oct.  16,  1893-Feb.  1,  1894  (1  vol.,  1  in.).  Smith, 
Susan  P.  Smith,  and  Albert  John  Le  Huray  had  been 
charged  with  grand  larceny.  Because  the  hearings 
related  to  an  investigation  instituted  by  John  Joseph 
Nouri  through  the  Department  of  State,  the  Governor 
of  California  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  report  to  the 
Department  with  a  letter  of  March  32,  1894.  As  a 
result  of  the  hearings,  the  case  was  dismissed. 

Correspondence  With  the  President 

and  the  Congress 

59.32  Copies  of  reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  the  President  and  Congress,  1790-1906  (5 
ft.  22  vols.),  concern  such  diverse  topics  as  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  appropriations  for  the 
Department  of  State  and  its  organization  and 
functions,  the  proposed  system  of  weights  and 
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measures,  gold  coinage,  proposals  for  publishing  the 
U.S.  laws,  and  other  matters  upon  which  the 
Secretary  was  called  to  comment.  The  reports  are 
arranged  chronologically  in  volumes  labeled  "Report 
Books."  Each  volume  of  reports  made  before  June 
1870  contains  a  subject  index;  reports  after  1870  are 
entered  in  the  index  described  in  59.25.  Miscel¬ 
laneous  letters  from  congressional  committees, 
Mar.  2,  1830-Jan.  25,  1861  (1  vol.,  3  in.),  are 
arranged  chronologically,  and  usually  request 
information,  and  concern,  among  other  subjects, 
petitions  of  claimants,  censuses  of  slaves,  estimates  of 
appropriations,  and  costs  of  printing.  Similar  letters 
are  interfiled  in  the  series  of  miscellaneous  letters 
described  in  59.21. 

Miscellaneous  Letters  and  Reports 

on  Seamen 

59.33  Collectors  of  customs,  in  addition  to  their 
other  duties,  were  responsible  for  the  protection  of 
American  seamen.  Documents  in  the  following  series 
provide  some  information  about  seamen  on  port  visit 
at  New  Orleans,  LA,  tire  site  of  a  customs  office. 
Miscellaneous  letters  from  collectors  of  customs 
concerning  seamen,  1817-24  (1  in.),  consist  largely 
of  chronologically  arranged  letters  and  related 
enclosures  received  by  the  Department  transmitting 
complaints  and  protests  of  masters  of  vessels, 
consular  certificates  for  discharged  seamen,  and 
abstracts  of  certificates  of  citizenship  granted  to  U.S. 
seamen.  A  series  of  seamen’s  certificates  and 
protests,  1817-20  (1  in.),  consists  of  letters, 
depositions,  petitions,  and  other  papers  received  from 
masters  of  vessels  and  other  interested  parties  for  use 
by  collectors  of  customs  in  cases  involving  the 
prosecution  of  masters  of  vessels  for  violation  of 
shipping  and  seamen’s  laws  of  the  United  States. 
Included  is  some  correspondence  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  collectors  concerning  these 
documents.  An  abstract  of  returns  of  collections  of 
customs,  1825  (negligible),  shows  the  number  of 
native  and  naturalized  seamen  reported  as  registered 
by  each  collector  during  each  quarter  of  1825. 

Correspondence  Regarding  Publishers 

of  the  Laws 

59.34  The  act  establishing  the  Department  of 
State  required  that  the  Secretary  have  the  acts  and 
resolutions  of  Congress  published  in  three  newspapers 


and  that  he  distribute  the  printed  copies  of  the  laws 
(slip  laws)  to  specified  individuals.  From  time  to 
time  the  Congress  increased  the  number  of  news¬ 
papers  in  which  the  laws  were  to  be  published,  until 
such  publication  was  discontinued  in  1875.  The 
principal  series  of  records  concerning  these  publishers 
are  among  the  miscellaneous  and  domestic  letters 
(59.21  and  59.24)  and  the  records  of  the  Bureau  of 
Accounts  (59.160  and  59.163). 

59.35  Miscellaneous  letters  received  regarding 
publishers  of  the  laws,  1789-1875  (8  ft.),  are 
arranged  numerically  by  Congress  and  thereunder  by 
session.  These  letters  are  from  publishers  of  news¬ 
papers  and  others  applying  for  appointment  or  recom¬ 
mending  newspaper  publishers  for  appointment; 
notifying  the  Department  of  the  sale  or  transfer  of 
ownership  of  newspapers;  and  accepting,  declining, 
or  resigning  appointments  to  publish  laws.  Entries  in 
lists  of  recommended  newspapers,  1833  and  1851- 
55  (3  vols.  and  unbound  papers,  2  in.),  are  arranged 
geographically  by  State  or  Territory  (from  the 
northeast,  southward,  then  westward)  and  thereunder 
chronologically.  Shown  for  each  newspaper  are  the 
name  of  the  publisher,  the  place  of  publication,  and 
the  name  of  the  person  recommending  the  newspaper 
as  a  publisher  of  the  U.S.  laws.  Included  are  entries 
for  newspapers  in  the  following  States  and  Terri¬ 
tories:  Arkansas,  California,  Iowa,  Kansas, 

Louisiana,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  Nevada, 
Oregon,  Texas,  and  Washington.  Entries  in  the  more 
extensive  lists  of  publishers  of  the  laws,  1850-74  (2 
vols.,  3  in.),  are  arranged  numerically  by  Congress, 
thereunder  numerically  by  session,  and  thereunder 
geographically  by  State  or  Territory  (from  New 
England  to  the  western  Territories).  Included  are 
entries  for  all  areas  except  Oklahoma  and  Indian 
Territory.  The  information  provided  in  these  lists  is 
similar  to  that  provided  in  the  earlier  lists,  but  these 
entries  also  show  whether  the  publisher  accepted  or 
rejected  the  appointment.  Also  included  is  a  list  of 
newspapers  to  publish  the  laws  in  the  Southern 
States,  1867  (1  vol.,  negligible),  that  includes  entries 
for  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Texas.  Among  the 
single  copies  of  newspapers  forwarded  to  the  State 
Department  by  publishers,  1865-67  (6  in.),  are  the 
following:  Sioux  City  Register ,  Nemaha  Courier 
(Seneca,  KS),  Daily  Rocky  Mountain  News,  Weekly 
Examiner  (San  Francisco,  CA),  and  Montana 
Democrat.  The  newspapers  were  published  on 
various  dates  during  the  period  December  14,  1865 
to  March  14,  1867. 
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Reports  of  District  Courts 

59.36  During  the  period  1789-1870,  Federal 
judges,  clerks  of  district  courts,  marshals,  and 
attorneys  corresponded  with  the  Secretary  of  State  not 
only  on  domestic  matters  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Department  of  State  but  also  on  matters  that  came 
under  the  direction  of  the  Attorney  General  after  the 
establishment  of  the  Department  of  Justice  in  1870. 
Copies  of  reports  submitted  by  clerks  of  the  U.S. 
district  court  and  assembled  for  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  Congress  constitute  the 
bankruptcy  returns  of  district  courts,  1845  and 
1846  (1  in.).  Arranged  alphabetically  by  State,  these 
reports  show  the  number  of  each  bankruptcy  case,  the 
name  and  residence  of  the  bankrupt,  the  aggregate 
number  of  creditors,  the  aggregate  amount  of  debts, 
the  amount  of  property,  the  amount  paid  to  creditors, 
the  amount  of  judicial  expenses,  the  discharge  from 
bankruptcy,  and  other  pertinent  facts.  Included  are 
reports  for  courts  in  Arkansas,  Iowa,  and  Louisiana. 
Other  documents  concerning  court-related  matters  are 
among  the  miscellaneous  letters  (59.21). 

Miscellaneous  Messages  of  Condolence 

59.37  The  majority  of  the  records  falling  under 
this  heading  were  evoked  by  the  deaths  of  Presidents 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  William  McKinley,  but  there  is 
also  a  series  of  unarranged  official  messages  on  the 
San  Francisco  earthquake,  Apr.  19-25,  1907  (1/2 
in.).  Included  are  telegrams  from  officials  of  foreign 
governments,  including  many  heads  of  state, 
expressing  sympathy;  copies  of  the  President’s 
replies;  and  a  list  of  the  telegrams. 

Records  Concerning  Official  Ceremonies 
and  Visits 

59.38  The  Department  of  State  has  long  been 
responsible  for  the  reception  and  entertainment  of 
visiting  heads  of  state  and  other  foreign  dignitaries. 
For  the  visit  to  the  United  States  of  Prince  Henry  of 
Prussia  in  1902,  whose  itinerary  included  a  stop  in 
St.  Louis,  MO,  President  Theodore  Roosevelt 
appointed  a  committee  consisting  of  representatives 
from  three  executive  departments,  including  the 
Department  of  State,  to  make  suitable  arrangements. 
The  titles  of  the  series  of  records  accumulated  by  the 
State  Department’s  representative  are  listed  below: 


1.  Correspondence  of  the  Reception 
Commission  for  Prince  Henry  of  Prussia, 
Jan. -Mar.  1902  (2  in.). 

2.  Telegrams  Received  and  Sent  Concerning 
Prince  Henry’s  Visit,  Jan.-Mar.  1902  (1  in.). 

3.  Miscellaneous  Records  of  the  Reception 
Commission  for  Prince  Henry,  Jan. -June  1902  (1 
in.).  This  series  includes  tentative  schedules  of  visits 
to  Boston,  Milwaukee,  Philadelphia,  and  St.  Louis; 
itineraries  of  the  special  train  for  Prince  Henry  and 
his  suite;  a  schedule  of  car  assignments  on  the  special 
train;  and  a  report  of  expenses  incurred  by  the 
Department  of  State  in  connection  with  the  Prince’s 
visit. 

4.  Requests  for  and  Acknowledgements  of 
the  Souvenir  Volume  of  Prince  Henry’s  Tour, 
Jan. -June,  1902  (1/2  in.). 

Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1785-1906 

59.39  The  diplomatic  correspondence  of  the 
Department  of  State  through  1906  is  for  the  most  part 
arranged  in  four  main  series  of  letters:  instructions 
sent  by  the  Department  to  U.S.  diplomatic  officers  in 
foreign  countries  (59.40),  despatches  to  the 
Department  (59.43),  notes  from  the  Department  to 
diplomatic  representatives  of  foreign  governments  in 
the  United  States  (59.46),  and  notes  from  such 
representatives  to  the  Department  (59.50).  These 
records  relate  to  such  matters  as  the  negotiation  of 
treaties;  international  conferences,  commissions,  and 
expositions;  claims  of  U.S.  citizens  against  foreign 
countries  and  of  citizens  of  foreign  countries  against 
the  United  States;  immigration  to  the  United  States; 
rogatory  letters;  extraditions  of  fugitives  from  justice; 
protection  of  U.S.  citizens  in  foreign  countries  and  of 
foreign  nationals  in  the  United  States;  admiralty  prize 
cases;  awards  to  seamen  for  lifesaving  service;  and 
ceremonial  matters.  Each  of  the  four  series  is 
arranged  by  country,  and  when  considered  as  a 
whole,  the  records  making  up  the  series  provide 
information  on  all  phases  of  U.S.  diplomatic  relations 
with  a  given  country.  In  the  discussion  that  follows, 
emphasis  will  be  placed  on  records  relating  to  Great 
Britain  (Canada);  Spain  until  1821,  when  Mexico 
gained  its  independence;  Mexico;  and  the  Republic  of 
Texas.  Separate  series  of  records  concerning  special 
agents,  missions,  and  commissions  (59.53-59.60) 
augment  the  four  main  series. 
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Instructions  to  Diplomatic  Officers 

59.40  Until  the  20th  century,  diplomatic  and 
consular  posts  operated  with  a  great  degree  of 
autonomy  from  the  Department  of  State  in 
Washington,  DC.  Although  the  posts  communicated 
most  matters  of  consequence,  they  usually  performed 
their  routine  duties  with  little  supervision  by  the 
Department.  The  series  of  diplomatic  instructions, 
1785-1906  (207  vols.,  43  ft.),  consists  of  copies  of 
instructions  sent  by  the  Department  to  its  diplomatic 
officers  in  foreign  countries.  The  instructions  pertain 
to  all  aspects  of  U.S.  relations  with  foreign 
governments  and  relate  to  the  general  administration 
of  diplomatic  posts.  For  the  years  1785-1801  this 
series  also  contains  some  instructions  to  consular 
officers.  Instructions  before  1791  are  in  a  separate 
volume  of  foreign  letters,  begun  under  the 
Continental  Congress.  For  the  period  1791-1833 
there  are  13  volumes  of  instructions,  chronologically 
arranged  without  regard  to  country.  These  are 
continued  by  sets  of  volumes  for  individual  countries 
or  for  groups  of  countries,  which  were  begun  at 
different  times,  the  earliest  in  1829.  Most  volumes 
of  instructions  before  1870  contain  registers  of  their 
contents;  thereafter,  the  instructions  are  listed  in  the 
register  of  diplomatic  instructions  and  of  notes  to 
foreign  missions,  June  1870-Dec.  1906  (8  vols.,  4 
ft.).  Entries  show  the  dates  instructions  were  sent 
and  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  they  were 
sent,  give  brief  digests  of  the  instructions  and  notes, 
and  in  most  cases  refer  to  the  volumes  and  page 
numbers  where  the  instructions  described  above  and 
the  notes  (59.46)  may  be  found.  Entries  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  country,  thereunder  by  type  of 
document  (instructions  or  notes),  and  thereunder 
chronologically. 

59.41  Other  related  registers  include  registers  of 
diplomatic  instructions,  1831-49  and  1866-77  (7 
vols.,  1  ft.),  containing  entries  arranged  alphabet¬ 
ically  by  name  of  country  and  thereunder  chrono¬ 
logically.  The  volumes  for  1831-49  and  1875-77  are 
labeled  "Index  to  Instructions";  those  for  1865-74  are 
labeled  "Number  List. "  Also  included  is  an  index  to 
instructions  to  U.S.  Ministers  in  Great  Britain, 
1861  and  1862  (1  vol.,  3  in.),  that  provides  a  subject 
approach  to  the  instructions  sent  by  the  Department 
to  the  U.S.  Minister  in  Great  Britain.  The  volume  is 
labeled  "To  London,  Alphabetical  Index,"  and  the 
entries  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  subject  and 
thereunder  chronologically. 


59.42  The  diplomatic  instructions  have  been 
published  as  National  Archives  Microfilm  Publication 
M77  (175  rolls).  Reproduced  on  rolls  1-8  are  those 
records,  1801-33,  that  are  arranged  chronologically 
and  not  by  country.  Included  are  instructions  to 
some  of  the  diplomats  who  negotiated  the  treaties 
with  France  and  England  that  defined  the  early 
boundaries  of  the  United  States:  James  Monroe  and 
Robert  R.  Livingston,  March  2-May  28,  1803,  who 
treated  with  France  for  Louisiana;  John  Quincy 
Adams,  James  A.  Bayard,  Henry  Clay,  Jonathan 
Russell,  and  Albert  Gallatin,  January  29-October  19, 
1814,  who  negotiated  peace  with  Great  Britain  at 
Gottenburg  (Sweden)  and  Ghent;  and  Albert  Gallatin 
and  Richard  Rush,  July  28,  1818,  who  negotiated  the 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  that  fixed  the  northwest 
boundary  with  Canada  between  Lake  of  the  Woods 
and  the  crest  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Information 
concerning  diplomatic  relations  with  France,  Great 
Britain,  and  Spain  is  distributed  throughout  the  eight 
rolls  of  film;  documents  concerning  relations  with 
Mexico  are  found  on  rolls  4-7.  For  the  most  part, 
the  records  that  are  arranged  by  country  are  filmed  in 
alphabetical  order  by  name  of  country,  but  some 
pertinent  documents  are  filed  under  the  heading 
"Special  Missions"  (rolls  152-155, 1823-1906),  which 
covers  instructions  to  special  agents  (see  59.54).  In 
addition  to  the  records  reproduced  on  rolls  1-8,  other 
relevant  records  reproduced  in  this  publication  are  for 
die  following:  Great  Britain,  1829-1906,  rolls  73-94, 
152,  154-155;  Mexico,  1829-1906,  rolls  9  (American 
States),  111-122,  152,  154;  and  Texas,  1829-86,  rolls 
161  and  152-154.  Most  of  the  Texas-related  docu¬ 
ments  cover  the  period  1837-45  (roll  161),  but  the 
Special  Missions  materials  contain  both  earlier  and 
later  documents.  The  earlier  letters,  reproduced  on 
roll  152,  are  to  Joel  R.  Poinsett  (1829),  concerning 
the  possibility  of  purchasing  Texas,  and  to  Henry  M. 
Morfit(1836),  concerning  civil,  military,  and  political 
conditions  in  Texas.  The  1886  document,  published 
on  roll  154,  concerns  the  legality  of  the  trial  and 
imprisonment  in  Mexico  of  Augustus  K.  Cutting,  a 
U.S.  citizen,  for  remarks  published  in  a  newspaper  in 
Texas.  Also  among  the  Special  Missions  materials 
are  documents  from  1845  and  1849  concerning 
California  (roll  152). 

Despatches  From  Diplomatic  Officers 

59.43  Complementary  to  the  diplomatic  instruc¬ 
tions— copies  of  outgoing  letters  of  the  Department  of 
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State  addressed  chiefly  to  diplomatic  representatives 
of  the  United  States— are  the  diplomatic 
despatches— the  incoming  letters  the  Department 
received  from  those  representatives.  Like  the 
instructions,  the  despatches,  1789-1906  (2,197  vols. 
and  unbound  papers,  610  ft.),  relate  to  all  phases  of 
U.S.  diplomatic  relations  with  foreign  countries  and 
to  the  administration  of  U.S.  legations  and  embassies, 
reporting  on  economic,  political,  and  social 
conditions  in  a  specific  geographical  area;  floods, 
famines,  and  epidemics;  treaties  and  arrangements; 
activities  of  U.S.  citizens  or  officials;  and  other 
subjects.  The  series  consists  of  original  despatches 
and  reports,  with  related  enclosures,  such  as 
newspaper  clippings,  copies  of  notes  to  and  from  the 
countries’  foreign  offices,  copies  of  death  notices  and 
marriage  certificates,  publications,  and  ceremonial 
letters.  The  despatches  are  arranged  alphabetically 
by  country  and  thereunder  chronologically,  except  in 
cases  where  U.S.  diplomatic  officers  were  accredited 
to  more  than  one  government  (as  in  Central 
America),  in  which  case  the  despatches  from  several 
countries  are  bound  together.  Some  despatches 
missing  from  this  series  are  found  in  original  signed 
duplicate  despatches,  1790-1831  (57  vols.,  11  ft.), 
from  U.S.  ministers  in  England,  France,  Spain,  and 
several  other  countries.  The  duplicates  are  arranged 
in  part  by  country  and  in  part  by  name  of  minister. 
Also  arranged  by  name  of  minister  are  some  unbound 
miscellaneous  despatches,  1791-1849  (2  ft.),  from 
U.S.  ministers  in  several  countries,  among  them 
France  (1798,  1805,  and  1829-33)  and  Mexico  (1845 
and  1846),  with  a  few  from  Great  Britain  and  Spain 
for  periods  of  short  duration  during  the  years 
1793-1835. 

59.44  The  duplicate  despatches  and  the  pre-1870 
despatches  are  recorded  in  a  multivolume  register  of 
despatches,  1789-1870  (58  vols.,  8  ft.).  The  entries 
are  arranged  alphabetically  by  country  or  area  and 
thereunder  chronologically;  each  entry  gives  the  name 
of  the  writer,  the  date  of  the  despatch,  the  date  it  was 
received,  and  a  brief  digest  of  contents.  The  register 
entries  are  indexed  in  separate  indexes  to  registers  of 
despatches  and  notes,  1789-1870  (2  vols.,  2  in.), 
that  also  cover  registers  of  notes  from  foreign 
missions  (59.51).  The  index  entries,  which  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  country  and  thereunder 
chronologically,  identify  the  volume  and  page  on 
which  despatches  from  the  various  U.S.  ministers  are 
registered.  Beginning  in  1870  despatches  (59.43)  and 
notes  (59.50)  from  foreign  missions  were  recorded  in 


the  same  register  of  despatches  from  U.S. 
diplomatic  officers  and  of  notes  from  foreign 
missions,  1870-1906  (10  vols.,  4  ft.).  The  entries 
within  each  volume  are  arranged  alphabetically  by 
country,  thereunder  by  type  of  document,  and 
thereunder  chronologically.  Each  entry  gives  the 
name  of  the  writer,  the  date,  and  a  brief  digest  of  the 
contents  of  the  document.  Also  available  is  a  rough 
register  of  despatches  from  foreign  service  officers, 
1870  (1  vol.,  3  in.),  that  contains  entries  arranged 
chronologically  without  regard  to  source.  These 
entries  show  the  name  of  the  writer;  the  date, 
number,  and  subject  of  the  despatch;  when  and  to 
whom  it  was  referred;  the  date  it  was  returned;  and 
its  disposition.  The  register  is  labeled  "Diplomatic 
and  Consular  Blotter. " 

59.45  The  diplomatic  despatches  have  been 
published  as  National  Archives  microfilm 
publications,  with  a  separate  publication  for  each 
country,  except  in  cases  where  U.S.  diplomatic 
officers  were  accredited  to  more  than  one 
government,  as  in  Central  America.  The  despatches 
from  U.S.  ministers  to  Texas,  1836-1845,  are 
published  as  Microfilm  Publication  T728  (2  rolls). 
Other  pertinent  documents  included  in  the  four 
publications  discussed  below  can  be  identified  by 
examining  the  selected  pages  from  State  Department 
registers  of  correspondence  reproduced  on  roll  1  of 
each  publication.  These  pages  constitute  a  register, 
and  to  some  extent  a  calendar,  of  the  despatches  from 
each  country. 

1.  Despatches  From  U.S.  Ministers  to 
France,  1789-1906  (M34,  128  rolls).  Relevant 
documents  for  the  period  1802-3  concern  Louisiana: 
negotiations  between  France  and  Spain  regarding 
Louisiana,  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  France,  the 
purchase  of  Louisiana  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  purchase. 

2.  Despatches  From  U.S.  Ministers  to  Great 
Britain,  1791-1906  (M30,  200  rolls).  Among  the 
subjects  covered  by  the  despatches  are  the  negotiation 
of  Jay’s  Treaty,  disputes  over  the  Oregon  boundary, 
and  die  Treaty  of  Washington  in  1871. 

3.  Despatches  From  U.S.  Ministers  to 
Mexico,  1823-1906  (M97,  179  rolls).  The  subjects 
dealt  with  in  these  despatches  include  the  problems 
arising  from  the  independence  of  Texas,  its 
subsequent  annexation  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
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war  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States;  activities 
of  filibustered  along  the  west  coast  of  Mexico;  raids 
back  and  forth  across  the  Mexican-United  States 
boundary  by  Apaches,  Comanches,  and  Kickapoos 
resident  in  both  countries;  cattle  rustling,  riots,  and 
other  forms  of  armed  violence  between  the  Spanish 
and  Anglo-Saxon  populations  of  the  Rio  Grande 
frontier;  the  work  of  the  American  and  Mexican  Joint 
Commission  to  settle  boundary  disputes  between  the 
two  countries,  especially  those  caused  by  the 
changing  course  of  the  Rio  Grande;  extradition  of 
criminals;  railroad  construction  and  the  linking  of 
railroads  in  Mexico  with  those  in  the  United  States; 
treaties  and  agreements  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico;  illegal  entry  of  Chinese  laborers  into  the 
United  States  via  Mexico;  Mexican  participation  in 
the  World’s  Columbian  exposition  in  Chicago,  1893; 
and  the  obtaining  of  permission  from  the  Mexican 
Government  for  the  distinterment  and  removal  to  the 
United  States  of  the  remains  of  U.S.  citizens  buried 
in  Mexico. 

4.  Despatches  From  U.S.  Ministers  to  Spain, 
1792-1906  (M3 1,  134  rolls).  Subjects  covered  by  the 
despatches  include  the  Spanish  cession  of  Louisiana 
to  France,  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and 
the  Lopez  filibustering  expedition. 

Notes  to  Foreign  Missions  in  the  United  States 

59.46  Copies  of  communications  sent  by  the 
Department  of  State  to  foreign  legations  and 
embassies  in  the  United  States  constitute  the  notes  to 
foreign  missions,  1793-1906  (124  vols.,  24  ft.). 
These  notes  relate  to  many  phases  of  U.S.  relations 
with  foreign  countries  and  consist  chiefly  of  requests 
for  information  and  policy  clarification  on  matters  of 
interest  to  the  United  States,  or  State  Department 
responses  to  similar  requests  from  the  representatives 
of  other  nations.  Some  of  the  letters  are  ceremonial 
and  a  few  are  "circulars,"  sent  to  several  or  all 
foreign  legations  or  consulates  simultaneously, 
outlining  important  U.S.  policies,  decrees,  and 
initiatives.  Not  all  notes  are  filed  in  this  series, 
however;  some  notes  sent  before  1804  are  among  the 
series  of  diplomatic  instructions  (59.40)  or  domestic 
letters  (59.24). 

59.47  The  contents  of  one  volume  (1793-1810) 
that  includes  notes  to  foreign  consuls  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  country  and  thereunder  chrono¬ 
logically.  This  volume  contains  copies  of  some  notes 


assembled  to  replace  the  original  volume,  which  is 
missing.  The  1810-34  notes  are  arranged  chronologi¬ 
cally  for  all  countries  in  four  volumes,  each  of  which 
contains  an  alphabetical  index  by  name  of  foreign 
diplomat.  These  five  volumes  have  been  published  as 
National  Archives  Microfilm  Publication  M38,  Notes 
From  the  Department  of  State  to  Foreign  Ministers 
and  Consuls  in  the  United  States,  1 793-1834  (5  rolls). 
The  notes  after  1834  are  arranged  alphabetically  by 
country  and  thereunder  chronologically  and  are 
published  as  M99,  Notes  to  Foreign  Legations  in  the 
United  States  From  the  Department  of  State,  1834- 
1906  (99  rolls).  The  pertinent  countries  represented 
in  this  publication  are  Great  Britain  (rolls  35-56), 
Mexico  (rolls  69-74),  and  Texas  (roll  95). 

59.48  Subject  access  to  notes  sent  to  legations  of 
certain  countries  during  the  period  1812-70  is 
provided  by  indexes  and  registers.  Notes  to 
representatives  of  France,  Great  Britain,  and  Spain, 
among  others,  are  recorded  in  an  index  to  notes  sent 
by  the  Department  of  State,  1804-10  (1  vol.,  1  in.). 
The  entries,  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
addressee  and  thereunder  chronologically,  show  the 
name  of  addressee,  the  date,  and  the  subject.  Entries 
covering  notes  sent  to  representatives  of  Great 
Britain,  1828-64,  are  included  in  indexes  to  notes  to 
and  from  four  foreign  legations,  1826-70  (8  vols., 
9  in.).  Notes  sent  to  the  British  legation  in  1870  are 
recorded  in  a  register  of  notes  to  the  British, 
French,  and  Netherlands  legations,  1870  (1  vol.,  2 
in.).  These  entries  give  the  date  of  the  note,  the 
addressee,  and  a  brief  digest  of  the  message.  Notes 
dated  after  1870  are  recorded  in  the  eight-volume 
register  described  in  59.40. 

59.49  Not  recorded  in  the  main  series  of  notes  to 

foreign  missions  (59.46)  are  those  written  by  Stephen 
Pleasonton,  which  constitute  most  of  a  series  of 
drafts  of  notes  to  foreign  legations,  1812-15  and 
1854  (1/4  in.).  These  drafts  are  arranged 

alphabetically  by  name  of  country  and  thereunder 
chronologically.  Included  are  drafts  of  notes  directed 
to  the  British,  French,  Danish,  Russian  and  Swedish 
Legations. 

Notes  From  Foreign  Missions  in  the  United  States 

59.50  The  original  communications  and  related 
enclosures  received  by  the  Department  of  State  from 
foreign  legations  and  embassies  in  the  United  States 
make  up  the  notes  from  foreign  missions,  1789-1906 
(573  vols.  and  unbound  papers,  144  ft.).  Notes  and 
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enclosures  are  in  English,  Spanish,  French,  and  other 
languages  and  are  often  accompanied  by  translations 
prepared  by  the  Department  of  State.  Specific 
enclosures  include  copies  of  proclamations,  speeches, 
issues  of  newspapers,  and  notes  by  U.S.  officials 
commenting  on  these  communications.  The  subjects 
of  these  communications  are  similar  to  those  of  the 
companion  series  of  notes  to  foreign  missions  already 
described  (59.46).  The  records  relate  to  many  phases 
of  U.S.  relations  with  foreign  countries  and  reflect 
the  attitudes  of  foreign  governments  to  U.S.  policies. 
These  notes  have  been  published  on  microfilm  with 
the  most  pertinent  publications  being  those  relating  to 
France,  1789-1906  (M53,  32  rolls);  Great  Britain, 
1791-1906  (M50,  145  rolls);  Mexico,  1821-1906 
(M54,  39  rolls);  Spain,  1790-1906  (M59,  31  rolls); 
and  Texas,  1836-45  (T809,  1  roll). 

59.51  No  general  registers  or  indexes  of  notes  are 
available  before  1812,  but  notes  from  certain  foreign 
missions  thereafter  are  recorded  in  various  indexes 
and  registers.  Entries  in  registers  to  notes  from 
foreign  missions,  1812-70  (7  vols.,  1  ft.),  are 
arranged  by  geographic  area,  thereunder  randomly  by 
country  (except  for  two  separate  volumes  for  Great 
Britain  and  France,  covering  the  period  1861-1865), 
and  thereunder  chronologically.  After  1870  the  notes 
are  recorded  in  the  10-volume  register  of  despatches 
and  notes,  1870-1906,  described  in  59.44.  That 
register  also  continues  the  indexes  to  notes  to  and 
from  four  foreign  legations.  Great  Britain  included, 
that  were  previously  recorded  in  the  eight-volume  set 
of  indexes,  1826-70  discussed  in  59.48. 

Records  of  Special  Agents,  Missions, 

and  Commissions 

59.52  Since  the  beginning  of  the  Federal 
Government,  special  agents  have  been  employed  by 
Presidents  and  Secretaries  of  State  to  conduct  foreign 
affairs,  and  special  commissions  have  been  appointed 
to  undertake  specific  duties  for  the  Department. 
Special  agents  have  negotiated  and  exchanged 
ratifications  of  treaties,  collected  information, 
delivered  ceremonial  letters,  procured  copies  of 
archives  of  foreign  governments,  taken  testimony  in 
foreign  countries,  mediated  wars  and  international 
disputes,  inspected  U.S.  consulates  and  investigated 
charges  against  U.S.  consuls,  negotiated  lands  leases, 
and  observed  and  reported  on  political  conditions  and 
public  opinion  in  other  countries.  During  the  18th 
and  19th  centuries,  U.S.  Navy  officers  often  acted  as 


special  agents,  performing  special  diplomatic  missions 
in  addition  to  their  regular  duties. 

Records  Concerning  Special  Agents  and 

Missions 

59.53  The  main  series  of  records  concerning 
special  agents  and  missions,  1789-1906,  are  the 
instructions  concerning  special  missions  and  the  des¬ 
patches  from  special  agents,  described  below.  Other 
series  containing  related  materials  include  the  notes  to 
and  from  foreign  missions  (59.46  and  59.50),  instruc¬ 
tions  to  and  despatches  from  diplomatic  (59.40  and 
59.43)  and  consular  (59.63  and  59.66)  officers,  and 
miscellaneous  and  domestic  letters  (59.21  and  59.24). 
The  records  of  the  individuals  who  served  on  bound¬ 
ary  and  claims  commissions  and  of  the  commissioners 
who  represented  the  U.S.  Government  at  international 
congresses,  conferences,  and  exhibitions  are  in 
Record  Group  76  and  in  Record  Group  43,  respect¬ 
ively. 

59.54  Copies  of  State  Department  instructions, 
1823-1906  (4  vols.,  8  in.),  to  special  agents  and 
bearers  of  despatches  are  bound  in  volumes  labeled 
"Special  Missions."  Before  1823  such  communica¬ 
tions  were  intermingled  with  the  diplomatic  instruc¬ 
tions,  and  a  great  many  continued  to  be  filed  with  the 
diplomatic  instructions  even  after  the  establishment  of 
the  Special  Missions  series  in  1823.  The  latter  series 
appears  to  have  originated  as  a  file  of  secret  commu¬ 
nications,  with  the  selection  of  documents  to  be 
placed  in  it  based  more  on  the  secret  nature  of  the 
documents  than  on  the  fact  that  most  of  them  were 
addressed  to  special  agents.  Consequently,  it  often 
happens  that  communications  mentioned  in  the  diplo¬ 
matic  instructions  are  found  in  the  Special  Missions 
volumes  or  that  other  communications  in  the  Special 
Missions  volumes  are  necessary  for  a  full  under¬ 
standing  of  those  filed  in  the  diplomatic  instructions. 
Volume  3  of  the  series  contains  only  instructions  to 
agents  in  other  American  Republics,  1852-71,  while 
volume  4  consists  chiefly  of  communications  to 
representatives  appointed  by  the  United  States  as 
members  of  international  conferences  and  commis¬ 
sions,  though  other  communications  of  the  kind  are 
sometimes  found  in  the  diplomatic  instructions.  For 
these  reasons,  the  four  Special  Missions  volumes  are 
reproduced  on  rolls  152-155  of  National  Archives 
Microfilm  Publication  M77  (see  59.42). 

59.55  In  addition  to  providing  information 
regarding  the  duties  of  the  special  agents  and 
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commissioners,  the  instructions  and  their  enclosures 
provide  information  about  the  salaries  and  allowances 
of  those  officials.  The  contents  of  each  volume  are 
arranged  chronologically  and  indexed  alphabetically 
by  name  of  agent  or  commission.  The  agents  are 
identified  on  lists  of  special  agents,  1785-1912  (1 
vol.  and  unbound  papers,  3  in.).  Most  of  these  lists 
are  arranged  chronologically  by  the  date  of  the 
agent’s  appointment,  although  some  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  the  agent’s  name  and  others  are 
unarranged  lists  of  special  agents.  Each  entry  shows 
the  name  of  the  agent,  the  date  of  his  appointment, 
and  the  country  to  which  he  was  appointed.  The 
unbound  papers  include  some  copies  of  Presidential 
letters  appointing  special  agents  and  some 
memorandums  on  the  appointments  and  on  the  history 
of  the  practice  of  appointing  special  agents. 

59.56  The  despatches,  1794-1906  (56  vols.  and 
unbound  papers,  12  ft.),  received  from  special  agents 
report  on  their  assignments,  present  their  accounts, 
and  enclose  copies  of  pertinent  documents  and 
exhibits.  Included  is  a  report  of  Joel  R.  Poinsett 
entitled  "Political  State  of  Mexico,"  ca.  1827.  On 
the  inside  covers  of  some  volumes  are  cross-refer¬ 
ences  to  related  materials  in  the  diplomatic,  consular, 
and  miscellaneous  correspondence  of  the  Department 
of  State  (59.43,  59.66,  and  59.21).  The  records  are 
arranged  in  rough  chronological  order,  thereunder  by 
name  of  agent  or  mission,  and  thereunder  chrono¬ 
logically.  They  have  been  published  as  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publication  M37  (21  rolls). 
Some  of  the  despatches  in  this  series,  as  well  as  some 
interfiled  in  the  series  of  miscellaneous  letters,  are 
identified  by  the  chronologically  arranged  entries  in 
the  index  to  despatches  from  secret  special  service 
agents,  1849-61  (1  vol.,  2  in.).  A  table  of  contents 
in  the  volume  shows  the  series  of  records  in  which 
the  despatches  were  filed. 

59.57  In  1951  the  National  Archives  issued 
Special  List  No.  7,  List  of  Documents  Relating  to 
Special  Agents  of  the  Department  of  State,  1 789- 
1906,  compiled  by  Natalia  Summers,  which  identifies 
the  agents  and  their  missions  and  lists  all  pertinent 
documents  found  in  11  series  of  departmental  re¬ 
cords.  The  following  listing  of  agents  and  their 
missions  by  subjects  is  based  on  information  present¬ 
ed  in  the  Special  List. 

California 

1.  Biddle,  James  and  John  B.  Prevost  (1817): 
To  proceed  via  Cape  Horn  north  along  the  California 


coast  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  take 
peaceful  possession  of  that  area  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  return  to  Lima  and  Buenos  Aires,  and 
there  obtain  general  information  regarding  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  respective  countries. 

2.  Gillespie,  Archibald  H.  (1845):  To  carry 
instructions  to  Thomas  O.  Larkin  at  Monterey,  CA, 
and  to  cooperate  with  him  in  executing  those  instruc¬ 
tions. 

3.  Larkin,  Thomas  O.  (1845):  To  report  on 
progress  of  events  and  general  conditions  in  Califor¬ 
nia  and  on  the  designs  of  the  British  and  French 
there.  To  warn  the  government  and  people  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  of  this  danger  to  their  peace  and  prosperity, 
and  to  assure  them  of  the  sympathy  and  friendship  of 
the  President. 

4.  King,  Thomas  Butler  (1849):  To  convey 
important  instructions  to  military  and  naval  command¬ 
ers  in  California;  to  assure  the  people  of  California  of 
the  President’s  determination  to  omit  nothing  that 
may  tend  to  promote  and  secure  their  peace  and 
happiness;  to  report  information  about  general  condi¬ 
tions;  and  to  report  any  attempt  to  alienate  the  region. 

5.  Jones,  William  Carey  (1849):  To  visit 
Mexico  and  California  to  obtain  information  on  the 
character  and  extent  of  titles  and  claims  to  lands  with¬ 
in  the  limits  of  territory  acquired  by  the  United  States 
by  the  treaty  of  February  2,  1848,  with  Mexico. 

Columbia  River  Region 

6.  Biddle,  James  and  John  B.  Prevost  (1817): 
See  no.  1  above. 

7.  Slacum,  William  A.  (1835):  To  obtain 
specific  and  authentic  information  relating  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Columbia  River  country. 

Louisiana 

8.  Short,  William  (1790):  To  negotiate  for 
settlement  of  claim  of  Joseph  Ste.  Marie;  for  the 
opening  of  the  Mississippi  River  to  commerce  of  the 
United  States;  and  for  the  cession  by  Spain  of  the 
island  of  New  Orleans. 

9.  Lafayette,  Marquis  de  (1791):  To  assist 
William  Short  in  negotiations  with  Spain  for  the 
opening  of  the  Mississippi  River  to  U.S.  commerce. 

10.  Innes,  James  (1794):  To  lay  before  the 
government  of  Kentucky  the  state  of  negotiations 
respecting  the  Mississippi. 

11.  Claiborne,  William  C.C.,  and  James 
Wilkinson  (1803):  To  take  possession  of  the  newly 
acquired  Louisiana  Territory. 
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12.  Cleveland,  Richard  J.,  and  Jeremy 
Robinson  (1833):  To  procure  from  Cuba  the  archives 
of  the  Louisiana  Territory  and  of  East  and  West 
Florida. 

13.  Trist,  Nicholas  P. ,  and  Jeremy  Robinson 
(1834):  To  procure  the  archives  of  the  Territories  of 
Louisiana  and  Florida  from  the  Governor  of  Cuba. 

14.  Johnson,  Reverdy  (1862):  To  investigate 
complaints  on  the  proceedings  of  Major  General 
Butler  at  New  Orleans  with  regard  to  foreign  consuls. 

Texas 

15.  Graham,  George  (1818):  To  ascertain 
the  object  of  an  expedition  of  Frenchmen  landed  at 
Galveston,  TX;  the  number  of  persons  involved;  and 
the  origin  of  their  financial  support.  To  advise  the 
leader  of  the  expedition  that  the  President  will  suffer 
no  permanent  settlement  to  be  made  within  territorial 
limits  of  the  United  States  under  any  authority  other 
than  its  own. 

16.  Butler,  Anthony  (1829):  To  follow 
instructions  given  by  Joel  R.  Poinsett,  U.S.  Minister 
to  Mexico,  and  to  supply  him  with  facts  useful  in 
negotiating  for  the  purchase  from  Mexico  of  the 
whole  or  a  part  of  the  province  of  Texas. 

17.  Morfit,  Henry  M.  (1836):  To  obtain 
accurate  and  detailed  information  of  the  civil,  mili¬ 
tary,  and  political  condition  of  Texas. 

18.  Lawrence,  Henry  E.  (1842):  To  obtain 
the  release  of  Franklin  Combs  and  other  Americans 
taken  prisoner  with  members  of  the  Santa  Fe  Expedi¬ 
tion  from  Texas. 

19.  Green,  Duff  (1843):  To  ascertain  from 
the  leading  political  men  of  England  their  attitude 
towards  the  annexation  of  Texas  by  the  United  States. 

20.  Thompson,  Gilbert  L.  (1844):  To 
explain  to  the  Government  of  Mexico  the  reasons  for 
the  annexation  of  Texas  and  to  discuss  the  question  of 
boundary. 

21.  Yell,  Archibald  (1845):  To  carry  to 
Texas  the  news  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  for  its 
annexation;  to  assist  Chargd  d’ Affaires  A.J.  Donelson 
in  persuading  Texas  to  agree  to  the  resolution. 

22.  Wickliffe,  Charles  A.  (1845):  To 
convince  the  authorities  and  the  people  of  Texas  that 
their  union  with  the  United  States  will  promote  and 
secure  their  best  interests. 

23.  Green,  Duff  and  David  D.  Porter  (1859): 
To  investigate  outrages  committed  by  armed  parties 
of  Mexicans  on  the  residents  of  Texas. 


24.  Evans,  Lemuel  D.  (1861):  To  watch  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  on  the  borders  between 
Texas  and  Mexico  and  to  report  on  current  conditions 
there. 

25.  Sedgwick,  Arthur  G.  (1886):  To  acquire 
all  possible  information  concerning  the  libel  case 
brought  against  Augustus  K.  Cutting  for  a  statement 
published  in  the  El  Paso  Sunday  Herald  and  the 
history  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Mexican  courts  in 
respect  thereto. 

26.  Dent,  Louis  A.  (1891):  To  inspect  the 
consulates  in  the  West  Indies,  in  Central  America, 
along  the  west  coast  of  Mexico,  and  along  the  Rio 
Grande  frontier. 

Boundaries 

27.  Robinson,  John  H.  (1812):  To  commu¬ 
nicate  with  the  captain  general  of  the  internal  provinc¬ 
es  of  New  Spain  [Mexico]  relative  to  the  suppression 
of  bandits  and  the  question  of  boundary  between  the 
United  States  and  the  provinces  of  Spain. 

28.  Sparks,  Jared  (1842):  To  conduct  a 
secret  mission  to  Maine  in  connection  with  the 
Webster- Ashburton  Treaty. 

Mexican  Claims 

29.  Greenhow,  Robert  (1837):  To  carry  a 
sealed  letter  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affaires  of 
Mexico  demanding  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
American  citizens,  and  to  bring  back  his  answer. 

30.  Greenhow,  Robert  (1850):  To  collect 
information  concerning  claims  of  American  citizens, 
assumed  by  the  U.S.  Government  under  the  treaty  of 
February  2,  1848,  with  Mexico,  and  to  collect  proof 
tending  to  show  the  fraudulent  nature  of  some  of 
these  claims. 

31.  Smith,  Buckingham  (1851):  To  obtain 
testimony  in  Mexico  on  the  case  of  G.A.  Gardiner. 

32.  Slacum,  George  W.  (1851):  To  collect 
testimony  respecting  the  awards  obtained  by  J.H. 
Mears  and  G.A.  Gardiner  against  the  United  States 
before  the  Board  of  Commissioners  at  Washington 
under  the  treaty  with  Mexico  of  February  2,  1848. 

33.  Smith,  Edward  (1852):  To  obtain 
testimony  in  Mexico  in  the  cases  of  certain  presum¬ 
ably  fraudulent  claims  of  American  citizens. 

34.  Cooper,  George  E. ,  and  Alfred  Mordecai 
(1853):  To  obtain  testimony  in  Mexico  to  protect  the 
U.S.  Government  against  an  allegedly  fraudulent 
claim  by  U.S.  citizens  there. 
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Mexican  War 

35.  Parrott,  William  S.  (1845):  To  ascertain 
the  attitude  of  the  present  Mexican  Government 
towards  the  United  States.  By  using  every  honorable 
effort,  to  convince  the  President  and  other  high 
officials  of  the  Mexican  Government  that  it  is  to  their 
interest  to  restore  friendly  relations  between  the  two 
republics. 

36.  Brown,  William  Linn  (1846):  To  report 
on  the  intentions  of  Santa  Anna,  at  Havana,  Cuba, 
concerning  Mexico. 

37.  Conner,  David  (1846):  To  transmit  a 
note  containing  peace  overtures  to  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Relations  of  Mexico  and  to  forward  his 
reply. 

38.  Beach,  Moses  Y.  (1846):  To  provide 
useful  information  relative  to  the  possibility  of 
signing  a  favorable  peace  treaty  with  Mexico. 

39.  MacKenzie,  Alexander  Slidell  (1846): 
To  ascertain  the  views  of  Santa  Anna,  at  Havana, 
toward  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
and  whether,  if  he  is  restored  to  power  in  Mexico, 
there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  that  he  will  make 
peace.  [No  correspondence  with  MacKenzie  is  on 
file.  Some  letters  may  be  found,  however,  in  papers 
of  President  James  K.  Polk  in  the  Library  of 
Congress,  the  Chicago  Historical  Society,  and  the 
Lenox  Library,  New  York.] 

40.  Atocha,  Alexander  J.  (1847):  To  carry 
a  letter  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  of 
Mexico  and  bring  back  his  answer  relative  to  the 
restoration  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico. 

41.  Trist,  Nicholas  P.  (1847):  To  conclude 
a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Government  of  Mexico  if 
that  country  so  desires. 

59.58  A  considerable  quantity  of  records  docu¬ 
ment  the  efforts  of  the  special  agents  charged  with 
securing  the  archives  of  Florida  and  Louisiana  from 
the  Spanish  officials  in  Cuba.  Included  is  the  multi¬ 
volume  journal  of  Special  Agent  Jeremy  Robinson, 
1832-34  (6  vols.,  8  in.),  which  contains  copies  of  and 
excerpts  from  his  correspondence  with  Spanish  and 
U.S.  officials,  his  reports  on  the  archives,  and  his 
observations  on  Cuban  social  and  political  life.  The 
journal  is  reproduced  as  part  of  National  Archives 
Microfilm  Publication  T1212,  Records  of  Special 
Agents  for  Securing  the  Florida  Archives,  1819-1835 
(6  rolls). 


Correspondence  and  Reports  of  Diplomatic 
Commissions 

59.59  Several  commissions  are  represented  by 
discrete  series  of  departmental  records,  but  only  one 
of  these  commissions  is  relevant.  Two  series  of 
records  relate  to  the  commissioners  who  negotiated 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent  that  ended  the  War  of  1812  and 
provided  for  the  establishment  of  commissions  to 
determine  the  northern  boundary  of  the  United  States 
from  the  St.  Croix  River  west  to  Lake  of  the  Woods. 
Drafts  of  the  treaty  as  well  as  a  signed  and  sealed 
duplicate  of  the  treaty  are  among  the  enclosures  filed 
with  copies  of  despatches  of  the  U.S.  Commission¬ 
ers  at  Ghent,  1813-16  (1  vol.,  3  in.).  Other  enclo¬ 
sures  include  memorandums  of  conversations  and 
protocols  of  conferences  with  the  British  Commis¬ 
sioners,  and  copies  of  notes  exchanged  with  them. 
Copies  of  letters  of  appointment  and  full  powers  for 
the  Commissioners  are  found  in  a  letter  book  of  the 
U.S.  Commissioners  at  Ghent,  Jan.  18-Nov.  30, 
1814  (1  vol.,  1  in.).  The  volume,  labeled  "Archives 
of  Embassy  at  Ghent,  1814,"  contains  transcripts  of 
letters  exchanged  between  the  U.S.  Commissioners, 
the  British  Foreign  Office,  the  British  Commission¬ 
ers,  and  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  records  in  both 
series  are  chronologically  arranged. 

Records  Concerning  Filibustering 

Expeditions  Against  Mexico 

59.60  During  the  War  of  1812,  Secretary  of  State 
James  Monroe  sent  special  agents  into  the  Louisiana 
and  Texas  areas  of  Spanish  Mexico  on  various 
unofficial  missions.  Some  of  these  agents  became 
involved  in  filibustering  expeditions  (unsanctioned 
invasions  into  foreign-held  territories  by  U.S.  citi¬ 
zens)  to  spread  revolution  and  drive  the  Spanish  out 
of  northern  Mexico.  The  chronologically  arranged 
correspondence  on  filibustering  raids  in  Mexico, 
1811-16  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  includes  letters  from  early 
Mexican  revolutionaries,  such  as  Bernardo  Gutierrez 
and  Don  Jose  Alvarez  de  Toledo,  who  had  been  U.S. 
agents;  from  U.S.  Agent  William  Shaler,  the  U.S. 
envoy  in  New  Orleans;  and  from  Dr.  John  H.  Robin¬ 
son,  who  in  1813  was  unofficially  sent  by  Monroe  to 
ask  Nemesio  de  Salcedo,  the  Spanish  Governor  of 
Northern  Mexico,  to  take  action  to  control  armed 
bandits  who  were  encroaching  into  U.S.  territory. 
Robinson  later  began  filibustering  activities  of  his 
own.  These  records  have  been  published  as  National 
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Archives  Microfilm  Publication  T286,  Correspon¬ 
dence  Relating  to  the  Filibustering  Expedition  Against 
the  Spanish  Government  of  Mexico,  1811-1816  (1 
roll). 

Records  Concerning  Despatch  Bearers 

59.61  Lists  of  bearers  of  despatches,  1816-51  (1 
vol.,  1/2  in.),  identify  individuals  who  carried  des¬ 
patches  to  Mexico  and  Texas.  The  entries,  some  of 
which  are  arranged  by  name  of  bearer  and  others  by 
name  of  country,  give  the  names  of  the  bearers,  the 
dates  of  their  appointments,  and  a  brief  indication  of 
their  missions.  Also  in  the  volume  is  a  listing  for 
special  agents  that  includes,  under  the  heading  for 
Mexico,  an  entry  for  an  agent  assigned  to  California 
in  1848.  Many  of  the  letters  from  bearers  of  des¬ 
patches,  1816-51  (2  in.),  are  from  individuals  who 
carried  despatches  to  Mexico  and  Texas.  For  the 
most  part,  the  despatch  bearers  wrote  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  announce  their  departure  or  arrival  or  to 
report  on  their  trips.  Enclosed  with  one  of  the  Texas 
letters  is  a  printed  copy  of  a  proclamation  of  January 
12,  1846,  issued  two  weeks  after  the  annexation  of 
Texas  by  the  United  States,  by  Anson  Jones, 
President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  in  which  he 
called  for  the  Texas  legislature  to  convene  for  die 
purpose  of  organizing  a  State  government. 

Consular  Correspondence,  1785-1906 

59.62  The  consular  correspondence  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  State  is  arranged  for  the  most  part  in  five 
series  of  letters:  instructions  sent  by  the  Department 
to  consular  officers,  despatches  received  from  consul¬ 
ar  officers,  notes  to  foreign  consuls  in  the  United 
States,  notes  from  foreign  consuls,  and  miscellaneous 
consular  and  diplomatic  correspondence.  The  instruc¬ 
tions  (59.63)  and  despatches  (59.66)  concern  such 
matters  as  the  protection  of  U.S.  citizens,  including 
the  issuance  of  passports  and  the  settlement  of  estates 
of  citizens  dying  abroad;  the  relief  and  protection  of 
U.S.  seamen  in  foreign  ports;  commercial  matters 
including  inspections  of  vessels,  certifications  of 
cargo  manifests,  the  undervaluation  of  goods,  and 
other  information  for  customs  officials;  and  the 
administration  of  consulates,  including  appointments, 
leaves  of  absence,  equipment  and  supplies,  and  funds 
and  expenditures.  The  despatches  also  report  on 
foreign  economic,  political,  and  social  conditions. 


Many  of  the  despatches  are  accompanied  by  such 
enclosures  as  copies  of  correspondence  between 
consuls  and  local  government  officials,  U.S.  diplo¬ 
matic  representatives,  other  consuls,  and  U.S.  naval 
officers  commanding  units  in  foreign  waters;  news¬ 
paper  clippings  and  other  publications;  death  notices 
of  U.S.  citizens  and  inventories  of  their  effects;  lists 
of  U.S.  citizens  residing  in  consular  districts;  and 
pictures  and  plans  of  consular  buildings.  The  notes 
(59.70)  relate  to  protection  of  citizens  of  foreign 
countries  in  the  United  States,  discharge  of  foreigners 
from  the  U.S.  Army,  requests  for  certificates  of  death 
and  other  papers,  extradition  proceedings,  the  viola¬ 
tion  of  neutrality  laws,  and  exequaturs  for  foreign 
consuls. 

Instructions  to  Consular  Officers  and  Related 

Records 

59.63  Copies  of  consular  instructions,  1800- 
1906  (201  vols.,  42  ft.),  are  arranged  chronologically 
for  the  most  part,  except  for  the  years  1835-74,  when 
they  are  arranged  by  geographic  areas  and  thereunder 
chronologically.  Each  volume  of  instructions  before 
1833  contains  an  index  of  names  of  addressees.  The 
instructions  for  the  period  1801-34,  have  been  pub¬ 
lished  as  National  Archives  Microfilm  Publication 
M78  (7  rolls).  Access  to  the  instructions  after  1833 
is  facilitated  by  the  registers  of  instructions  to  con¬ 
suls,  1800-1802  and  1833-74  (16  vols.,  3  ft.),  and 
the  volume  covering  the  period  1833-34  is  reproduced 
as  part  of  M78.  The  registers  are  divided  into  three 
chronological  segments.  The  first  register,  1800- 
1802,  relates  only  to  the  first  volume  of  consular 
instructions  and  the  entries  are  arranged  alphabet¬ 
ically  by  name  of  consul.  Entries  in  the  third 
register,  which  is  in  two  volumes,  each  labeled  "No. 
6,"  are  arranged  by  First,  Second,  or  Third  Consular 
Bureau,  thereunder  by  city,  and  thereunder  by  date. 
The  second  register,  which  consists  of  13  volumes, 
numbered  39-51  and  covering  the  period  1833-70, 
also  contains  entries  arranged  in  the  same  fashion  as 
those  in  the  third  register,  but  a  key  to  register  of 
consular  instructions,  1833-70  (1  vol.,  1  in.), 
facilitates  the  location  of  the  instructions  for 
particular  consular  posts  by  showing  the  inclusive 
dates  of  the  instructions  for  each  consulate  and  the 
register  volume  and  page  numbers  listing  the  instruc¬ 
tions.  Entries  in  the  "key"  are  arranged  alphabetical¬ 
ly  by  name  of  consulate  and  thereunder  chronologi¬ 
cally. 
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59.64  The  register  entry  for  each  instruction  gives 
its  date,  the  name  of  the  consulate  or  the  consular 
officer  addressed,  an  abstract  of  the  contents  of  the 
instruction,  and  the  correspondence  series  in  which  it 
is  filed.  In  addition  to  covering  the  instructions  to 
consuls,  the  registers  contain  entries  for  death  notices 
of  U.S.  citizens  who  died  abroad  (59. 109),  notices  of 
consular  appointments  (59.65.4),  letters  to  consuls 
regarding  their  consular  bonds  (59.65.6),  and  some 
related  items  in  the  domestic  letters  (59.24)  and  in 
reports  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Congress  (59.32). 
Some  of  the  entries  in  the  registers  are  duplicated  in 
a  register  of  instructions  to  consuls  and  notes  to 
foreign  consuls,  1870-1906  (12  vols.  5  ft.),  which 
identifies  instructions  to  consuls  (59.63),  notes  to 
foreign  consuls  (59.70),  and  some  domestic  letters 
(59.24)  relating  to  particular  consular  posts.  The 
entries  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  consulate  and 
thereunder  chronologically;  the  entry  for  each  instruc¬ 
tion  or  note  gives  its  date,  the  consulate  addressed, 
and  a  digest  of  contents. 

59.65  Additional  series  of  outgoing  letters  include 
those  listed  below.  The  letters  in  each  series  are  ar¬ 
ranged  chronologically. 

1.  Instructions  to  Consuls  by  the  Second 
Consular  Bureau,  June  19,  1866-June  30,  1874  (17 
vols.,  1ft.).  The  first  two  volumes  contain  indexes. 

2.  Telegrams  to  Consular  Officers,  1894- 
1906  (11  vols.,  3  ft.). 

3.  Circular  Instructions  to  Consuls,  1830-59 
(1  vol.,  1  in). 

4.  Notices  of  Confirmation  of  Appointments, 
Aug.  10,  186lHJune  26,  1874  (1  vol.,  2  in.). 

5.  Instructions  Regarding  Oaths  of  Office 
and  Other  Documents,  Mar.  14,  1857-Mar.  22, 
1873  (2  vols.,  6  in.). 

6.  Letters  to  Consuls  Regarding  Consular 
Bonds,  Apr.  8,  1857-Apr.  9,  1875  (2  vols.,  6  in.). 

These  volumes  include  alphabetical  name  indexes. 

Despatches  from  Consular  Officers 

59.66  Despatches,  1789-1906  (3,528  vols.  and 
unbound  papers,  843  ft.),  the  consular  officers’ 
replies  to  consular  instructions  (59.63),  deal  with 
economic,  political,  and  social  conditions  abroad  as 
well  as  with  routine  matters.  The  despatches  and 
related  enclosures  are  arranged  alphabetically  by 
consulate  and  thereunder  chronologically.  No  regis¬ 


ter  or  index  exists  for  despatches  received  through 
1827,  but  those  received  from  1828  to  1906  are 
recorded  in  registers,  and  those  received  during  the 
period  1836-53  are  indexed  as  well.  The  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  registers  of  consular  despatches,  1828- 
70  (38  vols.,  6  ft.),  is  somewhat  complicated,  but 
entries  relating  to  specific  consulates  can  be  identified 
by  using  the  key  to  registers  of  consular  despatch¬ 
es,  1829-70  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  which  shows  for  each 
consulate  the  inclusive  dates  of  the  despatches  and  the 
register  volume  and  page  numbers  on  which  the 
despatches  are  listed.  The  register  entries  themselves 
give  the  date  of  writing,  the  date  received,  the 
consulate,  and  an  abstract  of  the  despatch.  Similar 
information  is  provided  in  the  register  of  consular 
despatches,  1870-1906  (14  vols.,  5  ft.).  In  this 
register  die  entries  in  each  volume  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  country,  thereunder  alphabetically 
by  name  of  consulate,  and  thereunder  chronologi¬ 
cally.  The  index  to  despatches  from  consuls  and 
others,  Aug.  1836-Jan.  1853  (4  vols.,  9  in.),  in¬ 
cludes  entries  for  despatches  from  Great  Britain  for 
the  period  August  18,  1836-December  21,  1847,  and 
for  Mexico  for  the  period  September  20,  1836- 
January  21,  1853.  This  index  also  covers  some  of 
the  miscellaneous  letters  (59.21)  that  relate  to 
consular  matters. 

59.67  The  consular  despatches  are  available  as 
National  Archives  publications,  with  a  separate 
publication  for  each  consular  post.  Included  are 
publications  for  New  Orleans  (T225,  1798-1807,  1 
roll);  Galveston  (T151,  1817-46,  2  rolls)  and  Texas 
(T153,  1825-44,  1  roll);  Monterey,  Upper  California 
(M138,  1834-48,  1  roll);  and  Santa  Fe  (M199,  1830- 
46,  1  roll).  Obviously,  information  about  economic, 
social,  and  political  conditions  in  Louisiana,  Texas, 
California,  and  New  Mexico  is  contained  in  the 
despatches  reproduced  in  these  publications,  but 
pertinent  information  about  conditions  in  these  and 
other  areas  of  the  trans-Mississippi  West  can  also  be 
found  in  despatches  received  from  consuls  stationed 
at  posts  in  Mexico  and  Canada. 

59.68  Given  below  are  brief  descriptions  of  some 
subjects  covered  by  despatches  received  from  several 
posts  in  Mexico,  most  of  which  were  located  along 
the  border  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico: 

1.  Camargo,  1870-80  (M288,  1  roll).  Some 
despatches  relate  to  the  pursuit  of  Mexican  cattle 
thieves  by  U.S.  troops;  combat  between  Mexican  and 
U.S.  troops  near  Corpus  Christi;  and  a  decree  by 
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President  Porfirio  Diaz,  closing  the  ports  of  Mier  and 
Camargo  to  U.S.  trade. 

2.  Chihuahua,  1830-1906  (M289,  3  rolls). 
Subjects  covered  by  these  despatches  include  Indian 
raids,  U.S.  Army  deserters  in  Mexico,  alleged  raids 
on  Chihuahua  by  troops  raised  in  Texas,  a  restriction 
preventing  U.S.  citizens  from  settling  within  20  miles 
of  the  U.S.  border,  and  Chinese  immigration  into  the 
United  States  through  Mexico. 

3.  Guaymas,  1832-96  (M284,  5  rolls). 

Subjects  include  Indian  problems;  the  death  of 
Cochise,  the  Apache  leader;  the  surrender  of 
Geronimo  and  his  band  of  Apaches  to  Gen.  Nelson 
A.  Miles;  prohibition  on  importing  cattle  from  Sonora 
into  the  United  States  except  at  Nogales  and  Yuma; 
and  Mexican  reaction  to  U.S.  filibustering  expeditions 
in  Lower  California. 

4.  Guerrero,  1871-88  (M292,  1  roll).  Among 
these  despatches  are  reports  on  raids  by  Comanche 
Indians  on  ranches  in  Texas  and  the  violation  of  U.S. 
territory  by  Mexican  soldiers. 

5.  La  Paz,  1855-1906  (M282,  5  rolls).  Some 
of  these  despatches  concern  immigration  from  Upper 
California,  trade  with  San  Francisco,  and  the  illegal 
immigration  of  Europeans  and  Asians  into  the  United 
States  through  Mexico. 

6.  Matamoros,  1826-1906  (M281,  12  rolls). 
Some  of  the  subjects  to  which  these  despatches  relate 
are  border  problems;  the  New  Orleans  Exposition, 
1884-85;  and  the  administration  of  consulates  and 
consular  agencies  along  the  Rio  Grande. 

7.  Mexico  City,  1822-1906  (M296,  15  rolls). 
Some  of  these  despatches  relate  to  major  historical 
events  such  as  the  independence  of  Texas  and  its 
annexation  to  the  United  States,  and  the  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico.  Other  subjects  include 
anti-American  sentiment  arising  from  the  Texas 
rebellion,  a  project  for  the  sale  of  Texas  to  the  British 
Government,  and  activities  of  the  United  States- 
Mexico  Mixed  Claims  Commission  in  adjudicating 
claims  of  both  American  and  Mexican  citizens. 

8.  Mier,  1870-78  (M297,  1  roll).  One  of  the 
subjects  covered  by  these  despatches  is  a  raid  on 
Conception,  TX,  by  Mexican  bandits. 


9.  Nogales,  Sonora,  1889-1906  (M283,  4 
rolls).  Some  despatches  concern  the  boundary 
markers  between  Nogales,  AZ,  and  Nogales,  Sonora; 
the  entry  of  Chinese  into  Arizona  and  California 
through  Sonora;  a  reciprocal  agreement  for  recover¬ 
ing  cattle  that  crossed  the  international  boundary;  the 
murder  of  U.S.  citizens  by  Mexican  bandits  and 
Indians;  the  murder  of  16  Americans  by  Mexican 
strikers  at  the  Cananea  Consolidated  Copper  Co.;  and 
border  raids  by  Indians  from  the  United  States. 

10.  Nuevo  Laredo,  1871-1906  (M280, 4  rolls). 
Many  of  these  despatches  relate  to  border  problems, 
including  the  illegal  entry  of  Chinese  laborers,  the 
activities  of  Mexican  bandits  and  revolutionaries  on 
the  U.S.  side,  and  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

11.  Piedras  Negras,  1868-1906  (M299,  5 
rolls).  Many  of  these  despatches  concern  border 
problems  such  as  smuggling,  Indian  raids,  cattle 
rustling,  extradition  of  political  refugees  and  army 
deserters,  kidnaping  of  U.S.  citizens  in  the  United 
States  by  Mexicans,  and  pursuit  by  Mexican  officers 
of  army  deserters  who  had  crossed  into  U.S. 
territory.  Other  subjects  include  the  completion  of 
the  international  bridge  from  Piedras  Negras  to  Eagle 
Pass,  TX,  and  the  quarantine  Texas  imposed  against 
Piedras  Negras  during  a  smallpox  epidemic. 

12.  San  Bias,  1837-92  (M301,  1  roll).  Some 
of  the  subjects  covered  by  these  despatches  include 
coastal  trade  with  California,  filibustering  expeditions 
from  San  Francisco  for  purposes  of  agitation  in  order 
to  annex  Mexican  territory  to  the  United  States,  and 
aid  to  distressed  seamen  and  their  transportation  to 
San  Francisco. 

13.  Tampico,  1824-1906  (M304,  8  rolls). 
Some  of  these  despatches  concern  the  U.S.  coloniza¬ 
tion  of  Texas  and  its  independence  from  Mexico,  the 
U.S. -Mexican  War,  and  the  Civil  War  in  the  United 
States.  During  the  Civil  War,  many  letters  reported 
arrivals  of  British  and  Confederate  blockade  runners 
from  Texas. 

59.69  Boundary  problems,  Indian  migrations,  and 
lawlessness  are  subjects  also  found  among  despatches 
received  from  consuls  stationed  in  Canada.  In  1872, 
for  example,  the  consul  in  Victoria  forwarded  docu¬ 
ments  compiled  for  possible  use  in  the  arbitration  of 
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the  San  Juan  boundary  question.  Five  years  later  the 
consul  in  Winnipeg  reported  on  the  activities  of 
Sitting  Bull  and  other  Sioux  Indians  who  had  fled  to 
Canada  following  their  victory  over  the  U.S.  Seventh 
Cavalry  at  the  Little  Big  Horn  River  in  Montana 
Territory.  In  July  1878  the  consul  wrote  concerning 
illegal  liquor  traffic  in  the  "Northwest  Angle"  at  Lake 
of  the  Woods.  These  documents  are  among  the 
despatches  reproduced  in  the  microfilm  publications 
identified  below: 

1.  Red  River,  Northwest  Territory,  1867-70 

(T23,  1  roll). 

2.  Vancouver,  1890-1906  (T114,  5  rolls). 

3.  Victoria,  1862-1906  (T130,  16  rolls). 

4.  Winnipeg,  1869-1906  (T24,  10  rolls). 

Notes  Exchanged  With  Foreign  Consuls  in  the 

United  States 

59.70  Notes  to  foreign  consuls,  1853-1906  (4 
vols.,  1  ft.),  are  chronologically  arranged  copies  of 
communications  sent  by  the  Department  to  foreign 
consular  officers  in  the  United  States  relating  to  many 
phases  of  their  consular  duties.  Each  volume  before 
1870  contains  a  register;  after  1870  the  notes  were 
entered  in  the  register  described  in  59.64.  Notes  sent 
before  1853  are  among  the  domestic  letters  (59.24) 
and  notes  to  foreign  missions  (59.46).  The  notes 
from  foreign  consuls,  1789-1906  (17  vols.,  3  ft.), 
are  communications,  with  related  enclosures,  received 
by  the  Department  from  foreign  consuls  in  the  United 
States.  Among  the  enclosures  are  commissions  of 
consuls  and  some  copies  of  ceremonial  letters  from 
heads  of  foreign  states  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Although  these  notes  are  arranged  chronolog¬ 
ically  rather  than  by  country,  no  register  or  index  to 
them  before  1870  is  available;  beginning  in  that  year, 
notes  were  entered  in  the  register  described  in  59.66. 


General  Correspondence,  1906-49 

Numerical  and  Minor  Files,  1906-10 

59.71  In  1906  the  Department’s  Bureau  of  Index¬ 
es  and  Archives  devised  a  numerical  file  system  for 
the  central  files  so  that  all  documents  relating  to  a 


particular  subject  or  case  would  be  located  in  the 
same  place,  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  received. 
Using  this  scheme,  each  new  subject  or  individual 
case  was  assigned  a  successive  number  in  an  overall 
sequence.  Each  document  added  to  a  case  file  was 
given  an  individual  enclosure  number,  separated  from 
the  case  file  number  by  a  solidus  ["/"].  Frequently, 
the  quantity  of  material  relating  to  the  same  general 
subject  matter  increased  to  the  point  where  it  was 
necessary  to  establish  separate  case  files  to  reflect 
various  aspects  of  the  subject.  Each  case  file  was 
given  its  own  case  number.  Thus,  three  separate  case 
files  (267,  839,  and  1613)  relate  to  the  U.S. -Canadian 
boundary,  while  a  fourth  case  (242)  concerns  the 
boundary  between  Canada  and  Alaska.  When,  within 
the  span  of  four  years,  nearly  26,000  numerical  case 
files  had  been  established,  the  need  for  a  more 
adaptable  and  expandable  filing  system  was  obvious. 
The  problem  was  compounded  by  the  fact  that  the 
numerical  files  did  not  include  all  the  correspondence 
handled  by  the  Bureau.  Correspondence  relating  to 
routine  matters  was  arranged  alphabetically  and  filed 
in  what  was  called  the  minor  file.  In  1910  the 
numerical  system  was  abandoned  in  favor  of  a 
decimal  system  that  incorporated  both  the  numerical 
and  the  minor  files. 

59.72  The  numerical  file,  1906-10  (1,172  vols., 
372  ft.),  contains  most  of  the  general  correspondence 
of  the  Department  of  State,  including  correspondence 
with  U.S.  consular  and  diplomatic  officers;  foreign 
missions;  delegates  to  international  conferences, 
commissions,  and  expositions;  firms;  and  individuals. 
The  documents,  which  relate  to  virtually  all  aspects 
of  American  diplomacy  and  departmental  business  for 
the  years  1906-10,  reflect  the  growing  role  of  the 
United  States  in  world  affairs  during  this  period. 
Records  concerning  U.S.  diplomacy  in  the  Far  East 
include  a  case  file  (1797)  on  the  treatment  of 
Japanese  in  California,  while  case  files  documenting 
U.S.  relations  with  other  countries  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere  include  a  file  (5308)  concerning  the 
boundary  line  dispute  between  Mexico  and  the  United 
States  over  the  Chamizal  tract,  as  well  as  those  files 
on  the  U.S. -Canadian  boundary  cited  above  (59.71). 
Oversize  enclosures  to  the  numerical  file,  1906-10 
(2  ft.),  arranged  by  case  numbers,  are  filed  separate¬ 
ly.  Routine  communications  that  the  Department 
decided  not  to  place  in  the  numerical  file  were  put  in 
die  minor  file,  1906-10  (62  vols.,  20  ft.).  These 
documents  are  arranged  in  one  alphabetical  sequence 
keyed  to  name  of  country  for  diplomatic  correspon- 
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dence,  name  of  city  for  consular  correspondence, 
and  name  of  correspondent  for  letters  to  and  from 
private  individuals.  The  letters  from  private  sources 
are  chiefly  requests  or  recommendations  for  appoint¬ 
ment  to  positions  in  the  Department  or  its  Foreign 
Service,  requests  for  passports,  and  requests  for 
publications  or  information.  The  numerical  and 
minor  files  are  available  as  National  Archives  Micro¬ 
film  Publication  M862  (1,240  rolls). 

59.73  To  control  the  documents  in  the  numerical 
file,  several  kinds  of  records  were  compiled.  Lists 
of  antecedent  papers  on  subject  cases,  1905  and 
1906  (1  fit.),  correlate  the  papers  in  the  case  files  with 
papers  filed  before  the  establishment  of  the  numerical 
file  in  August  1906.  The  lists,  some  of  which  are  on 
3-  by  8-inch  cards,  are  arranged  sequentially  by  case 
numbers.  Entries  in  a  card  index  to  the  numerical 
and  minor  files,  1906-10  (200  ft.),  compiled  on  3- 
by  5-inch  cards,  are  arranged  alphabetically  (by 
subject,  by  individual  names,  by  Foreign  Service  post 
or  country,  and  by  Government  department),  there¬ 
under  as  "to"  or  "from,"  and  thereunder  chrono¬ 
logically.  Each  card  gives  the  name  of  sender  or 
addressee,  the  date,  and  a  brief  summary  of  the 
message  and  shows  whether  the  paper  is  in  the 
numerical  or  the  minor  file.  For  papers  in  the 
numerical  file,  the  case  and  document  numbers  are 
given.  Much  of  this  information  is  duplicated  by  the 
listings  in  the  "Purport  List"  of  the  numerical  file, 
1906-10  (40  ft.),  compiled  on  3-  by  8-inch  record 
cards.  These  cards  are  arranged  according  to  the 
decimal  filing  scheme  adopted  by  the  Department  in 
1910.  A  conversion  book  (1  vol.,  2  in.)  contains  the 
information  necessary  to  convert  the  case  numbers  in 
the  numerical  file  to  the  corresponding  numbers  in 
the  decimal  file. 


Decimal  File,  1910-49 

59.74  When  the  numerical  file  system  proved  to 
be  unsatisfactory,  the  Department  began  to  arrange 
central  file  records  by  subject  according  to  a  decimal 
file  system.  Under  the  new  system,  documents  were 
placed  under  one  of  nine  major  subject  classes  and 
thereunder  arranged  by  country  when  applicable. 
The  nine  major  subject  classes  were  numbered  0  to  8, 
as  follows: 


0.  General  and  Miscellaneous 

1.  Administration  of  the  U.S.  Government 

2.  Extradition  Treaties  and  Cases 

3.  Protection  of  Private  and  National  Interests 

4.  International  Claims  Treaties  and  Cases 

5.  Multilateral  Treaties;  International  Confer¬ 
ences  and  Organizations 

6.  Commerce,  Customs,  and  Trade  Agree¬ 
ments 

7.  Political  and  Treaty  Relations  of  States 

8.  Internal  Affairs  of  States 

The  subjects  were  defined  within  each  class  and 
identified  by  a  decimal  classification.  Each  country 
was  assigned  a  two-digit  number,  e.g.,  Canada  [42], 
Mexico  [12],  and  the  United  States  [11].  As  papers 
accumulated  under  a  specific  subject  heading,  they 
were  assigned  consecutive  numbers,  called  enclosure 
numbers,  which  were  subordinate  to  the  decimal 
classification.  The  enclosure  number  was  set  off 
from  the  decimal  classification  by  a  solidus  ["/"],  and 
the  incoming  communication  and  accompanying  reply 
were  assigned  the  same  enclosure  number. 

59.75  An  example  of  a  typical  decimal  file 
number  is  711.1215/144-309,  the  first  part  of  a 
multipart  file.  In  this  case  7  signifies  political 
relations  between  nations,  11  signifies  the  United 
States,  and  12  signifies  Mexico;  15  is  the  classifica¬ 
tion  for  "boundary  questions"  and  the  numbers 
following  the  solidus  indicate  the  numbers  of  the 
enclosures  in  that  particular  part  of  the  file.  The 
entire  file  consists  of  five  parts,  with  enclosures 
numbering  from  144  to  697.  Enclosures  1  to  143  are 
in  numerical  file  5308  (59.72),  which  concerns  the 
dispute  over  the  Chamizal  tract,  and  decimal  file 
711.1215  relates  to  the  arbitration  of  the  Chamizal 
dispute  by  the  International  Boundary  Commission 
and  other  boundary  questions.  This  five-part  file  and 
other  decimal  files  on  U.S. -Mexican  boundary 
matters  are  part  of  the  files  reproduced  in  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publication  M3 14,  Records  of  the 
Department  of  State  Relating  to  Political  Relations 
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Between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  1910-29  (29 
rolls).  Similar  files  for  Canada  have  not  been  filmed. 

59.76  The  decimal  Tile,  1910-49  (13,620  ft.),  is 
divided  into  several  chronological  segments,  the  first 
of  which  covers  the  period  1910-29.  All  of  the 
segments  are  arranged  according  to  the  file  class¬ 
ification  numbers.  Among  the  records  are  instruc¬ 
tions  to  and  despatches  from  diplomatic  and  consular 
officials.  Some  despatches  are  accompanied  by 
enclosures,  such  as  diplomatic  notes  exchanged, 
pamphlets,  and  issues  of  newspapers.  Other  records 
in  the  file  include  letters  and  telegrams  from  private 
individuals  and  from  officials,  notes  from  foreign 
diplomatic  representatives  in  the  United  States,  and 
memorandums  prepared  by  State  Department  offi¬ 
cials.  Many  of  the  records  show  popular  opinion 
regarding  relations  between  the  United  States  and 
other  countries.  Oversize  enclosures  to  the  decimal 
file,  1910-49  (158  ft.),  arranged  according  to  decimal 
file  classification,  are  filed  separately. 

59.77  Indexes  and  purport  books  were  developed 
to  control  access  to  the  records.  A  name  index, 
1910-49  (3,  157  ft.),  compiled  on  3-  by  5-inch  cards, 
is  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  and  thereunder 
chronologically.  Entries  refer  to  private  persons, 
organizations,  and  companies.  Each  card  gives  the 
subject  and  date  of  document,  the  names  of  sender 
and  addressee,  the  decimal  file  classification,  and  a 
summary  of  the  message.  Also  compiled  on  3-  by 
5-inch  cards  is  an  index  to  communications  sent  and 
received  (Source  Cards),  1910-49  (5,287  ft.), 
arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  country,  post,  or 
agency;  thereunder  as  "to"  or  "from";  and  thereunder 
chronologically.  Most  of  the  cards  refer  to  despatch¬ 
es  from  Foreign  Service  posts  (embassies,  legations, 
and  consulates)  and  to  instructions  sent  them  by  the 
Department.  Other  cards  refer  to  internal  memoran¬ 
dums,  to  communications  between  the  Department  of 
State  and  other  Government  agencies,  and  to  commu¬ 
nications  with  foreign  embassies  and  legations.  Each 
card  gives  the  name  of  the  sender,  the  date,  and  the 
document’s  decimal  file  classification,  a  summary  of 
the  message,  and  the  number  of  the  despatch  or 
instruction.  Unlike  the  indexes,  the  lists  of  docu¬ 
ments  (Purport  Books),  1910-44  (488  ft.),  are 
arranged  according  to  decimal  file  classification. 
Each  entry  gives  the  name  of  the  sender  or  receiver, 
the  date  and  number  of  the  despatch  or  telegram,  and 
a  purport  or  summary  of  the  subject  matter.  The 
entries  are  listed  on  8-  by  12  1/2-inch  sheets  of  paper 
fastened  in  binders. 


RECORDS  RELATING  TO 
VARIOUS  FUNCTIONS 

59.78  The  records  discussed  in  this  section  relate 
to  certain  special  functions  assigned  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  State.  Some  of  these  functions  were  internal 
in  nature,  but  many  stemmed  from  the  general 
governmental  responsibilities  of  the  Department.  In 
some  cases,  such  as  commissions,  the  duties  were 
intended  to  be  temporary,  but  in  other  cases,  such  as 
the  publishing  of  the  laws  in  current  newspapers,  the 
responsibilities  were  expected  to  be  permanent  but 
were  later  terminated.  Still  other  functions  were 
originally  assigned  to  the  Department  but  were  later 
transferred  to  other  Government  agencies. 

Administrative  Records 

59.79  The  administration  of  the  Department  was 
for  years  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Clerk,  who  was 
responsible  at  one  time  or  another  for  administering 
the  archives  and  rolls,  handling  the  mail,  and  index¬ 
ing  records;  and  for  supervising  the  work  of  the 
Bureau  of  Accounts,  the  Statistical  Bureau,  the 
Library,  the  Bureau  of  Pardons  and  Commissions,  the 
Passport  Bureau,  the  Bureau  of  Domestic  Records, 
the  translator,  the  examiner  of  claims,  and  the  tele¬ 
graph  operator.  As  these  functions  were  removed 
from  the  Chief  Clerk’s  supervision,  the  records 
documenting  the  functions  became  part  of  the  files  of 
the  individual  bureaus  assuming  the  functions.  Those 
records  concerning  the  general  administrative  policy 
of  the  Department  that  are  not  part  of  the  files  of  any 
particular  bureau-chiefly  circulars,  regulations,  and 
orders  issued  by  the  Secretary  and  by  the  Diplomatic 
and  Consular  Bureaus  as  well  as  reports  of  bureau 
officers-are  discussed  here. 

Circulars,  Regulations,  and  Orders 

59.80  The  administrative  orders,  instructions,  and 
regulations  affecting  the  organization  and  conduct  of 
the  work  of  the  Department  and  the  Foreign  Service 
have  been  issued  in  several  series.  Those  affecting 
two  or  more  Foreign  Service  posts  are  known  as 
circular  instructions  or,  more  popularly,  as  circulars. 
The  series  of  chronologically  arranged  circulars  of 
the  Department  of  State,  1797-1912  (7  vols.,  2  ft.), 
consists  of  printed,  processed,  and  manuscript  copies 
of  circulars  sent  by  the  Department  to  collectors  of 
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customs,  consular  and  commercial  agents,  diplomatic 
officers,  U.S.  marshals,  district  attorneys,  Territorial 
officials,  and  other  Federal  officers  as  well  as  to 
Governors  of  States  and  publishers  of  the  laws.  The 
circulars  set  forth  laws,  instructions,  regulations,  and 
procedures  relating  to  such  official  duties  as  the 
taking  of  the  census,  the  printing  of  the  laws,  the 
extradition  of  fugitives,  the  relief  of  seamen,  and 
other  duties  assigned  by  law  to  the  Department  and 
the  Foreign  Service.  Enclosures  to  the  circulars 
include  copies  of  laws,  Executive  orders.  Presidential 
proclamations,  blank  forms,  and  other  printed  and 
processed  matter.  Printed  and  manuscript  copies, 
chronologically  arranged,  constitute  the  set  of  circu¬ 
lars  to  consular  officers,  1854-1912  (19  vols.  and 
unbound  papers,  6  ft.).  Each  volume  has  a  subject 
index. 

Reports  of  Bureau  Officers 

59.81  The  State  Department  bureaus  whose 
reports  are  described  below  existed  for  various 
periods  of  time  between  1833  and  1911.  Before  1833 
the  administrative  operations  of  the  Department  had 
been  performed  by  clerks  under  the  direct  supervision 
of  the  Chief  Clerk.  In  1833  Secretary  of  State  Louis 
McLane  reorganized  the  clerks  into  six  bureaus,  the 
two  most  important  being  the  Diplomatic  and  Consul¬ 
ar  Bureaus.  The  next  major  reorganization  came  in 
1870,  when  Secretary  Hamilton  Fish  added  three  ad¬ 
ditional  bureaus.  In  1873  the  Bureau  of  Indexes  and 
Archives  was  created  to  index,  register,  and  maintain 
the  official  correspondence  of  the  Department.  The 
Bureau  of  Rolls  and  Library  was  established  in  the 
following  year  to  maintain  the  Department’s  manu¬ 
script  collections  and  to  operate  the  departmental 
library. 

59.82  Documents  relating  to  the  duties  of  both  the 
Bureau  of  Indexes  and  Archives  and  the  Bureau  of 
Rolls  and  Library  are  prominent  among  the  reports 
of  clerks  and  bureau  officers,  1790-1911  (12  vols., 
3  ft.),  which  are  arranged  in  rough  chronological 
order  within  each  volume.  Prepared  by  clerks  and 
officers  of  the  Department,  these  documents  relate  to 
such  matters  as  foreign  claims,  treaties,  the  activities 
of  international  commissions,  questions  of  internation¬ 
al  law,  legislation  for  the  Department  and  the  Foreign 
Service,  and  the  organization  of  the  Department. 
Many  of  the  documents  are  rough  drafts,  and  some 
are  neither  signed  nor  dated.  This  collection  of 
reports,  memorandums,  extracts  of  correspondence. 


and  informal  notes  has  been  reproduced  as  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publication  M800  (8  rolls). 
Documents  that  are  clearly  relevant  to  this  guide  are 
listed  below.  Page  citations  are  to  the  page  of  the 
volume  on  which  the  document  begins. 

Volume  1,  1806-32  (Roll  1): 

1.  1823  "Observations  on  the  claim  of  Russia 
to  Territorial  possessions  on  the  Continent  of  North 
America"  (including  extracts  of  correspondence),  p. 
211. 

Volume  3,  1852-59  (Roll  3): 

2.  Aug.  1853  "Important  papers  relative  to  the 
Mexican  boundary  in  chronological  order"  (a  list),  p. 
12. 

3.  Aug.  1853  "The  Mesilla  Valley"  (a  report 
dealing  with  the  boundary  of  southwestern  New 
Mexico),  p.  12. 

Volume  4,  1860-73  (Roll  4): 

4.  1868  Brief  summaries  of  claims  against 
Mexico,  both  allowed  and  disallowed  by  the  Claims 
Commission,  and  in  some  cases  the  reason  for  the 
opinion,  p.  939. 

5.  1870  "Memoranda  on  the  North  Western 
Boundary  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Garfield,  Chairman  of 
the  House  Committee  on  Appropriations,"  including 
a  historical  synopsis,  information  concerning  treaties, 
etc.,  p.  1045. 

Volume  5,  1874-88  (Roll  5): 

6.  Oct.  20,  1885  "Report  on  the  letters  from 
the  Governor  of  Texas,  dated  respectively,  September 
23d  and  29th  1885,  requesting  certified  copies  of  the 
work  of  the  Joint  Commissions  for  running  and  mark¬ 
ing  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  under  Article  IV,  of  the  Treaty  of  February 
22,  1819;  also,  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  under  Article  III,  of  the  Treaty  of  Limits  of 
January  12,  1828,"  p.  731. 

Volume  6,  1850-88  (Roll  5): 

7.  June  30,  1884  Draft  of  note  to  the  Mexican 
Legation  on  the  cattle  brought  by  Geronimo  from 
Mexico  and  held  at  the  San  Carlos  Reservation,  p. 
351. 

8.  Nov.  1,  1887  "The  Brigham-Zubia  difficul¬ 
ty  at  Paso  del  Norte,  Mexico,  August  30,  1887" 
(memorandum  concerning  efforts  of  Consul  Brigham 
and  Col.  F.J.  Cowart,  U.S.  Indian  Agent,  to  recover 
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horses  stolen  from  the  Mescalero  Reservation  and 
sold  to  Mexican  citizens),  p.  471. 

Volume  7,  1889-1906  (Roll  6): 

9.  Oct.  10,  1892  Memorandum  entitled 
"Negotiations  with  Mexico  concerning  the  irrigation 
of  arid  lands  on  and  near  the  Rio  Grande. "  (Attached 
are  the  following:  A  printed  copy  of  a  letter  dated 
Dec.  10,  1888,  from  Lt.  Col.  Anson  Mills  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  [p.  149];  House  Report  490,  51st 
Cong.,  1st  sess.,  "Irrigation  of  Arid  Lands-Interna- 
tional  Boundary —Mexican  Relations"  [p.  157];  and 
copies  of  related  documents,  including  correspon¬ 
dence  between  the  U.S.  and  Mexican  Governments 
concerning  irrigation  of  arid  lands  [p.  171].) 

Volume  8,  1882-94  (Roll  6): 

10.  Apr.  3,  1893  "Memorandum  on  the 
Exhibit  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  at  the  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition,"  p.  643. 

11.  Apr.  14,  1893  Report  on  preparations  for 
the  historical  exhibit  of  the  Department  of  State  at  the 
World’s  Columbian  Exposition,  p.  653. 

Volume  9,  1895-98  (Roll  7): 

12.  Sept.  18,  1895  Letter  on  the  use  of  the 
records  of  the  Mexican  Claims  Commission,  p.  69. 

13.  Jan.  25,  1896  "Memorandum  on  the 
Northern  Boundary  Between  the  United  States  and 
Canada,"  p.  241. 

14.  Jan.  25,  1896  Section  of  an  act  of  1869 
and  letter  of  1896  relating  to  Mexican  Claims  Com¬ 
mission  documents  on  file  with  the  Department  of 
State,  p.  249. 

15.  Oct.  22,  1896  "Memorandum:  Proposed 
Naturalization  of  an  Aztec  in  Texas.  Letter  of  T.M. 
Paschal,  Esquire,  October  13,  1896,"  p.  343. 

Volume  10,  1899-1911  (Roll  8): 

16.  Apr.  8,  1903  Letter  requesting  that  the 
State  Department  exhibit  old  documents  and  manu¬ 
scripts  at  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition,  p.  277. 

59.83  Reports  of  the  Diplomatic  Bureau, 
1863-91  (9  vols.  and  unbound  papers,  3  ft.),  concern 
such  questions  as  U.S.  claims  against  foreign  govern¬ 
ments,  claims  of  foreign  governments  against  the 
United  States,  protection  of  trademarks,  recognition 
of  consuls,  imprisonment  of  U.S.  citizens  in  foreign 
countries,  U.S.  participation  in  international  confer¬ 


ences,  and  administration  of  diplomatic  posts.  The 
reports  in  the  first  eight  volumes  are  arranged  chro¬ 
nologically,  1863-91.  The  ninth  volume  contains 
miscellaneous  reports,  also  for  1863-91,  arranged 
chronologically.  The  unbound  materials  include 
miscellaneous  unarranged  reports  dated  1863-71. 
Each  volume  contains  either  an  alphabetical  subject 
index  or  a  list  of  contents.  The  reports  are  contin¬ 
ued,  and  in  part  duplicated,  by  the  press  copies  of 
reports  of  the  Diplomatic  Bureau,  Dec.  17,  1879- 
June  30,  1899  (5  vols.,  5  in.),  which  also  include 
reports  concerning  the  expenses  of  various  commis¬ 
sions,  proposed  treaties,  and  matters  relating  to 
missions  and  missionaries. 

59.84  Reports  of  the  Consular  Bureau,  1886-89 
(5  vols.,  1  ft.),  are  arranged  chronologically  and 
concern  such  questions  as  charges  against  U.S. 
consuls,  the  protection  of  U.S.  citizens,  laws 
concerning  estates  of  U.S.  citizens,  questions  of 
nationality,  the  organization  of  the  Consular  Bureau, 
the  appointment  of  consular  officers,  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  consular  posts,  and  fiscal  matters.  Each 
volume  contains  a  subject  index.  These  reports  are 
duplicated  by  the  chronologically  arranged  press 
copies  of  reports  of  the  Consular  Bureau,  1880- 
1906  (7  vols.,  7  in.),  which  also  include  reports  of 
earlier  and  later  dates.  Each  volume  contains  a 
subject  index.  Unarranged  miscellaneous  unbound 
reports  of  the  Consular  Bureau,  June  1883-Oct. 
1890  (4  in.),  and  related  memorandums  cover 
consular  jurisdiction  and  consular  court  fees,  the 
opening  and  closing  of  consulates  and  consular 
agencies,  charges  against  consuls,  petitions  for 
pardon,  appointments  to  the  U.S.  consular  service, 
and  consular  accounts  and  claims. 

Miscellaneous  Administrative  Records 

59.85  These  records,  which  are  among  those 
relating  to  matters  not  associated  with  any  one  bureau 
or  office  of  the  Department,  concern  the  reception  of 
foreign  diplomats  in  the  United  States.  A  register  of 
foreign  diplomats  in  the  United  States,  1834-70  (4 
vols.,  8  in.),  created  in  compliance  with  an  1834 
order  of  Secretary  of  State  John  Forsyth,  shows  the 
rank  of  each  agent;  the  dates  of  his  credentials, 
arrival,  presentation,  and  departure;  and  the  dates  of 
correspondence  relating  to  these  subjects.  Also 
included  in  the  registers  are  lists  of  domestic  servants 
employed  by  the  foreign  diplomats.  Entries  in  each 
volume  are  arranged  by  country,  and  although  not 
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identified  by  country,  the  entries  for  agents  from  the 
Republic  of  Texas  are  in  volume  one  immediately 
preceding  the  section  for  Central  America.  Entries  in 
a  record  of  foreign  diplomats  in  the  United  States, 
1910-18  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  also  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  country  and  thereunder 
chronologically.  This  volume,  labeled  "Embassies 
and  Legations  in  the  United  States,"  contains  excerpts 
from  diplomatic  despatches  and  notes  concerning  the 
appointment,  departure,  or  transfer  of  foreign  minis¬ 
ters  and  ambassadors.  Chronologically  arranged 
memorandums  regarding  presentation  of  diplo¬ 
mats,  1910-14  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  document  the  dates  on 
which  foreign  diplomatic  officers  were  received  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 


Appointment  Records 

59.86  By  an  act  of  September  15,  1789,  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  designated  to  keep  the  Great 
Seal  of  die  United  States  and  was  required  to  prepare 
and  record  all  civil  commissions  of  U.S.  officials 
appointed  by  the  President  and  to  affix  the  seal  to 
such  documents.  Beginning  in  1874  these  responsi¬ 
bilities  were  gradually  transferred  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  State  to  the  executive  departments  that  had 
jurisdiction  over  the  appointees.  This  was  done  in 
the  case  of  postmasters  in  1874;  officers  of  die 
Interior  Department  in  1875;  judicial  officers,  includ¬ 
ing  U.S.  marshals  and  attorneys,  in  1888;  officers  of 
the  Treasury,  War,  Navy,  and  Agriculture  Depart¬ 
ments  in  1896;  and  officers  of  die  Post  Office  and 
Commerce  and  Labor  Departments  in  1905.  Records 
relating  to  the  Department  of  State’s  appointment  and 
commissioning  of  departmental  and  Foreign  Service 
personnel  and  other  Federal  officials  have  usually 
been  kept  by  the  departmental  unit  having  custody  of 
the  Great  Seal.  The  main  series  of  records  concern¬ 
ing  appointments  are  discussed  below.  Related 
records  are  also  found  among  the  diplomatic  and 
consular  instructions  (59.40  and  59.63),  the  diplomat¬ 
ic  and  consular  despatches  (59.43  and  59.66),  die 
domestic  and  miscellaneous  letters  (59.24  and  59.21), 
and  in  the  budget  and  accounting  records  of  the 
Department  (59. 155-59. 166).  Records  relating  to  die 
appointment  of  publishers  of  the  laws  are  described 
in  entry  59.35. 


Applications  and  Recommendations  for  Office 

59.87  Letters  received  by  the  Department  of  State 
from  applicants  for  positions  in  the  Government  and 
from  persons  recommending  them  constitute  the 
applications  and  recommendations  for  public 
office,  1797-1901  (350  ft.).  These  records  are  ar¬ 
ranged  in  chronological  periods,  roughly  by  Presiden¬ 
tial  administrations,  as  follows:  1797-1801,  1801-9, 
1809-17,  1817-25,  1825-29,  1829-36,  1836-45, 
1845-53,  1853-61,  1861-69,  1869-77,  1877-85, 
1885-93,  1893-97,  and  1897-1901.  The  applications 
and  recommendations  for  each  chronological  segment 
are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  applicant  or 
person  recommended.  The  same  arrangement  pattern 
is  applied  to  a  name  index  to  applications  and 
recommendations,  1797-1877  (25  ft.),  compiled  on 
3-  by  5-inch  cards. 

59.88  The  letters  of  application  and  recommenda¬ 
tion  reflect  the  geographic  growth  of  the  nation,  the 
expansion  of  government  activity,  and  contemporary 
concepts  of  qualifications  for  government  service. 
Many  of  these  letters  are  from  or  about  prominent 
persons  and  thus  have  unique  biographical  value. 
The  letters  through  1877  have  been  published  by  the 
National  Archives  as  a  series  of  microfilm  publica¬ 
tions.  The  list  below  shows  the  number  of  each 
publication,  the  Presidential  administrations  and  time 
periods  covered,  and  the  number  of  rolls. 

1.  M406  John  Adams,  1797-1801  3  rolls 

2.  M418  Thomas  Jefferson,  1801-9  12  rolls 

3.  M438  James  Madison,  1809-17  8  rolls 

4.  M439  James  Monroe,  1817-25  19  rolls 

5.  M531  John  Quincy  Adams,  1825-29  8 
rolls 

6.  M639  Andrew  Jackson,  1829-37  27  rolls 

7.  M687  Martin  Van  Buren,  William  Henry 
Harrison,  and  John  Tyler,  1837-45  35  rolls 

8.  M873  James  Polk,  Zachary  Taylor,  and 
Millard  Fillmore,  1845-53  98  rolls 
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9.  M967  Franklin  Pierce  and  James 
Buchanan,  1853-61  50  rolls 

10.  M650  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Andrew 
Johnson,  1861-69  52  rolls 

11.  M968  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  1869-77  69  rolls 

Similar  records  for  George  Washington’s  presidency 
are  in  the  custody  of  the  Manuscript  Division  of  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

59.89  Registers  were  used  to  record  the  applica¬ 
tions.  The  registers  of  applications  for  appoint¬ 
ment  to  miscellaneous  Federal  offices,  1813-23  and 
1834-89  (4  vols.,  9  in.),  cover  applications  for 
appointment  to  such  Federal  offices  as  consul,  com¬ 
mercial  agent,  Navy  agent,  collector  of  customs, 
clerk  in  the  Department  of  State,  district  judge, 
district  attorney,  Territorial  register,  and  Territorial 
receiver  of  public  moneys.  Each  entry  shows  the 
name  of  the  applicant,  the  position  desired,  and  the 
name  or  names  of  persons  recommending  the  appli¬ 
cant.  Entries  in  the  volume  for  1813-23  are  arranged 
chronologically,  but  an  index  is  provided  at  the 
beginning  of  the  volume;  the  remaining  volumes  are 
divided  into  alphabetical  sections, with  the  entries  in 
each  section  arranged  chronologically.  The  registers 
of  applications  for  appointment  to  the  diplomatic 
and  consular  services,  1841-1896  (10  vols.,  2  ft.), 
show  the  name  of  each  applicant,  the  position  applied 
for,  the  location  of  the  post,  and  the  name  or  names 
of  the  persons  recommending  the  applicant.  The 
entries  in  some  of  these  registers  are  arranged  chro¬ 
nologically,  in  some  alphabetically  by  name  of  post, 
and  in  some  alphabetically  by  name  of  applicant;  in 
one  volume,  entries  are  arranged  alphabetically  by 
State  of  applicant’s  residence.  Applications  that  the 
Department  received  and  referred  to  other  Govern¬ 
ment  agencies  for  action  are  recorded  in  a  register  of 
applications  referred  to  other  agencies,  1869-89  (1 
vol,  1  in.).  These  entries  are  arranged  alphabetically 
by  name  of  applicant  and  show  the  date  and  nature  of 
the  application,  the  nature  of  recommendations 
received,  any  protests  against  the  appointment,  and 
the  agency  to  which  the  application  was  referred. 

59.90  In  1901  the  Department  began  compiling 
case  files  for  persons  covered  by  applications  and 
recommendations  for  appointment  to  the  consular 
and  diplomatic  services,  1901-24  (120  ft.).  The 
folders  contain  letters  of  application  and  recommenda¬ 


tion,  birth  certificates,  statements  of  personal  history, 
notices  of  examination,  newspaper  clippings,  photo¬ 
graphs,  and  other  pertinent  papers. 

Resignations  and  Declinations 

59.91  Not  everyone  who  was  offered  an  appoint¬ 
ment  accepted  it,  and  still  others  resigned  their 
positions  before  their  terms  were  completed.  Letters 
of  resignation  and  declination  of  Federal  office, 
1789-1895,  1904,  and  1974  (2  ft.),  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  writer.  Also  arranged 
alphabetically  is  a  name  index  to  resignations  and 
declinations,  1789-1904  (1  ft.),  compiled  on  5-  by 
8-inch  cards.  Approximately  160  of  the  letters  cover¬ 
ing  the  period  1789-1827  are  published  as  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publication  T730  (1  roll). 

Nominations,  Acceptances,  and  Orders  for 

Commissions 

59.92  Senate  confirmations  and  rejections  of 
Presidential  nominations,  1794-1979  (17  ft.),  are 
arranged  chronologically.  This  series  consists  of 
copies  of  Senate  resolutions  giving  consent  to  or 
rejecting  nominations  for  attorneys,  diplomatic  and 
consular  officers,  justices  of  the  peace,  registers  of 
the  Treasury,  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  die  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  circuit 
judges,  the  Coiner  of  die  Mint,  Civil  Service  Com¬ 
missioners,  heads  of  Government  departments,  and 
other  Federal  officers.  The  nominations  were  record¬ 
ed  in  chronological  order  in  registers  of  nominations 
to  miscellaneous  Federal  office,  1833-1960  (7  vols, 
16  in.).  The  information  contained  in  the  entries 
varies  somewhat  from  volume  to  volume,  but  all 
include  date  of  nomination,  name  of  nominee,  office 
to  which  nominated,  and  remarks  on  the  positions  in 
question.  Included  are  nominations  to  Cabinet  and 
sub-Cabinet  posts,  diplomatic  and  consular  posts, 
various  positions  in  U.S.  Territories  and  dependen¬ 
cies,  and  positions  on  international  and  Presidential 
commissions. 

59.93  Letters  from  Federal  appointees  notifying 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  their  acceptance  of  commis¬ 
sions  in  die  Government  service  were  combined  with 
copies  of  the  Secretary’s  orders  to  prepare  their 
commissions  to  form  die  series  of  acceptances  and 
orders  for  commissions,  1789-1893  (5  ft.).  The 
records  are  grouped  in  the  following  chronological 
segments:  1789-1812,  1813-20,  1821-28,  1829-36, 
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1837-44,  1845-52,  1853-60,  1861-68,  1869-77, 
1877-85,  and  1885-93;  within  each  segment  the 
records  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
appointee.  The  records  for  the  period  1789-1828  are 
published  as  National  Archives  Microfilm  Publication 
T645  (2  rolls). 

Commissions 

59.94  Listed  below  with  a  minimum  of  descrip¬ 
tion  are  copies  of  commissions  issued  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  upon  instructions  from  the  President  or 
copies  of  commissions  issued  upon  instructions  of  the 
Secretary.  Those  issued  by  the  Secretary  are  usually 
for  appointment  to  minor  positions  in  the  Department 
of  State  or  the  Foreign  Service.  The  term  "tempo¬ 
rary  commission"  generally  denotes  a  commission 
issued  to  a  Presidential  appointee  prior  to  consent  of 
the  Senate.  After  the  Senate  had  confirmed  an 
appointment,  a  permanent  commission  was  usually 
issued.  Most  of  the  series  titles  are  self-explanatory. 
Unless  otherwise  noted,  each  volume  includes  an 
alphabetical  index  to  the  commissions,  which  are 
arranged  chronologically. 

1.  Temporary  Presidential  Commissions, 
1789-1909  (2  vols.,  4  in.).  Included  are  copies  of 
commissions  forjudges,  marshals,  attorneys,  survey¬ 
ors,  commissioners  for  Indian  treaties,  and  other 
Federal  officers. 

2.  Manuscript  Commissions  for  State  De¬ 
partment  Employees,  1848-1941  (12  vols.,  2  ft.). 
Included  are  commissions,  prior  to  1911,  for  persons 
appointed  to  international  commissions,  congresses, 
conferences,  and  exhibitions. 

3.  Commissions  of  Diplomatic  Officers, 
1861-1924  (5  vols.,  1  ft.). 

4.  Permanent  and  Temporary  Consular 
Commissions,  1790-1829  (1  vol.,  2  in.). 

5.  Permanent  Consular  Commissions,  1803- 
1910  (12  vols.,  3  ft.). 

6.  Temporary  Consular  Commissions,  1829- 
1910  (6  vols.,  1  ft.). 

7.  Commissions  of  Principal  Consular 
Officers,  1911-24  (3  vols.,  6  in.). 

8.  Commissions  of  Subordinate  Consular 
Officers,  1857-1958  (24  vols.,  5  ft.).  Issued  to  vice 
consuls,  commercial  and  consular  agents,  and  inter¬ 
preters,  each  commission  gives  the  date  of  appoint¬ 
ment,  the  post  to  which  the  officer  was  appointed,  his 
State  of  residence,  and  the  title  of  his  office. 


9.  Surveyor  Commissions,  Jan.  1838-Apr. 
1854  (1  vol.,  3  in.).  Each  commission  shows  the 
place  of  service,  date  of  appointment,  and  term  of 
office. 

10.  Commissions  of  Federal  Judges,  1837-88 
(3  vols.,  6  in.).  Covered  are  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  judges  of  district  and  supreme  courts  of  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States. 

11.  Permanent  Marshals’  Commissions,  Jan. 
3,  1825nJuly  18,  1888  (4  vols.,  8  in.)  and  Tempo¬ 
rary  Marshals’  Commissions,  Apr.  20,  1829-Nov. 
30,  1887  (2  vols.,  5  in.),  cover  commissions  issued 
to  U.S.  marshals. 

12.  Permanent  Attorneys’  Commissions, 
1825-88  (4  vols.,  5  in.)  and  Temporary  Attorneys’ 
Commissions,  1829-87  (2  vols.,  3  in.),  cover  com¬ 
missions  issued  to  U.S.  district  attorneys. 

13.  Commissions  of  Notaries  Public,  1878-88 
(1  vol.,  3  in.). 

14.  Permanent  Commissions  of  Deputy  Post¬ 
masters,  1836-74  (11  vols.,  3  ft.),  identify  the  post 
office  and  the  date  and  term  of  the  appointment. 
Temporary  Commissions  of  Deputy  Postmasters, 
1836-74  (11  vols.,  3  ft.),  cover  appointments  for 
service  at  the  pleasure  of  the  President  and  not  to 
exceed  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Senate. 

Lists  and  Record  Cards 

59.95  An  alphabetically  arranged  card  record  of 
appointments  made  from  1776  to  1960  (54  ft.), 
compiled  on  4-  by  6-inch  cards,  covers  persons 
appointed  and  commissioned  under  seal  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  State.  Each  card  shows  the  name  of  the 
appointee,  the  date  of  appointment,  the  type  of  posi¬ 
tion,  and  in  the  case  of  Foreign  Service  Officers,  the 
post  to  which  he  was  appointed.  Included  are  cards 
for  persons  appointed  as  officers  and  clerks  in  the 
Department  of  State  and  Foreign  Service;  as  members 
of  international  conferences  and  commissions;  and  as 
U.S.  marshals,  deputy  postmasters,  collectors  of 
customs,  and  census  enumerators.  Also  alphabetical¬ 
ly  arranged  by  surname  are  service  record  cards, 
1890-1939  (96  ft.),  that  cover  both  Civil  Service  and 
Foreign  Service  personnel  and  provide  a  record  of 
each  employee’s  service  with  the  Department.  These 
record  cards  include  date  of  birth,  appointment  date, 
posts  applied  for,  assignment  and  promotion  history, 
pay  changes,  diplomatic  titles,  language  capabilities, 
qualifications  and  experience,  separation  date,  en¬ 
dorsements,  and  other  remarks. 
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59.96  Lists  of  diplomatic  officers  appointed, 
1785-1909  (2  vols.,  1  in.),  for  duty  atU.S.  embassies 
and  legations  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
country  and  thereunder  chronologically  by  date  of 
appointment.  Shown  for  Great  Britain  (Canada)  and 
Mexico  is  such  information  as  the  name  and  title  of 
each  officer,  the  post  to  which  each  was  appointed, 
dates  of  appointment  and  confirmation.  State  of 
residence,  place  of  birth,  and  manner  of  separation 
from  office.  The  volumes  overlap  chronologically; 
unfortunately,  the  volume  for  1785-1876,  which 
covers  the  lifetime  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  is 
incomplete,  including  entries  for  the  countries  from 
Argentina  through  Haiti  only.  The  second  volume 
includes  entries  for  all  countries  for  the  years  1853- 
1909.  Listings  for  Great  Britain  appear  in  both 
volumes.  Lists  of  U.S.  diplomatic  officers  by 
country,  1789-1939  (3  vols.,  9  in.),  show  for  each 
diplomatic  post  the  appointee’s  title  or  grade,  resi¬ 
dence  when  appointed,  date  of  appointment,  and 
occasionally  date  of  death,  retirement,  termination  of 
service,  or  transfer  to  another  post.  The  lists  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  country,  there¬ 
under  by  class  of  officer,  and  thereunder 
chronologically  by  date  of  appointment.  These  lists 
are  available  as  National  Archives  Microfilm  Publica¬ 
tion  M586  (3  rolls).  Roll  3  contains  a  single-page 
listing  officers  assigned  to  the  Republic  of  Texas; 
listings  for  Great  Britain  and  Mexico  are  on  Roll  2. 

59.97  Entries  in  lists  of  U.S.  consular  officers 

by  post,  1789-1939  (21  vols.,  5  ft),  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  consular  post,  thereunder 
by  class  of  consular  officer,  and  thereunder  chrono¬ 
logically  by  date  of  appointment.  The  forms  used  to 
record  the  data  for  each  post  provide  for  the  appoin¬ 
tee’s  name,  title  or  grade,  nationality,  place  of  birth, 
residence  when  appointed,  date  of  appointment,  and 
occasionally  date  of  death,  termination  of  service, 
retirement,  or  transfer  to  another  post.  The  lists  are 
available  as  National  Archives  Microfilm  Publication 
M587  (21  rolls).  In  addition  to  listings  for  posts  in 
Mexico  and  Canada,  listings  for  the  following  posts 
located  in  the  Republic  of  Texas  and/or  Mexico  are 
available:  Brazoria  (roll  4),  Galliod  [sic]  and 

Galveston  (roll  7),  Matagorda  (roll  12),  Sabine  (roll 
16),  San  Antonio  (roll  17),  and  Velasco  (roll  20). 
Listings  for  New  Orleans,  LA  (roll  13),  San 
Francisco,  CA  (roll  17),  and  Santa  Fe,  NM  (roll  17) 
are  also  included. 

59.98  Information  about  appointees  similar  to  that 
provided  by  the  lists  of  consular  officers  is  found  in 


three  additional  lists  of  consular  officials.  Entries  in 
a  list  of  consuls  and  commercial  agents,  1797-1909 
(2  vols.,  4  in.),  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name 
of  country,  thereunder  randomly  by  location  of 
consulate,  and  thereunder  chronologically.  Both 
volumes  contain  alphabetical  indexes  to  countries  and 
to  consulates.  Although  the  first  volume  covers  the 
period  1797-1881,  most  of  the  entries  are  for  the 
years  following  1850.  Entries  in  a  list  of  vice 
consuls  and  consular  agents,  1869-1908  (1  vol.,  3 
in.),  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  post  and 
thereunder  chronologically,  while  those  in  a  list  of 
consuls  general,  consuls,  commercial  agents,  and 
consular  clerks,  1875-77  (1  vol.,  1/2  in.),  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  State  or  Territory 
of  the  appointee’s  residence. 

59.99  Entries  in  the  lists  of  miscellaneous  Feder¬ 
al  officers,  1789-1912  (4  vols.,  9  in.),  are  arranged 
under  the  name  of  office  and  thereunder  chronologi¬ 
cally  by  date  of  appointment,  except  for  one  volume 
in  which  the  entries  are  arranged  by  name  of  office 
and  thereunder  alphabetically.  Among  the  persons 
listed  are  appointees  to  various  Federal  offices 
including  Cabinet  and  sub-Cabinet  positions.  Judicial 
appointments  include  those  of  Chief  Justices  and 
Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States;  judges  of  the  U.S.  Court  of  Claims;  judges  of 
district  and  circuit  courts;  judges  and  arbitrators 
under  various  treaties  and  acts;  and  U.S.  attorneys 
and  marshals.  Also  included  are  lists  of  appointments 
of  members  of  many  U.S.  commissions;  superinten¬ 
dents  of  Indian  affairs;  Governors  and  secretaries  of 
Territories;  and  recorders  of  land  titles  and  surveyors 
general  of  public  lands.  The  typical  entry  in  these 
lists  shows  the  residence  of  the  appointee,  the  city 
and  State  where  he  was  to  work,  and  the  date  of  his 
commission.  Included  are  alphabetical  indexes  by 
name  of  office. 

59.100  Two  additional  lists  of  miscellaneous 
officers  covering  briefer  periods  of  time  also  are 
available.  Entries  in  the  list  of  miscellaneous  offi¬ 
cers,  1829-54  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  are  arranged  randomly 
by  office  and  thereunder  chronologically  by  date  of 
appointment.  Among  the  offices  covered  by  this  list 
are  justices  of  the  peace,  Governors  and  secretaries  of 
the  Territories,  surveyors,  officers  of  the  Mint, 
officers  of  the  Treasury,  Attorneys  General,  Commis¬ 
sioners  of  Indian  Affairs,  Indian  agents,  and  receivers 
of  public  moneys.  Entries  in  the  list  of  miscella¬ 
neous  officers,  1853-66  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  appointee.  Listed  are 
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persons  appointed  as  marshals,  attorneys,  justices  of 
the  peace,  auditors,  consuls,  ministers.  Assistant 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  other  Federal  officers.  Each 
entry  shows  the  appointee’s  name,  the  office  to  which 
he  was  appointed,  his  State  of  residence,  and  the 
dates  of  his  appointment  and  confirmation. 

59.101  A  list  of  Foreign  Service  officers, 
attorneys,  marshals,  judges,  and  others  appointed 
to  public  office,  1834-40  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  shows  name 
of  appointee,  name  of  person  replaced,  date  of 
appointment  or  nomination,  type  of  appointment 
(regular  or  recess),  and  specific  office.  Some  entries 
contain  information  regarding  the  rejection  or  return 
of  a  commission.  The  entries  are  arranged  alphabeti¬ 
cally  by  name  of  appointee  as  are  those  in  separate 
lists  of  district  attorneys  and  judges.  The  list  of  U.S. 
district  attorneys,  1789-1887  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  shows 
the  name  of  each  appointee,  the  date  of  appointment 
or  confirmation,  and  the  district  to  which  he  was 
appointed.  The  list  of  Federal  judges,  1789-1888  (1 
vol.,  2  in.),  covers  Chief  Justices  and  Associate 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  as  well  as  judges  of 
district  and  circuit  courts.  Entries  show  the  name  of 
each  appointee,  the  position  to  which  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed,  and  the  date  of  confirmation  of  the  appointment. 
Also  among  the  records  is  a  list  of  judges,  marshals, 
and  attorneys,  1878-88  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  by  State,  that 
was  published  by  the  Department  of  Justice  in  1878. 
The  entries,  which  were  hand-corrected  to  July  1880, 
show  each  official’s  name,  address,  and  date  of 
commission.  Included  are  the  names  of  the  clerks  of 
district  and  circuit  courts. 

Oaths  of  Office 

59.102  The  oaths  of  office  of  State  Department 
personnel,  1880-1932  (10  in.),  are  arranged  chrono¬ 
logically  in  two  segments  covering  the  same  time- 
span.  Access  is  facilitated  by  the  corresponding 
chronological  segment  of  the  index  to  oaths  of  State 
Department  personnel,  1861-1924  (4  vols.,  4  in.). 
The  entries  in  each  volume  are  arranged  alphabetical¬ 
ly  by  name  of  appointee  and  show  the  name  of  the 
person  taking  the  oath,  the  title  of  his  position,  the 
location  of  his  office,  and  the  dates  the  oath  was  sent 
and  taken.  The  first  volume  covers  the  period 
1861-93;  the  second,  1894-1914.  The  oaths  taken  by 
miscellaneous  Presidential  appointees,  excluding  those 
of  State  Department  personnel  for  the  period  1799- 
1932,  constitute  the  oaths  of  office  of  miscellaneous 
Federal  appointees,  1799-1976  (27  ft.).  These 


documents  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
appointee  for  the  years  1799-1860.  Beginning  in 
1861  the  oaths  are  arranged  by  year  and  thereunder 
alphabetically  by  surname  of  appointee. 

Orders  of  Suspension 

59.103  Several  series  of  records  document  the 
suspension  from  duty  of  attorneys,  marshals,  and 
other  Federal  officers.  Entries  in  the  bound  series 
are  arranged  chronologically,  and  alphabetical  name 
indexes  are  included  in  each  volume.  Copies  of 
Presidential  orders  of  suspension  of  miscellaneous 
Federal  officers,  May  1869-Dec.  1886  (1  vol.,  3 
in.),  concern  office  attorneys,  deputy  postmasters, 
marshals,  assayers,  and  other  Government  officers 
except  those  in  the  Foreign  Service.  Copies  of 
Presidential  orders  of  suspension  of  Foreign  Service 
officers,  May  1869-Mar.  1887  (1  vol.,  3  in.),  also 
designate  the  successors  to  the  suspended  officers. 
Copies  of  letters  sent  by  the  President  to  attorneys, 
marshals,  postmasters,  Foreign  Service  officers,  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  other  Federal 
officials  constitute  the  letters  of  suspension  of 
miscellaneous  Federal  officers,  May  1869-May 
1887  (2  vols.,  3  in.).  Unbound  letters  of  suspension 
of  consular  officers,  May  1869-July  1885  (1/2  in.), 
are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  person  sus¬ 
pended  and  include  some  letters  of  suspension  for 
U.S.  marshals,  ministers  resident,  a  U.S.  attorney, 
and  the  melter  and  refiner  of  the  U.S.  Mint  at  Carson 
City,  NV.  An  alphabetical  list  is  filed  with  the 
letters. 

Miscellaneous  Appointment  Records 

59.104  Beginnings  and  endings  are  commem¬ 
orated  in  two  series  of  records  discussed  here. 
Entries  in  a  register  of  birthplaces  of  appointees  to 
public  office,  1830-94  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  appointee.  Also  arranged 
alphabetically,  by  name  of  officer,  are  the  obituary 
notices  (clipped  from  newspapers),  memorandums, 
and  copies  of  letters  regarding  former  officers  in  the 
U.S.  consular  and  diplomatic  service  who  died  during 
the  years  1899-1904,  constituting  the  biographical 
data  on  consular  and  diplomatic  officers, 
1899-1904  (3  in.). 

59.105  Records  relating  to  appointments  to 
international  conferences,  commissions,  and 
boards,  1880-1939  (18  in.),  are  arranged  randomly 
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by  conference,  commission,  exposition,  or  board. 
Among  these  records  are  personal  history  statements; 
letters  of  appointment;  abstracts  of  service;  reports; 
lists  of  appointees;  and  memorandums  relating  to  the 
appointment,  leave,  and  pay  of  the  appointees. 
Included  are  documents  relating  to  the  World’s 
Industrial  and  Cotton  Centennial  Exposition  (New 
Orleans,  1884);  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition 
(Chicago,  1893);  the  privately  administered  Trans- 
Mississippi  and  International  Exposition  (Omaha, 
1898);  and  the  Special  Claims  Commission,  United 
States  and  Mexico,  ca.  1923. 

59.106  Records  concerning  civilian  appointments 
to  the  Mississippi  River  Commission  established  in 
1874  are  found  in  miscellaneous  records  relating  to 
appointments,  1790-97  and  1805-93  (3  in.).  The 
Commission,  composed  of  civil  and  military  engi¬ 
neers,  was  to  develop  a  plan  for  the  reclamation  of 
the  alluvial  basin  of  the  Mississippi  that  would  ensure 
the  permanent  use  of  the  river  for  commercial 
purposes.  Also  in  this  series  are  letters  relating  to 
appointments,  nominations,  and  commissions;  copies 
of  some  commissions;  and  miscellaneous  records. 


Records  on  Authentication  of  Documents 

59.107  The  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  September 
15,  1789,  which  provided  for  the  safekeeping  of  the 
acts,  records,  and  seal  of  the  United  States,  required 
the  payment  of  specified  fees  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  producing  and  authenticating  copies  of  records. 
In  connection  with  its  function  of  certifying 
documents,  the  Department  assembled  impressions  of 
the  seals  of  States,  Territories,  and  foreign 
governments  so  that  it  might  compare  them  with  seals 
on  the  documents  it  certified.  The  impressions  of 
seals  of  States  and  Territories,  1833-1937  (6  in.), 
correspondence  concerning  them,  and  correspondence 
concerning  signatures  of  Governors  and  secretaries, 
are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  State  or  U.S. 
Territory.  Included  are  the  States  of  California, 
Iowa,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Missouri,  and  Texas  and 
the  following  territories:  Arkansas,  Minnesota, 
Dakota,  Nebraska,  Oregon,  Utah,  and  Washington. 

Records  Relating  to  the  U.S.  Census 

59.108  In  1790  the  President  assigned  to  the 
Department  of  State  the  responsibility  of  printing  the 


census  returns  for  the  first  census  of  the  United 
States;  subsequent  legislation  gave  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  full  responsibility  for  the  1820,  1830,  and  1840 
censuses.  An  act  of  May  23,  1850,  transferred  the 
duty  of  taking  the  census  to  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  and  most  of  the  census  records,  such  as  the 
schedules,  were  transferred  to  that  Department.  Those 
records  are  now  part  of  Record  Group  29,  Records  of 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  Still  among  the  records  of 
the  State  Department,  however,  are  several  small 
series  of  records  that  were  separated  from  the  main 
body  of  the  Department’s  correspondence.  Included 
are  a  compendium  of  the  Sixth  Census  of  the 
United  States,  1841  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  and  a  printed 
tabular  statement  of  the  Eighth  Census  (1860)  on 
population  and  tonnage  and  construction  of  ships, 
1861  (negligible).  The  compendium  is  a  printed  copy 
of  the  Sixth  Census  or  Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  as  Corrected  at  the  Department 
of  State.  The  statement  shows  the  population  of  the 
United  States  and  its  Territories  in  1860  and  gives, 
for  the  years  ending  June  30,  1859,  and  June  30, 
1860,  a  statement  of  the  tonnage  of  sail  and  steam 
vessels  that  were  constructed  in  each  State  and 
Territory. 

Death  Notices  of  U.S.  Citizens 

59.109  From  a  very  early  date,  at  least  since 
1835,  one  of  the  duties  of  consular  officers  has  been 
to  report  to  the  Department  of  State  the  names  of 
U.S.  citizens  who  die  within  their  consular  districts. 
The  Department  of  State  then  forwards  a  notice  of 
death  to  a  newspaper  in  the  State  in  which  the  de¬ 
ceased  had  resided.  A  record  of  death  notices  of 
U.S.  citizens  abroad,  1835-55  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  sent  by 
the  Department  to  U.S.  newspapers  for  publication, 
shows  in  each  case  the  name  of  the  newspaper,  the 
name  of  deceased,  the  date,  and  the  amount  of 
payment  for  publication.  Entries  in  the  volume  are 
arranged  chronologically.  Also  arranged  chronologi¬ 
cally  are  copies  of  form  notices  of  deaths  of  U.S. 
citizens  abroad,  1857-1922  (34  vols.,  5  ft.).  Each 
notice  contains  the  name  of  the  deceased,  the  place 
and  date  of  death,  the  consul  and  consulate  reporting 
the  death,  and  the  number  and  date  of  the  despatch  in 
which  the  death  was  reported.  Each  volume,  except 
that  for  1865  and  1866  (which  has  a  separate  index 
volume),  contains  its  own  alphabetical  index  by  name 
of  deceased. 
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Treaty  Drafts  and  Related  Records 

59.110  Original  perfected  and  unperfected  U.S. 
treaties  are  in  Record  Group  11,  General  Records  of 
the  U.S.  Government;  a  table  identifying  pertinent 
foreign  treaties  and  the  place  of  their  negotiation 
accompanies  the  guide  chapter  for  that  record  group. 
Records  concerning  the  actual  negotiation  of  the 
treaties,  however,  are  among  the  general  records  of 
the  State  Department.  Most  of  the  records  of  the 
Department  relating  to  the  negotiation  of  treaties  with 
foreign  governments  before  1906  are  distributed  as 
follows: 

If  a  treaty  was  negotiated  in  a  foreign  country, 
records  concerning  it  are  among  the  instruc¬ 
tions  to  and  despatches  from  the  U.S.  Minister 
to  that  country  (59.40  and  59.43). 

If  the  treaty  was  negotiated  in  Washington, 
records  concerning  it  are  among  the  notes  to 
and  from  foreign  missions  in  the  United  States 
(59.46  and  59.50). 

If  the  treaty  was  negotiated  by  a  specially 
commissioned  agent,  the  pertinent  records  are 
among  instructions  to  special  missions  and 
despatches  from  special  agents  (59.54  and 
59.56). 

Most  of  the  records  relating  to  the  negotiation  of 
treaties  with  foreign  governments  after  1906  are 
among  the  numerical  and  decimal  files  (59.72  and 
59.76).  For  more  than  a  century,  formal  treaties 
were  also  negotiated  with  Indian  tribes.  This  practice 
was  begun  by  Great  Britain  and  the  colonial  govern¬ 
ments,  was  adopted  by  the  Continental  Congress  and 
the  Federal  Government,  and  was  continued  until 
1871.  The  perfected  and  unperfected  Indian  treaties 
are  in  Record  Group  11.  A  few  of  the  records 
discussed  here  relate  to  Indian  treaties,  as  do  other 
records  described  in  this  chapter,  notably  the  miscel¬ 
laneous  letters  (59.21).  Most  records  that  concern 
negotiations  with  Indian  tribes,  however,  are  in 
Records  of  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Interior  (RG 
48)  and  Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (RG 
75).  A  finding  aid  that  identifies  records  concerning 
Indian  treaties  in  both  of  those  record  groups  is  List 
of  Documents  Concerning  the  Negotiation  of  Ratified 
Indian  Treaties,  1801-1869  (Special  List  No.  6, 
1949),  compiled  by  John  H.  Martin. 


59.111  A  few  series  of  treaty-related  records, 
possibly  accumulated  for  their  informational  content, 
were  kept  separate  from  the  principal  series  of 
records  referred  to  above.  Included  are  chronologi¬ 
cally  arranged  transcripts  of  Presidential  proclama¬ 
tion  of  treaties,  1818-32  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  with  Indian 
tribes  and  foreign  governments;  drafts  of  treaties 
negotiated  in  Washington,  DC,  1852-82  (9  vols.  and 
unbound  papers),  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
country  and  indexed;  and  miscellaneous  records 
concerning  reciprocity  negotiations,  1848-54, 
1884-85,  1891,  and  1892  (2  vols.,  5  in.),  with 
Canada  and  other  several  other  counties,  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  country.  The  latter  volume 
includes  memorandums,  drafts  of  reciprocity  treaties, 
schedules  of  exports  and  imports,  copies  of  despatch¬ 
es  from  U.S.  consuls,  and  copies  of  notes  to  and 
from  foreign  missions. 

Records  on  the  Publication  of  the  Register 
and  the  Biennial  Register 

59.112  By  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress  of  April 
27,  1816,  the  Department  of  State  was  required  every 
two  years  to  compile  a  register  of  the  names  of  all 
U.S.  civil,  military,  and  naval  officers  and  agents,  to 
have  the  register  printed,  and  to  distribute  it  to  the 
higher  officials  of  the  Government.  A  joint  resolu¬ 
tion  of  July  14,  1832,  required  that  the  Register  (later 
Biennial  Register)  should  also  include  a  list  of  print¬ 
ers  of  the  U.S.  laws;  a  list  of  printers  employed  by 
the  Government;  and  certain  information  regarding 
the  postal  service,  die  Navy,  and  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  its  branches.  The  State  Department 
was  responsible  for  assembling  and  publishing  this 
information,  which  it  obtained  from  the  agencies  and 
departments  of  the  Government.  In  1849  distribution 
of  the  Register  was  enlarged  to  include  State  librar¬ 
ies.  An  appropriation  act  of  February  20,  1861, 
transferred  responsibility  for  compiling  and  publishing 
the  Register  to  the  Department  of  die  Interior. 
Besides  die  records  discussed  below,  records  relating 
to  die  Biennial  Register  are  among  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment’s  accounting  records  (59.162  and  59.163)  and 
in  the  series  of  domestic  and  miscellaneous  letters 
(59.24  and  59.21). 

59.113  Letters  received  by  die  Department  for 
U.S.  attorneys  and  marshals  reporting  their  birth 
dates,  offices,  and  places  of  residence  constitute  the 
letters  received  giving  information  for  the  Register, 
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Sept.  14-Dec.  13,  1819  (1/2  in.).  The  letters,  which 
were  submitted  in  response  to  the  Department’s 
circular  of  August  14,  1819,  requesting  the  informa¬ 
tion,  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  marshals’  dis¬ 
tricts.  Some  of  the  chronologically  arranged  letters 
from  Government  departments  regarding  the 
Register,  1853  (1/2  in.),  transmit  lists  of  officials  for 
inclusion  in  the  publication. 

RECORDS  RELATING  TO  SPECIAL  SUBJECTS 
AND  TO  INDIVIDUALS 

59.114  Discussed  in  this  section  are  records 
relating  to  special  subjects  or  events;  these  records 
were  segregated  from  the  central  files  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  or  were  maintained  by  separate  offices  or 
missions  established  to  carry  out  special  assignments. 
Generally  speaking,  the  records  covering  these  sub¬ 
jects  or  events  are  arranged  in  rough  chronological 
order  according  to  the  earliest  date  of  the  records  for 
each  subject  or  event. 

Records  on  Privateers  and  Pirates,  1813-15 

59.115  Among  the  papers  concerning  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  pirates  and  privateers,  1813-35,  that  the 
Department  of  State  received  from  various  sources 
are  some  that  relate  somewhat  tangentially  to  New 
Orleans,  LA.  Records  relating  to  the  capture  of 
pirates  off  Cuba,  1823  (1/2  in.),  by  Capt.  Stephen 
Capin  of  the  U.S.S.  Peacock ,  include  a  copy  of 
Capin’s  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and 
copies  of  Capin’s  orders  to  officers  of  his  command 
to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  with  the  captured  vessels. 
Also  included  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  die  U.S.  Vice 
Commercial  Agent  in  Havana  telling  Captain  Capin 
about  excitement  in  the  city  concerning  the  pirates. 

Civil  War  Papers 

59.116  From  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  until 
early  in  1862,  U.S.  marshals  and  other  Government 
officials,  arrested  and  incarcerated  nearly  a  thousand 
persons  suspected  of  being  engaged  in  treasonable  or 
disloyal  activities.  These  persons  were  held  by 
military  authorities  but  were  not  brought  to  trial;  Uiey 
were  released  only  on  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  usually  after  a  special  examination  made  at  his 


direction.  On  February  14,  1862,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  given  the  responsibility  for  political  prison¬ 
ers.  He  quickly  ordered  the  release  of  many  of  them, 
and  on  February  27,  1862,  established  a  commission 
to  examine  the  cases  of  those  still  being  held.  This 
commission  recommended  the  release  of  additional 
prisoners  and  submitted  its  final  report  in  February 
1863. 

59.117  In  addition  to  records  relating  to  the  arrest 
and  imprisonment  of  persons  suspected  of  treason  or 
disloyalty,  the  Civil  War  Papers  of  the  Department  of 
State  include  intercepted  communications,  corre¬ 
spondence  regarding  prisoners  of  war,  newspaper 
clippings,  and  miscellaneous  war-related  items 
collected  or  received  by  the  Department.  As  might 
be  expected,  the  bulk  of  these  records  relate  to 
persons  and  events  in  the  States  constituting  the 
Union,  but  most  of  the  series  are  arranged  in  such  a 
manner  that  a  careful  examination  of  the  records  is 
necessary  to  find  documents  concerning  persons 
from  areas  beyond  the  Mississippi.  On  the  other 
hand,  many  of  the  amnesty  and  pardon  papers 
preserved  by  the  Department  as  a  result  of  its  Civil 
War  activities  are  arranged  by  State,  but  these  were 
separately  maintained  (59.12659.132). 

59.118  Transcripts  of  letters  ordering  the  surveil¬ 
lance  and  arrest  of  suspected  persons  are  among  the 
"Secret"  letters  sent  by  the  Department  of  State, 
Apr.  12,  1861-Feb.  14,  1863  (3  vols.,  7  in.)  Most 
of  these  letters  from  the  Secretary  and  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  War  and  Navy  Departments, 
U.S.  attorneys,  and  other  interested  parties  concern 
matters  relating  to  political  prisoners,  such  as  their 
housing,  visiting  privileges,  and  release,  but  some 
relate  to  the  acceptance  of  the  services  of  companies 
of  soldiers  from  the  Territories,  and  the  termination 
of  services  of  U.S.  consuls  and  other  officers  hostile 
to  die  United  States.  The  letters  are  arranged  chrono¬ 
logically  in  volumes  labeled  "Secret  Correspondence, 
State  Department. "  An  index  to  secret  letters  sent, 
1861-63  (2  vols.,  4  in.),  gives  the  date  of  each  letter, 
the  person  addressed,  a  brief  digest,  and  volume  and 
page  number  references.  The  entries  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  initial  letter  of  surname  of  address¬ 
ee.  Some  of  the  letters  also  are  recorded  in  chrono¬ 
logical  order  in  the  register  of  letters  sent  regarding 
Civil  War  prisoners,  Nov.  18,  1861-May  4,  1862  (1 
vol.,  1/2  in.).  Each  entry  gives  die  name  of  addres¬ 
see  and  an  abstract  of  die  letter. 

59.119  Correspondence  regarding  prisoners  of 
war,  1861  and  1862  (5  ft.),  arranged  alphabetically 
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by  name  of  prisoner,  includes  letters  received  and 
copies  of  letters  sent  by  the  Department  concerning 
political  prisoners  and  related  petitions  from  relatives, 
histories  of  cases,  and  various  other  papers.  A 
cursory  and  random  examination  of  these  records 
quickly  disclosed  a  file  dealing  with  the  suspected 
disloyalty  of  the  Oroville  Home  Guards,  Oroville, 
CA,  and  an  oversize,  multipage  listing  of  political 
prisoners  held  at  the  military  prison  in  St.  Louis, 
MO.  The  latter  item  is  among  the  documents  in  the 
"Miscellaneous"  segment  of  the  series.  A  closer 
scrutiny  of  the  entire  series  would  undoubtedly  reveal 
other  relevant  items.  A  rough  index  of  sorts  is 
provided  by  a  list  of  treason  papers,  Dec.  1879  (1 
vol.,  1/2  in.).  Labeled  "Treason  Papers  in  the 
Department  of  State,  December  1879,"  this  volume 
consists  of  an  alphabetical  listing  of  persons  and 
organizations  accused  of  disloyalty.  Entries  for  some 
individuals  show  date  of  arrest,  release,  or  parole,  or 
other  information  regarding  the  eventual  disposition 
of  charges. 

59.120  The  work  of  the  commission  established 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  examine  the  case  of 
political  prisoners  is  documented  by  two  series. 
Transcripts  of  letters  sent  by  the  Commission 
Relating  to  State  Prisoners,  Feb.  17,  1862-JuIy  8, 
1862  (2  vols.,  6  in.),  and  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
police  departments,  U.S.  marshals,  commanders  of 
forts,  the  Navy,  the  State  Department,  Governors  of 
States,  and  the  President,  concern  the  arrest,  deten¬ 
tion,  imprisonment,  parole,  and  discharge  of  political 
prisoners  and  the  confiscation  of  their  property.  The 
letters  are  arranged  chronologically  in  a  volume 
labeled  "Secret  Correspondence,  War  Department." 
The  other  volume  in  the  series  is  an  incomplete  index 
consisting  solely  of  entries  for  the  letter  "A. "  A  copy 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission  Relating  to 
State  Prisoners,  1862  (8  in.),  is  incomplete.  Filed 
with  the  proceedings  are  various  lists,  including  lists 
of  persons  examined  by  the  Commission.  The  docu¬ 
ments  are  arranged  chronologically. 

59.121  The  series  discussed  below  document  the 
arrests.  Entries  in  these  volume  are  either  arranged 
alphabetically  by  surname  or  indexed  by  name. 

1.  Records  of  arrests  for  treason,  1861  and 
1862  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  lists  letters  sent  and  received  by 
the  Department  of  State  regarding  persons  arrested 
for  treason.  Each  entry  gives  the  date  of  the  letter, 
the  name  of  the  correspondent,  and  a  prdcis  of 
contents. 


2.  Record  of  arrests  for  disloyalty,  1861  and 
1862  (2  vols.,  5  in.),  provides  a  history  of  the  arrest, 
imprisonment,  and  release  or  other  disposition  of 
those  arrested  as  disloyal. 

3.  Record  of  arrests,  July  1861-Feb.  1862  (1 
vol.,  3  in.),  shows  the  name  of  each  person  arrested, 
place  of  confinement,  place  of  residence,  date  arrest¬ 
ed,  date  discharged,  and  remarks. 

59.122  Letters  sent  regarding  prisoners  of  war 
and  intercepted  messages,  Aug.  1861-Feb.  1863  (1 
vol.,  2  in.),  are  arranged  chronologically.  These 
transcripts  of  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
private  individuals,  U.S.  district  attorneys,  and  the 
War  Department  include  letters  sent  to  persons  in 
Iowa,  Minnesota,  and  Missouri.  Transcripts  of 
letters  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Apr. 

20- May  1,  1861  (1  in.),  to  commanders  of  blockad¬ 
ing  squadrons,  revenue  cutters,  navy  yards,  and  naval 
personnel  concern  the  blockage  of  Confederate  ports 
and  the  procurement  of  ships  for  the  Navy.  The 
letter  of  April  20  is  directed  to  the  commander  of  the 
revenue  cutter  Harriet  Lane ,  ordering  him  to  assist  in 
protecting  the  "California  steamers  and  their  passen¬ 
gers  and  treasure."  Letters  requesting  passes  to 
visit  the  South,  1861-63  (8  in.),  are  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically  by  name  of  applicant.  Some  of  these  letters 
are  recorded  in  a  register  of  letters  requesting 
passes  to  visit  the  South,  1862  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  which 
also  includes  some  entries  for  letters  regarding  visits 
to  political  prisoners.  Each  entry  gives  the  date,  the 
source  of  the  letter,  and  the  subject. 

59.123  Also  part  of  this  departmental  collection 
of  Civil  War  Papers  are  records  concerning  passes 
to  leave  Little  Rock,  AR,  June  10,  1864-June  12, 
1865  (1  vol.,  1/2  in.).  These  consist  chiefly  of 
transcripts  of  letters  sent  by  the  district  provost 
marshal  in  Little  Rock  to  the  provost  marshal  in 
Huntsville,  AR,  about  the  issuance  of  passes  to  go 
outside  the  lines,  and  about  other  matters,  including 
general  orders,  investigations,  and  persons  taking 
oaths  of  allegiance.  Included  in  the  volume  is  "List 
of  Persons  Leaving  the  City  by  Rail  and  River,  April 

21- June  12,  1865,"  with  each  entry  showing  the  date, 
die  number  of  the  pass,  the  name  of  the  person,  and 
the  destination. 

59.124  Three  series,  all  chronologically  arranged, 
relate  to  Louisiana.  The  minutes  of  the  Board  of 
Administration,  Corps  of  the  British  Guard,  Dec. 
1861-May  1862  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  document  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  a  private  military  organization  in  New 
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Orleans.  The  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  1861  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  are  collected  in  a 
volume  printed  in  English  and  French  at  Baton  Rouge 
by  Tom  Bynum,  State  Printer.  The  volume  contains 
an  alphabetical  subject  index.  Bonds  and  share 
certificates  of  Judah  P.  Benjamin,  1853-58  (9  in.), 
in  the  Louisiana  Tehuantepec  Co.,  New  Orleans,  are 
accompanied  by  some  receipts  and  settlement  papers. 
These  papers  were  confiscated  from  the  effects  of 
Benjamin,  a  Confederate  statesman  and  former  U.S. 
Senator  who  fled  to  England  following  the  collapse  of 
the  Confederacy.  Benjamin  had  been  a  proponent  of 
a  plan  to  link  New  Orleans  with  the  Pacific  Ocean  by 
means  of  a  railroad  running  through  Mexico  and 
across  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec.  A  letter  from 
Benjamin  and  a  report  on  the  subject  are  found  in  the 
miscellaneous  letters  (59.21)  for  November  1852. 

59.125  Finally,  a  few  letters,  telegrams,  and 
newspaper  clippings  relating  to  the  secession  of  Texas 
and  the  use  of  troops  there  constitute  a  series  called 
records  relating  to  Texas,  Mar.  13-Apr.  9,  1861 
(1/4  in.).  The  documents  are  arranged  chronological¬ 
ly. 


Civil  War  Amnesty  and  Pardon  Records 

59.126  Amnesty  oaths  were  received  by  the 
Department  of  State  under  the  provisions  of  section 
13  of  an  act  of  July  17,  1862,  and  the  provisions  of 
four  implementing  Presidential  proclamations  issued 
in  1863,  1864,  1865,  and  1867.  Two  additional 
proclamations  issued  in  1868  granted  pardon  without 
the  necessity  of  taking  an  oath.  The  proclamations  of 
1863-67  gave  the  opportunity  to  take  the  oaths  to 
increasingly  large  groups  of  individuals  in  the  seced¬ 
ed  States.  Proof  of  having  taken  such  an  oath  be¬ 
came  one  prerequisite  to  voting  for  or  becoming  a 
delegate  to  the  constitutional  conventions  later  held 
for  the  reorganization  of  those  States.  In  some  cases, 
when  Confederate  troops  surrendered,  the  oath  they 
took  was  coupled  with  an  oath  of  parole  in  a  docu¬ 
ment  known  as  "Oath  and  Parole."  Usually  each 
person  signed  a  separate  oath,  but  an  occasional  form 
bears  a  page  of  signatures.  All  these  oaths  were 
transmitted  to  the  Department  of  State,  where  they 
were  registered  and  filed.  Important  Confederate 
officials  and  others  who  were  excluded  from  taking 
the  oath  were  often  granted  Presidential  pardons. 
Beginning  in  July  1865,  these  individuals  were 
obligated  to  accept  in  writing  certain  conditions 


before  the  pardons  became  valid.  The  petitions  for 
pardon  and  supporting  papers  are  in  Record  Group 
94,  Records  of  the  Adjutant  General’s  Office,  1780’s- 
1917. 

Amnesty  Records 

59.127  Entries  in  an  index  to  amnesty  oaths 
under  the  proclamation  of  May  29,  1865,  ca.  1865 
(11  vols.,  2  ft.),  give  the  name  and  State  of  residence 
of  die  oath  taker  and  the  number  and  date  of  the  oath. 
The  first  volume  in  this  series  contains  a  copy  of  the 
proclamation  and  a  copy  of  the  instructions  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  regard  to  taking  these  oaths. 
The  volumes  are  numbered  1-7  and  9-12;  the  reason 
for  the  omission  of  volume  8  is  unknown.  The 
entries  within  each  volume  are  arranged  alphabetical¬ 
ly  by  the  first  letter  of  the  oath  taker’s  surname  and 
thereunder  chronologically.  The  same  arrangement 
pattern  applies  to  the  oaths  filed  pursuant  to  the 
President’s  proclamation  of  pardon,  December  8, 
1863,  and  to  the  explanatory  proclamation  of  March 
26,  1864,  and  recorded  in  the  register  of  amnesty 
oaths  filed  in  the  Department  of  State,  1863-65  (4 
vols,  6  in.).  Each  entry  shows  the  name  and  State  of 
the  person  taking  the  oath,  the  date,  and  the  number 
of  the  oath;  the  entries  within  each  volume  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  the  first  letter  of  the  oath 
taker’s  surname  and  thereunder  chronologically. 

59.128  Lists  of  persons  who  took  the  amnesty 
oath  in  Missouri  and  in  Arkansas  at  Huntsville,  Little 
Rock,  and  the  mouth  of  the  White  River  are  part  of 
the  lists  of  oaths  of  allegiance,  1863-65  (8  vols.  and 
unbound  papers,  9  in.).  These  lists  are  arranged  by 
the  place  the  oath  was  taken  and  thereunder,  for  the 
most  part,  alphabetically  by  the  name  of  the  person 
sworn.  The  typical  entry  contains  the  oath  taker’s 
name,  residence,  age,  and  description  and  the  date 
and  number  of  the  oath. 

59.129  Individual,  signed  oaths  of  allegiance  to 
the  United  States,  each  containing  the  oath  taker’s 
name  and  signature,  and  the  date  and  number  of  the 
oath,  make  up  the  series  of  amnesty  oaths,  1864-66 
(72  ft.).  The  oaths  are  arranged  alphabetically  by 
State,  with  segments  for  Arkansas,  Louisiana, 
Missouri,  and  Texas,  and  thereunder  alphabetically 
by  name  of  oath  taker.  Also  included  at  the  end  of 
the  series  is  a  group  of  oaths  labeled  "Western  and 
Northern  States"  that  includes  those  submitted  by 
persons  located  in  New  Mexico  Territory  and 
California.  Interspersed  throughout  the  series  are 
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many  3-  by  8-inch  slips,  each  giving  the  name  of  the 
individual,  his  State,  and  the  roll  number  of  multi- 
signature  amnesty  oaths,  1864-66  (8  ft.),  which  are 
arranged  by  State  and  thereunder  by  number  assigned 
to  each  roll.  With  the  signature  of  each  man  taking 
the  oath  is  an  indication  of  regiment,  place  of 
residence,  description,  and  date;  remarks  regarding 
the  case;  and  the  number  assigned  to  each  oath. 
Arkansas  is  the  only  western  State  represented  in  the 
rolled  materials,  but  a  group  of  miscellaneous 
numbered  papers  at  the  end  of  the  series  includes 
some  oaths  submitted  from  New  Mexico  Territory. 

59.130  Bound  amnesty  oaths  administered  in 
Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri,  1863-65  (9 
vols.,  2  ft.),  include  signed  oadis  on  rolls  (vols.  A-E) 
and  individual  oaths  (vols.  F-I).  Volumes  A-D 
appear  to  contain  oaths  administered  by  the  provost 
marshal  general  at  Little  Rock,  AR.  Volume  C 
contains  only  oaths  of  allegiance  taken  by  Confed¬ 
erate  deserters  in  the  military  prison  at  Little  Rock. 
In  addition  to  oaths,  volume  D  contains  copies  of 
general  and  special  orders  of  the  provost  marshal’s 
office  at  Little  Rock  and  manuscript  copies  of  legal 
and  other  records  concerning  the  Mount  Holly 
Cemetery  Committee  of  Little  Rock,  1843-54;  some 
of  the  entries  were  attested  to  by  the  city  recorder  of 
Little  Rock.  Volume  E  contains  amnesty  oaths  taken 
in  Missouri.  Volumes  F-I  contain  oaths  signed  by  the 
clerks  of  the  U.S.  Circuit  Court  for  the  Eastern 
District  of  Louisiana  and  by  the  U.S.  Commissioner 
for  eastern  Louisiana,  1865.  Each  oath  gives  the  date 
and  the  oath  taker’s  name,  residence,  age,  and 
description.  The  oaths  in  these  volumes  constitute 
several  numerical  or  chronological  series,  and  each 
volume,  except  volume  E,  contains  an  alphabetical 
index  to  the  oaths  by  name  of  taker. 

Pardon  Records 

59.131  Copies  of  Presidential  pardons  under 
amnesty  proclamations,  1865  and  1866  (25  vols.,  6 
ft.),  for  Confederate  soldiers  and  citizens  are  ar¬ 
ranged  chronologically.  Although  each  volume 
contains  an  alphabetical  name  index,  a  separate 
comprehensive  name  index  to  pardons  under  am¬ 
nesty  proclamations,  1865  and  1866  (2  vols.,  2  in.), 
also  was  maintained.  The  index  entries  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  die  surname  of  the  person  pardoned, 
and  give  the  individual’s  name,  county  and  State,  and 
the  volume  and  page  number  references  for  the 
pardon.  Requests  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State 


from  the  President  and  the  Attorney  General  for  the 
issuance  of  pardons  or  warrants  for  pardons  to  certain 
Confederates  make  up  the  series  of  requisitions  for 
amnesty  pardons,  1865-67  (2  ft.).  These  records, 
which  are  arranged  chronologically,  include  requisi¬ 
tions  for  persons  living  in  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas.  Entries  in  a  record  of  the  disposition  of 
amnesty  pardons,  1865-67  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  the  person  par¬ 
doned.  They  provide  the  following  information  on 
each  amnesty  pardon:  Name  and  address  of  person 
pardoned,  notation  of  mailing  of  and  delivery  of 
pardon,  date  sent,  and  name  of  person  to  whom  the 
pardon  was  delivered.  Signed  receipts  for  pardons, 
1865  and  1866  (negligible),  from  persons  pardoned 
by  the  President,  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
recipient,  acknowledge  acceptance  of  the  pardon  and 
its  conditions.  The  names  of  these  persons  are 
recorded  in  a  list  of  persons  accepting  amnesty 
pardons,  1865-67  (2  vols.,  6  in.).  The  entries  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  the  first  letter  of  the 
surname  of  person  pardoned  and  thereunder  chrono¬ 
logically,  and  give  the  name  of  each  person  par¬ 
doned,  his  State  of  residence,  and  the  date. 

59.132  Other  pardon  records  are  listed  below: 

1.  Register  of  Amnesty  Pardons  Sent  to  the 
Attorney  General,  1865  (1  vol.).  The  entries,  which 
show  the  name  and  address  of  the  persons  pardoned 
and  the  date,  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  the  first 
letter  of  die  surname  of  the  individual  and  thereunder 
chronologically. 

2.  Lists  of  Amnesty  Pardons  Sent  to  Gover¬ 
nors  of  States,  1865  and  1866  (3  in.).  These  lists 
are  arranged  alphabetically  by  State;  included  are  lists 
for  Louisiana. 

3.  Miscellaneous  Records  Regarding  the 
Disposition  of  Amnesty  Pardons,  1865  (negligible). 
These  records,  which  consist  of  receipts  for  pardons, 
lists  of  pardons  returned  to  the  President,  and  a  list  of 
pardons  sent  to  die  Attorney  General,  are  unarranged. 

General  pardon  Records 

59.133  The  special  duties  regarding  amnesty  and 
pardon  diat  die  Secretary  of  State  performed  during 
die  Civil  War  have  already  been  discussed.  Before 
1853,  die  Secretary  of  State  also  received  pardon 
petitions  for  criminals  convicted  by  Federal  courts. 
The  Secretary,  widi  the  Attorney  General  considered 
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the  petitions  and  recommended  to  the  President  that 
the  petitions  either  be  granted  or  denied.  After  1853 
most  petitions  went  to  the  Attorney  General  only; 
beginning  in  1861  all  of  them  apparently  were  refer¬ 
red  to  the  Department  of  Justice.  Later  case  files  are 
among  the  records  of  the  Office  of  the  Pardon 
Attorney,  Record  Group  204.  The  State  Department 
continued  to  prepare  warrants  and  commutations 
requested  by  the  Attorney  General  until  1893,  when 
remaining  pardon  activities  were  transferred  to  the 
Department  of  Justice.  None  of  the  pardon  records 
discussed  below  are  accessible  by  State  identifiers. 

59.134  Bound  copies  of  Presidential  pardons  and 
remissions,  1793-1893  (16  vols.,  2  ft.),  together  with 
some  warrants  for  arrest  and  extradition  (see  59.140 
for  a  separate  index),  are  arranged  chronologically, 
with  each  volume  separately  indexed.  The  first 
volume  recapitulates  pardons  issued  to  1817,  showing 
the  number  of  pardons  granted  by  Washington,  John 
Adams,  Jefferson,  and  Madison.  Indexes  in  the 
volumes  may  be  used  to  access  the  unbound  petitions 
for  pardon,  1789-1860  (7  ft.),  that  are  arranged  by 
Presidential  administration.  The  records  for  some 
administrations  are  arranged  numerically  by  case 
numbers;  those  for  others  are  arranged  alphabetically 
by  the  name  of  the  person  seeking  pardon.  Filed 
with  some  petitions  are  related  letters,  reports,  and 
receipts.  Each  case  file  has  a  cover  sheet  showing 
case  number,  the  name  of  the  person  for  whom  the 
pardon  was  asked,  and  the  volume  and  page  number 
in  the  series  of  pardons  and  remissions  where  a  copy 
of  the  pardon  is  bound.  Access  to  the  bound  and 
unbound  pardons  is  also  facilitated  by  a  register  and 
indexes  of  pardons,  1793-1871  (4  vols.,  5  in.). 

59.135  Other  related  records  include  press  copies 
of  departmental  letters  sent  regarding  Presidential 
pardons.  Mar.  26,  1847-Dec.  28,  1849  (1  vol.,  1/2 
in.),  to  marshals,  petitioners,  and  others,  and 
requisitions  for  pardons,  1858-62  (2  ft.),  received 
from  the  Attorney  General.  Requests  for  the  issuance 
of  pardons  at  the  direction  of  the  President  are 
arranged  chronologically.  Included  with  the 
requisitions  are  related  papers,  such  as  petitions  and 
letters  in  support  of  the  pardon.  Many  requisitions 
show  the  volume  and  page  number  of  the  copy  of  the 
pardon  in  the  bound  series  of  pardons  and  remissions. 

Extradition  Papers 

59.136  Extradition  is  almost  invariably  practiced 
by  the  United  States  under  provisions  of  extradition 


treaties  with  foreign  powers.  Except  for  a  12-year 
period  when  an  extradition  article  of  the  Jay  Treaty 
of  1794  was  in  force,  the  U.S.  policy  of  extradition 
under  treaty  provisions  began  with  the  Webster- 
Ashburton  Treaty  of  1842.  The  practice  expanded 
rapidly  thereafter.  With  some  exceptions  in  the  early 
days  of  the  nation,  decisions  on  extradition  have 
rested  with  the  Federal  Government  and  in  practice 
with  the  Department  of  State.  Extradition  of  fugitives 
to  a  foreign  country  requires  a  requisition  for  extradi¬ 
tion  from  the  proper  authority  of  the  foreign  govern¬ 
ment  and  a  certification  from  a  U.S.  judge  who  has 
examined  the  case  that  the  evidence  is  sufficient  to 
sustain  the  charge.  The  certification  is  accompanied 
by  a  copy  of  the  evidence.  After  receiving  these 
papers  the  Secretary  of  State  issues  a  warrant  under 
seal  of  the  Department  for  the  surrender  of  the 
fugitive  to  the  proper  authorities  of  the  foreign 
nation.  When  the  United  States  requests  the  extradi¬ 
tion  of  a  person  from  a  foreign  country,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  makes  out  a  warrant  of  extradition  for  the 
President’s  signature  and,  after  it  is  signed,  affixes  to 
it  the  seal  of  the  United  States.  This  warrant  autho¬ 
rizes  the  person  or  persons  named  to  receive  the 
prisoner  from  the  foreign  government  and  to  deliver 
the  prisoner  to  officers  of  the  appropriate  State. 

59.137  Persons  interested  in  records  relating  to 
fugitives  from  areas  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  or 
to  foreigners  who  sought  refuge  there  after  commit¬ 
ting  crimes  in  other  countries  should  consult  the 
printed  report  on  extradition  cases,  1842-90  (1 
vol.,  2  in.).  Prepared  by  John  Bassett  Moore,  Third 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  and  published  in  1890, 
the  Report  on  Extradition  With  Returns  of  all  Cases 
From  August  9,  1842,  to  January  1,  1890,  and  an 
Index  contains  tables  that  are  useful  in  accessing  the 
extradition  records.  Entries  in  Table  II,  "Warrants 
issued  to  agents  appointed  to  receive  and  bring  to  the 
United  States  fugitives  surrendered  by  foreign  gov¬ 
ernments,"  provides  information  under  the  following 
headings:  Jurisdiction  (by  State  or  Territory),  fugi¬ 
tive  (by  name),  crime,  place  of  refuge  (by  country), 
date,  and  agent.  The  "jurisdiction"  column  shows 
that  fugitives  were  wanted  for  crimes  committed  in 
Arizona,  Arkansas,  California,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Minnesota,  Missouri,  Montana,  Nebraska,  New 
Mexico,  Texas,  and  Washington  Territory.  Table  III, 
"Requisitions  by  foreign  governments  upon  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,"  has  the  following 
headings:  Date,  fugitive,  crime,  jurisdiction  of 

offense  (by  country),  place  of  refuge  (by  State  or 


58 


Territory),  and  disposition  of  case.  The  "place  of 
refuge"  column  shows  that  foreign  criminals  were 
found  in  Arizona,  California,  Dakota,  Louisiana, 
Minnesota,  Missouri,  Montana,  Texas,  and  Utah. 

59.138  Applications  of  the  United  States  to 
foreign  governments  for  extradition  of  U.S.  fugitives 
are  in  the  chronologically  arranged  extradition  case 
files,  1836-1906  (27  ft.),  which  also  include  applica¬ 
tions  of  foreign  governments  to  the  United  States  for 
extradition  of  fugitives  from  justice  in  those  coun¬ 
tries,  as  well  as  copies  of  proceedings  of  U.S.  and 
foreign  courts,  requests  for  issuance  of  warrants  of 
surrender,  and  other  papers  relative  to  each  case. 
Copies  of  Presidential  warrants  authorizing  and 
empowering  agents  to  receive  prisoners  from  foreign 
countries  and  deliver  them  to  officers  of  the  proper 
State  in  the  United  States  are  among  the  chronologi¬ 
cally  arranged  bound  warrants  of  arrest  and  extra¬ 
dition,  1843-1930  (5  vols.,  1  ft.).  Each  volume 
contains  an  alphabetical  index  to  the  warrants  by 
name  of  criminal.  The  volumes  for  1843-86  are 
labeled  "Warrants  of  Arrest  and  Extradition";  those 
for  1886-1910,  "Presidential  Warrants"  and  "War¬ 
rants  of  Extradition  Consolidated." 

59.139  Records  relating  solely  to  fugitives  from 
foreign  countries  are  warrants  of  arrests  for  extra¬ 
dition,  Mar.  2,  1886-Nov.  25,  1910  (1  vol.,  3  in.), 
and  warrants  of  surrender  for  extradition,  June  2, 
1886-Dec.  29,  1910  (1  vol.,  3  in.).  The  contents  of 
both  volumes  are  arranged  chronologically,  and  both 
volumes  contain  an  alphabetical  index  by  name  of 
fugitive.  The  warrants  of  arrest  show  the  country 
requesting  the  arrest  and  extradition,  the  name  of  the 
fugitive,  and  the  nature  of  the  crime.  The  warrants 
of  surrender  give  the  name  of  the  envoy  of  the 
country  requesting  the  surrender  of  the  fugitive,  the 
name  of  the  fugitive,  the  alleged  crime,  a  statement 
that  examination  has  been  made  by  a  U.S.  court,  and 
the  order  to  surrender  the  fugitive  to  the  foreign 
country. 

59.140  In  addition  to  the  records  described  above, 
letters,  despatches,  and  other  papers  relating  to 
extradition  are  found  among  the  instructions  (59.40), 
despatches  (59.43  and  59.56),  notes  (59.46),  domestic 
letters  (59.24),  miscellaneous  letters  (59.21),  numeri¬ 
cal  file  (59.72),  and  decimal  file  (59.76).  Some  of 
these  documents  are  identified  in  the  index  to  pre- 
1877  extradition  cases,  ca.  1877  (1  vol.,  2  in.), 
which  is  labeled  "Notes  Relative  to  Extradition  Cases 
Previous  to  1877. "  The  entries  are  arranged  random¬ 
ly  by  country  and  thereunder  chronologically,  and 


give  the  subject  of  the  record,  the  names  of  the 
sender  and  the  addressee,  a  summary  of  the  docu¬ 
ment,  and  the  page,  volume,  and  series  of  records 
where  the  document  is  filed.  The  volume  contains 
one  index  to  countries  and  another  to  subjects. 

59.141  Entries  in  an  index  to  extradition  cases, 
Aug.  1843-Aug.  1868  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  actually  refer 
to  the  extradition  cases  recorded  in  volumes  5-9  of 
Presidential  pardons  and  remissions  (59.134).  Each 
index  entry  shows  the  country  involved,  the  name  of 
the  person  to  be  extradited,  the  nature  of  the  crime, 
and  the  nature  and  date  of  the  warrant,  and  gives 
volume  and  page  number  references.  The  entries  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  country  and 
thereunder  chronologically. 

Records  of  the  Passport  Division 

59.142  Since  1789  the  Department  of  State  has 
issued  passports  to  U.S.  citizens  traveling  abroad. 
The  Department  did  not  have  sole  authority  to  do  so 
until  section  23  of  an  act  of  August  18,  1856,  for  the 
first  time  regulated  the  issuance  of  passports.  Over 
the  years  the  passport  functions  of  the  Department 
have  been  transferred  from  one  bureau  to  another,  but 
the  duties  usually  assigned  to  the  responsible  units 
have  included  issuing  passports  to  U.S.  citizens  and 
dealing  with  such  related  issues  as  eligibility  to 
receive  passports  or  to  be  registered  in  U.S.  consul¬ 
ates,  acquisition  and  loss  of  citizenship,  and  rights  to 
the  protection  of  the  United  States.  In  addition  to  its 
domestic  function  of  issuing  passports,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  State  also  supervises  the  passport  work  done 
by  its  Foreign  Service  officers  and  formulates  policies 
and  safeguards  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  procurement 
of  U.S.  passports.  With  one  exception,  the  Passport 
Division  records  discussed  below  are  arranged  either 
chronologically  or  alphabetically.  Although  many 
persons  applying  for  passports  undoubtedly  resided  in 
western  States  and  Territories,  there  is  no  easy  way 
to  determine  place  of  residence  short  of  examining 
die  records  themselves. 

59.143  Passport  applications,  Oct.  27,  1795- 
Nov.  30,  1812;  Feb.  22,  1830-Nov.  15,  1831;  May 
13,  1833-Dec. 31, 1905  (1,084  vols.,  255  ft.),  consist 
of  letters  and  form  applications  for  passports.  Includ¬ 
ed  with  the  typical  application  are  supporting  letters 
and  affidavits  from  friends  and  relatives  concerning 
the  applicant’s  citizenship,  residence,  and  character. 
The  typical  letter  or  application  also  contains  infor- 
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mation  regarding  the  applicant’s  immediate  family, 
date  and  place  of  birth  and  (if  foreign  born)  of 
naturalization,  occupation  or  business,  and  physical 
characteristics.  From  1795  through  1867  the  volumes 
are  labeled  "Passport  Letters";  from  1868  through 
1905,  "Passport  Applications."  The  records  are 
arranged  chronologically  and,  for  some  periods, 
numbered  serially.  For  control  purposes  the  Depart¬ 
ment  maintained  registers  and  indexes  for  passport 
applications,  1810-17  and  1810-1906  (23  vols.,  5 
ft.).  In  some  volumes  the  entries  are  arranged 
chronologically;  in  others,  alphabetically  by  first 
letter  of  applicant’s  surname  and  thereunder  chrono¬ 
logically.  Some  of  the  registers  have  overlapping 
dates  and  duplication  of  entries.  A  special  register 
covers  the  Civil  War  passports,  1861-65.  Also 
available  is  a  3-  by  5-inch  card  index  to  passport 
applications,  1850-52  and  1860-81,  arranged  by  name 
of  applicant,  that  was  compiled  by  the  National 
Archives  staff. 

59.144  Passport  applications,  1906-25  (4,122 
vols.,  1,474  ft.),  for  original  passports  and  extensions 
by  native-born  citizens,  naturalized  citizens,  and 
persons  claiming  citizenship  through  naturalization  of 
spouse  or  parent(s)  are  arranged  chronologically  and 
numerically.  Each  application  includes  the  appli¬ 
cant’s  name  and  date  and  place  of  birth;  when  appli¬ 
cable,  spouse’s  and  children’s  name  and  date  and 
place  of  birth;  and  applicant’s  residence  and  occupa¬ 
tion  at  the  time  of  application,  immediate  travel 
plans,  a  physical  description,  and  photograph. 
Submitted  with  many  of  the  applications  are  letters 
from  employers,  relatives,  and  others  attesting  to  the 
applicant’s  purpose  for  travel  abroad.  The  applica¬ 
tions  through  1923  are  covered  by  an  index  to 
passport  applications  1906-23  (98  ft.),  compiled  on 
3-  by  5-inch  cards  arranged  alphabetically  by  the 
applicant’s  surname  and  thereunder  chronologically. 
Certain  common  surnames  are  indexed  separately  and 
placed  after  all  other  surnames  beginning  with  the 
same  two  or  three  letters.  A  card  index  to  passport 
extensions,  1910-17  (17  ft.),  is  arranged  for  the  most 
part  alphabetically  by  the  applicant’s  surname. 
Certain  common  surnames  are  indexed  separately 
from  other  surnames  beginning  with  the  same  two  to 
four  letters.  Indicated  for  each  applicant  is  the  reason 
for  the  extension,  the  consulate  where  the  extension 
was  executed,  and  the  date  of  the  extension. 

59.145  Two  series  of  letters  relate  to  passports. 
The  chronologically  arranged  letters  requesting 
passports,  1791-1910  (43  ft.),  consist  of  letters  and 


related  enclosures  received  from  persons  requesting 
issuance  or  renewal  of  passports.  Included  are 
suspended  passport  applications,  some  of  which  are 
recorded  in  a  register  of  suspended  passport  appli¬ 
cations,  1866-75  (1  vol.,  2  in.).  The  register  entries, 
arranged  alphabetically  by  name  and  thereunder 
chronologically  by  date  of  suspension,  show  for  each 
application  the  date  and  passport  number,  the  name  of 
the  applicant,  the  reason  for  the  suspension,  the 
amount  enclosed,  and  the  disposition  of  the  case. 
Letters  and  related  enclosures  that  were  detached 
from  passport  applications  forms  constitute  the  letters 
concerning  issued  passports,  1874-80  (6  ft.).  These 
papers  are  arranged  chronologically  and  thereunder 
numerically  by  passport  application  numbers. 

59.146  Unclaimed  passports  are  part  of  the  series 
of  originals  and  copies  of  passports,  1794-1901  (16 
vols.  and  unbound  papers,  7  ft.).  The  originals  were 
issued  by  the  Department  of  State,  U.S.  Ministers 
and  consuls,  mayors  of  cities,  Governors  of  State  and 
Territories,  and  other  officials.  Many  of  the  earlier 
passports  were  issued  by  the  U.S.  Minister  in  Lon¬ 
don.  Some  of  the  passports  give,  besides  applicant’s 
name,  a  description  of  the  applicant,  the  date  of  the 
passport,  and  the  purpose  of  the  visit  abroad.  For 
1817-34  the  record  copies  of  passports  are  bound. 

59.147  The  Department’s  efforts  to  determine  the 
citizenship  status  of  applicants  are  reflected  in  two 
series.  Certificates  of  naturalization  and  proofs  of 
citizenship,  1790-1901  (8  in.),  and  related  affidavits 
and  correspondence  are  arranged  chronologically. 
Lists  of  revoked,  fraudulent,  and  void  certificates 
of  naturalization,  1902-5  (1/2  in.),  are  arranged  by 
location  of  court  involved  and  thereunder  alphabeti¬ 
cally  by  name  of  alien.  Also  included  are  lists  of 
aliens  unlawfully  admitted  into  the  United  States. 
The  lists  are  for  Missouri,  New  York,  and  Utah. 


Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Rolls  and  Library 

59.148  The  Bureau  of  Rolls  and  Library  was 
established  in  the  Department  of  State  on  July  1, 
1874;  it  was  abolished  on  May  13,  1921,  by  Depart¬ 
mental  Order  No.  203,  and  most  of  its  functions  were 
transferred  to  the  Division  of  Publications.  The 
archival  series  formerly  maintained  by  the  Bureau  are 
now  found  in  several  other  related  record  groups  (see 
59.5).  The  remaining  records  of  the  Bureau  are 
principally  of  two  kinds:  records  received  or  created 
by  the  Bureau  in  the  course  of  its  work  (for  example. 
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correspondence,  memorandums,  and  indexes),  and 
miscellaneous  manuscript  and  printed  items  that  the 
Bureau  received  as  gifts  from  officers  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  or  from  private  donors.  Most  of  the  collections 
of  private  papers  bought  by  the  Department  of  State 
were  transferred  to  the  Library  of  Congress.  The 
Bureau’s  research  reports  are  bound  with  the  series  of 
reports  of  Bureau  officers  discussed  previously 
(59.82). 

Memorandums 

59.149  Memorandums  of  the  Bureau  of  Rolls 
and  Library,  1888-1918  (2  in.),  are  arranged  ran¬ 
domly  by  subject.  They  concern  such  relatively 
routine  functions  as  the  certification  of  copies  of 
laws,  the  distribution  of  documents,  the  translation  of 
books,  and  the  preservation  of  the  historical  archives 
of  the  Department,  as  well  as  less  ordinary  assign¬ 
ments  such  as  the  preservation  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  the  publication  of  the  Revolutionary 
Archives,  and  the  preparation  of  the  Department’s 
exhibit  for  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition. 

Manuscript  Collections 

59.150  Among  these  records  of  the  Bureau  are 
bound  and  unbound  manuscript  copies,  in  French,  of 
a  history  of  the  French  in  Louisiana,  1700-24  (2 
vols.,  3  in.),  that  were  used  in  discussions  with  Spain 
about  the  western  boundary  of  Louisiana.  This 
study  of  the  French  colonization  of  Louisiana  was 
compiled  by  Bernard  de  la  Harpe,  commandant  at  the 
Bay  of  St.  Bernard,  from  his  own  journal  and  from 
the  memoirs  of  Pierre  le  Moyne  d’Iberville,  founder 
of  Louisiana,  and  of  Jean  Baptiste  de  Bienville, 
second  French  governor  of  Louisiana.  A  printed 
copy  (1831)  of  this  history  is  in  the  Library  of 
Congress.  Contained  in  the  bound  copy  of  the 
history  are  English  translations  of  two  letters  relating 
to  the  western  boundary.  One  letter,  dated  April  13, 
1805,  and  signed  Pedro  Cevallos  (Pedro  de  Ceballos 
y  Guerra?),  concerns  the  western  limits  of  Louisiana; 
the  other,  from  Nemesio  de  Salcedo  to  Gov.  W.C.C. 
Claiborne  and  dated  September  16,  1806,  concerns 
the  movement  of  Spanish  troops  along  the  Sabine 
River.  Other  early  records  in  this  collection  include 
a  few  unarranged  fiscal  records  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  Viceroyalty  of  New  Spain,  1772  (1  in.).  Chiefly 
statements  of  payments  made  by  administrators  of 
institutions  in  Mexico  City  and  of  California  missions 


for  purchases  of  livestock  and  provisions,  these 
records  contain  some  references  to  dates  between 
1772  and  1784  as  well  as  two  documents  dated  1828 
and  1840. 

59.151  Among  the  group  of  miscellaneous 
manuscripts,  ca.  1756-1918  (1  ft.),  mostly  single 
documents,  are  two  items  relating  to  early  Louisiana. 
One  is  an  agreement  signed  by  Louis  de  Kerlerec, 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  appointing  Okana-Stote, 
Chief  of  the  Cherokee,  as  a  captain  in  the  service  of 
the  French,  1761;  the  other  is  a  typed  copy  of  the 
proclamation  of  General  Claude  Victor  after  his 
appointment  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte  as  Governor  of 
Louisiana,  ca.  1800. 

Printed  Collections 

59.152  Newspaper  clippings  on  foreign  and 
domestic  affairs,  May  1849-Nov.  1863  (2  vols.,  7 
in.),  gathered  primarily  from  newspapers  published  in 
Baltimore,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  and 
Washington,  DC,  are  arranged  chronologically. 
Those  for  the  year  1849  include  stories  on  U.S. 
transcontinental  railroads  and  the  San  Francisco 
Railway.  Clippings  from  English  newspapers, 
1871-73  (1  in.),  also  are  arranged  chronologically  and 
include  one  concerning  the  San  Juan  Boundary  in 
Washington  Territory.  Miscellaneous  documents, 
1206-1932,  printed,  ca.  1780-1932  (1  ft.)  consist  of 
printed  documents,  most  of  which  were  gifts  to  the 
Department.  Among  these  chronologically  arranged 
items  are  a  pamphlet  entitled  Documents  Relative  to 
Louisiana  and  Florida,  1770-1806’,  Edward 
Livingston’s  "Introductory  Report  to  the  Code  of 
Evidence  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  1803;  and  a 
printed  statement  of  Secretary  of  War  George  W. 
McCrary  to  die  House  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
entitled  "Texas  Border  Troubles,"  1877.  Most  of  the 
periodicals,  newspapers,  and  clippings  constituting 
the  miscellaneous  periodicals,  1776-1934  (2  in.), 
were  presented  as  gifts  to  the  Department  or  were 
enclosed  with  despatches  from  Foreign  Service 
officers.  Among  them  is  the  June  8,  1893,  issue  of 
the  El  Paso  Times  containing  an  article  on  the 
Archives  of  the  State  Department,  that  includes  a 
discussion  of  the  composition  of  the  Presidents’ 
annual  Thanksgiving  proclamations.  Also  included  is 
an  account  of  "A  $3,000,000  Blaze"  that  gutted  the 
business  district  in  Fargo,  ND,  and  a  column  of  news 
from  New  Mexico  Territory  headed  "Silver  City 
Budget." 
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59.153  A  collection  of  Thanksgiving  Proclama¬ 
tions  of  State  and  Dependencies,  1896-1910  (1/4 
in.),  includes  printed  copies,  with  seals,  of  proclama¬ 
tions  from  Arizona,  1910;  New  Mexico,  1902  and 
1905;  and  Oregon,  1896. 


Miscellaneous  Records  of  the  Secretary 
and  Undersecretary  of  State 

Correspondence  and  Memorandums  of  the 

Secretary  of  State 

59.154  Bound  copies  of  unofficial  letters  of 
Henry  Clay,  1825-29  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  are  arranged 
chronologically  with  an  alphabetical  name  index.  The 
letters  are  addressed  to  the  President,  Senators, 
collectors  of  customs,  and  private  individuals,  and 
concern  requests  for  assistance,  adjudication  of 
claims,  negotiations  regarding  the  northwest  bound¬ 
ary,  trade  with  the  British  colonies,  and  other  mat¬ 
ters.  Included  are  two  letters  written  by  Martin  Van 
Buren. 


Records  of  the  Office  of  Budget  and 
Planning  and  Its  Predecessors 

59.155  When  the  Office  of  Budget  and  Planning 
was  established  in  1948,  it  inherited  accounting 
functions  that  had  originally  been  assigned  to  a  clerk 
under  the  provisions  of  the  appropriation  act  of  1797. 
This  clerk  and  his  successors  apparently  handled  the 
accounts  and  disbursements  until  1833,  when  the 
Disbursing  and  Superintending  Bureau  was  estab¬ 
lished.  That  Bureau  was  superseded  by  a  disbursing 
agent  in  1834,  and  the  agent  was  replaced  in  1870  by 
the  Bureau  of  Accounts,  which  functioned  until  well 
into  the  20th  century. 

59.156  The  Bureau  of  Accounts  supervised  all  the 
Department’s  financial  transactions,  both  in  the 
United  States  and  abroad,  accounting  for  all  funds 
under  the  Department’s  control,  including  internation¬ 
al  indemnity  and  trust  funds.  The  Bureau  received 
and  disbursed  all  moneys  appropriated  for  the  expens¬ 
es  of  the  Department  and  the  Foreign  Service  and  for 
international  funds;  recorded  all  accounts;  examined 
accounts  received  from  Foreign  Service  officers;  and 
maintained  a  record  showing  how  the  various  appro¬ 
priations  were  allotted  and  expended.  For  these 
purposes,  the  Bureau  conducted  the  necessary  corre¬ 


spondence  and  kept  such  accounting  records  as 
billbooks,  cashbooks,  and  ledgers  showing  disburse¬ 
ments  under  each  appropriation  and  the  balance 
available  of  moneys  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the 
Disbursing  Clerk.  For  Foreign  Service  expenditures, 
the  Bureau  kept  a  record  of  the  service  of  diplomatic 
officers,  including  their  appointments,  leaves  of 
absence  and  separation  from  the  service,  and  a  record 
of  letters  of  credit  issued  to  diplomatic  officers. 

59.157  The  accounting  and  budget  functions  are 
documented  by  nearly  100  series  of  records  described 
in  Inventory  15  under  the  following  major  headings: 
Correspondence,  General  and  Departmental 
Accounts,  Foreign  Service  Accounts,  Indemnity  and 
Trust  Fund  Accounts,  and  Budget  Files.  The  majori¬ 
ty  of  these  series  either  cover  or  fall  within  the 
1804-1912  timespan,  but  it  is  difficult  to  determine 
how  many  of  the  records  themselves  are  relevant  to 
this  guide.  For  this  reason,  the  number  of  series 
discussed  below  is  very  selective,  and  some  series  are 
merely  listed.  More  detailed  information  is  available 
in  Inventory  15,  entries  230-323. 

Correspondence 

59.158  Press  copies  of  miscellaneous  letters 
sent,  Jan.  1832-July  1916  (221  vols.,  18  ft.),  are 
arranged  chronologically  with  each  volume  containing 
an  alphabetical  index  to  the  names  of  addressees. 
The  letters  are  addressed  to  diplomatic  and  consular 
officers,  foreign  embassies  and  legations,  the  Trea¬ 
sury  Department,  other  departments,  despatch  agents, 
newspaper  publishers,  and  private  individuals  and 
firms  regarding  fiscal  subjects.  Letters  to  the 
President  requesting  authorization  of  disburse¬ 
ments,  May  22, 1830-Mar.  28, 1861  (2  vols.,  4  in.), 
arranged  chronologically,  relate  to  such  matters  as  the 
expenses  of  U.S.  district  courts  and  marshals,  and  the 
payment  of  special  commissioners,  ministers,  and 
consuls.  Copies  of  Charles  Hale’s  letters  make  up 
the  letters  sent  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  State, 
May  28,  1872-Feb.  3,  1873  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  to  the 
Congressional  Printer,  congressional  committees, 
despatch  agents,  firms,  publishers,  and  others  regard¬ 
ing  contracts,  publication  of  the  laws,  and  other 
subjects  represented  in  the  accounting  records.  These 
letters  are  arranged  chronologically  as  are  the  press 
copies  of  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Accounts,  Jan. 
15,  1896-Nov.  23, 1912  (2  vols.,  2  in.),  that  relate  to 
many  subjects  including  the  workload  of  the  Passport 
Bureau. 
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59.159  The  miscellaneous  letters  received, 
1825-1908  (110  vols.  and  unbound  papers,  24  ft.), 
are  arranged  chronologically  and  consist  of  letters  the 
Bureau  received  from  all  sources,  including  census 
enumerators,  U.S.  marshals,  publishers  of  the  laws, 
diplomatic  and  consular  officers,  despatch  agents,  and 
suppliers  and  contractors.  Letters  written  before 
January  16,  1829,  and  after  December  31,  1904,  are 
not  bound.  The  letters  are  listed  in  the  register  of 
miscellaneous  letters  received,  1829-71  (7  vols.,  1 
ft.).  The  entries,  which  are  in  chronological  order, 
give  for  each  letter  the  date,  the  name  of  the  writer, 
the  date  received,  the  purport  of  the  message,  the 
date  answered,  and  the  disposition.  The  register 
entries  through  1866  are  covered  by  an  undated  index 
to  register  of  miscellaneous  letters  received  (4 
vols.,  4  in.).  Within  each  volume  entries  are  ar¬ 
ranged  alphabetically  by  surname  of  writer  and  show 
the  name  of  the  writer,  the  volume  of  the  register  in 
which  the  letter  is  recorded,  and  the  page  number. 

59.160  Letters  received  from  publishers  of 
laws,  1832-42  (9  vols.,  1  ft.),  are  arranged  by 
session,  from  the  22d  to  the  27th  Congress.  Among 
other  matters,  these  letters  acknowledge  appointments 
as  publishers  and  payments  for  publishing  the  laws, 
give  the  names  of  publishers  entitled  to  compensation, 
and  request  payment  of  accounts  submitted  to  the 
Department.  For  related  letters,  see  entry  59.35. 

Daybooks,  Cashbooks,  Journals,  and  Record 

Books 

59.161  Entries  in  the  journals  of  miscellaneous 
expenses,  1820-24,  1829-41,  1875-92,  and  1895- 
1906  (5  vols.,  9  in.),  are  arranged  chronologically. 
The  journals  for  1820-24  and  1829-41  contain  entries 
giving  the  date,  voucher  number,  account  charged, 
and  amount,  and  a  detailed  itemization  of  the  total 
sum,  showing  the  payee  and  the  nature  or  purpose  for 
each  expenditure.  Among  the  accounts  appearing  in 
these  volumes  are  those  for  printing  and  for  taking 
the  U.S.  census.  The  volumes  for  1875-92  and  1895- 
1906  contain  only  summary  information  regarding 
monthly  debits  and  credits  to  such  appropriations  as 
those  for  salaries,  publishing  the  laws,  and  editing 
and  other  work  on  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Ledgers 

59.162  Among  the  accounts  covered  by  the 
general  and  special  ledgers,  1820-74  (8  vols.,  1  ft.). 


are  those  for  salaries,  for  the  extradition  of  criminals, 
and  for  expenses  relating  to  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  and 
the  treaty  of  1819  with  Spain.  The  domestic  func¬ 
tions  of  the  Department  are  represented  by  accounts 
for  U.S.  marshals,  the  census,  printing  the  laws  and 
the  Biennial  Register,  and  the  purchase  of  books  and 
newspapers,  among  others.  Each  account  entry 
shows  either  the  date,  name  of  payee,  and  amount 
paid  or  the  date  and  the  amount  of  the  warrant  on  the 
Treasury.  Some  volumes  contain  alphabetical  indexes 
to  the  account  titles.  The  entries  are  arranged  chro¬ 
nologically  under  each  account.  Accounts  for  the 
Census,  the  Mexican  Claims  Commission,  and  the 
U.S.  Claims  Commission  to  Texas  are  included  in 
ledgers  for  sundry  accounts,  1839-41  and  1867-89 
(3  vols.  and  unbound  papers,  6  in.).  These  accounts 
are  grouped  roughly  by  month  (but  not  alphabetically 
within  the  month),  and  the  expenditures  for  each 
account  are  entered  chronologically. 

Accounts  for  Printing  and  Distributing  the  U.S. 

Laws 

59.163  Entries  in  the  record  of  payments  to 
publishers  of  the  laws,  1820-75  (2  vols.,  5  in.),  are 
arranged  by  Congress  and  session.  Each  entry  shows 
the  name  of  publisher,  the  State  and  locality  of 
publication,  the  name  of  newspaper,  the  date  of  the 
payee’s  appointment  as  publisher  of  the  laws,  the 
amount  paid,  and  the  Congress  or  the  session  of  the 
Congress  during  which  the  publisher  was  appointed. 
A  record  of  the  distribution  of  Statutes  at  Large 

and  of  the  Biennial  Register,  1849  and  1850  (1 
vol.,  1  in.),  to  clerks  of  courts,  colleges,  State 
governments,  and  libraries,  indicates  for  each  type  of 
publication  the  recipient,  the  date  sent,  the  State,  and 
the  number  of  copies  sent.  The  entries  are  arranged 
chronologically. 

Diplomatic  Accounts 

59.164  Memorandums  of  drafts  received, 
1798-1801  and  1834-53  (2  vols.,  1  in.),  give  the 
name  of  the  person  presenting  the  draft  for  payment, 
the  amount  of  the  draft,  its  due  date  and  terms,  the 
name  of  the  payee,  and  remarks  concerning  payment, 
nonacceptance,  or  other  disposition.  The  first  volume 
is  arranged  chronologically.  The  second  volume, 
arranged  alphabetically  by  the  first  letter  of  the 
person’s  surname  and  thereunder  chronologically, 
contains  entries  for  Alcee  La  Branche,  and  Elisha  A. 
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Rhodes,  two  diplomats  stationed  in  the  Republic  of 
Texas. 

Consular  Accounts 

59.165  Entries  in  the  records  of  fees  received  at 
consulates,  1838-65  (2  vols.,  2  in.),  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  consulate  and  thereunder 
chronologically.  The  entries  in  the  first  volume, 
1838-56,  show  the  amount  of  fees  received  annually 
at  U.S.  consulates,  including  those  at  Galveston  and 
Matagorda  in  the  Republic  of  Texas.  Entries  in  the 
second  volume,  1857-65,  show  the  amount  of  fees 
received  during  each  quarter. 

Indemnity  and  Trust  Fund  Accounts 

59.166  Arranged  in  part  by  indemnity,  arbitra¬ 
tion,  or  claims  commission  are  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  for  miscellaneous  trust  funds  and  indem¬ 
nities,  1834-1914  (10  ft.).  Included  are  accounts 
current  (with  supporting  receipts  and  check  stubs), 
monthly  statements,  memorandums,  and  other  papers 
relating  to  the  Mexican  Claims  Commission  of  1868 
and  other  claims  commissions.  A  10-page  memoran¬ 
dum  on  Mexican  award  payments,  Nov.  21,  1882 
(negligible),  by  Alvey  A.  Adee,  Third  Assistant 
Secretary,  outlines  the  distribution  of  funds  awarded 
under  the  claims  convention  of  1868. 


Records  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  Clerk 

59.167  The  Chief  Clerk  was  the  principal  admin¬ 
istrative  officer  of  the  Department  of  State  from  its 
establishment  until  1942.  At  times  he  acted  for  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  Secretary’s  absence  from 
Washington.  At  one  time  or  another  the  Chief  Clerk 
supervised  almost  all  the  bureaus  of  the  Department, 
but  as  the  volume  of  work  increased,  the  bureaus 
were  removed  from  his  immediate  jurisdiction.  The 
records  created  by  the  many  offices  that  functioned 
under  his  supervision  have  already  been  discussed  as 
records  of  those  offices.  Described  below,  however, 
are  some  of  the  letters  sent  and  received  by  his 
office.  Additional  letters  of  the  Chief  Clerk  are 
among  the  domestic  letters  (59.24),  miscellaneous 
letters  (59.21),  and  reports  of  the  Chief  Clerk 
(59.82). 


59.168  Press  copies  of  miscellaneous  letters  sent 
by  the  Chief  Clerk,  1873-1906  (153  vols.,  16  ft.),  to 
Government  officials,  private  individuals  and  firms, 
members  of  Congress,  and  others  are  arranged  chron¬ 
ologically  with  an  alphabetical  name  index  in  some 
volumes.  Some  letters  are  signed  by  the  Assistant  or 
Acting  Secretary.  Included  are  some  memorandums 
and  reports  to  the  Secretary  on  such  matters  as  claims 
against  foreign  governments  and  the  provisions  of 
treaties.  Miscellaneous  correspondence  of  the 
Chief  Clerk,  1909  and  1910  (3  in.),  is  arranged 
randomly  by  subject  and  thereunder  chronologically. 
Some  of  these  letters  concern  passport  work. 

59.169  Press  copies  of  personal  letters  sent  by 
William  H.  Michael,  Feb.  20,  1900-Apr.  30,  1901 
(1  vol.,  1  in.),  are  arranged  chronologically,  with  an 
alphabetical  index  at  the  front  of  the  volume. 
Michael  was  Chief  Clerk  from  1897-1905;  most  of 
his  letters  are  to  private  individuals,  and  some 
concern  political  affairs  in  his  home  State  of 
Nebraska.  A  report  of  the  Chief  Clerk,  Mar.  27, 
1897  (1  vol.,  1/2  in.),  with  appended  reports  of 
bureau  chiefs,  the  solicitor,  the  translator,  and  the 
appointment  clerk,  presents  a  history  of  the 
establishment,  personnel,  organization,  and  operations 
of  the  Department  of  State. 


CARTOGRAPHIC  AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC 
RECORDS 

59.170  The  cartographic  records  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  State  number  more  than  3,300  items,  but 
only  2  of  these  are  relevant  to  this  chapter:  an  1844 
map  of  Texas  and  a  facsimile  of  J.  Disturnell’s  1847 
map  of  Mexico,  which  the  negotiators  of  the  Treaty 
of  Guadalupe  Hildalgo,  1848,  used  to  define  the 
boundary  line  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States 
following  the  Mexican  War. 

59.171  Photographic  prints,  drawings,  litho¬ 
graphs,  and  daguerreotypes  relating  to  diplomacy  and 
international  relations,  ca.  1783-1955,  include 
pictures  of  department  officials,  early  American 
statesmen,  foreign  dignitaries,  treaty  ceremonies, 
international  conferences,  U.S.  consulates,  and  U.S. 
exhibits  at  several  expositions  (DA,  M).  Also 
included  are  views  of  St.  Louis,  MO,  and  other 
cities,  ca.  1870-80  (HB). 
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Record  Group  76 

RECORDS  OF  BOUNDARY  AND  CLAIMS  COMMISSIONS  AND  ARBITRATIONS 


The  narrative  of  the  connexion  which  different  individuals  have  had  with  the  Boundary  Commission  would  no  doubt 
be  instructive,  but  the  commission  organized  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hildalgo  was  changed  so  frequently,  and 
the  controversies  between  different  members  of  the  commission  were  so  acrimonious,  as  to  make  the  task  both 
complicated  and  unpleasant,  and  the  execution  of  it  might,  perhaps,  be  attended  with  injustice. 

William  H.  Emory,  Report  on  United  States  and  Mexican  Boundary  Survey,  Vol.  1, 
p.  1  (H.  Ex.  Doc.  135,  34th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  Serial  861). 


Introduction 

76.1  This  collective  record  group  was  established 
for  segregated  files  relating  to  international  bound¬ 
aries,  claims,  and  arbitrations,  as  received  from  the 
Department  of  State  and  international  commissions. 

76.2  The  boundaries  of  the  United  States  have 
been  defined  and  described  by  treaties  and  conven¬ 
tions  with  Great  Britain,  France,  Russia,  Spain, 
Mexico,  and  the  Republic  of  Texas.  Disputed  points 
concerning  the  boundaries  have  been  resolved  by 
deliberation  of  joint  international  comriiissions, 
arbitration  before  a  neutral  party,  and,  in  at  least  one 
case,  direct  diplomatic  negotiation.  Since  1910  all  of 
the  international  boundary  lines  of  the  United  States 
have  been  under  the  jurisdiction  of  permanent  bound¬ 
ary  commissions. 

76.3  Claims  of  American  citizens  against  foreign 
governments  and  claims  of  foreign  nationals  against 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  have  usually 
been  settled  by  claims  commissions,  arbitration,  or 
outright  award  as  directed  by  terms  of  treaties, 
conventions,  or  other  international  acts.  Most  of  the 
claims  commissions  have  been  international  commis¬ 
sions  created  by  two  or  more  countries,  but  domestic 
claims  commissions  have  also  been  established  to 
distribute  to  claimant  citizens  lump-sum  indemnities 
received  from  foreign  countries  following  diplomatic 
negotiations. 

76.4  The  United  States  has  participated  in 
arbitrations  in  two  ways:  as  an  arbitrator  and  as  a 
party  in  the  dispute. 

76.5  Other  records  relating  to  boundaries,  claims, 
and  international  arbitrations  are  among  general 
records  of  the  Department  of  State  (see  RG  59). 

76.6  Editorial  note:  In  general,  records  that 
originated  after  1912  are  not  described  here.  Series 


consisting  of  records  that  originated  prior  to  1913  but 
extending  beyond  that  date  are  described  in  their 
entirety;  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  determine  what 
part  of  the  series  relates  to  the  pre-1913  period. 
Exceptions  to  the  cutoff  date  are  the  records  of 
commissions  established  after  1912  to  settle  U.S.- 
Mexican  claims  filed  in  the  19th  century.  Unless  it 
is  otherwise  indicated,  it  should  be  assumed  that  each 
series  of  records  described  below  is  arranged  chrono¬ 
logically.  Most  photographic  records  are  identified 
by  alphabetic  collection  designators  instead  of  series 
titles.  The  designators  are  shown  in  parentheses. 

RECORDS  RELATING  TO 
INTERNATIONAL  BOUNDARIES 

76.7  Definitions  of  the  international  boundaries  of 
the  United  States  were  not  always  accurate  because 
they  were  often  based  on  insufficient  data.  Unsatis¬ 
factory  boundary  descriptions  resulted  in  friction 
between  the  United  States  and  the  countries  of  Great 
Britain,  Spain,  and  Mexico.  In  some  cases  border 
incidents  necessitated  the  dispatching  of  troops  to  the 
areas  in  dispute. 

76.8  Various  methods  were  used  to  settle  the 
many  conflicts  that  arose  over  the  inaccurate  defini¬ 
tions  of  the  U.S.  boundaries.  Such  boundary  disputes 
were  usually  settled  through  international  commis¬ 
sions  established  by  a  convention  or  treaty  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  sections  of  the  boundary  line  in  question. 
Commissions  consisted  of  two  commissioners-one 
representing  each  nation—and,  in  some  cases,  a 
mutually  agreed  upon  third  commissioner.  Frequent¬ 
ly,  each  government  also  appointed  an  agent  to 
present  its  claim  with  supporting  documents  to  the 
commission.  When  a  decision  was  reached,  the 
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commission  would  permanently  fix  the  boundary  line. 
If  a  commission  failed  to  reach  a  decision,  the 
boundary  question  was  either  submitted  to  a  neutral 
arbitrator  or  was  settled  by  direct  diplomatic  negotia¬ 
tions.  Once  a  section  of  the  boundary  line  was 
permanently  fixed,  a  joint  commission  was  appointed 
to  survey  and  mark  the  line. 

76.9  For  the  most  part,  this  description  of  the 
pre-1913  records  relating  to  the  western  portion  of 
the  United  States-Canadian  border  mirrors  the  ar¬ 
rangement  of  the  records.  Records  of  the  numerous 
early  commissions  are  filed  geographically  according 
to  the  section  of  the  boundary  involved.  The  relevant 
geographic  designations  are  the  "northern  boundary," 
beginning  at  the  St.  Lawrence  River  and  extending  to 
the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  the  "north¬ 
west  boundary,"  extending  from  the  crest  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  including 
both  land  and  water  sections.  Records  of  the  U.S. 
Sections  of  the  commissions  established  after  1900 
are  filed  under  the  name  of  the  commission:  the 
International  Boundary  Commission,  United  States 
and  Canada;  the  International  Waterways  Commis¬ 
sion,  United  States  and  Canada;  and  the  International 
Joint  Commission,  United  States  and  Canada.  The 
geographic  designations  used  in  filing  the  records  of 
the  earlier  commissions  are  used  to  establish  sub¬ 
groups  for  the  records  of  the  International  Boundary 
Commission. 

76.10  Relatively  few  commissions  were  required 
to  establish  the  boundary  lines  between  the  United 
States  and  its  southern  neighbors,  Texas  and  Mexico. 
The  records  are  described  under  the  names  of  the 
commissions:  the  Commission  to  Mark  the  United 
States-Texas  Boundary;  the  United  States  and  Mexi¬ 
can  Boundary  Commission;  the  International  Bound¬ 
ary  Commission,  United  States  and  Mexico;  and  the 
International  (Water)  Boundary  Commission. 

76.11  The  records  of  the  various  boundary 
commissions  and  other  groups  that  established  the 
northern  and  southern  borders  of  the  United  States 
are  described  at  length  in  Preliminary  Inventory  of  the 
Records  Relating  to  International  Boundaries  (PI 
170),  Daniel  T.  Goggin,  compiler. 

76.12  Individual  documents  and  maps  for  all  but 
a  few  of  the  commissions  can  be  identified  by  using 
a  list  and  index  of  boundary  documents  and  maps 
(6  ft.)  that  were  maintained  on  3-  by  5-inch  cards  by 
the  Department  of  State  and  later  allocated  to  this 
record  group.  The  cards  for  both  groups— documents 
and  maps— are  arranged  by  geographic  section  and 


thereunder  chronologically  by  date  of  commission  or 
arbitration.  In  some  instances,  the  cards  also  serve 
as  an  index  to  correspondence  found  among  the 
boundary  records  as  well  as  to  maps  found  among  the 
textual  records.  The  index  cards  are  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically  by  name  of  correspondent  or  addressee,  or 
by  subject  of  map,  within  the  overall  arrangement. 

The  United  States-Canadian  Border 

The  Northern  Boundary:  St.  Lawrence  River  to 
Lake  of  the  Woods 

Commissions  established  under  articles  VI 

AND  vn  OF  THE  TREATY  OF  GHENT 

76.13  Article  II  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  defined 
the  boundary  of  the  United  States  with  Canada.  Part 
of  the  section  of  the  boundary  now  commonly  known 
as  the  "northern  boundary"  was  to  be  set  chiefly  by 
waterways  extending  from  the  St.  Lawrence  River  in 
the  east,  through  Lakes  Ontario,  Erie  and  Huron,  and 
their  river  connections  to  Lake  Superior,  then  north¬ 
westerly*  through  Lake  Superior  to  the  north  of  Isle 
Royale,  then  westward  through  the  rivers  and  lakes 
connecting  Lake  Superior  with  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
through  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  its  "most  northwestern 
point,"  then  directly  west  to  the  Mississippi  River, 
which  was  to  form  the  western  boundary  of  the 
United  States. 

76.14  The  treaty’s  delineation  of  the  northern 
boundary  gave  rise  to  certain  boundary  claims  on  the 
part  of  both  governments,  particularly  when  it  be¬ 
came  known  that  the  Mississippi  River  did  not  extend 
as  far  north  as  Lake  of  the  Woods.  These  boundary 
problems  were  addressed  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  on  December  24,  1814,  ending  the  War  of 
1812.  Commissions  established  under  Articles  VI 
and  VII  of  this  treaty  were  to  determine  and  set  the 
northern  boundary  from  the  St.  Lawrence  River  to 
the  northwestemmost  point  of  Lake  of  the  Woods. 

76.15  Article  VI  provided  for  a  commission  to 
settle  the  boundary  dispute  along  the  line  drawn  from 
the  point  where  the  45 di  degree  of  north  latitude 
strikes  the  St.  Lawrence  River  to  the  water  communi¬ 
cation  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior. 
Article  VII  of  the  treaty  provided  that  the  same 
commissioners  who  were  to  execute  the  terms  of 
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article  VI  were  to  settle  the  problems  along  the 
section  of  boundary  extending  from  the  water  com¬ 
munication  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior 
to  the  northwesteramost  point  of  Lake  of  the  Woods. 
This  article  also  provided  that  if  a  settlement  could 
not  be  reached,  the  boundary  question  was  to  be 
submitted  to  an  arbitrator. 

76.16  The  Commissioners  were  appointed  in 
1816,  but  it  was  1822  before  they  issued  their  joint 
declaration  concerning  the  settlement  of  the  boundary 
line  under  the  terms  of  article  VI.  The  Commission¬ 
ers  then  instructed  the  surveyors  to  proceed  with 
work  on  that  part  of  the  boundary  described  in  article 
VII.  The  surveyors  completed  dieir  report  in  October 
1824,  but  die  Commissioners,  after  considering  the 
claims  and  supporting  documents,  failed  to  reach  a 
conclusion  on  two  points,  one  of  which  was  the 
location  of  the  line  between  Lake  Superior  and 
Chaudiere  Falls  situated  between  Namakan  and  Rainy 
Lakes.  On  October  23,  1826,  the  Commissioners 
decided  they  would  issue  a  declaration  concerning 
that  part  of  the  boundary  agreed  upon  and  issue 
separate  reports  on  their  points  of  disagreement  as 
required  by  the  treaty.  The  Commissioners  met  again 
on  October  22,  1827,  and  after  exchanging  their 
separate  reports,  adjourned  for  the  last  time  on 
December  24,  1827. 

76.17  The  two  governments  did  not  submit  die 
disputed  boundary  questions  to  an  arbitrator  as  die 
treaty  of  1814  had  provided.  Consequently,  the  part 
of  the  boundary  line  addressed  in  article  VII  was  not 
permanently  fixed  until  the  1842  signing  of  the 
Webster-Ashburton  Treaty,  which  provided  that  die 
boundary  was  to  be  drawn  along  those  parts  of  the 
northern  boundary  that  had  been  mutually  decided 
upon  by  the  Commissioners,  and  that  the  parts  the 
Commissioners  had  not  been  able  to  agree  on  were  to 
be  settled  by  compromise,  with  Pigeon  River  desig¬ 
nated  as  the  water  communication  between  Lake 
Superior  and  Chaudiere  Falls. 

76.18  The  records  produced  by  die  Commission 
under  article  VII  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  consist 
primarily  of  documents  received  by  the  Department 
of  State  from  the  U.S.  Agent  and  the  U.S.  Commis¬ 
sioner  while  the  Commission  was  operating.  Techni¬ 
cally,  therefore,  although  die  records  discussed  here 
originated  with  the  Commission  they  are  considered 
to  be  records  of  the  Department  of  State,  not  of  the 
Commissioner  or  Agent;  they  were  gleaned  from  the 
files  of  the  Department  of  State  and  assembled  to 
form  die  collection  described  below.  The  list  and 


index  described  in  76.12  serve  as  a  finding  aid  to 
these  documents. 

76.19  The  records  for  the  Commission  under 
article  VII  (ca.  1  ft.)  consist  primarily  of  reports, 
correspondence,  and  maps.  No  complete  set  of  the 
manuscript  proceedings  of  die  Commission  is  found 
among  the  boundary  records  in  the  National  Ar¬ 
chives.  However,  part  of  the  Commission’s  existence 
is  documented  by  a  photostatic  copy  of  the  journal  of 
proceedings  for  the  period  February  16,  1824- 
October  17,  1826  (1/4  in.),  obtained  from  the  Public 
Record  Office  in  London.  The  copy  was  donated  to 
the  State  Department  by  the  Carnegie  Endowment  for 
International  Peace. 

76.20  A  composite  series  identified  as  boundary 
claims,  arguments,  and  miscellaneous  documents, 
1818-26  (2  in.),  is  made  up  of  31  small  files,  many 
of  which  consist  of  a  single  document.  Included  are 
claims,  objections,  and  arguments  submitted  by  the 
U.S.  and  British  agents,  reports  from  surveyors, 
some  correspondence  between  the  Commissioners, 
and  items  such  as  a  printed  copy  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent  and  a  copy  of  the  British  Commissioner’s 
commission.  Other  records  are  signed  copies  of  the 
report  of  the  British  Commissioner  on  article  VII, 
Oct.  25,  1827  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  and  the  report  of  the 
U.S.  Commissioner  on  article  VII,  Dec.  12,  1827 
(1  vol.,  1/2  in.),  both  of  which  the  U.S.  Agent 
submitted  to  the  Department  of  State  on  February  26, 
1828. 

76.21  Correspondence  from  the  State  Department 
files  includes  letters  received  from  the  U.S.  Com¬ 
missioner,  1815-28  (2  in.),  which  present  the  Com¬ 
missioner’s  views  on  the  British  boundary  claims  and 
his  disagreement  with  die  British  Commissioner 
relating  to  article  VII  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent;  letters 
received  from  the  U.S.  Agents,  1816-28  (4  in.), 
which  contain  information  on  die  progress  and 
activities  of  the  Commissions  and  the  surveys  con¬ 
ducted  for  die  Commissions;  and  miscellaneous 
records  relating  to  expenses  of  the  Commissioners, 
1816-23  (3/4  in.) 

76.22  Odier  textual  records  include  oaths  of 
office,  1814-24  (1/4  in.),  filed  by  surveyors,  astrono¬ 
mers,  draughtsmen,  secretaries,  and  other  officials 
appointed  by  die  Commissions,  and  a  printed  copy  of 
President  Martin  Van  Buren’s  report  to  Congress, 
1838  (1  vol.,  1/2  in.),  concerning  the  Commission. 
His  report,  which  included  copies  of  documents  and 
reports,  was  published  as  H.  Doc.  451,  25th 
Congress,  2d  session  (Serial  331-1). 
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76.23  Among  the  cartographic  materials  produced 
for  the  Commission  are  reproductions  of  the  maps 
accompanying  the  U.S.  Commissioner’s  report 
under  articles  VI  and  VII  (129  items),  and  a  series 
of  original,  traced,  and  lithographed  copies  of  36 
maps  compiled  from  surveys  under  article  VII, 
including  those  maps  approved  by  Daniel  Webster 
and  Lord  Ashburton  in  1842  (93  items). 

76.24  A  miscellaneous  reference  item  concerning 
this  section  of  the  boundary  is  a  copy  of  a  report  on 
the  Minnesota-Ontario  border,  1903  (1/4  in.), 
prepared  by  A.J.  Brabazon  in  1897  for  the  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey  on  the  northern  boundary  from 
Pigeon  River  to  Chaudiere  Falls.  This  report  is  filed 
after  the  records  of  the  Northern  Boundary  Commis¬ 
sion  described  below. 

The  Northern  Boundary:  Lake  of  the  Woods  to 
the  Rocky  Mountains 

Northern  Boundary  Commission,  1872-76 

76.25  Article  II  of  the  convention  concluded 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  on 
October  20,  1818,  defined  the  northern  boundary 
from  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  crest  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  using  the  49th  parallel  as  "the  line  of 
demarkation  between  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  and  those  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,"  but  no 
formal  boundary  commission  was  established  to 
survey  and  mark  the  boundary.  After  U.S.  engineers 
discovered  in  1870  that  the  49th  parallel  of  north 
latitude  had  been  erroneously  marked,  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  the  British  Minister  at  Washington 
exchanged  notes  agreeing  to  the  establishment  of  a 
joint  commission  to  survey  and  mark  the  northern 
boundary  from  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  summit  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains.  Congress  passed  the  act  of 
March  19,  1872  (17  Stat.  45),  authorizing  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  what  would  become  the  Northern  Bound¬ 
ary  Commission  and  specifying  that  the  survey  be 
conducted  exclusively  by  "engineers  in  the  regular 
service  of  the  United  States." 

76.26  The  survey  began  in  the  late  summer  of 
1872,  and  the  U.S.  and  British  Commissioners  held 
their  first  meeting  on  September  18,  1872.  Although 
the  survey  took  nearly  four  years  to  complete,  the 
only  major  difference  of  opinion  came  over  the  exact 
location  of  the  northwestemmost  point  of  Lake  of  the 
Woods.  At  their  final  meeting  on  May  29,  1876,  the 


Commissioners  approved  the  data  compiled  by  the 
surveyors  and  astronomers. 

76.27  The  records  relating  to  the  marking  of  the 
boundary  between  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  the  Rocky 
Mountains  consist  of  a  small  quantity  of  material 
concerning  the  convention  of  1818,  and  administra¬ 
tive  and  scientific  records  created  by  the  Northern 
Boundary  Commission  (12  ft.). 

76.28  The  documents  relating  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion  of  October  20, 1818  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  which  range 
in  time  from  1816  to  1819,  were  gathered  together, 
arranged  chronologically,  and  bound.  These  records 
consist  chiefly  of  copies  or  abstracts  of  instructions  to 
and  despatches  from  the  U.S.  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  London,  but  also 
include  drafts  of  the  convention  agreement  and  of 
notes  exchanged  between  the  U.S.  Minister  at  Lon¬ 
don  and  the  British  Foreign  Office. 

76.29  The  administrative  records  of  the  Northern 
Boundary  Commission  consist  mainly  of  the  final 
report,  correspondence,  and  fiscal  records.  The  final 
report  of  the  U.S.  Commissioner,  1878  (1  vol.,  2 
in.),  provides  a  detailed  explanation  of  the  operation 
and  progress  of  the  survey,  and  includes  lists  of  the 
boundary  markers  and  copies  of  the  reports  of  the 
U.S.  surveyors  and  astronomers.  The  State  Depart¬ 
ment  published  the  report  under  the  lengthy  title 
Reports  Upon  the  Survey  of  the  Boundary  Between 
the  Territory  of  the  United  States  and  the  Possessions 
of  Great  Britain  From  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the 
Summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  (1878). 

76.30  Letters  received  by  the  U.S.  Commis¬ 
sioner,  1872-76  (3  in.),  from  the  Departments  of 
State  and  War,  the  British  Commissioner,  U.S.  firms, 
and  members  of  the  U.S.  Section  of  the  Commission 
were  recorded  by  date  of  receipt  in  a  register  of 
letters  received  by  the  U.S.  Commissioner,  1872-76 
(1  vol.,  1  in.),  which  is  indexed  by  name  of  corre¬ 
spondent.  The  volume  of  letters  sent  by  the  U.S. 
Commissioner,  June  13, 1872-Nov.  17, 1876  (1  vol. 
2  in.),  includes  an  index  to  the  names  of  the  address¬ 
ees.  Copies  of  many  of  the  enclosures  transmitted  by 
the  letters  sent  are  included  in  the  volume.  Also 
included  are  a  few  letters  received  by  the  U.S. 
Surveyor,  1874-75  (1/2  in.),  mostly  from  the  British 
surveyor.  Fiscal  records  consist  of  one  volume  of 
abstracts  of  disbursements,  1872-76  (1  in.). 

76.31  Scientific  records  constitute  the  bulk  of  the 
documentation  produced  by  the  Commission.  The 
officer  in  charge  of  the  survey  teams  regularly 
submitted  reports  on  surveys,  1873-74  (3/4  in.),  to 
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inform  the  chief  astronomer  of  the  progress  and 
findings  of  the  surveys.  Survey  journals,  1872-74  (4 
vols.,  3  in.),  provide  narrative  accounts  of  the 
surveys  conducted  and  of  the  organization  and  prog¬ 
ress  of  the  survey  teams. 

76.32  Topographical  notes  on  surveys,  1872-74 
(57  vols.,  3  ft.),  identify  the  surveyor  and  the  camp 
or  station  from  which  the  survey  was  conducted,  and 
provide  sketches  of  the  terrain  surveyed.  The  vol¬ 
umes  are  arranged  numerically  within  the  following 
chronological  groups:  1872,  1873-74  and  1874. 
Topographical  drawings  are  also  found  in  reconnais¬ 
sance  notes,  1873-74  (12  vols.,  7  in.). 

76.33  Chain  notes,  1872-74  (6  vols.,  4  in.), 
record  distances  between  specified  points,  usually 
places  where  a  monument  or  marker  was  to  be 
erected  to  indicate  the  boundary  line.  Information 
about  the  monuments  and  their  locations  is  given  in 
three  lists  of  monuments,  1875  (1/2  in.).  A  fourth 
document  lists  the  astronomical  stations. 

76.34  Much  of  the  scientific  work  accomplished 
by  the  surveyors  and  astronomers  is  summarized  in 
topographical  and  astronomical  reports  and  com¬ 
putations,  1872-75  (1  ft.),  consisting  of  computations 
based  on  observations  in  the  field  and  "smooth" 
reports  presenting  the  results  of  the  computations  and 
some  of  the  topographical  and  astronomical  data 
transcribed  from  fieldbooks.  The  series  is  arranged 
by  type  of  survey  or  observation,  thereunder  by 
computation  or  "smooth"  report,  and  thereunder 
chronologically. 

76.35  The  computations  and  "smooth"  reports 
were  based  on  data  contained  in  numerous  fieldbooks 
prepared  by  the  Commission’s  astronomers  and 
surveyors.  These  fieldbooks,  which  are  described  in 
Preliminary  Inventory  170  (entries  164-176),  com¬ 
prise  several  series  of  astronomical  observations  and 
related  data  and  some  meteorological  observations 
recorded  in  96  volumes  (ca.  5  ft.)  covering  the  period 
1872-74.  Some  astronomical  readings  were  made 
using  zenith  telescopes;  others  employed  sextants  and 
a  transit  instrument.  A  separate  series  of  miscella¬ 
neous  fieldbooks,  1872,  1874-76  (7  vols.,  4  in.), 
includes  volumes  containing  data  on  the  triangulation 
of  Chief  Mountain  Lake,  1874;  observations  made  at 
Fort  Shaw,  Montana  Territory,  1875;  and  a  "draught¬ 
smen  timebook,"  1874-76,  which  apparently  records 
the  time  schedule  for  the  preparation  of  survey  maps. 

76.36  Miscellaneous  field  reconnaissance  and 
compilation  sheets,  1872-76  (176  items),  include 
manuscript  maps;  sketches  of  Lake  of  the  Woods, 


particularly  of  its  northwest  comer;  triangulation 
sketches;  field  plots;  and  sketches  of  local  areas 
showing  routes  of  the  U.S.  survey  parties,  and  their 
stations,  camps,  and  depots.  Joint  maps,  1876  (59 
items),  include  manuscript  compilation  maps,  signed 
by  both  the  U.S.  and  British  Commissioners,  incorpo¬ 
rating  information  from  British  surveys  north  of  the 
boundary  line  and  U.S.  surveys  south  of  the  boundary 
line.  Preliminary  maps,  1872-76  (137  items), 
include  manuscript  copies  of  U.S.  preliminary  maps 
1  through  44  (and  the  related  index  map),  and  traced 
copies  of  the  British  preliminary  maps  7  through  44 
(and  the  related  index  map).  A  list  of  maps  and 
related  survey  records,  1876  (1/2  in.),  arranged  by 
map  number,  gives  for  each  preliminary  map  the 
longitude,  a  brief  description  of  the  contents  of  the 
map,  the  names  of  the  surveyors  and  astronomers, 
citations  to  the  fieldbooks  upon  which  the  map  was 
based,  and  the  number  of  the  field  plots. 

76.37  The  survey  parties  were  accompanied  by 
soldiers  attached  to  a  military  unit  called  the  Northern 
Boundary  Survey  Commission  Escort.  The  records 
of  this  unit,  1873-76,  are  among  the  field  records  of 
the  Department  of  Dakota  in  Record  Group  393, 
Records  of  the  U.S.  Army  Continental  Commands, 
1821-1920. 

Northwest  Boundary:  Summit  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  to  the  Pacific  Ocean 

Northwest  boundary  Commission,  1857-61 

76.38  A  long  history  of  diplomatic  negotiations 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  preceded 
the  final  determination  of  the  northwest  boundary  of 
the  United  States.  A  treaty  concluded  between  the 
two  countries  on  June  15,  1846,  finally  fixed  the  land 
boundary  at  the  49th  parallel  of  north  latitude,  from 
the  crest  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  due  west  to  the 
edge  of  the  continent.  However,  the  treaty’s  poorly 
defined  description  of  the  boundary  through  the 
navigable  waters  separating  the  continent  from 
Vancouver  Island,  led  to  further  friction. 

76.39  The  1846  treaty  made  no  provision  for 
surveying  and  marking  the  newly  defined  boundary 
line.  Ten  years  elapsed  before  positive  action  was 
taken  although  the  natural  resources  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest  attracted  thousands  of  emigrants  from 
Canada  and  the  United  States  to  the  region.  On 
August  11,  1856,  Congress  passed  an  act  that 
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provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner  and 
a  chief  astronomer  and  surveyor  to  work  with  similar 
officers  appointed  by  Great  Britain  in  surveying  and 
marking  the  land  and  water  boundary. 

76.40  When  the  Commission  established  under 
the  act  of  Congress  of  August  11,  1856,  convened  in 
June  1857,  it  was  found  that  the  British  Commis¬ 
sioner  had  been  authorized  to  determine  only  the 
water  boundary.  Although  they  met  several  times, 
the  Commissioners  were  unable  to  reach  an 
agreement  on  that  section  of  the  boundary.  After  his 
last  meeting  on  the  water  boundary  was  held  in 
December  1857,  the  U.S.  Commissioner  was  able  to 
concentrate  on  the  determination  of  the  land 
boundary.  It  was  not  until  1872  that  the  water 
boundary  dispute  was  settled  by  arbitration. 

76.41  Meanwhile,  the  British  Government  had 
appointed  a  special  Commissioner  and  a  second  chief 
astronomer  and  surveyor  to  work  with  the  U.S. 
Commissioner  and  other  U.S.  officials  on  the  land 
boundary.  The  Commission’s  last  meeting  on  this 
section  of  the  northwest  boundary  was  held  in  May 
1869,  before  the  actual  surveying  work  was  complet¬ 
ed. 

76.42  The  final  report  of  the  U.S.  Commissioner 
is  not  among  the  boundary  records  of  the  Department 
of  State  in  the  National  Archives.  Records  indicate 
that  the  report  has  been  missing  from  the  State 
Department  files  since  the  late  19th  century. 

76.43  The  Commission’s  records  (12  ft.)  relate  to 
the  work  of  surveying  and  marking  the  northwest 
land  boundary  and  to  the  proposals  and  counterpro¬ 
posals  of  the  two  governments  concerning  the  north¬ 
west  water  boundary.  They  are  divided  into  three 
groups:  the  proceedings  and  maps  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  records  created  or  accumulated  by  the  U.S. 
Commissioner,  and  records  maintained  or  received  by 
the  Department  of  State  relating  to  the  northwest 
boundary. 

Records  of  the  Commission 

76.44  The  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners, 
1857-58,  1860,  1869  (1  vol.  and  unbound  papers,  1 
in.),  consist  of  bound  and  unbound  copies  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  meetings  of  the  U.S.  and  British 
Commissioners.  Also  included  in  the  volume  are 
copies  of  letters  exchanged  between  the  Commission¬ 
ers  concerning  the  claims  of  their  governments  and 
their  own  powers  and  authorities.  Manuscript  maps 
signed  by  the  U.S.  and  British  Commissioners, 


1857-66  (19  items),  include  a  general  map  of  the 
boundary  in  two  sheets— an  "Eastern"  sheet  and  a 
"Western"  sheet,  showing  western  Montana,  northern 
Idaho,  and  Washington  in  1866— and  a  10-sheet  map 
covering  in  greater  detail  the  boundary  from  the 
summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
Also  available  is  one  volume  of  British  maps,  1869 
(25  items). 

Records  of  the  U.S.  Commissioner 

76.45  Letters  received  by  the  U.S.  Commis¬ 
sioner,  1855-69  (3  in.),  concern  the  work  and  prog¬ 
ress  of  the  Commission  and  relate  to  the  organization 
of  certain  survey  teams,  and  to  supplies,  expenses, 
the  San  Juan  Island  dispute,  report  preparation, 
meetings,  and  similar  matters.  The  letters  are  ar¬ 
ranged  by  subject  or  name  of  correspondent  and 
thereunder  chronologically.  A  note  at  the  beginning 
of  the  register  of  letters  received,  1857-69  (1  in.), 
states  that  the  U.S.  Commissioner  kept  the  letters 
received  from  the  Department  of  State  and  letters 
relating  to  accounts.  Each  volume  of  the  letters  sent 
by  the  U.S.  Commissioner,  1857-69  (2  vols.,  3  in.), 
is  indexed  by  name  of  addressee.  These  records  have 
been  reproduced  in  National  Archives  Microfilm 
Publication  T606  (4  rolls). 

76.46  Narrative  reports  on  surveys,  1857-66  (3 
in.),  prepared  by  the  surveyor-in-charge,  provide 
detailed  descriptions  of  the  terrain  and  geographical 
areas  surveyed,  organization  of  the  survey  teams,  and 
progress  of  the  surveys.  The  reports  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  surveyor-in-charge  and 
thereunder  the  chronologically.  A  report  on  the 
survey  of  the  49th  parallel,  1861  (1/4  in.),  contains 
data  for  each  observation  station  along  the  49th 
parallel  from  the  ".  .  .  end  of  the  Statapoosten  line 
eastward  to  the  Columbia  River. " 

76.47  Journals  of  exploring  surveys,  1854-58  (7 
vols.,  3  in.),  provide  narrative  accounts  of  several 
surveys  along  the  northwest  boundary  line.  Included 
are  three  volumes,  1854-56,  of  a  journal  maintained 
by  George  Gibbs,  the  ethnologist,  while  he  was  in 
Washington  and  Oregon  Territories.  These  volumes 
contain  information  on  Indian  tribes,  Indian  languag¬ 
es,  terrain,  and  weather  conditions,  as  well  as  various 
drawings.  Also  among  the  records  are  several  lists 
of  Indian  words  (1/4  in.),  showing  adopted  spellings 
of  Indian  names  of  geographic  areas  and  camp  sites 
and,  in  some  cases,  phonetic  pronunciations  as  well 
as  the  English  meanings. 
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76.48  Special  survey  books,  1857-60  (29  vols., 
1  ft.),  which  usually  include  drawings  and  provide  a 
brief  narrative  account  of  the  special  exploring 
surveys  along  the  northwest  boundary  line,  also 
provide  station  numbers,  direction  of  survey  course, 
and  chain  distances  between  stations.  Various  other 
kinds  of  scientific  data  are  recorded  in  143  fieldbooks 
covering  the  years  1853  and  1857-63.  Included  are 
topographical  and  chain  notes;  reconnaissance  books; 
triangulation  data;  chronometer,  magnetic,  and 
astronomical  observations;  and  lists  of  stars.  These 
records  are  described  in  Preliminary  Inventory  170, 
entries  200-207  and  209-212. 

76.49  Unbound  records  of  a  technical  nature 
include  miscellaneous  survey  papers,  1859-60  (2 
in.),  consisting  of  rough  notes  on  observations,  with 
transits,  computations,  and  meteorological  observa¬ 
tions;  miscellaneous  computations,  1857-63  (3  ft.), 
based  on  data  collected  in  the  various  series  of 
fieldbooks;  and  computations  for  bar  heights  (1/4 
in.)  to  determine  elevations  above  sea  level.  Also 
included  are  eclipse  observations,  1860  (1/2  in.), 
consisting  of  numerical  data  and  a  narrative  account 
of  the  eclipse  of  the  sun  on  July  17,  1860,  compiled 
by  the  U.S.  Section  of  the  northwest  boundary  survey 
at  Camp  Mooyie,  near  what  is  now  the  boundary  of 
Idaho. 

76.50  Cartographic  records  include  maps  show¬ 
ing  land  claims  (11  items)  including  those  of  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  Co.  at  Colville,  Washington  Territory, 
and  the  Puget’s  Sound  Agricultural  Co.  on  the 
Nisqually  and  Cowlitz  Rivers.  Manuscript  field 
maps,  1857-62  (ca.  600  items),  show  camp  grounds, 
triangulation  lines,  terrain,  river  surveys,  and  place 
names.  Some  of  these  maps  were  carefully  drafted 
by  George  Gibbs,  H.  Custer,  and  Clinton  Gardiner, 
but  most  are  rough  sketches.  Also  included  are 
miscellaneous  maps,  1857-63  (8  items);  maps  and 
charts  of  the  water  areas  between  Point  Roberts 
and  the  Pacific  Ocean  (19  items);  and  maps  relating 
to  controversies  over  the  boundary  in  Washington 
Sound  and  the  Gulf  of  Georgia,  1868  (3  items). 

76.51  Watercolors  of  landscape  views  of  the 
area  along  the  northwest  boundary,  1857-62  (66 
items),  painted  by  James  M.  Alden,  are  filed  with  the 
cartographic  records.  Appendix  I  in  Preliminary 
Inventory  170  is  a  "List  of  Watercolor  Views  and 
Landscape  Sketches  Along  the  Northwest  Boundary. " 
A  set  of  seven  photographs  of  the  boundary  mark¬ 
ers,  1860-61  (NW),  erected  under  the  treaty  of  1846, 
is  filed  with  the  photographic  records. 


Records  of  the  Department  of  State 

76.52  Copies  of  many  of  the  letters  received  by 
the  Department  of  State,  1857-67  (3  in.),  from  the 
U.S.  Commissioner  regarding  the  work  and  progress 
of  the  boundary  survey  are  found  in  the  volumes  of 
letters  sent  (76.45),  but  this  series  of  original  letters 
includes  the  enclosures  forwarded  by  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  to  tire  Department.  Among  the  enclosures  are 
maps,  copies  of  survey  reports,  and  copies  of  letters 
received  by  the  Commissioner.  Letters  concerning 
San  Juan  Island,  1859,  1868  (3  in.),  consist  mostly 
of  documents  that  were  removed  from  the  series  of 
letters  received  and  used  to  prepare  a  special  report 
to  the  U.S.  Senate  concerning  the  island.  The  letters 
and  enclosures  were  published  in  S.  Ex.  Doc.  29, 
40th  Congress,  2d  session  (Serial  1316).  The  docu¬ 
ments  are  arranged  in  the  order  in  which  they  appear 
in  the  congressional  document.  Miscellaneous 
correspondence,  1857-58,  1867,  1869  (negligible), 
consists  of  several  letters  exchanged  between  the  U.S. 
Commissioner  and  the  Department  of  State.  The 
subjects  include  the  first  meeting  of  the  U.S.  and 
British  Commissioners  and  the  finding  of  gold  in 
Washington  Territory. 

76.53  The  Department  files  also  include  letters 
of  acceptance  and  oaths  of  allegiance,  1856-61  (1/4 
in.),  from  persons  accepting  appointments  to  serve  on 
the  U.S.  Section  of  the  survey;  an  1854  estimate  of 
the  survey  cost  for  one  year;  a  copy  of  a  speech 
concerning  the  northwest  boundary  survey,  deliv¬ 
ered  in  the  U.S.  Senate  on  August  18,  1842,  by 
Senator  Thomas  Hart  Benton,  who  was  opposed  to 
the  Webster-Ashburton  Treaty;  and  a  study  on 
northwest  explorations  and  migrations  (1  in.), 
based  heavily  on  the  findings  of  Capt.  John  Palliser, 
a  British  explorer,  who,  from  1857  to  1859,  explored 
the  area  "...  which  lies  between  the  northern  branch 
of  the  River  Saskatchewan  and  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States;  and  between  the  Red  River  and  Rocky 
Mountains."  The  study  contains  information  on 
explorations  for  overland  trails,  routes  for  railroads, 
and  navigable  rivers,  and  touches  upon  the  discovery 
of  gold  and  the  mass  migrations  to  the  west  and 
northwest. 

Northwest  Water  Boundary  Arbitration, 
1871-73 

76.54  Direct  diplomatic  negotiations  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  the  1857  bound- 
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ary  commission  had  failed  to  settle  the  dispute  over 
the  location  of  the  northwest  water  boundary,  but  on 
May  8,  1871,  the  two  countries  concluded  the  Treaty 
of  Washington,  which  provided  for  the  means  to 
arbitrate  the  question.  Article  XXXIV  of  the  treaty 
stipulated  that  the  contracting  powers  submit  the 
boundary  question  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany  for 
arbitration,  and  article  XXXV  stated  that  his  decision 
"...  shall  be  considered  as  absolutely  final  and 
conclusive.  ..."  The  U.S.  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Berlin  presented  the  case 
of  the  United  States  on  December  12,  1871.  Great 
Britain’s  case  was  presented  three  days  later. 

76.55  At  stake  in  the  dispute  was  the  ownership 
of  the  San  Juan  Islands  group,  located  between  the 
continent  and  Vancouver  Island.  The  group  consisted 
of  three  large  islands,  San  Juan,  Lopez,  and  Orcas, 
and  numerous  smaller  islands.  The  United  States 
claimed  that  the  international  boundary  was  the  Canal 
de  Haro  (also  called  Haro  Channel  or  Haro  Strait), 
which  separates  San  Juan,  the  westernmost  island, 
from  Vancouver  Island.  The  British  maintained  that 
the  boundary  was  Rosario  Strait,  which  separated  the 
San  Juan  Islands  group  from  the  mainland. 

76.56  During  the  1850’s,  British  and  Americans 
both  lived  on  San  Juan  Island.  This  uneasy  joint 
occupation  almost  erupted  into  violence  in  1859, 
when  an  American  shot  a  pig  he  found  uprooting  his 
garden.  When  the  English  owner  of  the  pig  brought 
charges  against  the  American,  British  officials 
threatened  to  use  force  to  remove  the  American  to 
Vancouver  Island  for  trial.  No  action  was  taken 
because  U.S.  troops  fortuitously  landed  on  the  island 
in  response  to  a  plea  from  American  residents  for 
protection  against  Indians  who  periodically  raided  the 
American  settlements.  The  British  responded  to  the 
U.S.  military  presence  by  moving  their  ships  into  the 
harbor  and  by  eventually  sending  a  company  of 
marines  to  occupy  the  north  end  of  the  island. 
Diplomacy  prevented  the  seriousness  of  the  situation 
from  escalating,  but  the  island  was  still  under  joint 
military  occupation  when  Emperor  William  I  of 
Germany  was  asked  to  determine  dominion. 

76.57  The  Emperor  rendered  his  decision  on 
October  21,  1872.  He  accepted  the  claim  of  the 
United  States,  stating  that  "the  boundary-line  between 
the  territories  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  should  be  drawn  through  the  Haro 
Channel."  The  long  conflict  over  the  boundary  line 
ended  when  both  countries  accepted  the  Emperor’s 
decision  by  a  protocol  signed  on  March  10,  1873. 


76.58  The  so-called  Pig  War  of  1859  and  the 
other  historic  events  that  took  place  on  San  Juan 
Island  from  1853  to  1871  are  memorialized  by  San 
Juan  Island  National  Historical  Park,  which  was 
authorized  in  1966. 

76.59  Most  of  the  documents  submitted  to  the 
Emperor  of  Germany  are  printed  in  "Berlin  Arbitra¬ 
tion,  "  volume  5  of  Papers  Relating  to  the  Treaty  of 
Washington  (1872).  Some,  but  not  all,  of  these 
documents  are  among  the  boundary  records  described 
here.  The  list  and  index  described  in  76. 12  serve  as 
a  finding  aid  to  the  records  (5  in.)  relating  to  the 
arbitration  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany  under  article 
XXXIV  of  the  treaty  of  May  8,  1871.  The  textual 
records  consist  of  a  printed  copy  of  the  memorial  of 
the  United  States  (1  vol.,  1/2  in.),  justifying  the 
U.S.  claim  to  Canal  de  Haro  as  the  boundary  and 
containing  a  historical  sketch  of  the  boundary  ques¬ 
tion,  copies  of  related  documents,  and  maps;  the 
printed  reply  of  the  United  States,  June  12,  1872  (1 
vol.,  1/2  in.),  refuting  the  claim  of  Great  Britain; 
documents  relating  to  the  U.S.  case  (1  vol.,  4  in.), 
consisting  of  copies  of  and  extracts  from  despatches 
concerning  the  negotiation  of  the  1846  treaty,  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Department  of  State  between  1842  and 
1846  and  used  in  preparing  the  U.S.  case  for  presen¬ 
tation  to  the  Emperor;  and  an  undated  printed  copy  of 
the  definitive  second  statement  of  Great  Britain  (1 
vol.,  1/4  in.),  outlining  the  British  claim  and  contain¬ 
ing  supporting  documents.  Also  included  is  a 
section  of  the  New  York  Herald  for  October  23, 
1872,  containing  an  article  on  the  northwest  bound¬ 
ary. 

76.60  Cartographic  materials  include  charts 
accompanying  the  British  case  (9  items),  charts 
showing  the  award  of  the  German  Emperor,  1873 
(2  items),  and  maps  relating  to  the  Treaty  of  1871 
and  the  Protocol  of  1873,  1795-1872  (9  items). 


Resurvey  of  the  Northwest  Land  Boundary, 
1901 

76.61  By  1899  the  deficiencies  of  the  survey 
directed  by  the  Commission  established  in  1856  were 
becoming  troublesome.  The  discovery  of  valuable 
mining  properties  in  the  Mount  Baker  area  highlight¬ 
ed  the  need  for  a  well-defined  boundary  between 
Washington  and  British  Columbia  in  order  to  prevent 
disputes  over  the  ownership  of  mining  claims.  Other 
trouble  spots  were  located  in  the  boundary  south  of 
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Midway  and  Grand  Forks,  British  Columbia,  and  in 
the  Tobacco  Plains  area  of  Montana. 

76.62  On  January  19,  1900,  the  Geological 
Survey  submitted  to  the  Department  of  State  a  report 
on  the  work  that  had  to  be  done  to  redefine  the 
boundary.  On  April  1,  1901,  the  Secretary  of  State 
wrote  to  the  heads  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 
and  the  Geological  Survey  requesting  that  members  of 
their  staffs  survey  the  area  along  the  49th  parallel  of 
north  latitude  to  make  sure  that  the  boundary  between 
the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Pacific  Ocean  was 
adequately  and  accurately  marked. 

76.63  The  report  on  the  northwest  boundary, 
Mar.  7,  1902  (2  vols.,  3  in.),  contains  the  original 
report  on  the  survey  of  those  parts  of  the  boundary 
that  had  been  specifically  targeted  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  including  a  historical  account  of  the  northwest 
boundary,  copies  of  documents  concerning  the  bound¬ 
ary  and  the  survey,  and  detailed  descriptions  of  the 
newly  surveyed  parts  of  the  boundary.  The  second 
volume  contains  photographs  of  the  boundary  markers 
and  of  areas  near  the  markers. 

76.64  Cartographic  materials  prepared  for  the 
northwest  boundary  report  consist  of  an  atlas  and 
other  maps  (22  items).  Among  the  maps  and  dia¬ 
grams  the  atlas  comprises  a  three-sheet  map  of  the 
boundary  line,  showing  contours,  and  roads,  trails, 
and  other  routes  followed  by  the  surveyors  in  1901. 
A  diagram  of  the  entire  boundary  shows  the  mean 
parallel;  parts  of  the  boundary  located,  monumented, 
and  cut  out  by  the  1852-62  parties;  parts  cut  by  U.S. 
parties  in  1901;  monuments  set  in  the  period  1858-60 
and  in  1901;  and  latitude  stations  of  1857-60  and 
1901. 


United  States-Canadian  Boundary  Commissions 

The  International  Waterways  Commission, 
United  States  and  Canada 

76.65  An  act  of  Congress,  approved  June  13, 
1902  (32  Stat.  373),  authorized  the  formation  of  an 
international  commission  "...  to  investigate  and 
report  upon  the  conditions  and  uses  of  the  waters 
adjacent  to  the  boundary  lines  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  including  all  of  the  waters  of  the 
lakes  and  rivers  whose  natural  outlet  is  by  the  River 
Saint  Lawrence  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  ..."  The 
Commission  was  also  to  report  on  ways  to  regulate 
the  water  levels  and  the  diversion  of  water  and  on 


methods  for  improving  and  regulating  navigation  on 
the  boundary  waters.  In  1908  the  Commission  was 
empowered  to  reestablish  the  location  of  the  interna¬ 
tional  boundary  line  from  the  point  of  its  intersection 
with  the  St.  Lawrence  River  near  the  45th  parallel  of 
north  latitude,  west  to  the  mouth  of  the  Pigeon  River, 
which  forms  part  of  Minnesota’s  northern  boundary. 

76.66  The  U.S.  Commissioners  were  appointed 
in  1903,  the  Canadian  Commissioners  two  years 
later.  The  first  meeting  of  the  full  Commission  was 
held  in  May  1905.  The  Commission  held  its  final 
meeting  on  April  30,  1915. 

76.67  The  records  described  below  are  part  of 
the  records  (23  ft.)  of  the  U.S.  Section  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Waterways  Commission.  Some  information 
can  be  found  in  these  records  relating  to  the  boundary 
waters  west  of  Lake  Superior,  but  for  the  most  part, 
the  records  relate  primarily  to  the  boundary  waters 
east  of  Minnesota. 

76.68  The  general  records,  1905-15  (18  ft.),  are 
grouped  by  subject,  and  each  subject  is  assigned  a 
number.  Incorporated  into  this  filing  system  are 
minutes  of  meetings  of  the  Commission;  reports  of 
surveyors  and  of  the  Commission;  copies  of  docu¬ 
ments  relating  to  the  establishment  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion;  documents  concerning  private  firms  interested 
in  using  northern  boundary  waters  as  a  source  of 
power;  and  records  relating  to  various  phases  of  the 
operation,  organization,  and  activities  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion.  In  addition  to  documents  of  a  general  nature, 
such  as  minutes  and  reports,  relevant  files  include 
4121,  Minnesota  Canal  and  Power  Co.;  4122-4123, 
Applications  of  Minnesota  Canal  and  Power  Co.; 

4601,  Improvement  of  navigation  of  Rainy  River; 

4602,  Mouse  River  drainage  project;  and  9902,  Milk 
River  irrigation  project.  The  records  are  arranged 
numerically  by  subject  number.  Appendix  II  of  Pre¬ 
liminary  Inventory  170  provides  a  list  of  subjects  and 
corresponding  file  numbers. 

76.69  Printed  reports  and  hearings,  1900-1907 
(1  vol.,  2  in.),  include  progress  reports  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Waterways  Commission  for  1906,  1907,  and 
1908  that  may  include  relevant  data.  Most  of  the 
other  reports  in  the  volume  concern  specific  areas  of 
the  boundary,  all  of  which  are  east  of  Minnesota. 
Financial  information  about  the  operations  of  the 
Commission  may  be  found  in  general  accounts, 
1905-15  (1  vol.,  4  in.),  and  in  a  journal  of  expenses, 
1905-9  (1  vol.,  1  in.).  Cartographic  items  and 
scientific  materials  among  the  records  do  not  pertain 
to  the  boundary  west  of  Lake  Superior. 
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International  Boundary  Commission,  United 
States  and  Canada,  established  by  the 
Treaty  of  1908 

76.70  A  treaty  signed  on  April  11,  1908,  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  provided 
for  the  resurveying  and  re-marking  of  the  entire 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
except  for  the  boundary  of  Alaska.  The  Alaskan- 
Canadian  boundary  was  already  being  surveyed  and 
fixed  by  joint  commissioners  authorized  by  the 
Alaskan  Boundary  Tribunal  in  1903  and  a  United 
States-Canadian  convention  concluded  on  April  21, 
1906,  which  authorized  the  establishment  of  the 
International  Boundary  Commission. 

76.71  Each  article  of  the  1908  treaty  defined  a 
specific  section  of  the  boundary,  with  articles  V 
through  VIII  covering  the  line  from  Lake  Superior  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  Article  V  covered  the  section  of 
the  boundary  from  Pigeon  River  to  Lake  of  the 
Woods;  article  VI,  the  boundary  from  Lake  of  the 
Woods  to  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains;  article 
VII,  the  boundary  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the 
Gulf  of  Georgia;  and  article  VIII,  the  boundary  from 
the  49th  parallel  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

76.72  Each  of  these  articles  provided  for  the 
establishment  of  a  joint  commission  to  carry  out  the 
terms  of  the  article.  In  practice,  however,  die  same 
Commissioners  who  represented  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  on  die  Alaskan  boundary  commissions 
also  administered  the  work  accomplished  under 
articles  V-VIII  of  die  1908  treaty.  Consequently,  die 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  were  each  represented 
by  only  one  Commissioner  for  the  whole  of  the 
United  States-Canadian  boundary  line. 

76.73  Relatively  few  records  created  or  accumu¬ 
lated  by  the  U.S.  Section  of  the  International  Bound¬ 
ary  Commission  are  in  Record  Group  76,  but  Record 
Group  59,  General  Records  of  the  Department  of 
State,  contains  many  records  relating  to  the  work  of 
the  Commission.  The  records  are  part  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  numerical  file,  1906-10  (under  cases  287, 
299,  597,  839,  1718,  5150,  5934,  7102,  10870, 
11714,  12691,  and  20995),  and  the  central  decimal 
file,  1910-29  (classification  numbers  711.4215  to 
711.4216SQ1). 

76.74  Most  of  the  records  (ca.  40  ft.)  of  the  U.S. 
section  of  the  International  Boundary  Commission, 
United  States  and  Canada,  in  Record  Group  76  are 
general  in  nature  or  relate  to  more  than  one  section  of 
the  international  boundary.  Some  records  of  the  U.S. 


Section  of  the  Commission  dealing  with  the  Alaska 
boundary  also  contain  information  on  the  other  parts 
of  the  United  States-Canadian  boundary  line.  All  of 
these  series  are  described  below  as  general  records. 
The  relatively  few  records  of  the  Commission  relating 
to  specific  sections  of  the  boundary  have  been  ar¬ 
ranged  according  to  the  geographical  designations 
used  for  records  of  earlier  boundary  commissions 
rather  than  by  the  distinct  geographical  sections 
described  in  the  1908  treaty.  As  a  result,  records 
relating  to  sections  of  the  boundary  defined  by 
articles  V  and  VI  of  the  1908  treaty  come  under  the 
"northern  boundary"  designation;  those  from  articles 
VII  and  VIII  are  under  the  "northwest  boundary" 
designation. 

General  Records 

76.75  Surveyors’  diaries,  1901,  1909-40  (51 
vols.,  2  ft.),  contain  data  on  the  daily  activities  of 
survey  teams,  list  personnel  and  supplies,  and  provide 
information  on  the  terrain  and  the  operations  of  the 
teams.  The  diaries  are  arranged  by  the  name  of  the 
surveyor  in  charge  and  thereunder  chronologically. 
A  few  fieldbooks,  1840-48, 1901-52  (ca.  1,000  vols., 
25  ft.),  predate  the  Commission,  but  most  were 
compiled  after  1900  and  contain  data  on  astronomical 
observations,  meteorology,  triangulations,  reconnais¬ 
sances,  topography,  chain  distances,  and  angles.  The 
books  are  arranged  by  the  geographic  sections  of  the 
boundary  line— northeast,  northern,  northwest,  and 
Alaska— and  thereunder  alphabetically  according  to  a 
filing  scheme  adopted  by  the  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Survey. 

76.76  Miscellaneous  documents  relating  to  the 
international  boundary  line  (3  in.),  arranged  rough¬ 
ly  by  boundary  section,  consist  chiefly  of  reports, 
studies,  letters,  and  memorandums  concerning  the 
many  problems  that  existed  between  the  United  States 
and  Canada  during  the  later  part  of  the  18th  century 
and  during  the  19th  century.  Included  are  a  few 
reports  on  the  work  to  be  done  on  the  United  States- 
Canadian  boundary  line  by  the  International  Boundary 
Commission. 

76.77  Published  lake  survey  charts  showing  the 
international  boundary  line,  ca.  1911  (22  items), 
were  marked  to  indicate  both  the  parts  of  the  bound¬ 
ary  that  had  been  agreed  upon  and  those  areas  where 
differences  existed.  Photographs  taken  along  the 
international  boundary  line,  ca.  1900-18  (CB), 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada  (except  the 
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Alaskan  boundary)  show  the  terrain,  boundary 
monuments,  and  surveyors  and  their  assistants.  The 
photographs  are  arranged  by  geographic  section  of 
the  boundary. 

76.78  Two  series  of  records  relating  to  the  Alas- 
kan-Canadian  boundary  contain  information  about 
sections  of  the  United  States-Canadian  boundary  west 
of  Lake  Superior.  Press  copies  of  letters  sent  by  the 
U.S.  Commissioner,  Dec.  20,  1899-Mar.  11,  1912 
(6  vols.,  8  in.),  to  State  Department  officials,  the 
Canadian  Commissioner,  astronomers,  engineers, 
topographers,  and  others  relate  directly  to  surveying 
activities  and  related  expenses;  to  personnel,  organi¬ 
zation,  and  operation  of  the  International  Boundary 
Commission;  and  to  other  subjects.  Each  volume 
contains  a  name  index.  Reports  of  surveyors, 
1892-1922  (150  vols.,  8  ft.),  were  organized  under 
the  general  heading  "U.S.  Survey  Reports  on  the 
International  Boundary  Line,  United  States  and 
Canada."  The  bulk  of  the  reports  concern  the  sur¬ 
veying  and  marking  of  the  Alaskan-Canadian  bound¬ 
ary  line,  but  a  few  relate  to  other  parts  of  the  interna¬ 
tional  border.  Examples  are  C.H.  Sinclair’s  reports 
from  1903-8  concerning  the  border  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  O.B.  French’s  1912  report  on  the 
measurement  of  base  lines  east  of  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tains.  The  reports  are  arranged  chronologically  by 
year  of  report  and  thereunder  by  geographic  area 
concerned. 

The  Northern  Boundary 

76.79  A  few  records,  primarily  cartographic 
items,  relate  to  the  boundary  between  Lake  Superior 
and  the  Rocky  Mountains.  These  include  maps  of 
the  boundary  along  Pigeon  River  (2  items)  and 
manuscript  compilation  sheets,  1912-22  (16  items), 
for  the  boundary  from  Pigeon  River  to  Lake  of  the 
Woods;  a  printed  copy  of  the  joint  report,  maps, 
and  triangulation  sheets  (77  items)  concerning  the 
boundary  from  Pigeon  River  to  Lake  of  the  Woods; 
and  related  field  and  compilation  sheets  (322  items), 
consisting  of  manuscript  maps,  most  of  which  are 
numbered  to  correspond  with  the  maps  accompanying 
the  joint  report,  showing  timber  types,  topography, 
and  triangulation  of  parts  of  the  lake  and  river  shore¬ 
lines  and  island  areas. 

76.80  Other  cartographic  items  include  three 
maps  of  Lake  of  the  Woods,  1895,  including  a 
published  Canadian  Geological  Survey  map  of  the 
southern  part  of  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  Rainy  Lake, 


annotated  to  show  the  area  of  overflow  of  Lake  of  the 
Woods  on  U.S.  territory  as  determined  by  an  investi¬ 
gation  in  November  1895;  a  manuscript  map  and 
plan  of  a  proposed  sluice  dam  at  Kettle  Falls,  1910 
(2  items);  manuscript  field  and  compilation  maps, 
1901-13  (134  items),  showing  topography,  monu¬ 
ments,  timber  types,  and  woodland  areas;  a  printed 
General  Land  Office  map  of  Minnesota  showing  the 
river  reserve  and  river  lines  (1  item);  and  plats  of 
Minnesota  townships,  1858-92  (25  items),  lying 
along  the  international  boundary. 

The  Northwest  Boundary 

76.81  Pertinent  cartographic  records  include 
northwest  boundary  charts  (2  items),  which  show 
the  boundary  line  and  monument  sites  through  the 
water  channels  from  the  49th  parallel  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  as  surveyed  and  mapped  during  the  period 
1909-1 1 ,  and  maps  of  boundary  monument  sites  (10 
items)  located  in  the  Strait  of  Juan  de  Fuca. 

The  International  Joint  Commission,  United 
States  and  Canada,  1912-present 

76.82  The  International  Joint  Commission, 
United  States  and  Canada,  was  established  as  a 
permanent  court  of  arbitration  by  the  Boundary 
Waters  Treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  on  January  11,  1909.  The  Com¬ 
mission  is  the  final  authority  for  all  cases  involving 
the  use  or  diversion  of  boundary  waters  or  of  rivers 
crossing  the  boundary,  investigating  and  reporting  on 
questions  relating  to  conditions  along  the  boundary, 
and  making  provisions  for  the  adjustment  and  settle¬ 
ment  of  all  such  questions  that  may  arise.  The 
Commission,  originally  composed  of  three  Commis¬ 
sioners  for  each  country,  held  its  first  meeting  on 
January  10,  1912. 

76.83  Since  its  establishment,  the  Commission 
has  considered  cases  involving  the  pollution  of 
boundary  waters,  the  water  levels  of  boundary  lakes, 
and  the  damage  to  orchards  by  fumes  from  the  great 
smelter  at  Trail,  British  Columbia.  The  records 
described  below  include  those  that  relate  to  investiga¬ 
tions,  reports,  and  decisions  on  various  questions 
referred  to  the  Commission  prior  to  1913. 

76.84  Closed  case  Files,  1912-30  (28  ft.),  usually 
consist  of  memorials,  supporting  documents,  exhibits, 
hearing  transcripts,  and  decisions.  The  titles  and 
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docket  numbers  of  the  cases  are  given  in  Appendix 
III  of  Preliminary  Inventory  170.  Among  the  case 
files  pertaining  to  the  boundary  from  Lake  Superior 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean  are  Docket  1,  Rainy  River 
Improvement  Company;  Docket  3,  Lake  of  the 
Woods  Levels;  and  Docket  20,  Rainy  Lake  Levels. 
A  few  documents  in  this  series  are  dated  as  early  as 
1909.  Printed  copies  of  hearings  before  the 
International  Joint  Commission,  1912-27  (12  vols., 
4  in.),  concern  the  use  of  the  northern  boundary 
waters  for  power,  fishing,  bridge  construction,  and 
related  subjects. 

76.85  Many  of  the  cartographic  materials  of  the 
Commission  originated  after  1912,  but  undated  items 
consist  of  maps  and  related  drawings  pertaining  to 
Lake  of  the  Woods  and  vicinity  (13  items)  including 
tracings  of  plans  of  Lake  of  the  Woods,  showing 
outlets,  gauges,  and  datums;  a  key  map  of  the  Rainy 
Lake  area;  a  profile  of  the  boundary  waters  between 
North  Lake  and  Lake  of  the  Woods;  and  a  plan  of 
Norman  Dam  at  the  western  outlet  of  Lake  of  the 
Woods. 


The  Southern  Border 

The  Southern  Boundary:  United  States-Texas 
Border 

The  Commission  to  Mark  the  United 
States-Texas  Boundary,  1839-41 

76.86  The  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  concluded  on  April  30,  1803,  provided  for 
the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  but  it 
did  not  contain  a  clear  description  of  the  boundary 
line  separating  Spanish  possessions  from  U.S.  territo¬ 
ry.  Spain  did  not  recognize  the  U.S.  claim  that  the 
Sabine  River  marked  the  boundary  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase,  and  the  controversy  over  this  section  of  the 
boundary  was  not  settled  until  the  Adams-Onis  Treaty 
was  concluded  on  February  22,  1819.  Article  III  of 
that  treaty  defined  the  border  line,  accepting  the 
Sabine  River  as  the  boundary  from  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  to  the  point  where  the  river  crosses  the  32d 
degree  of  latitude,  just  northwest  of  present-day 
Logansport,  LA.  At  that  point,  the  boundary  line 
proceeds  due  north  until  it  reaches  the  Red  River. 

76.87  Aldiough  the  Adams-Onis  Treaty  clearly 
described  this  section  of  the  boundary  line,  the  United 
States  in  1829  claimed  that  the  Neches  River,  which 


is  west  of  the  Sabine  River,  was  the  "Sabine  River" 
referred  to  in  the  treaty.  When  Texas  declared  its 
independence  from  Mexico  in  1836,  the  United  States 
continued  to  claim  the  Neches  River  as  the  boundary 
line  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of 
Texas. 

76.88  Two  years  later,  on  April  25,  1838,  the 
United  States  concluded  a  convention  with  Texas  that 
authorized  the  establishment  of  a  Commission  to  "run 
and  mark  that  portion  of  the  said  boundary  which 
extends  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine,  where  that 
river  enters  the  Gulph  [sic]  of  Mexico,  to  the  Red 
River."  The  Commission  began  its  work  in  1839 
and  completed  the  survey  by  June  1841.  The  Com¬ 
mission  concluded  that  the  river  intended  by  the 
Adams-Onis  Treaty  was  indeed  the  more  easterly 
river  commonly  known  as  the  Sabine  River  and  not 
the  Neches  River,  as  claimed  by  the  United  States. 

76.89  Described  below  are  three  series  of  records 
relating  to  the  work  of  the  Commission.  The  list  and 
index  described  in  76. 12  serve  as  a  finding  aid  to  the 
textual  records. 

76.90  An  undated  transcript  of  the  journal  of 
proceedings  (1/2  in.)  documents  the  field  operations 
of  the  Commission.  Inscribed  on  seven  large  sheets, 
the  journal  gives  a  narrative  account  of  the  business 
sessions  of  the  Commission  and  of  the  Commission’s 
progress  in  surveying  and  marking  the  prescribed 
boundary  line.  Documents  relating  to  the  United 
States-Texas  boundary  survey,  1839-40  (1/2  in.), 
include  letters  received  by  the  U.S.  Commissioner 
from  die  Department  of  State  and  the  Texas  Commis¬ 
sioner,  and  copies  of  letters  sent  by  the  U.S.  Com¬ 
missioner  to  the  Department  of  State  and  the  U.S. 
Charge  d’Affaires  for  Texas.  Also  included  is  a  list 
of  letters  relating  to  die  boundary  survey  that  are 
among  the  miscellaneous  and  domestic  letters  of  the 
Department  of  State  in  Record  Group  59,  General 
Records  of  the  Department  of  State. 

76.91  Manuscript  map  records,  1838-40  (5 
items),  include  a  large-scale  map  of  the  Sabine  River 
from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Logan’s  Ferry,  with  an 
inset  map  of  Sabine  Pass  drawn  in  1840  from  surveys 
made  by  the  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers,  U.S. 
Army;  a  map  of  die  Sabine  River  between  Logan’s 
Ferry  and  die  32d  degree  of  north  latitude  drawn  in 
1838;  and  a  map— in  three  sheets—of  the  boundary 
between  the  Sabine  River  at  the  32d  degree  of  north 
latitude  and  the  Red  River.  Also  included  is  a 
published  map  of  Louisiana  and  vicinity,  1816, 
compiled  by  William  Darby. 
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Southern  Boundary:  United  States-Mexican 
Border 

United  States  and  Mexican  Boundary 
Commission,  1849-57 

76.92  The  Treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  con¬ 
cluded  on  February  2,  1848,  defined  the  boundary 
line  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  using  a 
map  of  Mexico  prepared  by  J.  Distumell  and  pub¬ 
lished  in  1847.  The  treaty  also  provided  for  the 
establishment  of  a  commission  to  survey  and  mark 
the  line. 

76.93  The  United  States  and  Mexican  Boundary 
Commission  was  to  begin  operations  within  a  year  of 
the  exchange  of  ratifications.  The  ratified  treaties 
were  exchanged  on  May  30,  1848,  and  the  United 
States  appointed  a  commissioner  and  a  surveyor  in 
January  1849.  Responsibility  for  supervising  the 
U.S.  Section  of  the  Commission  was  transferred  in 
July  1849  from  the  Department  of  State  to  the  newly 
established  Department  of  the  Interior. 

76.94  The  Commission  met  in  San  Diego,  CA, 
in  July  1849  and  commenced  work,  determining  the 
boundary  between  Upper  and  Lower  California.  The 
Commission  recessed  on  February  15,  1850,  after 
agreeing  to  meet  at  El  Paso,  TX,  at  the  end  of  1850. 

76.95  When  the  Commission  reconvened  in 
December  1850,  a  dispute  arose  concerning  the 
accuracy  of  the  Distumell  map  after  it  was  discovered 
that  mistakes  had  been  made  in  the  location  of  El 
Paso  and  the  course  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  Com¬ 
mission  members  could  not  agree  on  the  manner  in 
which  to  proceed,  and  little  progress  was  made 
thereafter. 

76.96  On  December  30,  1853,  the  Gadsden 
Treaty  with  Mexico  was  concluded.  This  treaty 
provided  for  the  United  States  to  purchase  the  area  in 
dispute  and  for  both  countries  to  continue  the  bound¬ 
ary  survey.  The  treaty  greatly  altered  the  boundary 
line  lying  between  the  Rio  Grande  River  and  Califor¬ 
nia  as  originally  described  in  the  Treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo,  placing  El  Paso  within  the  territorial  limits 
of  the  United  States  and  providing  an  excellent  route 
for  a  railroad  through  the  Southwest  to  California. 
The  Boundary  Commission  resumed  work  on  the  new 
boundary  survey  in  December  1854  and,  after  com¬ 
pleting  its  task,  held  its  last  meeting  on  September 
30,  1857. 

76.97  The  records  of  the  United  States  and 
Mexican  Boundary  Commission  (4  ft.)  contain 


information  on  the  Commission  as  it  functioned  under 
the  terms  of  the  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  and  Gadsden 
treaties.  The  records  also  contain  data  on  the  survey 
itself  and  on  the  activities  of  the  members  of  the  U.S. 
Section  of  the  Commission.  Some  of  the  series 
include  letters  and  other  papers  that  were  received  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  from  the  U.S.  Section 
and,  at  a  later  date,  transferred  to  the  Department  of 
State.  The  records  described  below  are,  therefore, 
organized  into  three  groups— proceedings,  records  of 
the  U.S.  Section,  and  letters  and  reports  received  by 
the  Department  of  the  Interior.  The  list  and  index 
described  in  76.12  serve  as  a  finding  aid  to  these 
records.  A  few  series  of  records  concerning  the 
boundary  survey  and  the  Interior  Department’s 
supervision  of  the  U.S.  Section  of  the  Commission 
are  in  Record  Group  48,  Records  of  the  Office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Proceedings 

76.98  Bound  proceedings,  1850-57  (2  vols.,  2 
in.),  consist  of  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  U.S. 
and  Mexican  Boundary  Commission  from  December 
3,  1850,  to  October  8,  1852,  and  signed  original 
proceedings  of  the  Commission  from  December  4, 

1854  to  September  30,  1857.  Records  contain 
information  on  the  operation  of  the  Commission,  the 
progress  of  the  survey,  expenses  incurred,  and  other 
pertinent  matters.  A  copy  of  proceedings,  1849-50, 

1855  (1/2  in.),  provides  information  on  certain  phases 
of  the  operation  and  progress  of  the  Commission, 
expenses  incurred,  and  rules  and  instructions  adopted 
for  the  surveyors.  The  proceedings  for  1855  are  of 
two  meetings  held  in  Texas,  one  at  El  Paso,  the  other 
at  Fort  Bliss. 

Records  of  the  U.S.  Section 

76.99  Among  the  records  of  the  U.S.  Section  are 
correspondence  files  for  the  first  and  fourth  U.S. 
Commissioners.  Additional  letters  from  the  fourth 
Commissioner  and  some  letters  from  the  third  Com¬ 
missioner  are  among  the  records  transferred  from  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  (76.107-76.108).  No 
records  exist  for  the  second  Commissioner,  John  C. 
Fremont,  who  did  not  serve  because  he  was  elected 
to  the  U.S.  Senate.  The  records  of  the  Section  also 
include  scientific,  fiscal,  and  cartographic  items. 

76.100  Correspondence  of  the  first  U.S.  Com¬ 
missioner,  1849-56  (1  in.),  consists  of  letters  ex- 
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changed  between  John  B.  Weller  and  the  Department 
of  State,  surveyors,  and  others.  Included  is  a  letter 
informing  Weller  of  the  termination  of  his  appoint¬ 
ment  and  the  transfer  of  the  U.S.  Section  to  the 
Department  of  the  Interior.  The  correspondence  for 
W.H.  Emory,  the  fourth  U.S.  Commissioner,  consists 
of  letters  sent  and  two  series  of  letters  received.  The 
letters  sent,  1848-58  (2  vols.  and  unbound  papers,  2 
in.),  are  copies  of  Emory’s  letters  to  the  Department 
of  the  Interior,  Government  officials,  and  private 
individuals.  The  volumes  also  include  copies  of  some 
of  the  enclosures  referred  to  in  the  letters.  The 
bound  letters  are  dated  1854-57,  with  each  volume 
indexed  by  name  of  addressee.  The  letters  received 
by  the  fourth  Commissioner  consist  of  unbound 
original  letters,  1849-57  (1/2  in.)  and  bound  copies, 
1854-57  (2  vols.,  2  in.),  of  letters  received  by  Emory 
and  transcribed  into  letter  books.  Some  of  the 
enclosures  that  were  transmitted  are  also  included  in 
the  volumes.  Each  volume  is  indexed  by  name  of 
correspondent. 

76.101  Letters  received  by  the  U.S.  Commission¬ 
ers  regarding  positions  with  the  survey  are  filed  in  a 
series  identified  as  applications,  recommendations, 
acceptances,  and  resignations,  1850,  1860  (4  in.). 
These  letters  are  in  two  groups:  letters  of  application 
and  recommendation,  which  are  arranged  in  two 
numerical  sequences,  and  letters  of  withdrawal  and 
resignation.  Other  survey  personnel  matters  are 
covered  by  lists  of  U.S.  personnel,  1850-54  (1/2 
in.),  giving  the  name,  duty,  and  salary  of  each 
employee  of  the  U.S.  Section  of  the  Commission,  and 
a  personnel  agreement,  1854,  signed  by  civilian 
employees  of  the  survey. 

76.102  Letters  received  by  the  Bureau  of 
Topographical  Engineers,  1850-52  (1/4  in.),  relate 
to  the  scientific  operations  of  the  survey  and  estimates 
of  the  cost  of  the  survey.  The  scientific  records 
compiled  by  the  survey  include  astronomical  obser¬ 
vations,  1850-55  (6  vols.  and  unbound  papers,  7  in.), 
made  at  various  stations  along  the  boundary  line  to 
determine  latitudes  and  longitudes;  a  printed  study  of 
cacti  (1/4  in.)  in  the  survey  area,  prepared  by  Dr. 
George  Engelmann;  and  original  drawings  (1  in.)  of 
the  plantlife  found  in  the  survey  area,  prepared  for 
use  in  the  boundary  survey  report.  A  collection  of 
miscellaneous  fieldbooks,  1849-52,  1857  (1  ft.), 
includes  field  notes  of  the  Emory  survey,  1850; 
barometric  and  meteorological  observations,  1851; 
triangulation  notes  on  the  southern  boundary  of  New 
Mexico,  1851;  and  topographical  and  other  survey 


notes  made  along  the  route  of  the  El  Paso  and  Fort 
Yuma  wagon  road,  1857. 

76.103  Fiscal  and  administrative  records  are 
composed  of  the  following:  Lists,  tables,  and 
receipts  documenting  appropriations  and  expendi¬ 
tures,  1849-52  (1/2  in.);  lists  of  accounts,  1854-58 
(1/2  in.),  showing  expenses  incurred  by  members  of 
the  survey;  and  copies  of  Senate  resolutions  and 
executive  orders,  1849-60  (4  in.),  concerning  the 
establishment,  appropriations,  and  work  of  the  U.S. 
Section  of  the  Commission. 

76.104  Among  the  cartographic  materials  are 
map  records  (71  items)  that  include  manuscript 
compilations  of  the  54-sheet  map  covering  the  entire 
boundary  line  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States, 
a  4-sheet  index  map  to  the  area,  and  five  maps 
covering  islands  in  the  Rio  Grande.  Maps  of  areas 
in  controversy  (8  items)  include  a  manuscript  copy 
of  the  part  of  the  Distumell  map  showing  an  error  in 
the  position  of  the  Rio  Grande  near  El  Paso;  manu¬ 
script  maps  of  the  southern  area  of  New  Mexico  and 
adjacent  parts  of  Mexico,  including  a  sketch  showing 
the  line  described  under  article  V  of  the  treaty  of 
1848  and  conflicting  claims  of  the  United  States  and 
Mexico;  and  a  sketch  showing  the  true  position  of  the 
32d,  the  34th,  and  the  36th  parallels  of  north  latitude. 
A  general  map  of  the  southern  land  boundary  (1 
item)  between  San  Diego,  CA,  and  El  Paso,  TX, 
shows  the  boundary  as  surveyed  according  to  the 
treaty  of  1853  and  various  boundary  proposals  made 
by  the  Mexican  and  U.S.  Commissioners.  This 
published  map  also  shows  proposed  railroad  routes, 
Apache  Indian  trails,  and  the  location  of  missions, 
mines,  and  mineral  deposits,  and  includes  comments 
about  terrain  and  vegetation.  The  map  accompanied 
a  report  by  A.B.  Gray,  one  of  the  Commission’s 
surveyors,  which  was  published  as  S.  Ex.  Doc.  55, 
33d  Congress,  2d  session  (Serial  752). 

76.105  Other  cartographic  items  include  copies 
of  maps  filed  with  the  treaty  of  1848  (2  items),  one 
of  which  is  an  annotated  copy  of  the  1847  edition  of 
the  Distumell  map  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico; 
maps  pertaining  to  California,  ca.  1847-49  (5 
items),  including  printed  copies  of  a  map  of  Gen. 
[Bennett?]  Riley’s  route  through  the  mining  districts 
in  1849  and  John  C.  Fremont’s  map  of  Oregon  and 
Upper  California,  published  by  the  direction  of  the 
U.S.  Senate  in  1848,  showing  topography  and  the 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico;  and 
a  map  of  the  mouth  of  the  Gila  River,  1849  (1 
item). 
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Records  From  the  Department  of  the  Interior 

76.106  Most  of  these  records  are  letters  received 
that  were  maintained  in  several  separate  series 
because  they  either  came  from  a  particular  individual, 
such  as  the  Commissioner,  or  they  concerned  a 
specific  subject,  such  as  boundary  markers  or  ac¬ 
counts. 

76.107  Three  series  of  records  pertain  specifical¬ 
ly  to  Commissioner  John  R.  Bartlett:  letters  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  third  U.S.  Commissioner,  1850-60 
(6  in.);  letters  received  from  the  U.S.  Commission¬ 
er  concerning  accounts,  1858  (1  in.);  and  letters 
concerning  charges  against  the  U.S.  Commissioner, 
1850-51  (1  in.).  These  letters  relate  to  the  work  of 
the  survey  and  the  settlement  of  Bartlett’s  accounts  as 
Commissioner;  the  charges  involved  mismanagement. 
Bartlett  recounted  his  experiences  with  the  Commis¬ 
sion  in  Personal  Narrative  of  Explorations  and 
Incidents  in  Texas,  New  Mexico,  California,  Sonora 
and  Chihuahua  in  Connection  With  the  United  States 
and  Mexican  Boundary  Survey,  During  the  Years 
1850,  ’51,  ’52,  and  ’53,  2  vols.,  1854.  (Reprint. 
Glorieta,  NM:  Rio  Grande  Press,  Inc.,  1983). 

76.108  William  H.  Emory  is  represented  by  two 
series.  Letters  received  from  the  fourth  U.S. 
Commissioner,  1849-60  (7  in.),  cover  his  service  as 
U.S.  astronomer  and  as  the  U.S.  Commissioner  for 
the  Mexican  boundary  survey.  Included  are  lists  of 
supplies  needed,  progress  reports,  and  newspaper 
clippings.  Letters  relating  to  the  report  of  the  U.S. 
Commissioner,  1857-60  (2  in.),  concern  die  publica¬ 
tion  and  reception  of  Emory’s  final  report  on  the 
work  of  the  Commission.  Among  die  documents  are 
abstracts  of  maps,  engravings,  proposals,  and  esti¬ 
mates  for  printing  die  report. 

76.109  The  profusely  illustrated  final  report 
consists  of  three  volumes  (H.  Ex.  Doc.  135,  34th 
Cong.,  1st  sess.,  Serials  861,  862,  863).  Part  one  of 
volume  I  includes  Emory’s  personal  narrative  and  the 
journal  of  the  joint  Commission;  an  extensive  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  country;  and  discussions  of  die  astronomi¬ 
cal,  geodetic,  and  meteorological  work  conducted  by 
the  Commission.  Interspersed  diroughout  die  narra¬ 
tive  is  information  on  some  of  the  Indian  tribes  die 
survey  encountered.  Part  two  of  volume  I  consists  of 
a  geological  research  report  by  Janies  Hall.  Volume 
II  is  also  composed  of  two  parts,  widi  each  part 
published  as  a  separate  volume.  The  first  of  these 
consists  of  a  botanical  study  of  die  country  by  John 
Torrey,  and  a  paper  on  cacti  by  George  Engelmann. 


The  third  volume,  comprising  the  fourth  part  of  die 
report,  consists  of  papers  by  Spencer  F.  Baird  on 
mammals,  birds,  and  reptiles,  and  a  paper  on  fishes 
by  C.  Girard. 

76.110  The  records  from  the  Interior  Department 
also  include  the  journal  and  letters  of  Surveyor 
Andrew  B.  Gray,  1849  (1/4  in.),  and  his  report, 
1853  (1  in.).  The  journal  records  observations  made 
on  Gray’s  trip  from  Panama  to  San  Diego,  CA,  but 
the  letters  concern  the  progress  and  work  of  the 
survey  and  the  problems  encountered.  Gray’s  report 
and  related  correspondence  discuss  his  disagreement 
with  decisions  made  by  the  Commission,  a  difference 
of  opinion  that  contributed  to  the  hiatus  in  the  Com¬ 
mission’s  work. 

76.111  Other  records  include  letters  received 
from  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  1851-54  (1 
in.),  attached  to  the  Mexican  boundary  survey;  lists 
of  and  receipts  for  returned  scientific  instruments, 
1849-60  (5  in.);  and  letters  received  relating  to 
boundary  markers,  1850-52  (1/2  in.).  Letters 
relating  to  accounts,  1850-60  (1  ft.),  concern  drafts 
drawn  upon  Commission  funds  and  the  settlement  of 
accounts  of  those  involved  with  the  work  of  the 
survey.  Included  in  this  series  are  telegrams,  reports 
on  the  progress  of  settling  the  claims,  and  lists  of 
claimants.  The  records  are  arranged  under  the 
following  headings:  "General,"  "A.W.  Whipple," 
and  "Lt.  N.  Michler." 


International  boundary  Commission,  United 
States  and  Mexico,  1891-96 

76.112  Articles  II-VII  of  the  convention  conclud¬ 
ed  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  on  July  29, 
1882,  authorized  the  establishment  of  the  Internation¬ 
al  Boundary  Commission,  United  States  and  Mexico, 
and  set  forth  the  rules  for  its  operation.  Article  I  of 
the  convention  provided  for  a  "preliminary  reconnais¬ 
sance  of  die  frontier  line"  to  detemiine  the  need  for 
erecting  and  replacing  markers  on  monuments  on  die 
land  boundary,  and  article  IX  made  damaging  die 
monuments  a  misdemeanor.  Article  VIII  required 
that  die  work  of  the  Commission  be  completed  widiin 
four  years  and  four  months  after  the  date  of  exchange 
of  ratifications  of  die  convention. 

76.113  The  preliminary  reconnaissance  was 
completed  in  1883,  but  die  time  limit  ran  out  before 
die  Commission  was  established.  On  February  18, 
1889,  anodier  convention  was  concluded  calling  for 
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the  revival  of  "the  provisions  of  the  convention  of 
July  29,  1882,  to  survey  and  relocate  the  existing 
boundary  line  between  .  .  .  [the  United  States  and 
Mexico]  .  .  .  west  of  the  Rio  Grande. "  A  time  limit 
of  five  years  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  ratifi¬ 
cation  was  set  by  article  II  of  the  1889  convention. 

76.114  The  International  Boundary  Commission 
established  under  the  1889  convention  functioned 
under  the  rules  set  forth  in  the  1882  convention. 
Because  the  appointment  of  the  Commissioners  was 
delayed,  the  life  of  the  Commission  was  extended  to 
December  24,  1896.  The  Commission  completed  its 
work  within  the  new  time  limit  and  submitted  its  final 
report  on  August  4,  1896. 

76.115  Most  of  the  records  of  the  International 
Boundary  Commission  (17  ft.)  that  are  described 
below  date  from  1891  to  1896,  and  are  divided  into 
two  groups:  records  relating  to  the  final  reports  of 
the  International  Boundary  Commission  and  the  U.S. 
Section  of  the  Commission,  and  records  of  the  U.S. 
Section,  itself.  The  list  and  index  described  in  76. 12 
serve  as  a  finding  aid  to  these  records.  Valuable 
material  on  the  Commission  also  is  found  in  Record 
Group  59,  General  Records  of  the  Department  of 
State. 

Records  of  the  Commission 

76.116  The  series  of  final  reports,  1896  (12 
vols.,  2  ft.),  on  the  surveying  and  re-marking  of  the 
land  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
west  of  the  Rio  Grande  includes  two  signed  copies 
(one  in  English  and  one  in  Spanish)  of  the  final  report 
of  the  International  Commission;  the  final  signed 
report  of  the  U.S.  Section  of  the  International  Com¬ 
mission;  and  a  one-volume  printed  edition  of  the  final 
reports  of  the  Commission  and  the  U.S.  Section. 
Also  included  are  four  volumes  of  original  photo¬ 
graphs  of  monuments  and  various  scenes  along  the 
boundary  line  that  accompany  the  English  version  of 
the  final  report,  and  two  volumes  containing  the 
published  photographs  of  the  boundary  line  with 
comments  in  English  and  Spanish. 

76.117  Among  the  final  maps  (76  items)  issued 
by  the  Commission  are  two  bound  sets  of  published 
maps  covering  the  area  between  El  Paso,  TX,  and  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  showing  the  boundary  and  boundary 
monuments.  Signatures  of  the  Commissioners  and 
surveyors  representing  both  countries  are  reproduced, 
and  titles  are  given  in  both  English  and  Spanish  on 
each  sheet.  Each  set  includes  a  two-sheet  map  index. 


19  maps  (numbered  in  one  set  from  the  east  to  the 
west  and  in  the  other  from  the  west  to  the  east),  and 
five  profiles.  Other  records  include  a  bound  volume 
entitled  "Special  Maps  of  U.S.  Section,"  signed  on 
the  title  page  "J.W.  Barlow,  Col.  of  Engineers,  Engr. 
in  Chief,  U.S.  Section." 

76.118  The  final  reports,  the  photographs,  and 
the  maps  are  published  as  S.  Doc.  247,  55th  Con¬ 
gress,  2d  session  (Serials  3612,  3613,  3614). 

Records  of  the  U.S.  Section 

76.119  The  records  of  the  U.S.  Section  of  the 
Commission  include  correspondence  and  related 
records,  records  produced  during  the  surveying 
activities  of  the  U.S.  Section,  and  administrative  files 
concerning  the  management  of  the  U.S.  Section. 

76.120  The  correspondence  files  of  Col.  John  W. 
Barlow,  the  U.S.  Commissioner,  consist  primarily  of 
letters  and  telegrams  sent  and  received  by  the  Sec¬ 
tion.  Copies  of  letters  sent  by  the  U.S.  Commis¬ 
sioner,  1891-96  (7  in.),  to  the  Departments  of  State 
and  the  Treasury,  and  to  engineers,  surveyors, 
astronomers,  Mexican  officials,  and  others,  concern 
the  boundary  survey,  the  purchase  and  erection  of 
monuments,  the  organization  of  the  International 
Boundary  Commission,  procurement,  accounts,  and 
other  matters  affecting  the  progress  of  the  survey  and 
the  administration  of  the  U.S.  Section.  The  letters 
received  by  the  U.S.  Commissioner,  1891-96  (6 
in.),  which  are  arranged  by  name  of  correspondent, 
are  from  surveyors,  engineers,  astronomers,  manufac¬ 
turing  firms,  and  others,  and  relate  to  the  work  and 
progress  of  the  boundary  survey,  procurement, 
accounts,  and  other  administrative  matters.  Among 
these  letters  are  a  few  sent  by  Barlow  to  subordi¬ 
nates,  and  they  are  filed  under  Barlow’s  name. 

76.121  Though  maintained  separately  from  the 
other  letters  received,  instructions  received  from  the 
Department  of  State,  1891-96  (3  in.),  were  treated 
as  letters  and  recorded  with  other  incoming  letters  in 
the  register  of  letters  received,  1891-96  (1  vol.,  3 
in.).  The  register  covers  most  of  the  letters  received 
and  includes  a  name  and  subject  index.  Register 
entries  consist  of  date  of  receipt,  title  or  name  of 
correspondent,  subject,  and  date  of  reply,  if  any,  to 
each  incoming  letter,  which  means  that  the  register 
may  be  used  as  an  informal  index  to  the  letters  sent. 

76.122  Telegrams  sent  and  received,  1891-94(1 
vol.,  3  in.),  are  arranged  in  rough  chronological 
order.  A  name  index  is  included  in  the  volume. 
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Also  filed  with  the  correspondence  is  a  printed 
Mexican  memorial,  1901  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  which 
Mexico  presented  to  the  U.S.  Section  for  its  informa¬ 
tion.  The  memorial  includes  photographs,  maps, 
charts,  and  astronomical  data  relating  to  the  surveying 
and  re-marking  of  the  boundary  line  from  El  Paso  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean. 

76.123  Grouped  together  as  "Survey  Records" 
are  journals,  reports,  fieldbooks  presenting  various 
kinds  of  scientific  information,  maps,  and  photo¬ 
graphs  produced  during  the  survey  of  the  southern 
boundary.  Journals  of  survey  teams,  1892  (3  vols., 
2  in.),  provide  information  on  the  organization  and 
progress  of  the  teams,  dates  of  operation,  areas 
surveyed,  and  names  of  team  members.  A  journal 
of  survey  progress,  1892-94  (2  vols.,  3  in.),  kept  by 
J.T.  Amos  chronicles  the  activities  of  the  tangent, 
topographical,  and  astronomical  teams  and  the  prog¬ 
ress  being  made.  Reports  on  surveys,  1893,  1895 
(2  in.),  based  on  surveys  and  computations  prepared 
for  the  U.S.  Section,  include  a  report  on  line  determi¬ 
nation  between  the  Colorado  River  and  Nogales,  an 
astronomical  and  line  report,  a  report  on  telegraphic 
differences  of  longitude  stations,  and  copies  of  survey 
reports  prepared  by  the  Mexican  Section.  Progress 
reports,  1894  (1  in.),  submitted  by  the  survey  teams 
to  the  Engineer-in-Charge  of  the  U.S.  Section, 
include  a  detailed  report  from  J.L.  Van  Omum, 
Assistant  Engineer,  who  supervised  a  topographical 
party  that  surveyed  the  desert  from  the  Rio  Grande  to 
the  Colorado  River. 

76.124  Scientific  data  were  recorded  in  several 
multivolume  series  of  fieldbooks.  Most  voluminous 
are  the  topographical  notes,  1892-93  (122  vols.,  4 
ft.),  arranged  numerically  in  two  groups:  general, 
1-103,  and  California,  1-19.  Most  of  these  field- 
books  include  topographical  sketches,  but  a  separate 
series  consists  solely  of  topographical  sketches,  ca. 
1892-93  (9  vols.,  4  in.),  showing  various  topographi¬ 
cal  features  of  the  terrain  along  the  southern  bound¬ 
ary  line.  Astronomical  observations,  1892-93  (76 
vols.,  3  ft.),  arranged  chiefly  by  type  of  observation, 
contain  data  compiled  from  the  use  of  various  instru¬ 
ments  to  determine  latitudes,  tangent  lines,  azimuth 
lines,  horizontal  angles,  and  triangulations.  Level 
books,  1892-93  (23  vols.,  1  ft.),  contain  data  on 
elevations  with  reductions  to  mean  sea  level.  Com¬ 
putations  (7  in.)  based  on  data  acquired  by  die 
survey  and  astronomical  teams,  are  arranged  in  die 


following  order:  Computations  for  apparent  place 
and  azimuth  lines,  astronomical  computations, 
computations  for  line  monuments,  and  triangulation 
computations. 

76.125  Related  series  consist  of  a  record  of  the 
primary  stadia  lines,  1893  (2  vols.,  2  in.);  a  record 
of  monument  locations,  1893  (2  vols.,  1  in.);  a  list 
of  survey  stations  (1  vol.,  1/2  in.),  identifying  the 
types  of  observations  made  at  each  station  and  the 
instruments  used;  and  meteorological  records, 
1892-93  (1  vol.,  1/2  in.),  recording  climatic  condi¬ 
tions  observed  at  the  several  astronomical  stations 
along  the  southern  boundary. 

76.126  Cartographic  records  consist  of  manu¬ 
script  field  maps  (41  items),  which,  in  addition  to 
showing  the  boundary  line,  contain  information 
relating  to  vegetation,  soils,  minerals,  and  other 
resources.  Filed  separately  is  a  printed  1899  copy  of 
Emory’s  Map  29  that  was  rejected  by  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  of  the  treaty  of  1853  (1  item).  The  map 
covers  the  area  in  the  vicinity  of  El  Paso  and  bears 
die  statement  "Rejected  by  Mexico  because  of  the 
Absence  of  and  evident  erasure  of  signatures  and 
abandoned  by  the  United  States  as  having  no  legal 
significance."  The  signatures  of  the  International 
Boundary  Commissioners  and  surveyors  are  repro¬ 
duced  on  the  printed  copy.  Additional  information 
regarding  this  map  can  be  found  in  the  map  records 
described  in  76.104. 

76.127  Photographic  documentation  of  die 
activities  of  the  U.S.  Section  consists  of  photograph¬ 
ic  negatives  and  photographs,  1892-94  (OM,  MB), 
of  boundary  markers  and  monuments  and  of  various 
scenes  on  and  near  the  southern  boundary  line.  Some 
of  these  were  taken  by  D.R.  Payne  of  Albuquerque, 
NM. 

76.128  The  administrative  records  primarily 
concern  the  procurement  of  supplies,  authorization  of 
expenditures,  property  accountability,  personnel 
matters,  and  appropriations.  Information  about 
problems  widi  Indians  is  found  in  the  miscellaneous 
administrative  records,  1891-96  (1  in.),  which  also 
concern  procurement,  employees,  contracts,  and  odier 
matters  relating  to  the  operations  of  die  survey  teams. 
A  separate  series  consists  of  copies  of  die  daily 
publication,  Congressional  Record ,  (1  in.)  for  May 
13,  and  June  11  and  13,  1896,  containing  transcripts 
of  speeches  and  debates  on  the  southern  line  of  the 
United  States. 
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International  (Water)  boundary  Commission, 
1891-96 

76.129  The  International  Boundary  Commission 
that  functioned  from  1891  to  1896  was  concerned 
only  with  the  land  boundary  separating  the  United 
States  from  Mexico.  But  problems  existed  also  with 
the  water  boundary,  chiefly  due  to  avulsive  changes 
in  the  courses  of  the  Colorado  River  and  the  Rio 
Grande.  On  November  12,  1884,  the  United  States 
and  Mexico  concluded  a  convention  establishing  the 
principles  of  accretion  and  avulsion  applicable  to  the 
rivers,  but  no  provision  was  made  for  the  creation  of 
a  commission  to  study  the  problem. 

76.130  Within  five  years  of  the  convention’s 
signing,  the  problems  of  erosion  and  meandering  had 
become  so  acute  that  the  two  countries  concluded 
another  convention  on  March  1,  1889,  establishing  an 
International  Boundary  Commission  to  investigate 
changes  in  the  course  of  the  rivers  to  determine 
whether  the  change  "occurred  through  avulsion  or 
erosion"  as  based  upon  the  principles  stated  in  articles 
I  and  II  of  the  1884  convention.  If  the  river  changed 
course  by  erosion,  the  new  course  of  the  river  would 
serve  as  the  boundary  line;  if  it  changed  by  avulsion 
(a  violent  and  abrupt  change  usually  caused  by  flood) 
the  boundary  line  would  remain  in  the  former  bed  of 
the  river. 

76.131  The  Commission  was  to  be  in  force  for  a 
period  of  five  years  from  the  date  of  exchange  of 
ratifications,  but  later  conventions  made  it  a  perma¬ 
nent  body.  The  U.S.  and  Mexican  Commissioners 
met  on  January  8,  1894,  and  organized  what  is 
commonly  referred  to  as  the  International  (Water) 
Boundary  Commission.  The  work  of  the  Commission 
was  temporarily  suspended  between  1911  and  1917 
because  of  the  revolution  in  Mexico. 

76.132  Prior  to  1911,  the  chief  activities  of  the 
Commission  involved  bancos,  the  sections  of  land  cut 
off  when  a  river  changed  course,  which,  in  the  case 
of  boundary  rivers,  meant  a  change  of  jurisdiction 
from  one  nation  to  another.  The  Commission  was 
responsible  for  locating  the  bancos,  determining  their 
origin,  assigning  them  to  either  the  United  States  or 
Mexico,  and  marking  the  boundary  to  reflect  the 
change.  On  March  20,  1905,  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  concluded  a  convention  that  authorized  the 
International  (Water)  Boundary  Commission  to 
eliminate  bancos  and  provided  for  the  reciprocal 
rights  of  citizens  who,  because  of  the  change  of  the 


course  of  the  Rio  Grande,  found  themselves  on  land 
belonging  to  the  other  country. 

76.133  For  a  brief  time,  the  Commission  was 
also  involved  with  the  Commission  for  the  Study  of 
the  Equitable  Distribution  of  the  Water  of  the  Rio 
Grande  and  Colorado  River,  which  was  established  in 
1908.  When  the  original  U.S.  representative  to  this 
Commission  resigned  in  1910,  the  State  Department 
appointed  the  secretary  of  the  U.S.  Section  of  the 
International  (Water)  Boundary  Commission  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  Thereafter,  the  U.S.  Section  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  (Water)  Boundary  Commission  and  the  U.S. 
Section  of  the  Commission  for  the  Study  of  the 
Equitable  Distribution  of  the  Water  of  the  Rio  Grande 
and  Colorado  River  used  the  same  organizational 
structure  for  their  operation  and  made  free  use  of 
each  other’s  data. 

76.134  The  International  (Water)  Boundary 
Commission  was  also  given  the  task  of  deciding 
whether  the  Chamizal  tract  belonged  to  the  United 
States  or  Mexico.  The  Chamizal  is  an  area  of 
approximately  600  acres  lying  between  the  Rio 
Grande  on  the  south  and  the  1852-53  channel  of  the 
river  on  the  north.  The  tract  is  adjacent  to  one  of  the 
more  densely  populated  sections  of  El  Paso  and  for  a 
time  was  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 
The  problem  of  determining  jurisdiction  first  came 
before  the  International  (Water)  Boundary  Commis¬ 
sion  in  1895,  but  no  decision  was  reached. 

76.135  On  June  24,  1910,  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  concluded  a  convention  that  provided  for 
arbitration  of  the  Chamizal  problem  by  calling  for  the 
addition  of  a  third  Commissioner,  a  Canadian,  to 
assist  the  U.S.  and  Mexican  Commissioners  in 
resolving  the  problem.  The  three  Commissioners 
held  their  first  meeting  on  May  15,  1911,  and  an¬ 
nounced  their  award  one  month  later.  The  award 
granted  to  Mexico  that  section  of  the  tract  that  was 
south  of  the  Rio  Grande  as  it  had  run  before  1864. 
Since  the  Commission  made  no  effort  to  determine 
the  course  of  the  river  in  1864,  the  decision  essential¬ 
ly  gave  the  tract  to  Mexico. 

76.136  The  claim  to  the  Chamizal  tract  remained 
a  constant  source  of  irritation  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  until  1963,  when  the  United  States 
finally  agreed  that  the  tract  belonged  to  Mexico. 

76.137  The  bulk  of  the  textual  records  of  the 
International  (Water)  Boundary  Commission  (11  ft.) 
cover  the  period  1894-1914,  with  a  few  reference 
materials  dated  as  early  as  1802  and  a  few  documents 
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as  late  as  1937.  The  cartographic  records  date  from 
1848  to  1928.  The  records  are  divided  into  two 
groups:  those  relating  to  the  Commission  in  general 
and  those  of  the  U.S.  Section  of  the  Commission. 
The  list  and  index  described  in  76.12  serve  as  a 
finding  aid  to  these  records. 

Records  of  the  Commission 

76.138  A  printed  copy  of  the  general  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Commission,  1895-1903  (2  vols.,  3  in.), 
issued  in  1903,  includes  hearings  and  reports  on 
matters  affecting  the  fixing  of  the  southern  water 
boundary,  including  bancos,  the  Chamizal  controver¬ 
sy,  the  meandering  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the  use  of 
the  Colorado  River.  Original  signed  minutes  of 
proceedings,  1907-08,  1914  (1/2  in.),  relate  to 
Bermudez  Banco,  the  erection  of  monuments,  and 
lands  near  Real  de  San  Lorenzo.  Printed  copies  of 
proceedings,  1896-1910  (9  vols.,  3  in.),  concern 
selected  subjects  such  as  the  Island  of  San  Elizario, 
1896;  obstructions  opposite  Columbia,  Nuevo  Leon, 
1897;  protests  from  the  cities  of  El  Paso  and  Chihua¬ 
hua  against  unduly  projecting  jetties,  1898;  die 
placement  of  additional  monuments  through  the  town 
of  Naco,  Arizona-Sonora,  1906,  and  in  the  towns  of 
Douglas  and  Augua  Prieta,  1907;  the  diversion  of  the 
Rio  Grande  by  the  American  Rio  Grande  Land  and 
Irrigation  Company,  1906;  and  the  placement  of 
additional  monuments  to  mark  the  line  through 
Calexico,  CA,  and  Mexicali,  Bajo  California,  and  the 
restoration  of  monument  No.  221  near  those  towns, 
1909. 

Records  of  the  U.S.  Section 

76.139  The  records  of  die  U.S.  Section  are 
composed  of  correspondence  files,  background 
materials,  reports  and  publications,  cartographic 
records,  administrative  records,  and  records  concern¬ 
ing  bancos,  die  Chamizal  tract,  and  die  Commission 
for  the  Study  of  the  Equitable  Distribution  of  die 
Water  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Colorado  River. 

76.140  A  relatively  large  series  of  general 
correspondence,  1899-1916  (4  ft.),  is  actually 
composed  of  several  smaller  files,  or  subseries, 
consisting  of  letters  received  and  copies  of  letters 
sent,  instructions,  telegrams,  and  memorandums  diat 
relate  to  the  general  activities  of  the  International 
(Water)  Boundary  Commission  and  die  administra¬ 
tion,  operation,  and  work  of  die  U.S.  Section.  Some 


of  the  subseries  are  correspondence  of  the  U.S. 
Commission  with  the  Consulting  Engineer,  1900- 
1904,  1908-9;  correspondence  of  the  U.S.  Commis¬ 
sioners,  1914-16;  instructions  from  the  Department  of 
State,  1908-11;  and  telegrams,  1899-1903.  A  com¬ 
plete  listing  of  the  subseries  appears  in  Entry  479  of 
Preliminary  Inventory  170. 

76.141  Correspondence  concerning  special 
subjects,  1905-13  (3  in.),  is  arranged  under  the 
following  headings;  Equitable  distribution  of  the 
water  of  the  Rio  Grande,  1905,  1907,  1910-13; 
monuments  and  a  proposed  international  highway 
near  "Bosque  de  Cordoba,"  1907;  complaint  of 
Senora  Josefa  J.  Bermudez  concerning  land  near  El 
Paso,  1907;  Juarez  Canal  and  Franklin  Canal,  1909; 
and  San  Antonio  claims,  1909.  Included  are  related 
maps,  charts,  and  reports.  Also  among  the  corre¬ 
spondence  fdes  are  bound  press  copies  of  letters 
received  by  the  U.S.  Commissioner,  1896-1906  (2 
vols.,  3  in.),  and  letters  received  from  the  Mexican 
Commissioner,  1907-14  (3  in.),  that  include  copies 
of  instructions  from  the  Mexican  Foreign  Office, 
maps,  charts,  reports,  and  proposals. 

76.142  Background  files  consist  of  printed  copies 
of  several  treaties  and  conventions  (1/2  in.)  conclud¬ 
ed  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  1848-1905, 
concerning  the  southern  boundary  and  the  use  of  the 
international  waters,  and  typed  copies  of  records 
concerning  the  southern  boundary  (2  ft.).  Most  of 
the  typescripts  are  of  documents  from  the  central  files 
of  the  Department  of  State  and  are  dated  between 
1802  and  1911.  Included  are  copies  of  documents 
from  the  files  of  miscellaneous  and  domestic  letters, 
diplomatic  despatches  and  instructions,  and  notes  to 
and  from  foreign  legations  in  the  United  States.  One 
item  in  this  series,  however,  is  a  copy  of  a  1907 
journal  and  related  documents  of  the  International 
(Water)  Boundary  Commission.  Among  the  other 
documents  in  die  series  are  copies  of  a  journal  of  the 
Joint  Commission  to  run  and  mark  the  United  States- 
Mexican  boundary  line,  1849-50,  and  correspondence 
concerning  the  joint  United  States-Mexican  report  on 
monuments  near  El  Paso,  1901-2.  All  of  die  files  are 
listed  in  Preliminary  Inventory  170  (entry  486). 

76.143  The  collection  of  reports  and  publications 
includes  press  copies  of  a  report  and  proceedings  on 
international  dams  for  the  period  1896-1901  (1 
vol.,  2  in.).  This  report  on  proposed  dams  along  the 
Rio  Grande  was  prepared  by  W.W.  Follett,  U.S. 
Consulting  Engineer  for  die  U.S.  Commissioner. 
Also  included  are  several  publications  concerning 
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the  Elephant  Butte  Dam  Controversy,  1901,  1908, 
1914  (3  in.),  and  miscellaneous  printed  documents, 
1896,  1907-8,  1914-15  (1  in.),  that  include  a  report 
on  the  international  dam  and  reservoir  at  Rio  Grande 
del  Norte,  1896;  a  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
International  (Water)  Boundary  Commission  before 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  elimination  of  bancos  in  the 
Rio  Grande,  1908;  and  opinions  on  the  international 
water  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Colorado  River  and 
their  tributaries.  A  report  of  the  U.S.  Commissioner 
concerning  the  Commission’s  special  report  on  certain 
bancos  in  the  lower  Rio  Grande  is  one  of  several 
reports  among  the  publications  concerning  the 
International  Boundary  Commission,  1895  (3  vols., 
2  in.).  Also  included  are  reports  and  decisions,  with 
maps,  on  the  Brownsville  and  Matamoros  jetties,  and 
a  study  on  silt  in  the  Rio  Grande. 

76.144  Cartographic  records  include  maps 
showing  proposals  for  improving  the  Rio  Grande 
near  El  Paso,  1886-1901  (9  items);  maps  showing 
international  bridges  across  the  Rio  Grande, 
1894-1911  (5  items);  maps  relating  to  the  use  of  the 
Rio  Grande  (7  items),  showing  parts  of  the  river 
between  Mission  and  Rio  Grande  City;  and  property 
maps  of  parts  of  Texas,  ca.  1908  (2  items),  showing 
Val  Verde  County  and  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  in  Starr 
County.  Miscellaneous  maps,  1848-1924  (10  items), 
include  a  map  showing  the  route  taken  in  1848  by 
Maj.  B.L.  Beall  to  assist  F.X.  Aubrey’s  wagon  train 
against  a  rumored  attack  by  Apaches  in  New  Mexico; 
a  photostat  copy  of  James  Hall’s  geological  map  of 
the  United  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  River;  a 
map  published  by  the  Geological  Survey  showing  the 
geology  of  the  Granfield  District  in  Oklahoma;  a 
blueprint  map  of  the  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation 
Company,  Sierra  County,  NM;  and  maps  of  Colorado 
and  New  Mexico  published  by  the  General  Land 
Office  and  annotated  to  show  districts  for  controlling 
the  Rio  Grande. 

76.145  Administrative  records  include  a  one- 
volume  personnel  record,  1894-99  (1/2  in.),  kept  by 
the  secretary  to  the  U.S.  Section.  The  record  shows 
dates  of  arrival  and  departure  of  personnel,  assign¬ 
ments  to  survey  teams,  and  other  matters  affecting 
the  personnel  of  the  Section. 

76.146  Records  relating  to  the  bancos  consist  of 
proceedings,  correspondence,  and  numerous  maps. 
Original  signed  proceedings,  1894-95,  1907-10  (4 
vols.  and  unbound  papers,  3  in.),  record  the  meetings 
of  the  International  Boundary  Commission  concerning 


various  bancos,  1894-95.  Printed  proceedings  of  the 
Commission,  1907-10,  in  English  and  Spanish, 
concerning  the  elimination  of  bancos,  include  copies 
of  related  reports,  charts,  and  maps.  Correspon¬ 
dence  concerning  bancos,  1907,  1910-12  (2  in.), 
arranged  chronologically  under  the  headings  "bancos 
cases"  and  "Solisenito  Banco,"  consists  of  letters 
exchanged  between  the  U.S.  Section  and  the  Mexican 
Commissioner,  the  Department  of  State,  surveyors, 
and  others  about  the  settlement  of  banco  cases. 
Included  are  reports  and  charts  on  the  Solisenito 
Banco. 

76.147  Among  the  more  than  250  cartographic 
items  concerning  bancos  are  maps  showing  bancos 
and  recommended  boundary  changes  in  the  Rio 
Grande,  1898  (3  items),  one  of  which  shows  the 
1853  channel  of  the  river,  the  bancos,  the  acreage  of 
each,  the  names  of  claimants  to  the  banco  areas, 
vegetation,  terrain,  soil  types,  the  1898  boundary 
line,  and  proposed  changes  in  the  boundary.  Manu¬ 
script  plats  of  bancos  in  the  Rio  Grande,  1910-12 
(151  items),  numbered  from  1  to  189,  show  present 
and  former  boundary  lines,  river  courses,  and  monu¬ 
ments.  Each  plat  gives  the  name  of  the  banco, 
identifies  the  country  from  which  it  was  cut,  and 
gives  the  date  of  the  cutoff.  Other  maps  show 
bancos  in  the  Rio  Grande  (4  items),  changes  in  the 
boundary  along  the  Rio  Grande  River  (58  items), 
the  Rio  Grande  at  Brownsville  and  Matamoros, 
1894  (5  items),  and  the  Rio  Grande  drainage  basin, 
1888-1915  (10  items).  A  topographic  map  of  the 
Rio  Grande  Valley  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to 
Roma,  1911  (8  items),  constructed  from  surveys  in 
1909,  1910,  and  1911,  shows  contours,  past  and 
present  river  courses,  roads,  houses,  settlements, 
ranches  by  name  of  owner,  and  street  plans  of  U.S. 
and  Mexican  cities  in  the  valley. 

76.148  Several  textual  series  document  the 
arbitration  of  the  Chamizal  tract  problem.  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Chamizal  arbitration,  1911  (4  vols.,  10 
in.),  consist  of  English  and  Spanish  versions  of  the 
signed  minutes  of  meetings  of  the  Arbitral  Tribunal 
of  the  International  Boundary  Commission.  The 
claim  of  each  country  is  stated  in  the  printed  argu¬ 
ment  of  Mexico,  1911  (1  vol.,  1/2  in.),  and  in  the 
printed  copies  of  the  documents  presented  by  the 
United  States,  1911  (5  vols.,  6  in.),  that  include  the 
U.S.  case  signed  by  the  U.S.  Agent,  a  one-volume 
appendix  to  the  case,  the  argument  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  U.S.  countercase.  The  award  in  the 
Chamizal  case,  1911  (1  vol.,  1/2  in.),  is  included  in 
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the  printed  proceedings  of  meetings  of  the  Arbitral 
Tribunal  held  on  June  10  and  15,  1911.  Also  includ¬ 
ed  are  the  dissenting  opinions  of  the  U.S.  and  Mexi¬ 
can  Commissioners  and  the  protest  of  William  C. 
Dennis,  the  U.S.  Agent. 

76.149  The  correspondence  of  the  U.S.  Agent, 
1910-11  (4  in.),  consists  of  letters  Dennis  received 
and  copies  of  letters  he  sent  concerning  the  settlement 
of  the  Chamizal  dispute,  as  well  as  copies  of  reports, 
claims,  newspaper  clippings,  and  other  documents. 
Letters  received  and  copies  of  letters  sent  by  the  U.S. 
Commission,  staff  members  of  the  U.S.  Section,  and 
the  U.S.  Agent  constitute  the  file  of  miscellaneous 
correspondence  concerning  the  Chamizal  arbitra¬ 
tion,  1907,  1910-13  (2  in.).  These  letters  concern 
the  claims  filed  by  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  the 
progress  of  the  arbitration  and  the  final  settlement, 
and  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  United  States. 
Other  records  relating  to  the  arbitration  include  copies 
of  subpoenas,  1910  (1  in.),  requiring  residents  in  the 
Chamizal  area  to  appear  before  the  Arbitral  Tribunal, 
and  maps  relating  to  the  Chamizal  case,  1896  (2 
items). 

76.150  The  cooperation  between  the  International 
(Water)  Boundary  Commission  and  the  Commission 
for  the  Study  of  the  Equitable  Distribution  of  Water 
of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Colorado  River  is  documented 
by  press  copies  of  letters  sent  by  the  U.S.  Commis¬ 
sioner,  1910-11  (1  vol.,  1  in.).  The  Commissioner 
wrote  to  the  Departments  of  State  and  the  Interior, 
the  Geological  Survey,  the  Mexican  Commissioner, 
lawyers,  and  others  concerning  the  progress  in 
settling  the  problems  regarding  the  distribution  of  the 
water  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Related  records  are  found 
in  series  described  in  76.141  and  76.143. 


RECORDS  RELATING  TO 
INTERNATIONAL  CLAIMS 

76.151  Claims  of  U.S.  citizens  against  foreign 
governments  and  claims  of  foreign  citizens  or  sub¬ 
jects  against  the  U.S.  Government  are  usually  settled 
by  direct  diplomatic  negotiation,  but  they  may  also  be 
settled  by  claims  commissions,  arbitration,  or  outright 
award  as  directed  by  the  terms  of  treaties,  conven¬ 
tions,  or  other  international  acts.  The  records  in  this 
record  group  that  relate  to  claims  are  chiefly  those  of 
international  and  domestic  claims  commissions 
established  between  1794  and  1947.  Great  Britain, 


Texas,  and  Mexico  were  parties  to  the  commissions 
whose  records  are  discussed  in  this  guide,  but  records 
involving  many  other  countries  and  territories, 
including  the  Papal  States  and  the  Two  Sicilies,  are 
included  in  the  record  group.  A  miscellaneous  claims 
collection  even  includes  records  on  the  Yazoo  land 
claims,  1795-1816,  in  Western  Georgia  (now  Missis¬ 
sippi).  All  of  these  records  are  described  in  some 
detail  in  inventories  compiled  by  George  S.  Ulibarri: 
Preliminary  Inventory  of  Records  Relating  to  Interna¬ 
tional  Claims  (PI  177)  and  Preliminary  Inventory  of 
the  Records  of  United  States  and  Mexican  Claims 
Commissions  (PI  136).  Revised  entries  for  the 
records  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  United  States 
and  Mexico,  1840-42,  are  available  in  the  National 
Archives  microfiche  edition  of  PI  136.  The  records 
of  the  American  Mexican  Claims  Commission, 
1943-47,  are  described  in  the  automated  Archival 
Information  System. 

Great  Britain 

Joint  Commission  on  Hudson’s  Bay  and 
Puget’s  Sound  Agricultural  Companies’ 
Claims,  1865-69 

76.152  The  treaty  of  July  1,  1863,  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  provided  for  the 
settlement  of  claims  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company 
and  its  subsidiary,  the  Puget’s  Sound  Agricultural 
Company.  These  companies,  which  had  extensive 
holdings  in  Oregon  Territory,  maintained  that  U.S. 
authorities  had  failed  to  protect  their  property  rights 
and  privileges  as  guaranteed  by  the  1846  treaty  that 
had  established  the  49th  parallel  as  the  northwest 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Canada.  A 
three-member  Commission,  composed  of  an  umpire 
and  a  commissioner  from  each  country,  was  estab¬ 
lished  to  consider  the  companies’  claims  and  to 
determine  a  suitable  monetary  compensation  for  their 
properties  and  the  infringement  of  their  rights.  The 
Commissioners  held  their  first  meeting  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC,  on  January  7,  1865.  The  final  award,  on 
September  10,  1869,  gave  $450,000  to  the  Hudson’s 
Bay  Co.  and  $200,000  to  the  Puget’s  Sound  Agricul¬ 
tural  Co. 

76.153  The  documents  presented  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion  by  representatives  of  both  sides  of  the  dispute 
contain  considerable  information  about  life  and 
conditions  in  the  Oregon  Territory  during  the  mid- 
19th  century. 
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76.154  Minutes  of  the  Commission,  Jan.  7, 
1865-Sept.  10,  1869  (1  in.),  provide  a  brief  account 
of  the  business  transacted  at  each  session.  Included 
are  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  July  1,  1863,  appointment 
papers  of  the  Commissioners,  and  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  adopted  for  the  transaction  of  business.  Minutes 
of  meetings  held  through  February  24,  1869,  are 
recorded  in  the  first  33  pages  of  an  otherwise  blank 
volume;  minutes  for  the  later  meetings  are  unbound. 

76.155  Printed  records,  ca.  1857-68  (7  in), 
prepared  by  the  British,  are  arranged  chiefly  by  type 
of  record  and  include  memorials  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay 
and  Puget’s  Sound  Agricultural  Companies,  and 
depositions,  letters,  and  other  documents  submitted  as 
evidence  by  each  company.  Among  the  records  are 
a  547-page  report  on  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Co.,  with 
appendixes  on  such  topics  as  Indian  population  in  the 
area  and  company  holdings;  a  copy  of  the  company’s 
crown  charter;  and  a  pamphlet  issued  by  the  company 
concerning  its  position  and  prospects  in  1866. 
Documents  concerning  the  Puget’s  Sound  Agricultural 
Co.  include  a  deed  of  settlement,  an  assessment  of 
lands  claimed,  1857-58,  and  closing  arguments. 

76.156  Documentary  evidence  relative  to  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  and  the  Puget’s  Sound  Agricultural 
Companies,  ca.  1863-69  (1  ft.),  is  also  arranged  by 
type  of  record.  Among  these  documents  are  copies 
of  more  than  100  depositions  presented  to  the  Com¬ 
missioners  in  support  of  the  companies’  claims.  Also 
included  are  a  list  of  posts  and  establishments  in 
Oregon  (with  improvements  to  the  properties  noted) 
belonging  to  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Co.,  1846;  correspon¬ 
dence  between  U.S.  military  and  civil  officers  and 
company  officials,  ca.  1848-60;  and  newspaper 
clippings. 

76.157  Five  volumes  of  U.S.  printed  records, 
ca.  1863-69  (6  in.),  include  testimony  regarding  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  and  the  Puget’s  Sound  Agricultural 
Companies,  consisting  chiefly  of  depositions  and 
affidavits,  many  of  them  taken  in  Oregon,  1867; 
arguments  relative  to  the  companies;  and  a  copy  of 
the  final  opinion  and  award  of  the  Commissioners, 
September  10,  1869.  Also  included  are  pamphlets  on 
Commission  rules  and  regulations  and  on  the  Oregon 
Territory,  1830.  Documentary  evidence,  ca.  1854- 
66  (2  in.),  produced  by  the  United  States,  includes 
copies  of  letters  exchanged  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  British  Government  over  alleged  en¬ 
croachment  on  property  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Co.  by 
the  U.S.  military,  ca.  1858,  and  a  report  of  Isaac  I. 
Stevens,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Washington,  to 


the  State  Department,  June  21,  1854,  relative  to  the 
company’s  property  in  the  Territory.  Depositions 
taken  in  England  by  U.S.  officials,  1866,  are  also 
included.  Both  series,  printed  records  and  documen¬ 
tary  evidence,  are  generally  arranged  by  type  of 
record. 

76.158  Miscellaneous  records,  1837-69  (10  in.), 
arranged  in  folders  by  type  of  record,  were  produced 
or  accumulated  by  the  Commission  in  its  work. 
Included  are  records  of  George  Gibbs,  clerk  of  the 
Commission,  consisting  of  copies  of  letters  sent, 
1865-67;  letters  received,  ca.  1865-68;  and  Gibbs’ 
notes  on  the  companies’  claims,  1866.  Also  included 
are  copies  of  letters  and  documents  accumulated  by 
the  State  Department  concerning  Oregon  Territory, 
ca.  1837-59;  materials  on  U.S.  proposals  to  purchase 
property  rights  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  and  Puget’s 
Sound  Agricultural  Companies,  1848-53;  a  report  on 
Oregon  Territory,  1839;  and  a  record  book  of  Com¬ 
mission  expenditures,  ca.  1865-69. 

76.159  Maps  and  photographs,  ca.  1849-68  (3 
in.),  were  submitted  to  the  Commission  by  both  the 
United  States  and  the  companies.  The  46  carto¬ 
graphic  items  include  maps  showing  Fort  Vancouver; 
Steilacoom  Harbor;  Oregon  in  1866;  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia  River.  Printed  graphics  and 
photographic  prints  (PS)  credited  to  Alexander 
Gardner  show  a  mission  and  forts  and  trading  posts 
in  Idaho  and  Washington,  including  Forts  Boise, 
Hall,  Colville,  Walla  Walla,  and  Vancouver. 

76.160  Fort  Vancouver,  which  served  as  the 
western  headquarters  of  Hudson’s  Bay  Co.  from  1825 
to  1849,  has  been  designated  a  National  Historic  Site 
by  the  National  Park  Service.  The  Oregon  City  home 
of  Dr.  John  McLoughlin,  the  chief  factor  at  Fort 
Vancouver  and  the  man  often  called  the  "Father  of 
Oregon,"  also  has  been  designated  a  National  Historic 
Site. 

Texas 

Claims  settled  by  the  Convention  of  April 
11,  1838 

76.161  By  the  terms  of  the  1838  convention,  the 
Republic  of  Texas  agreed  to  pay  to  the  United  States 
$1 1,750  in  settlement  of  claims  of  American  citizens. 
The  claims  records,  ca.  1836-48  (1  in.),  consist 
primarily  of  letters  received  by  the  State  Department 
from  U.S.  citizens,  regarding  the  adjustment  of 
grievances  against  the  Government  of  Texas. 
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76.162  Most  of  the  letters  concern  the  illegal 
seizure  of  two  American  vessels,  the  schooner  Mary 
Elizabeth  and  the  brigantine  Pocket,  and  the  confisca¬ 
tion  of  their  cargoes.  Other  claims  documented  in 
this  series  are  those  of  Moses  Campbell  and  C.W. 
Dean,  for  compensation  for  a  large  quantity  of  bacon 
seized  by  Texas  troops;  C .J.  Nourse,  for  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  Texas  treasury  notes;  and  John  Woodward,  et 
al.,  for  recognition  of  a  land  grant.  A  "Miscel¬ 
laneous "  file  contains  one  letter  concerning  a  plan  of 
the  Texas  Government  to  induce  the  Texas  Cherokee 
to  move  to  Arkansas. 

76.163  The  records  are  in  folders  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  claimant  or  vessel.  The 
"Miscellaneous"  folder  is  at  the  end  of  the  series. 
The  files  contain  no  information  regarding  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  claims,  some  of  which  are  dated  after  the 
convention  was  concluded. 

Mexico 

Board  of  Commissioners,  United  States  and 
Mexico,  1840-42 

76.164  This  Board  was  created  under  the  claims 
convention  of  April  11,  1839,  to  adjudicate  claims 
based  on  injuries  to  persons  and  property  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  suffered  at  the  hands  of  Mexican 
citizens  prior  to  the  date  of  the  convention.  The 
Board  consisted  of  four  Commissioners,  two  to  be 
named  by  the  President  of  each  country.  The  Board 
was  to  meet  in  Washington  for  a  period  of  18  months 
to  decide  upon  the  justice  of  the  claims  and  the 
amount  of  compensation,  if  any,  due  from  the  Mexi¬ 
can  Government.  In  case  of  differences  between  the 
Commissioners,  the  King  of  Prussia  or  his  representa¬ 
tive  was  to  act  as  umpire. 

76.165  The  Board,  which  met  in  Washington 
from  August  25,  1840,  to  February  25,  1842,  re¬ 
ceived  a  total  of  109  claims  but  reached  final  deci¬ 
sions  in  only  72  cases.  Awards  totaling  $439,393.82 
were  granted  in  11  cases,  several  cases  were  rejected, 
and  57  others  were  transferred  to  the  umpire.  The 
umpire  decided  favorably  in  53  cases,  awarding  a 
total  of  $1,586,745.86. 

76.166  When  the  Board’s  18-month  term  expired, 
37  claims  were  still  undecided  and  several  additional 
claims  had  not  yet  been  presented  to  the  Board. 
These  additional  claims  and  the  undecided  claims 
were  later  adjudicated  by  a  U.S.  Board  of  Commis¬ 
sioners  established  in  1849  (76.175).  As  a  result, 


some  records  of  the  1839  Board  of  Commissioners 
are  filed  with  the  records  of  the  1849  Board  of 
Commissioners,  and  in  turn,  some  records  of  the 
1849  Board  are  filed  with  records  of  the  1839  Board. 

76.167  The  Board  of  Commissioners’  final 
report,  dated  April  23,  1842,  and  many  related 
documents  have  been  published  as  S.  Doc.  320,  27th 
Congress,  2d  session  (Serial  398).  The  report 
describes  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 
the  many  problems  encountered,  and  details  of 
important  cases.  One  of  the  related  documents, 
"Tabular  Statement  of  claims  on  Mexico  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  presented  and  decided  under  the 
Convention  with  Mexico,"  identifies  the  various 
claims  presented  to  the  Board  and  indicates  their 
status,  showing  the  names  of  the  claimants,  the 
amount  of  the  claim,  the  amount  and  date  of  the 
award,  and  a  brief  statement  concerning  the  nature  of 
each  claim.  Most  of  the  claims  concern  events  that 
took  place  in  Old  Mexico,  but  a  few  relate  to  inci¬ 
dents  that  occurred  in  areas  that  later  became  part  of 
the  United  States,  such  as  the  seizure  of  the  Mercury 
off  the  coast  of  California  in  1813,  and  of  merchan¬ 
dise  in  Santa  Fe  in  1828.  A  whole  series  of  claims 
arose  from  Mexico’s  capture  of  three  ships,  the  Julius 
Caesar,  the  Champion,  and  the  Louisiana  while  they 
allegedly  were  running  the  Mexican  blockade  of 
Texas  in  1837. 

76.168  The  "Tabular  Statement"  does  not  show 
the  claim  numbers  that  identify  the  case  files  com¬ 
piled  during  the  Board’s  adjudication  of  the  claims. 
The  claim  numbers  are  provided  by  a  card  index  that 
is  part  of  the  records  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

76.169  The  records  of  the  Board  of  Commission¬ 
ers  (9  1/2  ft.)  consist  primarily  of  case  files  and 
related  records,  minutes,  correspondence,  and  re¬ 
ports.  The  case  files  for  claims  heard,  1815-51  (5 
ft.),  usually  include  a  memorial;  a  chronological 
narration  of  all  pertinent  matters  tending  to  establish 
a  valid  claim;  papers  identifying  the  claimant’s 
nationality,  the  nature  of  the  property  involved,  the 
acquisition  of  the  property,  acts  or  incidents  giving 
rise  to  the  claim,  and  the  nature  and  extent  of  loss  or 
damage  for  which  the  claim  was  made;  and  a  list  of 
the  papers  in  the  file  that  relate  to  the  claim.  Also 
included  are  some  papers  filed  before  the  U.S.  Board 
of  Commissioners  of  1849.  Entries  in  an  index  to 
case  files  for  claims  heard  (2  in.),  compiled  on  3- 
by  5-inch  cards,  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name 
of  claimant  and  show  the  claim  number  and,  in  some 
cases,  a  statement  of  the  nature  of  the  claim. 
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76.170  Case  files  for  claims  not  heard  ("Mis¬ 
cellaneous  Claims"),  1813-50  (1  ft.),  cover  claims 
not  presented  to  or  examined  by  the  Board  before  its 
expiration  date.  The  files  usually  contain  correspon¬ 
dence  with  the  Department  of  State  and  other  papers 
offered  as  supporting  evidence  in  establishing  a  valid 
claim.  Included  are  some  papers  filed  before  the 
U.S.  Board  of  Commissioners  of  1849.  The  files  are 
arranged  numerically  by  numbers  obtained  from  the 
card  index  to  case  files  for  claims  not  heard  (1  in.). 
The  index  entries  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name 
of  claimant  or  vessel. 

76.171  Other  records  directly  related  to  the 
claims  include  certified  copies  of  decisions  and 
awards,  1841-42  (1  in.),  arranged  chronologically 
by  date  of  the  decision  or  award,  showing  the 
amounts  awarded;  and  lists  of  documents  regarding 
U.S.  claims  (2  in.),  arranged  alphabetically  by  name 
of  claimant  or  vessel  or  a  combination  of  the  two. 

76.172  Approved  minutes  of  the  proceedings, 
Aug.  17,  1840-Feb.  25,  1842  (3  vols.,  4  in.),  docu¬ 
ment  the  meetings  of  the  Board  and  provide  a  concise 
statement  of  the  business  transacted  during  the 
meetings.  Volumes  1  and  2  are  labeled  "Day  Book. " 
A  name  and  subject  index,  1840-42  (1  vol,  1  in.), 
gives  volume  and  page  references. 

76.173  Correspondence  includes  letters  sent  by 
the  U.S.  Commissioners,  Sept.  8,  1840-Mar.  15, 
1842  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  to  claimants  or  their  attorneys, 
to  the  umpire,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  State;  some 
letters  received,  1837-42  (1  in.),  chiefly  concerning 
employment,  from  the  Mexican  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Relations,  the  Mexican  Commissioners,  the  umpire, 
and  U.S.  citizens;  and  a  few  letters  among  the  lists, 
memorandums,  extracts,  and  related  documents 
constituting  the  miscellaneous  records,  1840-42  (1 
in.).  Other  items  in  the  latter  series  include  a  copy 
of  the  Convention  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  April  11,  1839;  printed  tabular  statements  of 
final  action  taken  and  awards  given  by  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  or  umpire  on  the  American  claims 
against  Mexico;  a  report  by  the  Treasury  Department 
regarding  certificates  totaling  $2,016,149.98  that 
were  issued  as  payment  on  the  awards  made  by  the 
Board;  drafts  of  letters  by  the  U.S.  Commissioners, 
mostly  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  1840-42;  a  report  of 
the  U.S.  Commissioners,  June  12,  1840;  and  a  draft 
of  the  final  report  of  the  U.S.  Commissioners  to 
Secretary  of  State  Daniel  Webster,  April  23,  1842. 

76.174  Other  papers  of  the  U.S.  Commission¬ 
ers,  1840-41  (1  in.),  include  notes  of  Board  meetings, 


translations  of  Spanish  documents,  proposed  resolves 
and  amendments  thereof,  drafts  of  letters,  and  related 
documents  pertaining  to  the  work  of  the  U.S.  Com¬ 
missioners.  These  documents  are  arranged  in  rough 
chronological  order.  Some  memorandums  and 
related  documents  of  the  Mexico  Commissioners, 
1840-41  (1/2  in.),  in  Spanish,  also  are  available. 

United  States  Board  of  Commissioners, 
1849-51 

76.175  This  domestic  Board  of  Commissioners 
was  established  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 
1849,  to  review  claims  against  Mexico  that  the 
United  States  had  assumed  under  the  treaty  of  Guada¬ 
lupe  Hidalgo,  signed  February  2,  1848.  That  treaty, 
which  ended  the  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  called  for  the  United  States  to  assume  all 
unliquidated  claims  between  the  two  Governments  to 
an  amount  not  to  exceed  $3,250,000.  This  freed 
Mexico  from  all  pending  claims  of  U.S.  citizens  that 
had  arisen  prior  to  the  signing  of  the  peace  treaty, 
including  those  that  the  Mexican  Government  had  not 
yet  paid  in  full  as  well  as  claims  that  had  not  been 
presented  or  had  remained  undecided  by  the  1840-42 
Board  of  Commissioners,  and  any  new  claims  that 
had  arisen  during  the  period  1839-48. 

76.176  The  Board,  composed  of  three  Commis¬ 
sioners  and  a  Secretary  who  were  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  given  two  years 
to  decide  upon  the  validity  of  the  outstanding  claims 
and  the  amount,  if  any,  due  each  claimant.  During 
the  five  sessions  held  between  April  16,  1849,  and 
April  15,  1851,  the  Board  awarded  $3,208,314.96  in 
198  cases  and  rejected  70  cases. 

76.177  The  records  of  the  Board  (13  ft.)  include 
case  files  and  other  materials  documenting  the  adjudi¬ 
cation  of  the  claims,  plus  minutes,  correspondence, 
reports,  a  journal  maintained  by  the  Secretary,  and 
some  miscellaneous  papers.  Case  files  for  claim¬ 
ants,  1848-51  (9  ft.),  arranged  by  session  and 
thereunder  by  claim  number,  usually  contain  a 
memorial;  a  statement  of  claim  consisting  of  a 
narration  of  all  pertinent  matters  tending  to  establish 
a  valid  claim;  papers  providing  information  about  the 
nature  of  the  property  involved,  the  acquisition  of  the 
property,  acts  or  incidents  giving  rise  to  the  claims, 
and  the  nature  and  extent  of  loss  or  damage  for  which 
the  claim  was  made;  and  a  list  of  papers  contained  in 
each  file.  A  card  index  (10  in.),  arranged  by  session 
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and  thereunder  alphabetically  by  name  of  claimant, 
provides  the  claim  numbers  used  in  filing  the  case 
files. 

76.178  Case  files  for  undocketed  claims,  1848 
(3  in.),  arranged  by  file  number,  cover  claims  that 
either  were  withdrawn  or  considered  unacceptable 
because  of  insufficient  evidence  to  establish  a  valid 
claim.  Entries  in  an  alphabetically  arranged  index  (1 
in.),  compiled  on  3-  by  5-inch  cards,  give  the  name 
of  the  person  seeking  to  file  a  claim  and  the  number 
of  the  file  containing  documents  submitted  as  evi¬ 
dence. 

76.179  Opinions  and  decisions,  June  6,  1849- 
Apr.  15,  1851  (3  vols.,  6  in.),  constitute  a  chrono¬ 
logical  record  of  the  final  opinions  of  the  Board 
regarding  the  validity  of  each  claim  and  the  reasons 
for  the  decisions.  A  separate  alphabetical  name 
index  (2  vols.,  1  in.)  gives  the  name  of  the  claimants 
and  the  pertinent  page  references.  Award  books, 
1849-51  (2  vols.,  3  in.),  arranged  chronologically, 
show  the  amounts  of  compensation.  Volume  2 
contains  a  name  index,  but  there  is  also  a  separate  list 
of  awards,  1849-51(1  vol.,  1/2  in.),  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically  by  name,  which  shows  names  of  claimants 
and  the  amounts  awarded  by  the  Board.  A  docket, 
1849-51  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  of  the  claims  filed  with  the 
Board  records  the  processing  of  each  claim  from  its 
filing  to  its  decision  and,  if  the  claim  was  allowed, 
the  amount  awarded.  The  entries  are  arranged  by 
session,  and  thereunder  by  docket  number,  and  are 
indexed  alphabetically  by  name  of  claimant. 

76.180  Approved  minutes  of  proceedings,  Apr. 
16,  1849-Apr.  15,  1851  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  include  a 
copy  of  the  final  report  submitted  by  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  to  the  Secretary  of  State  regarding  the  work 
accomplished  by  the  Board.  An  index  to  the  min¬ 
utes  (1  vol.,  1  in.)  provides  an  alphabetical  list  of 
names  and  of  persons  and  subjects,  with  appropriate 
page  references. 

76.181  The  Board’s  correspondence  files  consist 
of  letters  received  by  the  Commissioners  and  the 
Secretary,  1848-51  (2  in.),  arranged  alphabetically 
by  name  of  correspondent  (primarily  claimants  and 
their  attorneys,  and  the  Secretary  of  State),  and 
letters  sent  by  the  secretary  of  the  Board,  Apr.  16, 
1849-Mar.  12,  1851  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  chiefly  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  letters  received.  These  letters  are 
chronologically  arranged.  Also  included  is  a  small 
quantity  (1/2  in.)  of  original  reports  and  letters 
received  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  1849-50,  from 
the  Commissioners  and  the  Secretary  concerning  the 


work  of  the  Board.  Copies  of  some  of  these  commu¬ 
nications  are  in  the  volume  of  letters  sent. 

76.182  Other  records  of  the  Board  include  the 
final  report  (1/4  in.),  dated  April  16,  1851;  the 
"Secretary’s  Journal,"  and  lists  of  papers  filed 
with  the  Board,  1849  (3  vols.,  4  in.);  miscellaneous 
papers  on  claims,  1842-51  (2  in.),  including  some 
correspondence  on  unsettled  claims;  a  list  of  papers 
filed  with  claims  (1  vol.,  2  in.)  and  an  index  (1  vol., 
1  in.)  to  the  papers  ;  and  a  list  of  papers  from  the 
Consular  Bureau  of  the  Department  of  State  (1 
vol.,  1/2  in.)  that  the  Commissioners  received  for  use 
in  adjudicating  the  claims. 


United  States  and  Mexican  Claims 
Commission,  1869-76 

76.183  Created  under  the  claims  convention  of 
July  4,  1868,  this  Commission  was  established  in 
1869  to  settle  claims  that  had  arisen  since  the  signing 
of  die  Treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  in  1848.  The 
convention  provided  for  die  submission  of  all  claims 
to  two  Commissioners,  one  to  be  appointed  by  each 
Government.  The  two  Commissioners  were  to  select 
a  third  person  as  an  umpire  to  decide  those  claims  on 
which  the  Commissioners  could  not  reach  an  agree¬ 
ment.  In  addition,  each  Commissioner  was  to  be 
assisted  by  a  Secretary,  who  was  to  be  custodian  of 
the  records,  and  by  an  official  called  an  Agent  and 
Counsel,  who  was  to  present  to  the  Commission  all 
claims  on  behalf  of  his  Government  and  its  citizens. 
The  Agent  was  to  serve  as  counsel  for  his  Govern¬ 
ment  in  all  matters  relating  to  claims,  to  prepare  the 
claims  of  his  Government’s  citizens,  and  to  present 
the  claims  before  die  Commission.  The  Agent  was 
also  to  prepare  defensive  arguments  against  the 
claims  made  by  the  other  Government;  to  this  end, 
die  Secretary  was  responsible  for  furnishing  the 
Agent  copies  of  pleadings,  notices,  and  other  papers 
filed  widi  the  Commission  by  the  Agent  of  the  other 
Government. 

76.184  Although  the  Commission  was  expected 
to  function  for  only  two  and  one-half  years  from  die 
day  of  its  first  meeting,  conventions  signed  in  1871, 
1872,  1874,  and  1876  extended  its  life.  The  Com¬ 
missioners  finally  adjourned  on  January  31,  1876,  but 
the  umpire,  who  had  additional  time  to  decide  the 
cases  referred  to  him  during  the  last  days  of  the 
Commission,  did  not  complete  his  work  until  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  1876.  Records  documenting  payments  to 
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individual  U.S.  citizens  are  dated  as  late  as  1890 
because  the  Mexican  Government  paid  the  amount 
assessed  Mexico  in  14  yearly  installments.  The 
Department  of  State  distributed  the  money  to  the 
individual  claimants. 

76.185  The  U.S.  Agent  filed  1,017  claims  before 
the  Commission,  totaling  $470,126,613.40,  of  which 
186  claims  were  awarded  a  total  of  $4,125,622.50 
and  831  were  rejected.  The  Mexican  Agent  filed  998 
claims,  totaling  $86,661,891.15.  Of  this  number, 
167  claims  were  awarded  a  total  of  $150,498.41  and 
831  claims,  many  of  them  covering  Indian  depreda¬ 
tions,  were  rejected.  Under  the  terms  of  the  Gadsden 
Purchase  treaty,  concluded  with  Mexico  in  1853,  the 
United  States  was  not  liable  for  claims  arising  from 
Indian  depredations. 

76.186  The  majority  of  the  claims  filed  by  U.S. 
citizens  were  for  the  illegal  seizure  and  destruction  of 
property  by  Mexican  nationals.  Most  of  the  claims 
involved  incidents  that  took  place  in  Mexico,  but 
some  occurred  in  the  United  States.  Indexes  among 
the  records  of  the  Commission  provide  information 
about  the  nature  of  the  claims,  including  the  time  and 
place  of  the  events  involved,  but  such  data  is  also 
accessible  in  the  printed  final  report  of  the  U.S. 
Agent.  Published  by  Congress  in  1877  under  the  title 
Claims  on  the  Part  of  the  Citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  Under  the  Convention  of  July  4, 
1868,  Between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  (S.  Doc. 
31,  44th  Cong.,  2d  sess..  Serial  720),  the  report 
contains  a  schedule  of  all  claims  presented  to  the 
Commission.  The  following  information  is  given  for 
each  claim:  Name  of  claimant;  docket  number  of 
claim;  nature  of  claim;  time  and  place  the  claim 
arose;  amount  claimed;  nature  of  the  final  decision; 
identity  of  the  decision  maker  (Commissioners  or 
umpire);  and  the  amount  of  money  awarded.  The 
schedule  entries  are  arranged  by  docket  number.  The 
schedule  of  U.S.  claims  is  indexed  by  claimant’s 
name;  the  schedule  of  Mexican  claims  is  not  indexed. 

76.187  A  perusal  of  the  "Where"  column  of  the 
schedule  of  U.S.  claims  will  serve  to  identify  claims 
arising  from  incidents  that  took  place  in  the  United 
States.  For  example,  the  firm  of  Dunbar  &  Belknap 
(Docket  185)  sought  restitution  for  a  trading  post 
located  "in  Arizona,  near  the  Mexican  line,"  that  was 
destroyed  on  April  13,  1857,  by  Mexican  troops  "by 
reason  of  supposed  complicity  with  the  Crabbe 
expedition."  Henry  A.  Crabbe  was  a  filibusterer 
from  California  who  led  an  ill-fated  group  of  men 
into  the  Mexican  State  of  Sonora.  Charles  D.  Poston 


filed  a  claim  (Docket  830)  for  "interruption  and 
forced  abandonment  of  mining  operations"  in  Arizona 
due  to  "attacks  by  armed  bodies  of  lawless  Mexicans" 
in  1861.  Several  claims  were  filed  by  survivors  of 
passengers  who  had  been  killed  and  by  passengers 
whose  lives  had  been  jeopardized  when  Mexican 
troops  fired  on  the  steamer  Bell  as  it  plied  the  Rio 
Grande  between  Reynosa  and  Matamoras  in  June 
1865.  And  numerous  claims  were  filed  by  ranchers 
in  Texas  for  depredations  committed  by  Indians  from 
Mexico. 

76.188  The  records  of  the  Commission  are 
divided  into  two  groups:  general  records  (64  ft.), 
and  records  from  the  Agency,  the  office  of  the  U.S. 
States  Agent,  which  include  reports  (3  1/2  in.)  and 
other  documents  relating  to  U.S.  claimants  (8  1/2  ft.) 
and  Mexican  claimants  (3  ft.). 

General  Records 

76.189  Case  files  for  United  States  claimants, 
1869-76  (50  ft.),  arranged  by  docket  number,  consti¬ 
tute  the  principal  series  of  general  records.  Each 
case  file  contains  documents  submitted  as  evidence  of 
injury  or  property  loss,  and  some  include  memorials 
and  initial  statements  of  claims.  The  documents 
relate  to  such  matters  as  proof  of  citizenship  of 
claimant  and  other  details  regarding  the  acts  and 
incidents  giving  rise  to  claims.  Each  file  usually 
includes  an  itemized  list  of  documents  contained  in  it; 
similar  lists  of  papers  (3  vols.,  6  in.),  arranged  by 
docket  number,  were  bound  and  maintained  separate¬ 
ly.  Final  opinions  and  decisions,  1870-76  (6  ft.),  on 
the  claims  constitute  a  separate  series,  although  a  few 
such  documents  may  be  present  in  the  case  files. 
Like  die  case  files,  die  opinions  and  decisions  are 
arranged  by  docket  number.  Indexes  to  the  case  files 
and  the  opinions  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name 
of  claimant. 

76.190  Other  general  records  include  minutes  of 
proceedings,  July  31,  1869-Nov.  20,  1876  (2  vols., 
4  in.);  a  docket  of  U.S.  claims,  1869-76  (1  vol.,  2 
in.),  recording  die  progress  of  each  claim  from  the 
time  it  was  received  by  the  Commission  until  a  final 
decision  was  rendered;  a  notice  docket  of  U.S. 
claims,  1870-71  (2  vols.,  3  in.),  that  served  as  a  trial 
calendar;  a  list  of  U.S.  claimants  whose  documenta¬ 
ry  evidence  was  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commission  (6  vols.,  2  in.),  arranged  alphabetically 
by  name  of  claimant;  a  tabular  report  on  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  the  Commission  (4  in.),  prepared  in  January 
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1873,  showing  the  claims  that  had  been  decided  and 
those  that  remained  unadjudicated;  and  a  list  of 
records  that  were  returned  to  the  Department  of 
State,  Dec.  30,  1876  (1/4  in.). 

76.191  The  bulk  of  the  remaining  general  records 
is  correspondence  from  the  office  of  the  U.S.  Secre¬ 
tary,  but  a  small  file  (1  in.)  of  correspondence 
between  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  July  12-22,  1872,  concerns  the  dis¬ 
agreement  over  Indian  depredation  cases,  and  in¬ 
cludes  translations  of  documents  in  Spanish.  The 
other  correspondence  files  among  the  general  records 
consist  of  letters  received  by  the  U.S.  Secretary, 
Aug.  7,  1869-Dec.  7,  1876  (5  vols.,  2  ft.),  primarily 
from  U.S.  citizens  and  their  attorneys  concerned 
about  filing  claims  or  about  the  status  of  their  claims, 
from  officials  of  the  Department  of  State,  and  from 
the  umpire;  letters  sent  by  the  U.S.  Secretary,  Aug. 
11,  1869-Dec.  4,  1876  (3  vols.,  6  in.);  and  press 
copies  of  letters  sent  by  the  U.S.  Secretary  and 
Agent  of  the  United  States,  Oct.  13,  1869-Dec.  12, 
1876  (4  vols.,  5  in.).  The  letters  in  these  volumes 
are  arranged  chronologically,  and  with  the  exception 
of  the  first  press  copy  volume,  all  of  the  volumes  are 
indexed  by  name  of  correspondent.  Two  files  of 
form  letters  consist  of  notices  of  filing  defensive 
evidence,  1870-71  (1  in.),  submitted  by  the  Agent  of 
Mexico,  and  orders  referring  claims  to  the  umpire, 
1871-75  (2  in.),  for  final  decision  when  the  two 
Commissioners  had  failed  to  agree  on  a  final  settle¬ 
ment. 

Records  of  the  Agency  of  the  United  States 

76.192  The  Agent  was  required  to  work  closely 
with  the  U.S.  Secretary  of  the  Commission,  the  State 
Department,  and  the  individual  claimants  and  their 
attorneys.  In  carrying  out  his  duties,  the  Agent 
produced  and  accumulated  a  considerable  quantity  of 
records  relating  to  the  claims  presented  by  citizens  of 
both  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

76.193  The  Agent’s  records  include  a  summary 
of  decisions,  July  6,  1870-Sept.  25,  1876  (1  vol.,  2 
in.),  consisting  of  a  tabular  statement  showing  the 
final  disposition  of  the  claims,  with  entries  arranged 
by  the  date  on  which  the  decision  was  rendered;  and 
a  printed  copy  of  the  Agent’s  1874  report  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  describing  the  work  the  Commis¬ 
sion  had  accomplished  by  October  28,  1874.  Also 
included  is  a  printed  copy  of  the  Agent’s  103-page 
final  report,  which  is  discussed  in  76.186. 


76.194  Among  the  Agent’s  records  that  relate  to 
the  U.S.  claimants  are  correspondence  files.  These 
consist  of  letters  sent,  Oct.  13,  1869-Dec.  9,  1876 
(2  vols.,  3  in.),  arranged  chronologically  but  indexed 
by  name  of  addressee;  letters  received,  July  7-Aug. 
9, 1866,  June  28,  1869-Dec.  6,  1876  (3  vols.,  1  ft.); 
and  a  small  collection  of  unclaimed  letters,  1870  (1 
in.),  that  had  been  sent  to  claimants  and  returned  to 
the  Agent  as  undeliverable.  Arranged  by  docket 
number,  most  of  the  unclaimed  letters  informed  the 
claimants  that  they  had  not  yet  filed  the  memorials 
and  other  evidence  necessary  to  complete  their 
claims. 

76.195  The  Agent  maintained  a  printed  set  of 
memorials  of  U.S.  claimants,  1869-76  (3  vols.,  1 
ft.),  arranged  by  docket  number,  that  provides 
succinct  statements  regarding  the  nature  and  amount 
of  the  claim,  the  time  and  place  the  claim  arose,  and 
the  citizenship  of  the  claimant.  If  a  memorial  was 
not  provided  for  a  particular  claim,  a  note  to  that 
effect  is  filed  under  the  pertinent  docket  number. 
The  Agent  also  maintained  a  bound  set  of  certified 
copies  of  opinions,  July  6,  1870-Nov.  20,  1876  (10 
vols.,  2  ft.),  arranged  chronologically,  that  includes 
decisions  rendered  by  the  Commissioners  or  umpire 
concerning  the  validity  of  the  U.S.  and  Mexican 
claims.  Three  of  the  10  volumes  are  designated  A, 
B,  and  C,  and  are  indexed  within  each  volume;  the 
other  volumes  are  numbered  from  1  to  7. 

76.196  A  subject  list  of  U.S.  claims  (1  vol.,  1 
in.),  compiled  in  1873,  assigned  each  claim  to  one  of 
12  categories  by  the  nature  of  the  claim.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  category  12  comprises  claims  for  damage  to 
property  by  civil  and  military  authorities.  Each  entry 
in  a  given  category  gives  the  claimant’s  name,  the 
docket  number  of  the  claim,  and  a  brief  statement 
about  the  incident  that  caused  the  claim.  The  infor¬ 
mation  is  indexed  both  by  kind  of  claim  and  alpha¬ 
betically  by  name  of  claimant. 

76.197  The  Agent  also  accumulated  records 
relating  to  U.S.  claims  not  filed  with  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  ca.  1870-72  (3  in.);  claims  papers  received  by 
the  Department  of  State,  ca.  1850-79  (3  in.),  some 
of  which  were  used  in  claims  filed  with  the  Commis¬ 
sion;  and  lists  of  State  Department  papers  regard¬ 
ing  claims,  1848-69  (2  in.),  carrying  such  titles  as 
"List  of  Papers  on  File  in  the  Diplomatic  Bureau"  and 
"Consular  List,"  and  providing  information  on  the 
consulate  that  had  submitted  the  information. 

76.198  The  distribution  by  the  State  Department 
of  the  14  annual  indemnity  payments  received  from 
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the  Mexican  Government  are  recorded  in  two  series. 
Receipts  for  payments  to  claimants  ("Mexican 
Indemnity  Receipts"),  1878-90  (14  vols.,  2  ft.), 
document  each  of  the  annual  installments  in  a 
separate  volume.  The  individual  volumes  contain 
receipts  from  the  U.S.  claimants  for  money  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  as  payment  for  the  awards 
made  by  the  Commission.  The  receipts  are  signed  by 
the  claimant  or  attorney  and  identify  the  claimant  by 
name  and  docket  number  and  indicate  the  amount  of 
money  received  and  the  number  and  date  of  the 
check.  The  receipts  are  arranged  chronologically 
within  each  volume.  Entries  in  the  record  of 
payments  to  claimants,  1878-90  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  are 
arranged  by  docket  number  and  provide  the  name  of 
the  claimant,  the  docket  number  of  the  claim,  the 
name  of  the  person  having  the  power  of  attorney,  the 
amount  of  money  awarded,  the  amount  paid  in  yearly 
installments,  and  usually  the  total  amount  paid  by  the 
Department. 

76.199  Most  records  concerning  U.S.  claims  are 
arranged  by  docket  number,  but  many  of  the  records 
concerning  the  Mexican  claims  are  arranged  by  class 
or  kind  of  claim.  For  example,  records  or  informa¬ 
tion  on  raids  into  Mexico  by  Indians  from  the  United 
States  are  filed  or  recorded  under  the  heading  "Indian 
depredations. "  Another  class  involving  across-the- 
border  raiding  is  identified  as  "cattle  claims." 

76.200  The  records  on  Mexican  claims  accumu¬ 
lated  by  the  U.S.  agent  include  printed  copies  of 
memorials  of  Mexican  claimants,  1869-76  (3  vols., 
6  in.),  who  filed  claims  against  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  The  memorials  are  grouped 
together  by  class  of  claim,  such  as  Indian  depreda¬ 
tions,  cattle,  or  the  William  Walker  invasion  of  Baja 
California  in  1853;  under  these  classifications,  the 
memorials  are  arranged  by  notice  docket  number. 
Each  memorial  contains  a  brief  statement  of  the 
origin  and  nature  of  the  claim,  the  time  and  place  die 
claim  arose,  and  amount  claimed.  Lists  of  Mexican 
claims  against  the  United  States  (6  vols.,  6  in.)  can 
be  utilized  as  an  index  to  locate  memorials  of  Mexi¬ 
can  claimants.  The  lists  show  the  name  of  die 
claimant,  the  amount  claimed,  die  docket  number  of 
the  claim,  the  notice  docket  number,  and  the  name, 
age,  and  occupation  of  each  person  who  figured 
prominently  in  the  claim.  Each  class  of  claims, 
including  Indian  depredation  claims,  is  recorded  in  a 
separate  volume.  Widiin  each  volume,  the  arrange¬ 
ment  is  numerical  by  notice  docket  number,  usually 
written  in  red  ink. 


76.201  Notices  from  the  Mexican  Secretary, 
Sept.  21,  1870-Jan.  30,  1871  (4  in.),  printed  in 
Spanish,  inform  the  U.S.  Agent  when  claims  were 
filed  with  die  Commission.  Defensive  arguments  of 
the  U.S.  Agent,  1870-75  (2  vols.  and  loose  papers, 
6  in.),  consist  primarily  of  answers  to  allegations 
made  by  the  Mexican  Government  in  presenting  the 
claims  of  its  citizens  against  the  United  States, 
although  the  unbound  materials  include  copies  of 
some  defensive  arguments  of  the  Mexican  Agent. 
The  unbound  material  is  arranged  by  docket  number 
of  claim;  the  bound  printed  materials  are  arranged  by 
class  of  claim,  including  cattle  claims.  Access  to  the 
cattle  claims  material  is  facilitated  by  an  index  to 
depositions  for  defense  of  cattle  claims  (1  vol.,  1/2 
in.).  Arranged  by  docket  number,  the  index  gives  the 
name  of  die  claimant,  the  docket  number,  the  date  of 
the  incident  giving  rise  to  the  claim,  the  place  where 
the  incident  occurred,  the  amount  claimed,  the  names 
of  persons  from  whom  depositions  or  affidavits  were 
obtained,  and  the  page  number  where  the  deposition 
is  printed. 

76.202  The  Agent  maintained  a  set  of  opinions 
regarding  the  final  disposition  of  claims  of  Mexi¬ 
can  citizens  (6  in.),  consisting  of  copies  of  the 
opinions  rendered  by  the  Commissioners  or  the 
umpire  regarding  the  validity  of  claims  of  Mexican 
citizens.  This  set  has  many  gaps,  and  some  of  the 
documents  are  duplicates  of  documents  in  the  Agent’s 
set  of  certified  copies  of  opinions  (76.195)  and  in 
anodier  series,  the  opinions  of  the  Mexican  Com¬ 
missioner,  ca.  1870-72  (1  in.).  The  latter  series  is 
arranged  by  Mexican  docket  number  and  presents  the 
Commissioner's  decisions  regarding  the  validity  of 
the  claims,  his  reasons  for  arriving  at  the  decisions, 
and  the  amount  of  compensation,  if  any,  due  the 
claimants.  Included  are  opinions  on  claims  based  on 
injuries  and  losses  allegedly  suffered  by  Mexican 
citizens  as  a  result  of  military  activities  of  the  United 
States  during  the  Civil  War. 

76.203  A  docket  of  Mexican  claims,  1869-76  (1 
vol.,  2  in.),  contains  information  about  the  progress 
of  each  claim  from  the  time  it  was  referred  to  the 
Commission  until  the  final  decision.  An  English 
translation  of  a  docket  of  Mexican  claims  (1  vol., 
2  in.)  against  the  United  States  kept  by  the  Mexican 
secretary  lists  the  Mexican  claims  by  docket  number. 
In  addition  to  showing  the  claimants’  names,  docket 
numbers,  and  amounts  claimed,  the  docket  shows  the 
date  the  claims  papers  were  received  from  the  Mexi¬ 
can  legation. 
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76.204  Unused  evidence,  1869-75  (2  in.), 
consists  of  letters  and  affidavits  received  from  the 
War  Department,  letters  from  consuls,  reports  from 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  other  documents 
gathered  by  the  U.S.  Agent  to  defend  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  against  the  claims  of  Mexican 
citizens.  The  War  Department  furnished  information 
on  incidents  involving  military  personnel  or  occurring 
in  areas  patrolled  by  military  personnel;  the  Treasury 
Department  prepared  reports  regarding  specific  inci¬ 
dents  that  gave  rise  to  claims.  Also  included  are 
draft  copies  of  letters  prepared  by  the  U.S.  Agent,  a 
draft  copy  of  the  rules  of  the  Commission,  and  a 
copy  of  a  report  on  Indian  depredation  claims  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Mexican  Secretary  of  Foreign  Relations. 

United  States  Commission  to  Texas,  1872-73 

76.205  This  Commission  was  established  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  under  a  joint  resolution 
of  Congress  of  May  7,  1872,  to  investigate  the  nature 
and  extent  of  depredations  committed  by  Mexicans 
and  Indians  from  Mexico  upon  the  property  and  lives 
of  the  citizens  of  Texas.  Often  referred  to  as  the 
Robb  Commission  after  its  chairman,  Thomas  P. 
Robb,  the  Commission  functioned  from  July  4,  1872, 
to  June  30,  1873.  It  held  meetings  in  New  Orleans, 
Brownsville,  Corpus  Christi,  Laredo,  San  Antonio, 
Eagle  Pass,  and  other  places,  and  received  more  than 
400  petitions  and  over  1,000  depositions.  Additional 
petitions  and  depositions  were  presented  after  the 
Commission  expired.  The  Commission  submitted  its 
final  report  on  June  30,  1873,  after  determining  that 
the  citizens  of  Texas  had  suffered  losses  totaling  more 
than  $48  million. 

76.206  Most  of  the  records  of  the  Commission  (4 
ft.)  are  bound  in  20  numbered  volumes  and  a  few 
unnumbered  ones.  Included  are  proceedings  (2 
vols.,  3  in.)  of  the  public  meetings;  petitions  (4 
vols.,  1  ft.)  and  depositions  (6  vols.,  1  ft.)  filed 
before  the  Commission  expired;  petitions  not  acted 
upon  (4  vols.,  9  in.)  because  they  were  presented 
after  the  Commission  had  expired;  indexes  to  all  the 
depositions  and  petitions;  and  reports  (3  vols.), 
including  the  final  report,  that  were  submitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Records  relating  to  cattle  claims 
presented  to  the  Commission  are  described  in  76.225 
and  76.231. 

76.207  Miscellaneous  records  (4  vols.,  8  in.) 
collected  by  the  Commission  include  copies  of  letters 


from  military  and  consular  officials  concerning  the 
general  situation  along  the  Texas-Mexico  border, 
statements  regarding  Indian  depredations,  reports  of 
county  grand  juries,  and  copies  of  newspapers. 
These  records  contain  information  on  the  geography, 
economics,  and  politics  of  the  border  region,  and  are 
a  source  for  family  history  and  for  studies  of  the 
cattle  trade  along  the  Mexican-United  States  border, 
the  raid  led  by  Juan  N.  Cortina  against  Brownsville 
in  1859,  Indian  migrations,  and  the  general  relations 
of  Texans,  Mexicans,  and  Indians  in  the  quarter 
century  following  the  war  with  Mexico. 


General  Claims  Commission,  United  States 
and  Mexico,  1924-31 

76.208  Created  under  a  convention  signed  by  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  on  September  8,  1923,  this 
Commission  was  supposed  to  settle  all  claims  by  the 
citizens  of  each  country  against  the  other  arising  after 
July  4,  1868,  except  U.S.  claims  deriving  from  the 
revolutions  and  other  disturbances  in  Mexico,  1910- 
20.  Claims  from  the  revolutionary  period  were  to  be 
handled  by  the  Special  Claims  Commission,  United 
States  and  Mexico,  established  by  a  convention 
signed  on  September  10,  1923.  Each  Commission 
was  composed  of  three  men:  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  a  citizen  of  Mexico,  and  a  citizen  of  a  neutral 
country.  Both  conventions  also  provided  for  each 
Government  to  appoint  Agents  who  were  authorized 
to  present  to  the  General  and  the  Special  Claims 
Commissions  arguments  for  or  against  any  claim. 

76.209  The  Commissions  functioned  from  1924 
to  1931,  but  neither  of  them  met  in  continuous 
session  during  the  eight  years.  Because  the  Commis¬ 
sions  met  so  infrequently  neither  completed  its  task. 
Of  the  3,617  claims  filed  with  the  General  Claims 
Commission,  only  148  had  been  settled  by  1931,  54 
being  disallowed  and  94  allowed,  for  a  total  of 
$4,646,926.59.  The  Special  Claims  Commission  had 
accomplished  even  less:  Of  3,176  claims  filed,  18 
had  been  disallowed  and  none  allowed. 

76.210  An  agreement  of  April  24,  1934,  autho¬ 
rized  the  resumption  of  the  work  of  the  General 
Claims  Commission  with  two  Commissioners— one 
from  the  United  States  and  one  from  Mexico— work¬ 
ing  under  new  procedural  methods.  The  Commis¬ 
sioners  were  given  three  years  to  appraise  separately 
all  claims  not  yet  disposed  of  and  then  together  to 
attempt  to  reconcile  any  differences  between  them 
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regarding  final  disposition.  By  the  time  the  Commis¬ 
sion’s  term  expired  in  1937,  the  Commissioners  had 
reached  agreement  on  only  a  small  number  of  claims. 

76.211  Little  more  was  accomplished  by  the  two 
Governments  toward  effecting  a  final  settlement  until 
November  19,  1941,  when  the  United  States  accepted 
$40  million  from  Mexico  as  full  payment.  Distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  funds  to  individual  U.S.  claimants  was  to 
be  handled  by  a  domestic  claims  commission  known 
as  the  American  Mexican  Claims  Commission.  A 
lump  sum  payment  to  the  United  States  had  also  been 
agreed  upon  to  settle  the  claims  submitted  to  the 
defunct  Special  Claims  Commission.  Distribution  of 
that  payment  had  been  handled  by  a  domestic  claims 
commission  called  the  Special  Mexican  Claims 
Commission,  which  had  completed  its  work  in  May 
1938. 

76.212  Although  records  for  all  these  Commis¬ 
sions  are  in  the  National  Archives,  the  discussion 
below  centers  on  the  records  of  the  General  Claims 
Commission  and  its  successors,  because  those  Com¬ 
missions  considered  all  but  a  few  of  the  claims 
arising  from  depredations  committed  prior  to  1913  in 
Texas  and  other  areas  north  of  the  border  with 
Mexico.  Some  background  information  on  the 
Special  Claims  Commission  is  necessary,  however, 
because  the  United  States  employed  one  Agent  to 
represent  the  interests  of  the  United  States  before 
both  the  General  Claims  Commission  and  the  Special 
Claims  Commission.  This  meant  that  the  Agent’s 
office-the  Agency— created  and  accumulated  records 
pertaining  to  both  Commissions  with  the  result  that 
some  general  records  of  the  Agency  contain  informa¬ 
tion  relating  to  both  Commissions.  Use  of  the  Agent 
as  an  intermediary  also  accounts  for  the  fact  diat  most 
claims  documents  bear  two  file  numbers.  One 
number,  the  "Agency"  number,  was  assigned  when 
die  Agency  received  the  claim  documents  from  the 
claimant;  the  second  number,  the  "docket"  number, 
was  assigned  by  the  Commission  when  the  Agency 
presented  the  claim. 

76.213  Due  to  the  intermittent  nature  of  the 
activities  of  the  General  Claims  Commission  and  the 
other  entities  that  produced  and  maintained  relevant 
records,  some  series  of  records  are  not  complete, 
clearly  defined,  or  well  arranged.  Changes  in  organi¬ 
zation  and  procedures  sometimes  resulted  in  the 
creation  of  new  series  diat  absorbed  part  of  an  earlier 
series,  leaving  the  original  series  incomplete.  The 
relevant  records  are  arranged  in  three  groups: 
records  maintained  by  the  General  Claims  Commis¬ 


sion,  1924-37  (13  ft.);  general  records  of  the  Agency 
(572  ft.);  and  records  of  the  Agency  relating  to  the 
activities  of  the  General  Claims  Commission,  1923-37 
(15  ft.). 

Records  Maintained  by  the  General  Claims 

Commission 

76.214  Claims  received  by  the  Commission  were 
recorded  in  a  docket,  1925-37  (4  vols.,  2  ft.),  that 
tracks  the  progress  of  each  claim  through  the  valida¬ 
tion  process.  The  entries,  which  are  arranged  by 
docket  number,  provide  the  following  information  for 
each  docketed  claim:  Name  and  address  of  claimant, 
amount  claimed,  date  on  which  claim  arose,  nature  of 
claim,  date  on  which  claim  was  filed  with  the  Com¬ 
mission,  and  nature  and  date  of  each  letter  or  other 
document  sent  or  received  by  the  Commission  in 
connection  with  each  claim.  Entries  in  a  docket  of 
claims  settled  by  the  Commission,  1924-31  (1  vol., 
2  in.),  are  arranged  by  docket  number  and  duplicate 
much  of  the  information  provided  in  the  docket 
described  above,  but  they  also  show  the  final  disposi¬ 
tion  of  each  claim— whether  it  was  allowed,  disal¬ 
lowed,  or  withdrawn.  For  allowed  claims,  the 
amount  awarded  is  indicated. 

76.215  The  Commission’s  opinions  and  deci¬ 
sions,  Feb.  4,  1926-JuIy  31,  1931  (2  vols.,  1  ft.), 
regarding  the  validity  of  the  claims,  indicate  the 
reasons  for  the  Commission’s  ruling  and  the  amount 
of  the  award,  if  any,  due  the  claimant.  If  a  member 
of  die  Commission  dissented,  the  dissenting  report  is 
included.  Entries  within  each  volume  are  by  docket 
number.  The  opinions  and  decisions  gave  way  to 
appraisals  after  die  Commission  resumed  work  in 
1935.  As  directed  by  the  1934  agreement,  the  new 
U.S.  Commissioner,  Oscar  W.  Underwood,  reviewed 
and  evaluated  all  claims  that  had  not  been  disposed  of 
by  the  General  Claims  Commission  prior  to  1931  and 
prepared  appraisals  of  claims,  1935-37  (2  ft.), 
recommending  that  they  be  allowed  or  rejected.  A 
carbon  copy  set  of  Underwood’s  appraisals  (2  fit.) 
appears  to  be  more  complete  than  the  set  of  originals. 
Both  sets  are  arranged  by  docket  number.  A  list  of 
appraisals  (1/4  in.),  also  arranged  by  docket  number, 
gives  the  docket  number  of  the  claim,  the  correspond¬ 
ing  Agency  number,  the  name  of  the  claimant,  and 
Commissioner  Underwood’s  recommendation. 

76.216  The  claims  papers  are  part  of  case  files 
(76.220)  described  as  part  of  the  general  records  of 
the  Agency. 
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76.217  The  official  minutes,  Aug.  30,  1924  - 
June  9,  1931  (1  vol.,  4  in.),  of  the  meetings  of  the 
nine  sessions  held  by  the  Commission  include  copies 
of  the  credentials  of  members  and  officers  of  the 
Commission.  The  sixth  and  eighth  sessions  were 
held  in  Mexico  City,  the  others  in  Washington,  DC. 
Narrative  reports  of  meetings  between  Underwood 
and  the  Mexican  Commissioner,  Benito  Flores, 
Apr.  3,  1936-Mar.  19,  1937  (6  in.),  were  prepared 
by  Underwood  to  document  the  Commissioners’ 
discussions  of  the  merits  and  disposition  of  each 
claim  they  had  appraised  separately. 

76.218  The  correspondence  of  the  Commission 
includes  copies  of  letters  sent  by  the  Commissioners 
and  other  members  of  the  Commission;  letters  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican 
Agencies;  copies  of  credentials  of  Commission 
personnel;  copies  of  rules  and  amendments,  reports, 
and  memorandums;  copies  of  minutes,  decisions,  and 
orders  issued  by  the  Commission;  press  releases;  and 
other  material  pertaining  to  the  activities  of  the 
Commission.  The  correspondence  records  are 
divided  into  two  files— an  alphabetical  subject  file  (4 
ft.),  for  the  early  period,  1924-31,  and  a  numerical 
subject  file  (1  ft.),  for  the  later  period,  1934-37. 

76.219  The  records  also  include  a  file  of  biog¬ 
raphical  sketches  of  Commission  personnel,  1924-26 
(1/2  in.),  arranged  alphabetically  and  providing  such 
information  as  date  and  place  of  birth,  education  and 
professional  attainments,  and  marital  status  for  the 
U.S.  and  Mexican  Commissioners,  agents,  and  other 
personnel  connected  with  the  work  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion. 

General  Records  of  the  Agency 

76.220  The  principal  series  of  records  comprises 
the  case  files  for  U.S.  claimants,  1924-36  (360  ft.), 
containing  work  papers  for  claims  filed  with  the 
General  and  Special  Claims  Commissions.  These 
files  are  arranged  by  Agency  number.  Each  folder 
contains  some  or  all  of  the  following:  A  memoran¬ 
dum  of  claim,  a  statement  by  the  Agency  regarding 
the  facts  of  the  case,  memorials,  briefs,  and  other 
papers  filed  by  the  Agency  with  one  of  the  Commis¬ 
sions;  correspondence  of  the  Agency  with  claimants 
and  their  attorneys;  and  notes  of  the  Agency  regard¬ 
ing  claims  and  documents  submitted  by  claimants  in 
support  of  their  claims.  Files  of  cases  that  were  later 
reviewed  by  the  American  Mexican  Claims  Commis¬ 
sion,  1942-47,  are  discussed  in  76.232.  Also  includ¬ 


ed  are  case  files  for  late  U.S.  claims,  1926-27  (1 
ft.),  that  were  not  accepted  because  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  after  the  filing  deadline.  Arranged  by  provi¬ 
sional  docket  number,  each  file  contains  a  copy  of  the 
memorandum  of  claim,  usually  in  both  English  and 
Spanish,  and  some  correspondence  regarding  reasons 
for  late  filing. 

76.221  A  master  list  of  U.S.  claims  (30  ft.),  on 
8-  by  10-inch  cards  arranged  alphabetically  by  name 
of  claimant,  may  be  used  as  an  index  to  the  case 
files.  The  cards  show  each  claimant’s  name,  address, 
nature  of  claim,  General  or  Special  docket  number 
and  Agency  number  of  claim,  amount  claimed, 
cross-references  to  file  numbers  of  State  Department 
records  relating  to  the  claim,  and  citations  to  other 
cases  that  may  contain  related  material.  Listed  on  the 
back  of  some  cards  are  the  names  of  relatives  or  heirs 
of  the  claimant. 

76.222  Information  about  the  types  of  claims 
submitted  was  compiled  in  a  list  of  U.S.  claims 
according  to  nature  of  claim,  1928-30  (1  oversize 
binder,  3  in.).  The  entries  are  arranged  by  Agency 
number  under  the  following  classes:  Death,  illegal 
taxes,  taking  of  property,  military  service,  interfer¬ 
ence  with  business,  false  arrest  and  imprisonment, 
bank  losses,  maritime  losses,  expulsion,  personal 
injuries,  kidnaping  and  ransom,  customhouse  losses, 
libel,  Comision  Reguladora  claims,  financial  obliga¬ 
tion,  forced  abandonment,  border  raids,  and  special 
claims.  The  following  information  is  given  for  each 
claim:  Docket  number,  name  of  claimant,  date  of 
injury,  character  and  source  of  original  injury,  and 
amount  of  claim.  Also  included  are  a  list  of  claims 
arranged  by  Agency  number  and  a  statement  regard¬ 
ing  the  total  amount  of  claims  under  each  class. 

76.223  The  Agency  also  acquired  copies  of 
records  relating  to  claims  filed  by  citizens  of  Mexico. 
Case  files  for  Mexican  claims  against  the  United 
States,  1925-36  (78  ft.),  arranged  by  docket  number, 
contain  documents  filed  by  die  Mexican  Agency  with 
the  General  Claims  Commission  that  are  similar  to 
those  documents  in  cases  filed  for  the  U.S.  claims. 
Unique  to  diese  files,  however,  is  correspondence  of 
the  Agency  of  the  United  States  with  the  War,  Navy, 
and  other  Departments  of  the  U.S.  Government 
regarding  evidence  to  be  used  in  defense  of  the 
claims.  A  relatively  small  collection  of  case  files  for 
late  Mexican  claims,  1926  (8  in.),  is  arranged  by 
provisional  docket  number. 

76.224  Odier  general  records  of  the  Agency, 
largely  of  an  administrative  nature,  are  relatively 
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extensive  and  are  described  in  some  detail  in 
Preliminary  Inventory  136,  entries  133-141.  These 
records  include  procedural  memorandums,  1924-31 
(8  in.);  policy  rulings  by  the  Department  of  State, 
1924-32  (4  in.);  memorandums  regarding  the 
reestablishment  of  the  Agency,  1934-36  (2  ft.); 
miscellaneous  correspondence,  1924-36  (2  ft.); 
registers  of  papers  received  by  the  Agency, 
1924-37  (13  ft.);  registers  of  papers  received 
regarding  Mexican  claims  against  the  United 
States,  1925-37  (1  ft.);  records  relating  to  person¬ 
nel,  1924-37  (1  ft.);  and  an  index  to  miscellaneous 
subject  files  and  reference  materials  (3  ft.). 

76.225  The  Agency  established  a  Research  and 
Information  Section  that  functioned  as  a  general 
information  center  on  Mexican  data  and  on  conditions 
in  Mexico,  chiefly  during  the  revolutionary  period. 
The  Section  did  compile  a  few  files  that  bear  directly 
on  the  pre-revolution  claims.  Perhaps  the  most 
important  of  these,  since  little  of  the  information  is 
duplicated  elsewhere  in  the  records,  is  the  series  of 
records  submitted  as  evidence  in  support  of  the 
Texas  cattle  claims  ("Robb  Claims"),  1872-1927  (5 
ft.),  which  were  tendered  for  possible  presentation  to 
the  Commission  to  document  livestock  losses  due  to 
activities  of  Mexican  and  Indian  raiders.  The  records 
consist  of  maps  of  Texas  counties  along  the  border; 
photostats  of  newspaper  articles;  copies  of  deposi¬ 
tions;  photostats  of  census  population  schedules  for 
several  Texas  counties,  1860-70;  and  copies  of 
reports  regarding  activities  of  Mexican  bandits 
operating  along  the  border.  Also  of  special  interest 
is  a  list  of  documents  in  support  of  old  unsettled 
claims  against  Mexico  (3  in.),  covering  the  period 
1869-1906,  that  could  be  used  as  possible  sources  of 
evidence  to  support  claims  of  U.S.  citizens.  Entries 
in  the  list  are  arranged  by  name  of  claimant  and 
thereunder  chronologically  by  date  of  document. 

Agency  Records  Concerning  Activities  of  the 

General  Claims  Commission 

76.226  The  most  significant  series  is  an  extensive 
but  incomplete  set  of  transcripts  of  hearings,  subject 
lists  of  claims,  and  copies  of  memorials  and  briefs. 
The  transcripts  of  hearings,  Mar.  8,  1926^1une  9, 
1931  (6  ft.),  are  arranged  by  session  and  thereunder 
chronologically  in  the  order  in  which  each  case  was 
heard.  The  transcripts  relating  to  each  case  are 
usually  assembled  in  a  single  unit,  often  referred  to 
as  a  volume,  which  is  further  identified  by  the 


claimant’s  name  and  docket  number.  No  transcripts 
were  found  for  the  first,  second,  and  fourth  sessions, 
and  those  for  the  third  session  are  incomplete.  An 
index  to  the  transcripts  (1  in.),  arranged  alphabeti¬ 
cally  by  name  of  claimant,  identifies  the  session 
number,  usually  the  date  the  claim  was  heard  before 
the  Commission,  and  the  volume  or  case  number 
containing  the  relevant  transcript. 

76.227  Entries  in  the  subject  lists  of  claims, 

1924- 37  (8  vols.,  1  ft.),  are  arranged  under  headings 
such  as  "abandonment,"  "contracts,"  "denial  of 
justice,"  and  "livestock,"  and  thereunder  by  docket 
number.  Usually  shown  for  each  claim  are  the 
claimant’s  name,  the  docket  and  Agency  numbers  of 
each  claim,  the  nature  of  the  claim,  the  amount 
claimed,  the  dates  of  filing  certain  documents,  and, 
for  some  claims,  the  final  disposition. 

76.228  Printed  memorials  and  copies  of  briefs, 

1925- 31  (29  vols.,  4  ft.),  prepared  by  the  Agency, 
contain  statements  of  facts  upon  which  the  claims 
were  based,  legal  agreements,  and  extracts  from 
documents  in  support  of  claims.  Most  of  the  memo¬ 
rials  (17  vols.)  are  arranged  by  docket  number.  The 
briefs  are  arranged  by  Agency  number  (4  vols.)  and 
by  subject  (8  vols.). 


American  Mexican  Claims  Commission, 
1943-47 

76.229  The  Commission  was  established  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Settlement  of  Mexican  Claims 
Act  of  1942  to  adjudicate  claims  on  behalf  of  Ameri¬ 
can  nationals  against  the  Government  of  Mexico  over 
the  period  from  1868  to  1940,  relating  to  confiscation 
or  destruction  of  personal  property,  injuries  to 
individuals,  expropriations  of  lands  and  mines,  and 
miscellaneous  cases  of  alleged  denial  of  justice. 
Included  were  all  claims  not  previously  settled  in 
which  the  Government  of  Mexico  allegedly  was 
responsible  to  the  United  States  for  injuries  to  U.S. 
nationals,  excepting  claims  concerning  petroleum 
properties  and  certain  claims  arising  from  default  of 
payment  on  Mexican  lands.  The  Commission  was 
also  to  make  awards  to  claimants  entitled  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  distribution  of  a  lump-sum  settlement 
effected  by  the  Department  of  State  whereby  the 
Republic  of  Mexico  paid  $40  million  to  the  United 
States  in  settlement  of  the  claims.  Before  it  expired 
on  April  4,  1947,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  an  act  of  April  3,  1945,  the  Commission  consid- 
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ered  a  total  of  1,255  dockets  covering  1,397  cases 
and  passed  upon  355  petitions  for  review,  granting 
247  petitions  and  denying  108. 

76.230  Historical  background  and  a  detailed 
account  of  the  Commission’s  decisions,  including  an 
"Alphabetical  List  of  Claimants,"  is  found  in  the 
Commission’s  final  report,  entitled  American  Mexican 
Claims  Commission  Under  the  Act  of  Congress 
Approved  December  18,  1942,  Report  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  Department  of  State,  Publication  2859, 
Arbitration  Series  9  (1948). 

76.231  The  records  of  the  American  Mexican 
Claims  Commission  (ca.  400  ft.)  include  case  files 
relating  to  general,  special,  and  cattle  claims 
approved  by  the  American  Mexican  Claims  Com¬ 
mission,  1923-47  (203  ft.).  The  files,  which  are 
arranged  by  U.S.  Agency  docket  numbers,  consist 
chiefly  of  claims  that  had  been  appraised  by  earlier 
commissions  but  not  approved;  some  of  the  claims 
are  appeals  of  previous  monetary  appraisals.  Only 
the  cattle  claims,  which  are  interspersed  throughout 
the  series,  relate  exclusively  to  events  that  took  place 
in  the  United  States  prior  to  1913.  Commonly  known 
as  the  Texas  cattle  claims,  these  claims  arose  out  of 
raids  from  Mexico  and  thefts  of  cattle  and  horses 
belonging  to  American  citizens  in  Texas  during  the 
period  1868  to  1878.  Many  of  these  claims  had  been 
submitted  originally  to  the  U.S.  Commission  to  Texas 
(76.205-76.207  and  76.225).  Copies  of  the  American 
Mexican  Claims  Commission’s  decision  and  memo¬ 
randum  opinion  regarding  the  Texas  cattle  claims  are 
in  miscellaneous  administrative  records,  1943-47  (5 
in.),  which  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  folder  title. 
Access  to  the  claims  is  facilitated  by  registers  and  an 
alphabetical  name  index  compiled  on  3-  by  5-inch 
cards..  Registers  of  general,  special,  and  cattle 
claims  papers  sent  and  received  by  the  American 
Mexican  Claims  Commission,  1943-47  (1  ft.),  were 
compiled  and  maintained  by  the  Commission  to  assist 
in  tracking  correspondence  and  documentation  consti¬ 
tuting  the  case  files.  Register  entries  are  arranged  by 


U.S.  Agency  docket  number  of  claim.  Entries  for 
docketed  claims  in  the  card  index  to  claims 
approved  or  disallowed  by  the  American  Mexican 
Claims  Commission,  1943-47  (1  ft.),  provide  docket 
and  claim  numbers,  names  of  claimants,  and  notes 
and  references  to  claims  originally  submitted  to  the 
American  Mexican  Claims  Commission.  Also 
covered  are  claims  appraised  but  not  approved  or 
remunerated  by  predecessor  commissions,  including 
the  United  States  and  Mexican  General  Claims 
Commission  and  the  U.S.  Commission  to  Texas. 

76.232  Not  covered  by  the  card  index  are  the 
case  files  relating  to  claims  approved  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Claims  Commission,  1923-47  (38  ft.).  These 
files  consist  of  basic  documentation  pulled  from  the 
case  files  compiled  by  the  Agency  of  the  United 
States  (76.220)  and  materials  added  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion  after  December  1942. 


Related  Records  in  State  Department  files 

76.233  The  following  indexes  and  lists  of  rele¬ 
vant  records  in  the  files  of  the  State  Department  were 
compiled  to  facilitate  reference  on  Mexican  claims 
issues:  Index  to  U.S.  claims  against  Mexico,  ca. 
1869-1906  (14  ft.);  index  to  Mexican  claims  against 
the  United  States,  ca.  1869-1906  (18  in.);  card  list 
of  subjects  relating  to  Mexican  claims,  ca.  1869- 
1906  (8  in.);  and  list  of  documents  relating  to 
Mexican  claims  awards,  ca.  1869-1904  (3  ft.).  The 
majority  of  the  references  provided  in  these  research 
aids  are  to  documents  found  in  miscellaneous  letters 
(59.21),  domestic  letters  (59.24),  diplomatic  des¬ 
patches  (59.43),  and  consular  despatches  (59.66). 
Also  included  are  references  to  records  in  the  series 
notes  to  and  notes  from  the  Mexican  legation  (59.46 
and  59.50).  All  of  these  records  are  part  of  the 
General  Records  of  the  Department  of  State,  RG  59. 
The  indexes  and  lists  are  described  in  greater  detail 
in  Preliminary  Inventory  177,  entries  242-245. 
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Record  Group  84 

RECORDS  OF  THE  FOREIGN  SERVICE  POSTS  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 


Texas  had  declared  her  independence,  and  maintained  it  by  her  arms  for  more  than  nine  years.  She  has  had  an 
organized  government  in  successful  operation  during  that  period.  Her  separate  existence,  as  an  independent  State,  had 
been  recognised  by  the  United  States  and  the  principal  Powers  of  Europe.  Treaties  of  commerce  and  navigation  had 
been  concluded  with  her  by  different  nations,  and  it  had  become  manifest  to  the  whole  world  that  any  further  attempt 
on  the  part  of  Mexico  to  conquer  her,  or  overthrow  her  government  would  be  [in]  vain.  Even  Mexico  herself  had 
become  satisfied  of  this  fact...  . 

James  K.  Polk,  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Two  Houses  of 
Congress,  Dec.  2,  1845,  (S.  Doc.  1,  29th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  Serial  470),  p.  6. 


Introduction 

84.1  The  Continental  Congress  sent  diplomatic 
agents  on  missions  to  European  courts  early  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  The  first  permanent  diplomatic 
representative  was  appointed  in  1778  and  the  first 
consul  in  1780.  Diplomats  frequently  served  also  in 
a  consular  capacity  until  the  Congress  established  an 
independent  consular  service  in  1792.  The  founda¬ 
tions  for  the  present  Foreign  Service  were  laid  by  an 
act  of  March  1,  1855,  which  defined  the  duties  and 
fixed  the  pay  for  the  diplomatic  and  consular 
services.  Both  the  diplomatic  and  consular  services 
were  reorganized  on  several  occasions  by  legislation 
and  Executive  order,  and  in  1924  they  were 
combined  into  a  single  Foreign  Service.  American 
diplomatic  and  consular  posts  have  been  established 
or  discontinued  as  the  interests  of  the  Nation  have 
dictated. 

84.2  Records  of  the  foreign  posts  are  divided  into 
two  groups:  records  from  the  diplomatic  posts 
(embassies  and  legations)  and  records  from  consular 
posts  (consulates  general,  consulates,  and  commercial 
and  consular  agencies).  In  general,  records  main¬ 
tained  by  diplomatic  posts  consist  of  original  signed 
instructions  from  the  Department  of  State  and  copies 
of  despatches  to  the  Department;  notes  from  and 
copies  of  notes  to  the  government  where  the  post  is 
or  was  located;  copies  of  instructions  and  communi¬ 
cations  to  subordinate  consulates  and  despatches  and 
reports  from  them;  miscellaneous  letters  received  and 
sent;  records  of  passports  issued  and  visaed;  records 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  of  American  citizens; 
records  concerning  the  disposal  of  property,  the 
settlement  of  estates,  and  the  protection  of  American 
citizens;  listings  of  important  events;  inventories  of 


consular  property;  and  notes  on  administrative  chang¬ 
es.  Because  legations  and  embassies  performed  many 
services  similar  to  those  of  consulates  and  maintained 
the  same  type  of  record  books,  a  certain  degree  of 
uniformity  is  found  in  the  types  of  records  created  by 
all  Foreign  Service  posts.  Consequently,  most  of  the 
types  of  records  mentioned  above  are  found  for  the 
consular  posts  as  well.  Also  among  the  consulate 
materials  are  records  of  fees  received  for  notarial, 
shipping,  and  other  services.  Responsibilities  unique 
to  seaport  consulates  were  documented  by  records 
noting  the  arrival  and  departure  of  American  vessels 
and  describing  their  cargoes;  records  of  services 
performed  for  American  ships  and  seamen;  lists  of 
seamen  shipped,  discharged,  or  deceased;  records  of 
marine  protests;  and  other  maritime  documents. 

84.3  The  more  than  850  consular  posts  and 
approximately  60  diplomatic  posts  for  which  records 
are  available  are  enumerated  in  the  publication  List  of 
Foreign  Service  Post  Records  in  the  National  Ar¬ 
chives  (SL  9),  compiled  by  Mark  G.  Eckhoff  and 
Alexander  P.  Mavro,  revised  by  Mario  Fenyo  and 
John  Highbarger,  and  published  in  1967.  This 
publication  gives  for  each  diplomatic  post  the  name  of 
the  country  and  the  inclusive  dates  and  volume  of  the 
records  received  from  the  post,  and  for  each  consular 
post,  the  name  of  the  city  or  town,  the  country,  the 
inclusive  date  of  the  records,  and  their  volume.  The 
records  of  five  representative  posts— two  diplomatic 
and  three  consular-are  described  in  greater  detail  in 
Preliminary  Inventory  of  Records  of  Selected  Foreign 
Service  Posts  (PI  60),  compiled  by  Alexander  P. 
Mavro  and  published  in  1953.  In  addition,  a  draft, 
"Preliminary  Inventory  of  the  Records  of  the  United 
States  Consulate  at  Mexico  City,  1817-1912,"  com¬ 
piled  by  Roy  Sylvan  Dunn,  is  available. 
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84.4  Editorial  Note:  It  should  be  emphasized 
that  the  records  discussed  here  were  actually  main¬ 
tained  by  the  diplomatic  and  consular  posts  in  the 
countries  indicated,  as  distinguished  from  the  records 
relating  to  those  posts  that  were  maintained  by  the 
Department  of  State.  In  general,  the  records  main¬ 
tained  at  the  Department  level  are  more  usable  than 
those  maintained  by  the  posts.  The  post  records, 
however,  are  very  useful,  as  they  alone  may  contain 
the  enclosures  that  accompanied  instructions  received 
from  the  Department  and  copies  of  despatches  that 
are  missing  from  the  Department’s  files.  They  also 
may  include  local  correspondence  that  was  not 
forwarded  to  the  Department. 

RECORDS  FROM  POSTS  IN 

THE  REPUBLIC  OF  TEXAS 

84.5  The  Republic  of  Texas  was  established  in 

1836,  when  Texas  declared  and  won  its  independence 
from  Mexico.  The  U.S.  Government  established 
diplomatic  ties  with  its  new  neighbor  to  the  south, 
although  it  did  not  formally  recognize  Texas  until  late 

1837.  The  consuls  who  had  represented  the  United 
States  in  the  settlements  of  Galvezton  (Galveston)  and 
Goliad  in  the  Mexican  State  of  Coahuila  y  Texas 
remained  in  place  and  posts  at  other  sites  were 
established  later.  A  Charge  d’Affaires  was  appointed 
to  Harrisburg  (Houston)  in  1837.  Those  posts  still 
operating  in  1845  were  terminated  after  the  United 
States  and  Texas  agreed  on  an  annexation  resolution; 
Texas  formally  became  the  28tli  State  of  the  Union  in 
February  1846.  Since  the  quantity  of  records  created 
by  a  consulate  or  consular  agency  is  necessarily 
determined  by  its  location,  jurisdiction,  volume  of 
business,  and  longevity,  the  volume  of  extant  records 
from  the  posts  in  the  Republic  of  Texas  is  relatively 
limited. 

84.6  Some  duplicate  records  and  other  closely 
related  materials  pertaining  to  the  Republic  of  Texas 
are  in  General  Records  of  the  Department  of  State 
(RG  59).  Most  of  these  department-level  records 
have  been  reproduced  as  National  Archives  microfilm 
publications.  Included  are  the  Department’s  commu¬ 
nications  with  its  representatives  in  the  Republic  and 
its  communications  with  officials  of  the  Republic 
stationed  in  the  United  States.  Communications  with 
representatives  in  the  Republic  include  instructions  to 
diplomatic  officers,  1837-45  (M77,  rolls  152-154, 
161);  despatches  received  from  diplomatic  officers. 


1836-45  (T728,  2  rolls);  and  despatches  received 
from  consular  officers  (T151,  Galveston,  1817-46,  2 
rolls,  and  T153,  Texas,  1825-44,  1  roll).  Communi¬ 
cations  with  officials  of  the  Republic  stationed  in  the 
United  States  include  notes  received  from,  1836-45 
(T809,  1  roll),  and  notes  sent  to,  1836-45  (M99,  roll 
95),  the  Texas  Legation.  The  despatches  received 
from  consular  officers  stationed  in  Galveston  date 
from  1817  in  the  Spanish  period,  while  those  under 
the  heading  "Texas"  begin  in  the  Mexican  period; 
additional  information  concerning  the  Texas  region 
and  the  colonists  from  the  United  States  possibly  may 
be  found  in  departmental  records  relating  to  Spain 
and  Mexico.  The  table  accompanying  this  chapter 
lists  U.S.  officials  assigned  to  Texas,  1826-1845. 

Records  of  Diplomatic  Posts 

84.7  The  "Archives  of  Legation,"  1836-44  (8 
in.),  originally  were  bound  as  a  single  volume. 
Although  they  have  since  been  unbound,  the  binding 
is  filed  with  the  records.  The  records,  which  are 
arranged  chronologically,  include  original  signed 
instructions  from  the  Department  of  State  and  copies 
of  despatches  to  the  Department;  notes  from  officials 
of  the  Republic  and  copies  of  replies;  copies  of 
instructions  and  communications  to  subordinate 
consulates  and  despatches  and  reports  from  them; 
records  concerning  the  protection  of  American 
citizens  and  the  disposal  of  property;  and  miscella¬ 
neous  correspondence  on  numerous  subjects. 

84.8  Among  the  subjects  covered  are  depreda¬ 
tions  committed  by  Texas  citizens  on  Indians  residing 
in  the  United  States  and  depredations  committed  by 
Indians  from  the  United  States  against  citizens  of 
Texas;  relations  between  the  Texas  government  and 
the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians  in  Indian  Territo¬ 
ry;  the  status  of  U.S.  citizens  who  were  imprisoned 
by  Mexican  authorities  after  being  captured  in  New 
Mexico  with  members  of  a  Texan  expedition  to  Santa 
Fe;  the  blockade  of  Mexican  ports  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  by  ships  of  the  Texas  navy;  and  the  impress¬ 
ment  of  the  Brigantine  Retrieve  to  transport  Texan 
troops.  Several  documents  concern  the  recovery 
from  captivity  of  two  boys,  members  of  the  Parker 
family,  who  were  taken  by  Comanche  Indians  during 
a  raid  on  Parker’s  Fort  in  1836.  Captured  at  the 
same  time  was  Cynthia  Ann  Parker;  her  son  by  Peta 
Nocona,  a  tribal  leader,  was  the  noted  warrior  and 
celebrated  chief  of  the  Comanche,  Quanah  Parker. 
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Some  documents  concern  Sam  Houston’s  dispute  with 
Edwin  W.  Moore,  the  head  of  the  Texas  navy,  and 
include  a  copy  of  Houston’s  1843  proclamation 
declaring  Commodore  Moore  and  his  men  to  be 
pirates  and  seeking  the  assistance  of  other  countries 
in  apprehending  them  and  their  ships.  Many  of  the 
other  documents  provide  information  about  the  status 
of  relations  between  the  Republic  of  Texas  and 
Mexico. 


Records  of  Consular  Posts 

84.9  Seaport  consulates,  like  the  one  in  Galves¬ 
ton,  maintained  records  on  American  vessels,  docu¬ 
menting  their  arrivals  and  departures,  their  cargoes, 
their  crews,  and  services  performed  for  them.  The 
records  of  the  Consulate  in  Galveston,  consisting  of 
bound  copies  of  letters  and  other  documents  sent  to 
the  State  Department,  Nov.  14,  1838-Jan.  1,  1843 
(1  vol.,  1  in.),  reflect  these  functions.  The  volume 
contains  copies  of  26  letters  (most  of  them  transmit¬ 
ting  reports)  and  enclosures  (chiefly  tabular  reports 
that  were  submitted  periodically).  Inserted  in  the 
volume  is  a  two-page  index  to  letters  and  "Consular 
Return"  reports.  The  reports,  called  "returns," 
captured  data  on  American  vessels  arriving  at  and 
departing  from  Galveston,  Texas.  Information  was 
collected  under  the  following  headings:  Date  of 
arrival;  class  and  name  of  ship;  burden;  name  of 
master,  crew  in  (number  of  American  and  foreign 
members);  port  of  departure;  home  port;  ports 
touched  at;  cargo  inward  and  value;  cargo  landed  and 
amount;  cargo  outward  and  value;  crew  out  (number 
of  American  and  foreign  members);  date  of  depar¬ 
ture;  general  remarks;  and  recapitulation.  Not 
included  in  the  index  are  page  references  to  the 
reports  entitled  "Consular  Statement  of  Fees,"  which 
are  distributed  throughout  the  volume. 

84.10  The  form  "Consular  Statement  of  Fees" 
records  fees  collected  for  services  performed  and 
carries  the  following  headings:  Names  of  vessels; 
names  of  parties  for  whom  service  is  rendered; 
certificates  (number  and  amount  [no  &  amt.]);  oaths 
(no.  &  amt.);  noting  protest;  deposit  of  ship’s  papers; 
surveys,  registry,  etc.;  copy  of  documents  from 
record;  extending  protest;  declarations  (no.  &  amt.); 
powers  of  attorney  (no.  &  amt.);  contracts  and 
charter  parties  (no.  &  amt.);  passports  (no.  &  amt.); 
registering  documents  not  ordered  from  consulate 
(no.  &  amt.);  certificate  of  citizenship  (no.  &  amt.); 


burial  (no.  &  amt.);  sum  total  received  on  vessel;  and 
general  remarks  about  the  vessel.  In  some  instances 
the  reports  are  copied  on  pages  of  the  volume;  in 
others,  the  report  forms  have  been  bound  into  the 
volume. 


RECORDS  FROM  OTHER  DIPLOMATIC 
AND  CONSULAR  POSTS 

84.11  The  only  materials  in  this  record  group  that 
undeniably  fall  within  the  purview  of  this  guide  are 
those  acquired  from  posts  in  the  Republic  of  Texas. 
Listed  here  by  series  titles,  however,  are  selected 
series  of  records  from  the  diplomatic  posts  in  Spain, 
until  1822,  and  Mexico  thereafter.  These  records 
may  well  contain  additional  information  about  condi¬ 
tions  not  only  in  Texas  but  also  in  California  and 
New  Mexico  and  about  the  treaties  affecting  changes 
in  the  international  boundary  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico.  Also  listed  by  series  title  are 
records,  obtained  from  consular  posts  located  in 
Mexican  communities  along  the  border,  that  provide 
some  information  about  relations  between  Texans  and 
other  residents  of  the  United  States  and  their  Mexican 
neighbors.  Similarly,  records  from  the  U.S.  Embassy 
in  Great  Britain  and  from  selected  Canadian  consular 
posts  are  listed  since  these  records  may  provide 
documentation  concerning  treaties  affecting  the 
demarcation  of  the  international  boundary  and  events 
occurring  in  the  vicinity  of  the  boundary  from  Lake 
Superior  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Some  post  records 
originated  in  mid- 19 12  or  later,  however,  and  so  they 
are  not  considered  here.  Many  corresponding  series 
of  records  at  the  departmental  level  have  been  repro¬ 
duced  as  National  Archives  microfilm  publications, 
but  only  the  pertinent  publications  of  consular  des¬ 
patches  are  identified  in  the  listings  that  follow  (84. 14 
and  84.15).  In  general,  the  footage  figures  and  date 
fields  shown  in  the  headings  are  taken  from  the  List 
of  Foreign  Service  Post  Records  in  the  National 
Archives  and  reflect  all  the  materials  available  for 
each  post  in  1967. 

Records  of  Diplomatic  Posts 

84.12  Given  below  are  the  titles  and  dates  of 
pertinent  series  of  records  from  posts  in  Spain  and 
Mexico: 
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Spain,  1801-1935  (180  ft.) 


1.  Correspondence,  1801-56  (25  vols.). 

2.  Miscellaneous  and  Unclassified  Papers, 
1819-35  (1  vol.). 

3.  Notes  to  the  Spanish  Government  From 
John  Forsyth,  Minister  to  Spain,  1819-22 
(1  vol.). 


Mexico,  1824-1940  (439  ft.) 


Correspondence 

4.  Despatches  to  the  Department  of  State, 
1825-1912  (73  vols.). 

5.  Instructions  From  the  Department  of 
State,  1825-1912  (106  vols.). 

6.  Notes  to  the  Mexican  Foreign  Office, 
1825-1912  (40  vols.). 

7.  Notes  From  the  Mexican  Foreign  Office, 
1825-1912  (101  vols.). 

8.  Consular  Letters  Sent,  1836-58;  1871-73; 
1897-1912  (18  vols.). 

9.  Consular  Letters  Received,  1893-1912 
(34  vols.). 

10.  Correspondence  of  Consul  W.  D.  Jones 
With  the  Department  of  State  and  the 
Government  of  Mexico,  1837-39  (1  vol.). 

11.  Miscellaneous  Correspondence,  1900-15 
(unbound  papers). 

12.  Register  of  Correspondence,  1889-1909 
(6  vols.). 

13.  Telegrams  Sent  and  Received,  1910-35 
(56  vols.). 

14.  Confidential  Correspondence,  1910-13; 
1917-23  (3  vols.). 

Personal  Services 

15.  List  of  American  Citizens  Within  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Consulates  of  the 
United  States  in  Mexico,  1869  (1  vol.). 

16.  Correspondence  and  Records  Concerning 
Claims  of  U.S.  Nationals  Against  the 
Government  of  Mexico,  1824-1934  (8 
vols.  and  unbound  papers). 

17.  Analysis  Showing  Status  of  Claims  Filed 
by  the  United  States  With  the  General 
and  Special  Claims  Commission,  undated 
(1  vol.). 

18.  Analysis  of  Claims  of  the  United 
Mexican  States  Against  the  United  States 
of  America,  undated  (1  vol.). 


84.13  The  records  of  the  American  Legation 
(1826-93)  and  the  Embassy  (1893-1935)  in  London, 
England  are  fully  described  in  PI  60. 


Great  Britain,  1826-1943  (495  ft.) 


Correspondence 

1.  Despatches  to  the  Department  of  State, 
1826-1915  (128  vols.). 

2.  Instructions  From  the  Department  of 
State,  1828-1912  (109  vols.).  Some  of  the 
instructions  are  listed  and  summarized  in 
the  Register  of  Instructions  From  the 
Department  of  State,  1876-85;  1922; 
1927-40  (2  vols.). 

3.  Notes  to  the  British  Government, 
1831-1915  (73  vols.).  Earlier  notes  are 
with  the  despatches. 

4.  Notes  From  the  British  Government, 
1829-1912  (63  vols.).  Some  of  these  notes 
are  listed  and  summarized  in  the  Register 
of  Notes  From  the  British  Government, 
1876-84  (1  vol.),  and  in  the  Index  to 
Notes  From  the  British  Government, 
1875-91  (2  vols.). 

5.  Miscellaneous  Letters  Sent,  1837-1915 
(125  vols.).  Some  of  these  letters  are 
listed  and  summarized  in  the  Subject 
Index  to  Letters  Received  and  Sent, 
1849-52;  1875-86  (2  vols.),  and  in  the 
Register  of  Miscellaneous 
Correspondence,  1874-86  (3  vols.). 

6.  Consular  Letters  Sent,  1907-1915  (6 
vols.).  Earlier  letters  are  among  the 
miscellaneous  letters  sent. 

7.  Letters  Sent  by  the  Ambassador,  1905-15 
(4  vols.). 

8.  Confidential  and  Private  Letters  of  the 
Minister,  1868-72  (1  vol.). 

9.  Telegrams  Sent  to  the  Department  of 
State,  1908-35  (61  vols.). 

10.  Telegrams  Received  From  the 
Department  of  State,  1900-36  (43  vols.). 

Personal  Services 

11.  Register  of  American  Citizens,  1878-1908 

(2  vols.). 

12.  Register  of  Passports  Issued  ("Passport 
Book"),  1831-52  (5  vols.,  8  in.). 

13.  Register  of  Passport  Applications  ("Oath 
Book"),  1857-85  (25  vols.). 
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14.  Passport  Applications  ("Passport 
Vouchers"),  1885-94;  1907-15  (37  vols.). 


Records  of  Consular  Posts  -  Mexico 

84.14  Given  below  are  the  titles  of  selected  series 
of  records  from  Camargo,  Matamoros,  Mexico  City, 
Mier,  Nogales,  Nuevo  Laredo,  and  Piedras  Negras. 
As  mentioned  previously  (84.3),  the  records  of  the 
consulate  at  Mexico  City  are  described  in  detail  in  a 
draft  inventory.  Those  consular  despatches  that  are 
found  in  General  Records  of  the  Department  of  State 
(RG  59)  have  been  published,  and  references  to  the 
microfilm  publications  are  given  in  brackets  following 
the  appropriate  series  title.  Although  the  types  of 
records  available  vary  little  from  one  consulate  to 
another,  the  series  titles  and  arrangement  are  not 
consistent. 


Camargo,  Tamaulipas,  1870-90  (1  ft.) 


Correspondence 

1.  Despatches  to  the  Department  of  State, 

1870-87  (1  vol.).  [RG  59:  M288, 

1870-80,  1  roll] 

2.  Miscellaneous  Correspondence,  1870-90 
(1  vol.). 

3.  Register  of  Official  Letters  Sent,  1870-75 
(1  vol.). 

4.  Register  of  Official  Letters  Received, 

1870- 80  (1  vol.). 

Commercial  Services 

5.  Invoice  Book,  1871-90  (1  vol.). 

Fees  and  Accounts 

6.  Register  of  Fees,  Inland  Consulates, 

1871- 90  (1  vol.). 


Matamoros,  Tamaulipas,  1858-1944  (48  ft.) 


Correspondence 

7.  Despatches  to  the  Department  of  State, 
1869-1907  (20  vols.).  [RG  59:  M281, 
1826-1906,  12  rolls] 

8.  Instructions  From  the  Department  of 
State,  1858-1911  (43  vols.). 

9.  Letters  Sent,  1864-1908  (17  vols.). 

10.  Miscellaneous  Correspondence, 
1861-1912  (43  vols.). 


Ships  and  Seamen 

11.  American  Seamen  Relieved,  1862-73  (2 

vols.). 

Fees  and  Accounts 

12.  Record  of  Fees,  1865-1918  (7  vols.). 
Miscellany 

13.  Miscellaneous  Record  Books,  1869-1931 

(5  vols.). 


Mexico  City,  1817-1912  (181  ft.) 


Correspondence 

14.  Despatches  to  the  Department  of  State, 
1834-1906  (12  vols.).  [RG  59:  M296, 
1822-1906,  15  rolls] 

15.  Instructions  From  the  Department  of 
State,  1834-1912  (38  vols.),  including 
circular  letters.  Also  included  are  copies 
of  replies  to  instructions  and  despatches, 
1906-12. 

16.  Register  of  Official  Letters  Sent, 
1861-1912  (16  vols.). 

17.  Register  of  Official  Letters  Received, 
1861-1912  (6  vols.). 

18.  Miscellaneous  Letters  Sent,  1834-81; 
1888-1903  (39  vols.). 

19.  Miscellaneous  Letters  Sent,  1903-62  (8 
vols.). 

20.  Letters  Received  ("Miscellaneous 
Correspondence"),  1829-93  (17  vols.). 

21.  Miscellaneous  Correspondence, 
1897-1912  (64  vols.). 

22.  Correspondence  With  Consular 
Agencies  and  Consulates,  1906-12  (15 

vols.). 

23.  Register  of  Correspondence  Between  the 
Consulates  and  the  Embassy,  1909-11  (2 
vols.). 

Personal  Services 

24.  Register  of  American  Citizens, 
1825-1912  (8  vols.). 

25.  Passports,  1817-79;  1853-67  (2  vols.). 

26.  "Miscellaneous  Documents,"  1835-89  (1 
vol.),  includes  affidavits,  and  marriage, 
birth,  and  death  certificates.  Also 
included  are  papers  relating  to  the  war  of 
1847,  a  statement  regarding  prisoners 
sentenced  to  death,  and  data  on  American 
citizens  in  Mexico. 
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Commercial  Services 

27.  Invoice  Books,  1882-1901;  1897-1903; 
1902-10  (3  vols.). 

Fees  and  Accounts 

28.  Record  of  Fees,  1861-1911  (8  vols.). 
Miscellany 

29.  Miscellaneous  Record  Books,  1834-1904; 
1906-12  (12  vols.). 

30.  Newspaper  Clippings,  1905-9  (2  vols.). 


Mier,  Tamaulipas,  1871-98  (1  ft.) 


31.  Despatches  to  the  State  Department, 

1871-97  (1  vol.).  [RG  59:  M297, 

1870- 78,  1  roll] 

32.  Miscellaneous  Correspondence,  1897-98 
(1  vol.). 

33.  Invoice  Book,  1871-98  (1  vol.). 

34.  Register  of  Fees,  Inland  Consulate, 

1871- 98  (1  vol.). 


Nogales,  1884-1936  (42  ft.) 


Correspondence 

35.  Despatches  From  the  Department  of 
State,  1889-1907  (2  vols.).  [RG  59: 
M283,  1889-1906,  4  rolls] 

36.  Despatches  to  the  Department  of  State, 
1907-12  (5  vols.). 

37.  Instructions  From  the  Department  of 
State,  1890-1912  (9  vols.). 

38.  Consular  and  Diplomatic  Letters 
Received,  1893-1910  (5  vols.). 

39.  Consular  and  Diplomatic  Letters  Sent, 
1906-10  (3  vols.). 

40.  Miscellaneous  Letters  Received, 
1893-1910  (7  vols.). 

41.  Miscellaneous  Letters  Sent,  1891-1910 
(11  vols.). 

42.  AH  Classes  of  Correspondence,  1910-12 
(2  vols.). 

43.  Register  of  Official  Letters  Received, 
1890-1912  (3  vols.). 

44.  Register  of  Official  Letters  Sent, 
1899-1912  (2  vols.). 

45.  The  Consular  Exchange,  1909  (1  vol.). 

Personal  Services 

46.  Registry  of  Citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  Visitors  Register,  1885-1907  (1  vol.) 


Commercial  Services 

47.  Invoice  Books,  1884-1908  (4  vols.). 

Fees  and  Accounts 

48.  Register  of  Fees,  Inland  Consulates, 
1884-1908  (2  vols.). 

49.  Accounts  and  Returns,  1896-1909  (1 
vol.). 

Miscellany 

50.  Miscellaneous  Record  Books,  1884-1907 

(2  vols.). 

51.  Register  of  Landing  Certificates, 
1888-1908  (4  vols.). 

52.  Inventories  of  Stocks,  and  Properties  in 
the  State  of  Sonora  and  Claims  Against 
the  Mexican  Government,  1912  (1  vol.). 

Nuevo  Laredo,  Tamaulipas,  1871-1935  (40  ft.) 


Correspondence 

53.  Despatches  to  the  Department  of  State, 

1871-98  (3  vols.).  [RG  59:  M280, 

1871-1906,  4  rolls] 

54.  Enclosures  With  Despatches  to  the 
Department,  1889-97  (8  vols.). 

55.  Instructions  From  the  Department  of 
State,  1871-1909  (18  vols.). 

56.  General  Instructions,  Consular, 
1896-1910  (3  vols.). 

57.  Miscellaneous  Letters  Received,  1889-97 

(9  vols.). 

58.  Letters  Sent  to  Legation,  Consuls,  Etc., 
1871-98  (4  vols.). 

59.  Miscellaneous  Letters  Sent,  1892-95  (1 
vol.). 

60.  Register  of  Official  Letters  Received, 
1871-85;  1896-98  (2  vols.). 

61.  Register  of  Official  Letters  Sent, 
1871-85;  1896  (2  vols.). 

62.  General  Correspondence,  1895-1912  (13 
vols.). 

Commercial  Services 

63.  Invoice  Book,  1904-16  (1  vol.). 

Fees  and  Accounts 

64.  Register  of  Fees,  Inland  Consulates, 
1871-89  (1  vol.). 

65.  Quarterly  Accounts  and  Returns, 
1902-14  (5  vols.). 

Miscellany 

66.  Miscellaneous  Record  Book,  1880-97  (4 

vols.). 
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Piedras  Negras  (Ciudad  Porfirio  Diaz), 
Coahuila,  1867-1935  (43  ft.) 


Correspondence 

67.  Despatches  to  the  Department  of  State, 
1868-1903  (3  vols.).  [RG  59:  M299, 
1868-1906,  5  rolls] 

68.  Despatches  to  Department  of  State, 
1904-12  (8  vols.). 

69.  Individual  Instructions  From  the 

Department  of  State,  1867-1912  (13 
vols.). 

70.  Circular  Instructions  From  the 

Department  of  State,  1863;  1867-1908  (5 
vols.). 

71.  Letters  Sent,  1868-92  (1  vol.). 

72.  Press  Copies  of  Letters  Sent,  1887-95; 
1900-1902  (6  vols.). 

73.  Miscellaneous  Letters  Received, 
1898-1903  (3  vols.). 

74.  Letters  Received  From  Legation  in 
Mexico  City,  1868-88  (1  vol.). 

75.  Letters  Received  From  Consul  General, 
1889-90  (1  vol.). 

76.  Correspondence  Files,  1907-12  (23 
vols.). 

77.  Register  of  Letters  Received,  1867-89; 
1897-1912  (3  vols.). 

78.  Register  of  Letters  Sent,  1868-89; 
1896-1912  (4  vols.). 

Personal  Services 

79.  Unbound  Papers  Recording  Births, 
Deaths,  and  Marriages  of  American 
Citizens,  1889-1908  (72  pages). 

Commercial  Services 

80.  Invoice  Books,  1868-1908  (3  vols.). 

Fees  and  Accounts 

81.  Register  of  Fees,  Inland  Consulates, 
1868-89  (1  vol.). 

82.  Record  of  Fees,  1889-97  (1  vol.). 

83.  Transcripts  of  Accounts,  1908-12  (1 
vol.). 

84.  Register  of  Fees,  Inland  Consulates 
(Ciudad  Porfirio  Diaz),  1897-1908  (1 
vol.). 

85.  Record  of  Fees  (Ciudad  Porfirio  Diaz), 
1908-15  (1  vol.). 

Miscellany 

86.  Miscellaneous  Record  Books,  1896-1921 
(3  vols.). 


87.  Registers  of  Landing  and  Debenture 
Certificates,  1900-12  (2  vols.). 


Records  of  Consular  posts  -  Canada 

84.15  Shown  below  are  the  titles  of  selected 
series  of  records  from  Lethbridge,  Nelson,  Rossland, 
Vancouver,  Victoria,  and  Winnipeg.  The  records  of 
the  Winnipeg  Consulate  are  described  in  detail  in  PI 
60. 


Lethbridge,  Alberta,  1891-1931  (8  ft.) 


Correspondence 

1.  Circular  Instructions  From  the 
Department  of  State,  1911-27  (3  vols.). 
For  earlier  instructions,  see  item  3  below. 

2.  Correspondence  With  the  American 
consul  at  Calgary,  Canada,  1902-12; 
1926-31  (2  vols.). 

Personal  Services 

3.  Certificates  of  Registration  of  American 
Citizens,  1912-15  (1  vol.).  Volume 
includes  circular  instructions  from  the 
Department  and  Presidential  proclamations, 
1908-14. 

Commercial  Services 

4.  Invoice  Books,  1891-1912  (2  vols.). 

Fees  and  Accounts 

5.  Accounts,  1908-13  (1  vol.). 

Miscellany 

6.  Miscellaneous  Record  Book,  1908-30  (1 
vol.). 


Nelson,  British  Columbia,  1900-15  (3  ft.) 


Correspondence 

7.  Miscellaneous  Correspondence,  1900-15 
(10  vols.). 

8.  Record  of  Mail,  1901-13  (1  vol.). 
Commercial  Services 

9.  Invoice  Book,  1900-1909  (1  vol.). 

Fees  and  Accounts 

10.  Fee  Book,  1900-1909  (1  vol.). 

11.  Record  of  Fees,  1909-15  (1  vol.). 
Miscellany 

12.  Miscellaneous  Notebook,  1900-10  (1 
vol.). 
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13.  Miscellaneous  Record  Book,  1901-15  (1 
vol.). 


Rossland,  British  Columbia,  1897-1907  (1  ft.) 


Correspondence 

14.  Miscellaneous  Correspondence, 
1897-1907  (1  vol.). 

15.  Register  of  Official  Letters  Sent, 
1900-1907  (1  vol.). 

Commercial  Services 

16.  Invoice  Book,  1897-1907  (2  vols.). 

Fees  and  Accounts 

17.  Register  of  Fees,  Inland  Consulates, 
1897-1902  (1  vol.). 

Miscellany 

18.  Miscellaneous  Record  Book,  1898-1907 
(1  vol.) 


Vancouver,  British  Columbia, 
1887-1936  (90  ft.) 


Correspondence 

19.  Despatches  to  the  Department  of  State, 

1893-1912  (10  vols.).  [RG59:  T114, 

1890-1906,  5  rolls] 

20.  Despatches  From  the  Department  of 
State,  1897-1906  (3  vols.). 

21.  Instructions  From  the  Department  of 
State,  1891-1912  (11  vols.). 

22.  Letters  Received,  1890-1909  (22  vols.). 

23.  Letters  Received  From  the  Auditor  of 
the  State  and  Other  Departments, 
1892-1908  (3  vols.). 

24.  Press  Copies  of  Letters  Sent,  1891-1903 
(12  vols.). 

25.  Letters  Sent,  1893-97,  1904-9  (11  vols.). 

26.  Miscellaneous  Correspondence,  1909-12 
(16  vols.). 

27.  Correspondence,  1912-35  (254  vols.). 

28.  Register  of  Official  Letters  Received, 
1898-99;  1902-4;  1908-11  (5  vols.). 

29.  Register  of  Official  Letters  Sent, 
1898-1902;  1904-12  (9  vols.). 

Personal  Services 

30.  Registration  of  American  Citizenship, 
1907-36  (31  vols.). 


Ships  and  Seamen 

31.  American  Seamen  Relieved,  1887-1925 
(4  vols.). 

32.  Seamen’s  Register,  1893-1928  (2  vols.). 

33.  Arrival  and  Departure  of  American 
Vessels,  1887-97;  1908-28  (4  vols.). 

34.  Ships’  Daily  Journal,  1888-94; 
1898-1912  (19  vols.). 

35.  Marine  Notes  of  Protest,  1889  (3  vols.). 

36.  Register  of  Landing  Certificates, 

1890- 99  (1  vol.). 

Commercial  Services 

37.  Invoice  Books,  1887-1910  (4  vols.). 

Fees  and  Accounts 

38.  Fee  Book,  1906-12  (3  vols.). 

Miscellany 

39.  Miscellaneous  Record  Books,  1887-89; 

1891- 1930  (8  vols.). 


Victoria,  British  Columbia,  1862-1935  (57  ft.) 


Correspondence 

40.  Despatches  to  the  Department  of  State, 
1870-1912  (15  vols.).  [RG  59:  T130, 
1862-1906,  16  rolls] 

41.  Despatches  From  the  Department  of 
State,  1862-1912  (17  vols.). 

42.  Instructions  From  the  Department  of 
State,  1862-1920;  1929  (1  vol.). 

43.  Letters  Received,  1862-84,  1897  (2 
vols.). 

44.  Letters  Received,  1885-1912  (16  vols.). 

45.  Official  Letters  Received  From  the 
Auditor  of  the  State  and  Other 
Departments,  1870-75  (1  vol.). 

46.  Letters  Received  From  the  Treasury 
Department,  1885-95;  1901-8  (3  vols). 

47.  Private  Letters  Received  by  Consul  R. 
J.  Stevens,  1884-88  (1  vol.). 

48.  Letters  Sent,  1885-90  (1  vol.). 

49.  Letters  Sent,  1888-89;  1894-1912  (14 
vols.). 

50.  Register  of  Letters  Received,  1885-1912 
(4  vols.). 

51.  Register  of  Letters  Sent,  1862-91; 
1897-1912  (6  vols.). 

Personal  Services 

52.  Register  of  American  Citizens, 
1888-1916  (2  vols.). 
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Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  1869-1935  (58  ft.) 


Ships  and  Seamen 

53.  Record  of  Relief  Afforded  Destitute 
Sailors,  1862-89  (2  vols.). 

54.  Seamen’s  Register,  1870-1928  (2  vols.). 

55.  Arrival  and  Departure  of  American 
Vessels,  1880-1928  (7  vols.). 

56.  Ships  Daily  Journal,  1862-90;  1898-1927 
(7  vols.). 

57.  Marine  Notes  of  Protest,  1862-1929  (2 
vols.). 

58.  Register  of  Landing  Certificates, 
1874-80;  1882-1922  (2  vols.). 

59.  Shipping  Journal,  1881-82;  1897-1902  (2 
vols.). 

60.  Miscellaneous  Shipping  Papers, 

1863-1901  (unbound). 

Commercial  Services 

61.  Invoice  Books,  1862-85;  1870-76; 

1888-1912  (5  vols.). 

Fees  and  Accounts 

62.  Fee  Book,  1864-1912  (8  vols.). 

63.  General  Ledger,  1868-96  (2  vols.). 

Miscellany 

64.  Miscellaneous  Record  Books,  1885-1920; 
1928  (4  vols.). 

65.  Daily  Journal,  1887-91  (1  vol.).  Records 
deaths,  births,  and  local  news. 

66.  Blotter,  1881-87  (1  vol.).  Lists  bills  of 
health  granted. 

67.  Miscellaneous  Private  Papers,  1860-88 
(unbound  papers).  Includes  despatches 
with  relevant  customs  laws,  private 
letters,  etc. 


Correspondence 

68.  Despatches  to  the  Department  of  State, 
1870-86;  1893-1904;  1906-11  (10  vols.). 
[RG  59:  T24,  1869-1906,  10  rolls] 

69.  Instructions  From  the  Department  of 
State,  1893-1911  (18  vols.). 

70.  Miscellaneous  Letters  Received,  1907-8 
(11  vols.). 

71.  Miscellaneous  Letters  Sent,  1870-1908 
(15  vols.). 

72.  Miscellaneous  Letters  Received  and 
Sent,  1909-12  (8  vols.). 

73.  Correspondence  With  Consular  Agents 
and  Collectors  of  Customs,  1909-12  (4 

vols.).  Some  collectors  of  customs 
usually  were  stationed  in  Minnesota  or 
North  Dakota. 

74.  Register  of  Letters  Received,  1872; 
1896-1902;  1907-12  (4  vols.). 

75.  Register  of  Letters  Sent,  1872;  1893; 
1895;  1896-1912  (9  vols.). 

76.  General  Correspondence  (Numerical 
File),  1911-12  (unbound). 

Personnel  Services 

77.  Certificates  of  Registration  of  American 
Citizens,  1907-15  (2  vols.). 

Commercial  Services 

78.  Invoice  Books,  1869-1909  (2  vols.). 

Fees  and  Accounts 

79.  Record  of  Fees,  1869-94;  1913-25  (11 
vols.). 

Miscellany 

80.  Miscellaneous  Record  Books,  1896-1923 

(2  vols.). 
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TABLE  -  84.6 

U.S.  Consuls  and  Charge  d’affaires  Assigned  to 
Coahuil  y  Texas,  1826-37,  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  Sept.  1837-Sept.  1845* 


Year 

Name 

Position 

Location 

1826-29 

David  Dixon 

Consul 

San  Antonio 

1829-32 

Joseph  W.E.  Wallace 

Consul 

San  Antonio 

1832-33 

David  G.  Burnet 

Consul 

Galveston 

1834 

Thomas  Woolridge 

Consul 

Brazoria 

David  G.  Burnet 

Consul 

Galveston 

1835 

John  A.  Parker 

Consul 

Brazoria 

Francis  Slaughter 

Consul 

San  Jacinto 

Galveston 

John  Stryker 

Consul 

Goliad  or  Matagorda 

1836 

John  A.  Parker 

Consul 

Brazoria 

Francis  Slaughter 

Consul 

Galveston 

John  Stryker 

Consul 

Goliad  or  Matagorda 

1837 

Alcee  La  Branche 

Cd’A 

Harrisburg  (Houston) 

Francis  Slaughter 

Consul 

Galveston 

John  Stryker 

Consul 

Goliad  or  Matagorda 

Stewart  Newell 

Consul 

Velasco 

1838 

Alcee  La  Branche 

Cd’A 

Houston 

Young  I.  Porter 

Consul 

Brazoria 

Francis  Slaughter 

Consul 

Galveston 

Elisha  A.  Rhodes 

Consul 

Galveston 

John  A.  Monges 

Consul 

Matagorda 

Stewart  Newell 

Consul 

Velasco 

1839 

Alcee  La  Branche 

Cd’A 

Houston 

Young  I.  Porter 

Consul 

Brazoria 

Elisha  A.  Rhodes 

Consul 

Galveston 

John  A.  Monges 

Consul 

Matagorda 

Stewart  Newell 

Consul 

Velasco 
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TABLE  -  84.6,  Continued 


Year 

Name 

Position 

Location 

1840 

Alcee  La  Branche 

Cd’A 

Houston 

George  H.  Flood 

Cd’A 

Galveston 

Young  I.  Porter 

Consul 

Brazoria 

Elisha  A.  Rhodes 

Consul 

Galveston 

John  A.  Monges 

Consul 

Matagorda 

Charles  S.  Wallach 

Consul 

Matagorda 

Stewart  Newell 

Consul 

Velasco 

Henry  P.  Gale 

Consul 

Velasco 

1841 

Joseph  Eve 

Cd’A 

Austin 

George  H.  Flood 

Cd’A 

Galveston 

Joseph  Eve 

Cd’A 

Galveston 

Young  I.  Porter 

Consul 

Brazoria 

Elisha  A.  Rhodes 

Consul 

Galveston 

Charles  S.  Wallach 

Consul 

Matagorda 

Henry  P.  Gale 

Consul 

Velasco 

1842 

Joseph  Eve 

Cd’A 

Galveston 

Young  I.  Porter 

Consul 

Brazoria 

Elisha  A.  RJiodes 

Consul 

Galveston 

(to  Oct.  14,  1842) 

A.M.  Green 

Consul 

Galveston 

Charles  S.  Wallach 

Consul 

Matagorda 

W.W.T.  Smith 

Consul 

Matagorda 

Henry  P.  Gale 

Consul 

Velasco 

A.M.  Green 

Consul 

Velasco 

1843 

Joseph  Eve 

Cd’A 

Galveston 

(to  June  16,  1843) 

William  S.  Murphy 

Cd’A 

Galveston 

A.M.  Green 

Consul 

Galveston 

W.W.T.  Smith 

Consul 

Matagorda 

Stewart  Newell 

Consul 

Sabine 

Morgan  L.  Smith 

Consul 

Velasco 

1844 

William  S.  Murphy 

Cd’A 

Galveston 

Tilghman  A.  Howard 

Cd’A 

Galveston 

Andrew  Jackson  Donelson 

Cd’A 

Galveston 

A.M.  Green 

Consul 

Galveston 

Duff  Green 

Consul 

Galveston 

W.W.T.  Smith 

Consul 

Matagorda 

Morgan  L.  Smith 

Consul 

Velasco 
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TABLE  -  84.6,  Continued 


Year 

Name 

Position 

Location 

1845 

Andrew  Jackson  Donelson 

Cd’A 

Galveston 

Duff  Green 

Consul 

Galveston 

Thomas  N.  Herndon 

Consul 

Galveston 

W.W.T.  Smith 

Consul 

Matagorda 

Stewart  Newell 

Consul 

Sabine 

Morgan  L.  Smith 

Consul 

Velasco 

*  Compiled  from  the  Register  of  All  Officers  and  Agents,  Civil,  Military,  and  Naval,  in  the  Service  of  the 
United  States,  1835-1845 ,  and  Walter  P.  Smith  II,  America's  Diplomats  and  Consuls  of  1776-1865, 
Occasional  Paper  No.  2,  Foreign  Service  Institute,  U.S.  Department  of  State,  1986.  Other  officials  of 
the  State  Department  assigned  to  these  posts  are  identified  in  the  table  accompanying  the  chapter  on 
Record  Group  59,  General  Records  of  the  Department  of  State. 
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APPENDIX  A 


National  Archives  Microfilm  Publications  Cited 


M3  State  Department  Territorial  Papers,  Colorado.* 

M12  State  Department  Territorial  Papers,  Utah.* 

M13  State  Department  Territorial  Papers,  Nevada.* 

M17  Registers  of  Correspondence  of  the  Department  of  State.* 

M26  State  Department  Territorial  Papers,  Washington.* 

M30  Despatches  From  U.S.  Ministers  to  Great  Britain.* 

M31  Despatches  From  U.S.  Ministers  to  Spain.* 

M34  Despatches  From  U.S.  Ministers  to  France.* 

M37  Despatches  From  Special  Agents  of  the  Department  of  State.* 

M38  Notes  From  the  Department  of  State  to  Foreign  Ministers  and  Consuls  in  the  United 
States.* 

M40  Domestic  Letters  of  the  Department  of  State.* 

M50  Notes  From  the  British  Legation  in  the  United  States  to  the  Department  of  State.* 

M53  Notes  From  the  French  Legation  in  the  United  States  to  the  Department  of  State.* 

M54  Notes  From  the  Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  to  the  Department  of  State.* 
M59  Notes  From  the  Spanish  Legation  in  the  United  States  to  the  Department  of  State.* 
M77  Diplomatic  Instructions  of  the  Department  of  State.* 

M78  Consular  Instructions  of  the  Department  of  State.* 

M85  State  Department  Territorial  Papers,  Wyoming.* 

M97  Despatches  From  U.S.  Ministers  to  Mexico.* 

M99  Notes  to  Foreign  Legations  in  the  United  States  From  the  Department  of  State.* 

Ml 38  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Monterey,  Upper  California. 

M179  Miscellaneous  Letters  of  the  Department  of  State.* 

Ml 89  Interior  Department  Territorial  Papers:  Washington.* 

M191  Interior  Department  Territorial  Papers:  Idaho.* 

Ml 92  Interior  Department  Territorial  Papers:  Montana.* 

Ml 99  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico. 

M200  Territorial  Papers  of  the  U.S.  Senate.* 

M204  Interior  Department  Territorial  Papers:  Wyoming.* 

M2 18  State  Department  Territorial  Papers,  Kansas.* 

M228  State  Department  Territorial  Papers,  Nebraska.* 

M280  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Nuevo  Laredo,  Mexico. 

M281  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Matamoras,  Mexico. 

M282  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  La  Paz,  Mexico. 

M283  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Nogales,  Mexico. 

M284  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Guaymas,  Mexico. 

M288  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Camargo,  Mexico. 

M289  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Chihuahua,  Mexico. 

M292  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Guerrero,  Mexico. 
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APPENDIX  A  -  Continued 


M296  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Mexico  City,  Mexico. 

M297  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Mier,  Mexico. 

M299  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Piedras  Negras,  Mexico. 

M301  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  San  Bias,  Mexico. 

M304  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Tampico,  Mexico. 

M309  State  Department  Territorial  Papers,  Dakota.* 

M3 10  Interior  Department  Territorial  Papers:  Dakota.* 

M3 14  Records  of  the  Department  of  State  Relating  to  Political  Relations  Between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico. 

M337  Enrolled  Original  Acts  and  Resolutions  of  the  U.S.  Congress.* 

M338  Certificates  of  Ratification  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Bill  of  Rights,  With 
Correspondence  and  Proposed  Amendments.* 

M342  State  Department  Territorial  Papers,  Arizona.* 

M356  State  Department  Territorial  Papers,  Montana.* 

M364  Interior  Department  Territorial  Papers:  New  Mexico.* 

M406  Letters  of  Application  and  Recommendation  During  the  Administration  of  John 
Adams.* 

M418  Letters  of  Application  and  Recommendation  During  the  Administration  of  Thomas 
Jefferson.* 

M419  State  Department  Territorial  Papers,  Oregon.* 

M428  Interior  Department  Territorial  Papers:  Utah.* 

M429  Interior  Department  Territorial  Papers:  Arizona.* 

M431  Interior  Department  Territorial  Papers:  Colorado.* 

M438  Letters  of  Application  and  Recommendation  During  the  Administration  of  James 

Madison.* 

M439  Letters  of  Application  and  Recommendation  During  the  Administration  of  James 
Monroe.* 

M445  State  Department  Territorial  Papers,  Idaho.* 

M531  Letters  of  Application  and  Recommendation  During  the  Administration  of  John  Quincy 
Adams.* 

M586  List  of  U.S.  Diplomatic  Officers.* 

M587  List  of  U.S.  Consular  Officers.* 

M639  Letters  of  Application  and  Recommendation  During  the  Administration  of  Andrew 
Jackson.* 

M650  Letters  of  Application  and  Recommendation  During  the  Administrations  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Andrew  Johnson.* 

M668  Ratified  Indian  Treaties.* 

M687  Letters  of  Application  and  Recommendation  During  the  Administrations  of  Martin  Van 
Buren,  William  Henry  Harrison,  and  John  Tyler.* 

M800  Reports  of  Clerks  and  Bureau  Officers  of  the  Department  of  State. 

M862  Numerical  and  Minor  Files  of  the  Department  of  State. 

M873  Letters  of  Application  and  Recommendation  During  the  Administrations  of  James 
Polk,  Zachary  Taylor,  and  Millard  Fillmore.* 

M967  Letters  of  Application  and  Recommendation  During  the  Administrations  of  Franklin 
Pierce  and  James  Buchanan.* 
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M968  Letters  of  Application  and  Recommendation  During  the  Administration  of  Ulysses  S. 
Grant. 

M1118  Executive  Orders,  1-7521. 

Ml  134  State  Department  Territorial  Papers,  Missouri. 

M1247  Perfected  International  Treaties  (’Treaty  Series’). 

Ml 326  Enrolled  Acts  and  Resolutions  of  Congress. 

M1331  Numerical  List  of  Presidential  Proclamations,  1-2317. 

M1518  Ratified  Amendments  (11-26). 

T17  State  Department  Territorial  Papers,  New  Mexico.* 

T23  Letters  Received  by  the  Department  of  State  From  the  Agent  for  Red  River  Affairs. 
T24  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Winnipeg,  Canada. 

T114  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Vancouver,  Canada. 

T130  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Victoria,  Canada. 

T153  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  Texas. 

T225  Despatches  From  U.S.  Consuls  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

T260  State  Department  Territorial  Papers,  Orleans.* 

T279  Index  to  Presidential  Proclamations. 

T286  Correspondence  Relating  to  the  Filibustering  Expedition  Against  the  Spanish 
Government  of  Mexico.* 

T494  Documents  Relating  to  the  Negotiation  of  Ratified  and  Unratified  Treaties  With 
Various  Indian  Tribes.* 

T606  Records  Relating  to  the  First  Northwest  Boundary  Survey  Commission.* 

T645  Acceptances  and  Orders  for  Commissions  in  the  Records  of  the  Department  of  State.* 
T728  Despatches  From  U.S.  Ministers  to  Texas.* 

T730  Resignations  and  Declinations  Among  the  Records  of  the  Department  of  State. 

T809  Notes  From  the  Texan  Legation  in  the  United  States  to  the  Department  of  State.* 
T1212  Records  of  Special  Agents  for  Securing  the  Florida  Archives. 

T1223  Presidential  Proclamations,  1-2160. 


*  Asterisks  identify  publications  available  at  all  regional  archives. 
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APPENDIX  B 


List  of  Regional  Archives 


♦  National  Archives— New  England  Region 

380  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  MA  02154 

♦  National  Archives— Northeast  Region 

201  Varick  Street 

New  York,  New  York  10014 

♦  National  Archives— Mid  Atlantic  Region 

9th  and  Market  Streets,  Room  1350 
Philadelphia,  PA  19107 

♦  National  Archives— Southeast  Region 
1557  St.  Joseph  Avenue 

East  Point,  GA  30344 

♦  National  Archives— Great  Lakes  Region 
7358  South  Pulaski  Road 

Chicago,  IL  60629 

♦  National  Archives— Central  Plains  Region 
2312  East  Bannister  Road 

Kansas  City,  MO  64131 

♦  National  Archives— Southwest  Region 
501  West  Felix  Street,  P.O.  Box  6216 
Ft.  Worth,  TX  76115 

♦  National  Archives— Rocky  Mountain  Region 
Building  48-Denver  Federal  Center 
Denver,  CO  80225-0307 

♦  National  Archives— Pacific  Southwest  Region 
24000  Avila  Road 

Laguna  Niguel,  CA  92656 


113 


APPENDIX  B  -  Continued 


♦  National  Archives— Pacific  Sierra  Region 

1000  Commodore  Drive 

San  Bruno,  CA  94066 

♦  National  Archives— Pacific  Northwest  Region 

6125  Sand  Point  Way  NE 

Seattle,  WA  98115 

♦  National  Archives— Alaska  Region 

654  West  Third  Avenue 

Anchorage,  AK  99501 


114 


INDEX 


Record  group  and  donated  materials  collection  titles  appear  in  boldface  type.  Numbers  in  parentheses 
refer  to  record  groups,  and  other  numbers  refer  to  paragraphs.  Numbers  ending  in  a  "T"  refer  to 
tables. 


Accounts,  Bureau  of  —  59.4,  59.34,  59.79, 
59.155-160 

Adams,  John  —  59.88.1,  59.134 
Adams,  John  Quincy  —  59.42,  59.88.5 
Adams-Onis  Treaty  —  76.86,  76.87,  76.88 
Adee,  Alvey  A.  —  59.166 
Adjutant  General’s  Office,  1780V1917,  Records 
of  the  (RG  94)  -  59.126 
Admiralty  prize  cases  —  59.39 
African  Americans,  suffrage  for  —  59.18.4 
Agricultural  and  Industrial  Chemistry,  Records 
of  the  Bureau  of  (RG  97)  —  43. T 
Agriculture  -  59.18.17,  59.18.22 
Agriculture,  U.S.  Department  of  —  59.86 
Alabama  -  59.16,  59.18.1,  59.18.2 
Alaska  -  59.71,  76.70,  76.72,  76.74,  76.75,  76.78 
Alaska-Canadian  boundary  —  76.70,  76.72,  76.74, 
76.78 

Alaska- Yukon-Pacific  Exposition  —  43.28-43.29, 
43. T 

Alaska  Boundary  Tribunal  —  76.70,  76.72,  76.74 

Alden,  James  M.  —  76.51 

Alvarez,  Manuel  —  59. T 

Alvarez  de  Toledo,  Don  Jose  —  59.60 

American  and  Mexican  Joint  Commission  — 

59.45.3 

American  Mexican  Claims  Commission  —  76.211, 
76.229-76.232 

American  Mexican  Claims  Commission  Under  the 
Act  of  Congress  Approved  December  18,  1942, 
Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  —  76.230 
American  Original  File  —  11.9 
American  Republics,  Bureau  of  —  43.26 
American  Rio  Grande  Land  and  Irrigation 
Company  —  76.138 

American  State  Papers:  Public  Lands  —  59.28 
Americans  imprisoned  abroad  —  59.83 
America ’s  Diplomats  and  Consuls  of 

1776-1865 ,  by  Walter  P.  Smith  II  -  84.T 
Amnesty  —  59.117,  59.126-59.135 
Amnesty  oaths  —  59.20,  59.127-59.130 


Amos,  J.T.  —  76.123 

Apache  Indians  —  11.15,  59.45.3,  59.68.3, 

76.104,  76.144 

Applications  for  appointments  —  59.26,  59.86, 
59.87-59.90,  76.101 

Appointment  papers  —  59.15,  59.17,  59.21, 

59.55,  59.59,  59.61,  59.62,  59.64,  59.65.4, 
59.72,  59.84,  59.86-59.106,  59.160,  59.163, 
76.154 

Arapaho  Indians  —  59.18.4 

Arbitration  -  59,69,  59.75,  59.99,  59.166, 

76.4,  76.15,  76.17,  76.40,  76.54-76.60,  76.82, 
76.134-76.136,  76.138,  76.139,  76.148-76.149, 
76.151 

Archival  Information  System  —  76.151 
Archives,  of  foreign  countries  —  59.52,  59.57.12, 
59.57.13,  59.58 
Argentina  —  59.57.1 

Arizona  —  59.18.2,  59.30,  59.68.9,  59.137, 
59.153,  76.187 

Arizona  Territory  —  59.18.1,  59.19 
Arkansas  —  59.18.1,  59.24,  59.30,  59.35, 

59.36,  59.128,  59.129,  59.130,  59.131,  59.137, 
76.162 

Arkansas  Territory  —  59.18.2,  59.107 
Amy,  W.F.M.  -  59.18.17 
Articles  of  Confederation  —  59.3 
Articles  of  Peace,  Preliminary  —  ll.T 
Ashburton,  Lord  —  76.23 
Ashmore,  Anne  R.  —  11.21 
Assay  ers  —  59.103 

Astronomers  —  76.22,  76.26,  76.29,  76.31,  76.33, 
76.34,  76.35,  76.36,  76.39,  76.41,  76.78, 
76.108,  76.120,  76.123 
Astronomical  reports  —  76.34,  76.35,  76.48, 

76.75,  76.102,  76.109,  76.122,  76.124,  76.125 
Atocha,  Alexander  J.  —  59.57.40 
Attorney  General,  U.S.  —  59.131,  59.132,  59.133, 
59.135 

Aubrey,  F.X.  -  76.144 
Austin,  TX  —  84. T 


115 


Austria-Hungary  —  43.10 

Avulsion,  of  boundary  rivers  —  76.129-76.131 

Aztecs  —  59.82.15 

Baird,  Spencer  F.  —  76.109 
Baltimore,  MD  —  59.152 
Bancos  -  ll.T,  76.132,  76.138,  76.139,  76.143, 
76.146,  76.147 

Bank  of  the  United  States  —  59.112 
Bankruptcy  records  —  59.36 
Barlow,  Col.  John  W.  —  76.117,  76.120 
Barometric  observations  —  76.102 
Bartlett,  John  R.  —  76.107 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  —  59.18.19,  59.124 
Battures  —  59.28 
Bayard,  James  A.  —  59.42 
Beach,  Moses  Y.  —  59.57.38 
Beall,  Maj.  B.L.  -  76.144 
Belgium  —  43.10 
Bell  (steamer)  —  76.187 
Benjamin,  Judah  P.  —  59.124 
Benton,  Thomas  Hart  —  76.53 
Bermudez,  Josefa  J.  —  76.141 
Bermudez  Banco  —  76.138 
Bevans,  Charles  I.  —  11.11 
Biddle,  James  —  59.57.1,  59.57.6,  59.T 
Biennial  Register  ("Blue  Book")  —  59.2,  59.20, 
59.21,  59.112-59.113,  59.162,  59.163 
Bienville,  Jean  Baptistede  —  59.150 
Bill  of  Rights  -  11.29 
Birds  -  76.109 

Birthplaces  —  59.104,  59.143,  59.144 
Births  abroad  —  84.2,  84.14.26,  84.14.79, 
84.15.65 

Black  Hills  -  59.18.5 

Blockades  -  59.18.3,  59.68.13,  59.122,  76.167, 
84.8 

Board  of  Commissioners,  United  States  and 
Mexico,  1840-42  —  76.164-76.174,  76.175 
Bonaparte,  Napoleon  —  59.151 
Boston,  MA  —  59.38 
Boundary  and  Claims  Commissions  and 
Arbitrations,  Records  of  (RG  76)  —  ll.T, 

59.5,  59.27,  59.53 

Boundary  disputes  —  59.45.3,  59.57.27,  59.68.6, 
59.68.10,  59.68.11,  59.69,  59.72,  59.75, 
59.152,  59.154,  76.2,  76.8,  76.14,  76.15, 
76.20,  76.21,  76.38,  76.40-76.53,  76.54-76.60, 
76.86-76.91,  76.104 

Boundary  markers  —  59.68.9,  76.29,  76.33,  76.39, 
76.43,  76.51,  76.63,  76.64,  76.70,  76.77, 


76.78,  76.80,  76.81,  76.90,  76.106,  76.111, 
76.112,  76.116,  76.117,  76.118,  76.120, 
76.122,  76.124,  76.125,  76.127,  76.138, 
76.141,  76.142,  76.147 

Boundary  treaties  —  ll.T.  59.42,  59.45.2,  59.59, 
59.82.5,  76.142,  84.11 

Boundary  waters  —  ll.T,  76.13-76.19,  76.39, 
76.40,  76.43,  76.54-76.60,  76.65-76.69,  76.77, 

76.79,  76.80,  76.81,  76.82-76.85,  76.95 
changes  in  river  banks  —  59.31,  76.95, 

76.129-76.151 

use  of  -  11.11,  76.65,  76.68,  76.82,  76.84, 
76.138,  76.141,  76.142,  76.144,  76.150 
Boundary  Waters  Treaty,  United  States  and 
Canada  —  76.82 
Brabazon,  A.J.  —  76.24 
Brazil  —  43.10 

Brazoria,  Mexico  —  59.97,  59. T,  84. T 
Bridges  —  59.68.11,  76.84,  76.144 
British  Columbia,  Canada  —  76.61,  76.83 
British  Guard,  Corps  of  the  —  59.124 
British  Public  Record  Office  —  76.19 
Brock,  Mabel  D.  —  43.5 
Brown,  William  Linn  —  59.57.36 
Brownsville,  TX  —  59.31,  76.143,  76.147,  76.205, 
76.207 

Buchanan,  James  —  59.88.9 
Buenos  Aires,  Argentina  —  59.57.1 
Burnet,  David  G.  —  59. T,  84. T 
Butler,  Anthony  —  59.57.16,  59.164 
Butler,  Maj.  Gen.  —  59.57.14 
Bynum,  Tom  —  59.124 

Cacti -  76.102,  76.109 
Calendar  of  Papers  in  Washington  Archives 
Relating  to  the  Territories  (to  1873),  by  David 
W.  Parker  -  59.15,  59.20,  59.21,  59.24 
Calendar  of  the  Miscellaneous  Letters  of  the 
Department  of  State,  1789-1820  —  59.22 
Calexico,  CA  —  76.138 
Calgary,  Canada  —  84.15.2 
California  -  59.16,  59.18.3,  59.18.4,  59.18.16, 
59.24,  59.31,  59.35,  59.42,  59.57.1-59.57.5, 
59.61,  59.67,  59.68.3,  59.68.5,  59.68.9, 
59.68.12,  59.72,  59.107,  59.119,  59.122, 
59.129,  59.137,  59.150,  59.T,  76.94,  76.96, 
76.105,  76.124,  76.187,  76.200,  84.11 
California,  Baja  —  76.200 
Camargo,  Mexico  —  59.68.1,  84.14.1-84.14.6 
Camp  Mooyie  —  76.49 
Camp  Weld,  CO  -  59.18.4 


116 


Campbell,  J.A.  —  59.18.22 
Campbell,  Moses  —  76.162 
Canada  —  ll.T,  59.6,  59.39,  59.42,  59.59,  59.67, 
59.69,  59.71,  59.72,  59.74,  59.75,  59.82.5, 
59.82.13,  59.96,  59.97,  59.111,  76.9, 
76.13-76.85,  76.135,  76.152,  84.11,  84.15 
Canadian  Geological  Survey  —  76.80 
Cananea  Consolidated  Copper  Co.  —  59.68.9 
Capin,  Capt.  Stephen  —  59.115 
Capital  punishment  —  59.30 
Cargo  manifests  —  59.62 
Carnegie  Endowment  for  International  Peace  — 
76.19 

Carnegie  Institution  Of  Washington  —  59.15 
Carson  City,  NV  —  59.103 
Cartographic  Records  —  11.6,  11.10,  59.6, 

59.170,  76.23,  76.50,  76.60,  76.64,  76.69, 
76.79,  76.80,  76.81,  76.85,  76.99,  76.104, 
76.105,  76.126,  76.137,  76.139,  76.144, 

76.147,  76.159 

Cattle  -  59.18.22,  59.68.3,  59.68.4,  59.68.9, 
59.82.7,  59.150,  76.207,  76.225,  76.227, 

76.231 

Cattle  rustling  —  59.45.3,  59.68.1,  59.68.11, 
76.199,  76.200,  76.201,  76.206,  76.225,  76.231 
Ceballos  y  Guerra,  Pedrode  —  59.150 
Census,  Records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  (RG  29)  — 
59.108 

Census  population  schedules  —  76.225 
Censuses  -  59.2,  59.17,  59.18.22,  59.20,  59.21, 
59.32,  59.80,  59.95,  59.108,  59.159,  59.161, 
59.162,  76.225 

Centennial  Exhibition  of  1876  —  43.2 
Central  America  —  59.57.26 
Ceremonial  letters  —  59.43,  59.46,  59.52,  59.70 
Cevallos,  Pedro  —  59.150 
Chamizal  Arbitration  —  ll.T,  59.72,  59.75, 
76.134-76.136,  76.138,  76.139,  76.148-76.149 
Champion  (ship)  —  76.167 
Charts  —  76.50,  76.60,  76.77,  76.81,  76.122, 
76.141,  76.146 

Chaudiere  Falls  -  76.16,  76.17,  76.24 
Cherokee  Indians  —  59.151,  76.162 
Cheyenne  Indians  —  59.18.4 
Chicago,  IL  —  43.6,  43.12-43.17,  59.105 
Chicago  Historical  Society  —  59.57.39 
Chickasaw  Indians  —  84.8 
Chief  Clerk’s  Bureau  —  59.4,  59.7,  59.79,  59.81, 
59.167-59.169 

Chief  Mountain  Lake  —  76.35 
Chihuahua,  Mexico  —  59.68.2,  76.138 


Chinese  immigrants  —  59.18.6,  59.45.3,  59.68.2, 
59.68.9,  59.68.10 
Choctaw  Indians  —  59.18.2,  84.8 
CIS  Index  to  Presidential  Executive  Orders  and 
Proclamations  —  11.19 

Citizenship  -  59.142,  59.143,  59.144,  59.147, 
76.189,  76.195 

Citizenship,  certificates  of  —  59.33,  76.189,  84.10 
Citizenship  rights  —  59.142 
City  plans  —  76.147 
Civil  Service  Personnel  —  59.95 
Civil  War  -  59.18.1,  59.18.6,  59.18.9,  59.18.14, 
59.18.15,  59.18.17,  59.20,  59.30,  59.68.13, 
59.116-59.125 

amnesty  oaths  —  59.20,  59.126-59.130 
amnesty  pardons  —  59.131-59.135 
Mexican  claims  resulting  from  —  76.202 
passports  —  59. 143 

Claiborne,  William  C.C.  -  59.57.11,  59.150,  59.T 
Claims  -  59.32,  59.57.8 

foreign  nationals  against  the  U.S.  —  59.39, 
59.57.31,  59.57.32,  59.83,  76.3,  76.151, 
76.183-76.204,  76.223-76.224,  76.233, 
84.12.18 

fraudulent  -  59.57.30,  59.57.33,  59.57.34 
Indians  against  the  U.S.  —  11.12,  11.16 
land  -  59.18.10,  59.18.18,  59.18.19,  59.57.5, 
76.50,  76.147,  76.151-76.160,  76.162 
maritime  —  59.27,  76.162,  76.222 
settlement  of  —  11.11,  59.18.10,  59.68.7, 
59.154,  59.166,  76.151,  76.188,  76.195, 
76.208-76.228,  76.229-76.232 
settlement  treaties  —  ll.T,  59.74,  76.151 
Spain  against  the  U.S.  —  59.27 
territorial  —  59.82.1 

Texas,  U.S.  against  —  59.27,  76.161-76.163 
types  of  —  76.222 

U.S.  citizens  against  foreign  governments  — 
59.27,  59.39,  59.57.29,  59.57.30,  59.57.33, 
59.57.34,  59.82.4,  59.83,  59.16.8,  76.3, 
76.151,  76.164-76.174,  76.175-76.204, 
76.205-76.207,  76.229-76.233,  84.12.16, 
84.12.17,  84.14.52 

Claims  on  the  Part  of  the  Citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  Under  the  Convention  of  July 
4,  1868,  Between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  —  76.186 
Clark,  Daniel  —  59. T 
Clark,  William  -  43.26 
Clay,  Henry  —  59.42,  59.154 
Clemens,  Orion  —  59.18.16 


117 


Cleveland,  Richard  J.  —  59.57.12 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  —  76.24,  76.62,  76.75 
Cochise  —  59.68.3 
Colombia  —  43.10 
Colorado  -  59.18.3,  59.30,  76.144 
Colorado  River  —  ll.T,  76.129,  76.133,  76.138, 
76.139,  76.143,  76.150 
Colorado  Territory  —  59.18.4 
Columbia  River  —  59.18.18,  59.57.1, 
59.57.6-59.57.7,  76.159 
Columbia  Museum  of  Chicago  —  43.16 
Columbus,  Christopher  —  43.12 
Colville,  Washington  Territory  —  76.50 
Comanche  Indians  —  59.45.3,  59.68.4,  84.8 
Combs,  Franklin  —  59.57.18 
Commerce,  U.S.  Department  of  —  59.86 
Commerical  agents  —  59.98,  59.115,  59. T 
Commerical  treaties  —  ll.T 
Commission  for  the  Study  of  the  Equitable 

Distribution  of  the  Water  of  the  Rio  Grande  and 
Colorado  River  -  76.133,  76.139,  76.150 
Commission  to  Mark  the  United  States-Texas 
Boundary  -  76.10,  76.86-76.91,  76.142 
Conception,  TX  —  59.68.8 
Condolence,  messages  of  —  59.37 
Confederate  soldiers  —  59.130,  59.131 
Confederate  States  —  59.30,  59.68.13,  59.122 
Congressional  Information  Service,  Inc.  —  11.19 
Congressional  Record  —  76.128 
Connor,  David  —  59.57.37 
Constitution,  U.S.  —  11.4,  11.29-11.31 
publication  of  amendments  to  —  11.2 
Consular  Bureau  —  59.7,  59.79,  59.81,  59.84, 
76.182,  76.197 

Consular  communications  —  59.7,  59.10,  59.12, 
59.26,  59.27,  59.29,  59.62-59.70,  59.86, 
59.111,  84.6 

Consular  offices  —  43.3,  43.24,  59.52,  59.62, 
59.63-59.70,  59.76,  59.80,  59.83,  59.84,  59.89, 
59.90,  59.92,  59.94.4-59.94.8,  59.97,  59.98, 
59.103,  59.104,  59.109,  59.118,  59.146, 

59.158,  59.159,  59.165,  59.T,  84.1,  84.6,  84.T 
Consular  posts  —  84.2,  84.3,  84.4,  84.9-84.10, 
84.11,  84.14-84.15 

Continental  Congress  —  11.7,  11.14,  59.1,  59.2, 
59.40,  59.110,  84.1 
Convention  of  July  4,  1868  —  59.27 
Convention  of  October  20,  1818  —  76.28 
Cooper,  George  E.  —  59.57.34 
Copyrights  —  59.2,  59.21 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  —  59.68.1,  76.205 


Correspondence  Relating  to  the  Filibustering 
Expedition  Against  the  Spanish  Government  of 
Mexico,  1811-1816  —  59.60 
Cortino,  Juan  N.  —  76.207 
Costa  Rica  —  43.10 
Cowart,  Col.  F.J.  —  59.82.8 
Cowlitz  River  —  76.50 
Crabbe,  Henry  A.  —  76.187 
Criminals  -  59.137,  59.138 
Cuba  -  59.29,  59.57.12,  59.57.13,  59.57.36, 
59.57.39,  59.58,  59.115 
Cummings,  Alexander  —  59.18.4 
Custer,  H.  —  76.50 

Customs  collectors  —  59.26,  59.29,  59.33,  59.62, 
59.80,  59.89,  59.95,  59.154,  84.15.73 
Customs  laws  —  84.15.67 
Cutting,  Augustus  K.  —  59.42,  59.57.25 

Daily  Rocky  Mountain  News  —  59.35 

Dakota,  Department  of  —  76.37 

Dakota  Territory  —  59.18.5,  59.107,  59.137 

Dams  —  76.80,  76.85,  76.143 

Darby,  William  —  76.91 

Davis,  James  —  59. T 

Dean,  C.W.  -  76.162 

Death  notices  —  59.43,  59.62,  59.64,  59.104, 
59.109 

Deaths  abroad  —  59.45.3,  59.62,  59.64,  59.109, 
84.2,  84.10,  84.14.26,  84.14.79,  84.15.65 
Decimal  file  -  59.71,  59.73,  59.74-59.77,  59.110, 
59.140,  76.73 

Declaration  of  Independence  —  59.82.10 
Delaware  Indians  —  11.15 
Denmark  —  43.10 

Dennis,  William  C.  —  76.148-76.149 
Dent,  Louis  A  —  59.57.26 
Denver,  CO  —  59.18.4 
Deserts  —  76.123 
Diaz,  Porfirio  —  59.68.1 
Diplomatic  Bureau  —  59.7,  59.79,  59.81,  59.83, 
76.197 

Diplomatic  Commissions  —  59.59 
Diplomatic  communications  —  11.10,  43.3,  43.14, 
43.18,  43.24,  43.26,  43.28,  59.7,  59.8,  59.10, 
59.12,  59.21,  59.27,  59.29,  59.39-59.61,  59.71, 
59.76,  59.77,  59.86,  59.140,  76.28,  76.38, 
76.142,  84.2,  84.6 

Diplomatic  negotiations  —  76.54,  76.56,  76.59, 
76.151 

Diplomatic  officers  —  43.3,  43.24,  59.40-59.45, 
59.76,  59.80,  59.83,  59.89,  59.90,  59.92, 
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Diplomatic  officers  (con.) 

59.94.3,  59.96,  59.104,  59.156,  59.158, 

59.159,  59.164,  84.1,  84.6 
Diplomatic  posts,  U.S.  —  59.6,  59.7,  59.40, 

84.2,  84.3,  84.4,  84.7,  84.11-84.13 
Diplomatic  Records:  A  Select  Catalog  of  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publications  —  59.4,  59.12 
District  of  Columbia  —  11.26,  43.12,  43.16, 
59.18.5,  59.152 

Distumell,  J.  —  11.10,  59.170,  76.92,  76.95, 
76.104,  76.105 
Dixon,  David  —  59. T,  84. T 
Documents  Relative  to  Louisiana  and  Florida, 
1770-1806 ,  -  59.152 
Domestic  Records,  Bureau  of  —  59.79 
Donelson,  A.J.  —  59.57.21,  59. T,  84. T 
Drawings  -  76.47,  76.48,  76.85,  76.102 
Dunbar  &  Belknap  —  76.187 
Dunn,  Roy  Sylvan  —  84.3 
Durango  (brig)  —  11.11,  59.27 

Eagle  Pass,  TX  -  59.68.11,  76.205 
Earthquakes  —  59.37 
Ebey,  I.N.  -  59.18.21 
Eckhoff,  Mark  G.  —  84.3 
Eclipses  —  76.49 
Edmunds,  Newton  —  59.18.5 
Education  —  59.18.5,  59.18.6,  59.18.14,  59.18.15, 
59.19 

Education,  Records  of  the  Office  of  (RG  12)  — 

43. T 

El  Paso,  TX  -  76.94,  76.95,  76.96,  76.104, 
76.126,  76.134,  76.138,  76.141,  76.142,  76.144 
El  Paso/Fort  Yuma  wagon  road  —  76.102 
El  Paso  Sunday  Herald  —  59.57.25 
El  Paso  Times  —  59. 152 
Elbert,  Samuel  H.  —  59.18.4 
Electoral  records  —  11.3,  11.5,  11.25,  59.18.15, 
59.30 

Electors,  Presidential,  certicates  of  —  11.2 
Elephant  Butte  Dam  —  76.143 
Elevations  —  76.49,  76.124 
Emory,  William  H.  —  76.100,  76.108,  76.109, 
76.126 

Emory  Survey  —  76.102 
Engelmann,  George  —  76.102,  76.109 
Engineers  -  76.78,  76.120,  76.140,  76.143 
Engineers,  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  —  59.106,  76.25, 
76.117 

Engravings  —  76.108 


Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine,  Records  of 
the  Bureau  of  (RG  7)  —  43. T 
Epidemics  —  59.43,  59.68.11 
Erosion  —  59.31,  76.130 
Ethnologists  —  76.47 
Evans,  John  —  59.18.4 
Evans,  Lemuel  D.  —  59.57.24 
Eve,  Joseph  —  59. T,  84. T 
Ewbanks,  Lucinda  —  59.18.4 
Exchange  File  —  11.9 
Executive  agreements  —  11.8 
Executive  departments  —  59.86 

exhibits  by  -  43.2,  43.3,  43.7,  43.8-43.9, 

43.11,  43.13,  43.16,  43.17,  43.18,  43.26, 
43.27,  43.28,  43.29,  59.82.10,  59.82.11, 
59.149,  59.171 
organization  of  —  11.19 
personnel  —  59.92 

Executive  orders  —  11.3,  11.4,  11.19-11.20, 
11.23-11.24,  59.80,  76.103,  84.1 
Exhibits,  foreign  —  43.18,  43.20,  43.24 
Exhibits,  State  —  43.20 
Explorers  —  76.53 

Exposition,  Anniversary,  and  Memorial 
Commissions  of  Congress,  Records  of  (RG 
148)  -  43.4 

Expositions,  international  —  43.1-43.29,  59.39, 
59.94.2,  59.105,  59.149,  59.171 
Extradition  of  fugitives  —  59.39,  59.45.3,  59.62, 

59.68.11,  59.74,  59.80,  59.134,  59.136-59.141, 
59.162 

Extradition  treaties  —  59.74,  59.136 

Famines  —  59.43 
Fargo,  ND  -  59.152 

Federal  Extension  Service,  Records  of  the  (RG 
33)  -  43. T 

Federal  Register,  Office  of  the  —  11.26 
Federal  Register  Act  of  July  26,  1935  —  11.3 
Fenyo,  Mario  —  84.3 
Fieldbooks  —  76.102 

Filibusterers  —  59.45.3,  59.45.4,  59.60,  59.68.3, 

59.68.12,  76.187,  76.200 
Fillmore,  Millard  —  59.88.8 
Financial  mismanagement  —  76.107 

Financial  records  —  43.19,  43.22,  59.18.15,  59.26, 
59.32,  59.38,  59.55,  59.56,  59.62,  59.83, 

59.84,  59.112,  59.150,  59.155-59.160,  76.29, 
76.30,  76.45,  76.53,  76.69,  76.78,  76.98, 

76.99,  76.102,  76.103,  76.106,  76.107,  76.108, 
76.111,  76.120,  76.128,  76.149,  76.158,  76.179, 
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Financial  records  (con.) 

84.9,  84.10,  84.14.5-84.14.6,  84.14.12, 
84.14.27,  84.14.28,  84.14.33,  84.14.34, 
84.14.47,  84.14.48,  84.14.49, 

84. 14.63-84. 14.65,  84. 14.80-84. 14.85, 
84.14.87,  84.15.4-84.15.6,  84.15.9-84.15.11, 
84.15.16-84.15.17,  84.15.23, 
84.15.37-84.15.38,  84.15.45, 

84. 15.61-84. 15.63,  84. 15.78-84. 15.79 
Fires  -  59.152 
Fish,  Hamilton  —  59.81 
Fish  -  76.109 
Fishing  —  76.84 
Flood,  George  H.  —  59. T,  84. T 
Floods  -  59.43 
Flores,  Benito  —  76.217 
Florida  —  59.16,  59.57.12,  59.57.13,  59.58, 
59.152 

Follett,  W.W.  —  76.143 
Foreign  Affairs,  Department  of  —  11.11,  11.2, 
11.26,  59.1 

Foreign  missions  in  the  United  States  — 

59.46-59.51,  59.53,  59.57.14,  59.70,  59.76, 
59.77,  59.85,  59.111,  59.158,  76.142 
Foreign  Service  -  59.72,  59.73,  59.77,  59.80, 
59.82,  59.86,  59.94,  59.95,  59.101,  59.103, 
59.142,  59.152,  59.156,  59.157,  84.1-84.15 
Foreign  Service  Posts  of  the  Department  of 
State,  Records  of  the  (RG  84)  —  11.5,  59.5 
Forsyth,  John  —  59.85,  84.12.3 
Fort  Arbuckle,  Indian  Territory  —  59.18.8 
Fort  Boise,  ID  —  76.159 
Fort  Colville  -  76.159 
Fort  Hall -76.159 
Fort  Shaw,  Montana  Territory  76.35 
Fort  Vancouver  —  76.159,  76.160 
Fort  Walla  Walla  -  76.159 
49th  parallel  as  boundary  —  76.25,  76.38,  76.46, 
76.62,  76.65 

France  -  11.11,  ll.T,  43.10,  43.18,  59.18.19, 
59.21,  59.42,  59.43,  59.45.1,  59.45.4,  59.48, 
59.49,  59.50,  59.51,  59.57.3,  59.57.15,  59.150, 
59.151,  76.2,  76.86 
Franklin  Canal  —  76.141 
Fremont,  John  C.  —  76.99,  76.105 
French,  O.B.  —  76.78 
Fugitives,  extradition  of  —  59.39,  59.136, 
59.137-59.139 

Gadsden  Treaty  —  ll.T,  76.96,  76.97,  76.185 
Gale,  Henry  P.  —  84. T 


Gallatin,  Albert  —  59.42 

Galveston,  TX  -  95.57.15,  59.67,  59.97,  59.165, 
59. T,  84.5,  84.9,  84.T 
Gardiner,  Clinton  —  76.50 
Gardiner,  G.A.  —  59.57.31,  59.57.32 
Gardner,  Alexander  —  76.159 
Geneaological  research  —  76.207 
General  Claims  Commission,  United  States  and 
Mexico,  1924-31  -  76.208-76.228,  76.231, 
76.232,  84.12.17 

General  Land  Office  —  11.20,  76.80,  76.144 
Geological  research  —  76.109 
Geology  —  76.144 
Georgia  —  76.151 
Georgia,  Gulf  of  —  76.50 
Germany  —  43.10,  76.54,  76.56,  76.57,  76.59, 
76.60 

Geronimo  —  59.68.3,  59.82.7 
Ghent,  Treaty  of  —  ll.T,  59.42,  59.59,  59.162, 
76.13-76.24 

Gibbs,  George  —  76.47,  76.50,  76.158 
Gila  River  —  76.105 
Gillespie,  Archibald  H.  -  59.57.2,  59.T 
Gilliam,  Albert  M.  -  59.T 
Girard,  C.  -  76.109 
Goggin,  Daniel  T.  —  76.11 
Gold -  59.18.22,  76.52,  76.53 
coinage  of  —  59.32 
Golden  Spike  Centennial  Celebration 
Commission  —  43.4 

Goliad,  Mexico  —  59.97,  59.T,  84.5,  84.T 
Government,  Management,  and  Control,  Board 
of  -  43.13,  43.14,  43.15,  43.16 
Government  personnel  —  59.2,  59.15,  59.17, 
59.18.10,  59.18.12,  59.18.13,  59.18.21,  59.20, 
59.21,  59.86-59.106,  59.169,  76.101,  76.219 
Graham,  George  —  59.57.15,  59. T 
Granfield  District,  OK  —  76.144 
Grant,  Ulysses  S.  —  59.88.11 
Gray  —  Andrew  B.  —  76.104,  76.110 
Gray,  Capt.  Robert  —  59.18.18 
Great  Britain  -  11.11,  11.14,  ll.T,  43.10,  59.27, 
59.29,  59.39,  59.41,  59.42,  59.43,  59.45.2, 
59.47,  59.48,  59.49,  59.50,  59.51,  59.57.3, 
59.57.19,  59.59,  59.66,  59.68.7,  59.68.13, 
59.96,  59.110,  59.124,  59.152,  59.154,  76.2, 
76.7,  76.13,  76.14,  76.19,  76.20,  76.25,  76.26, 
76.28,  76.29,  76.30,  76.36,  76.38,  76.39, 
76.40,  76.41,  76.44-76.87,  76.151, 
76.152-76.160,  84.11,  84.13 
Green,  A.M.  —  59. T,  84. T 
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Green,  Duff  -  59.57.19,  59.57.23,  59.T,  84.T 
Greenhow,  Robert  —  59.57.29,  59.57.30 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  Treaty  of  —  11.10,  ll.T, 
59.170,  76.92,  76.96,  76.97,  76.175,  76.183 
Guatemala  —  43.10 
Guaymas,  Mexico  —  59.68.3 
Guerrero,  Mexico  —  59.68.4 
Gutierrez,  Bernardo  —  59.60 

Haiti  -  43.10 
Hale,  Charles  —  59.158 
Hall,  James -76.144 
Haro  Channel  —  76.55,  76.57,  76.59 
Harpe,  Bernard  de  la  —  59.150 
Harriet  Lane  (revenue  cutter)  —  59.122 
Harrisburg,  TX  —  59. T,  84. T 
Harrison,  William  Henry  —  59.88.7 
Havana,  Cuba  —  59.29,  59.57.36,  59.57.39, 
59.115 

Hawaii  —  59.18.3 
Heads  of  state  —  59.8 
Health,  bills  of  —  84.15.66 
Helton,  H.  Stephen  —  43.5 
Henry,  Prince  of  Prussia  —  59.38 
Herndon,  Thomas  N.  —  59. T,  84. T 
Highbarger,  John  —  84.3 
Highways,  international  —  76.141 
Historical  Records  Survey  of  New  Jersey  —  11.20, 
11.24 

Homesteading  —  59.18.5,  59.18.15 
Honduras  —  43.10 
Horses  -  59.82.8,  76.231 
Houston,  Sam  —  84.8 
Houston,  TX  —  59. T,  84. T 
Howard,  Tilghman  A.  —  59. T,  84. T 
Hudson’s  Bay  Company  —  11.11,  59.18.18, 
59.18.21,  76.50,  76.152-76.160 
Hulings,  William  E.  -  59.T 
Huntsville,  AR  -  59.123,  59.128 
Huray,  Albert  John  Le  —  59.31 
Huss,  Ralph  E.  —  11.4 
Hydroelectric  power  —  76.68,  76.84 

Iberville,  Pierre  le  Moyne  d’  —  59.150 
Idaho -  76.44,  76.159 
Idaho  Territory  —  59.18.6 
Illinois  Territory  —  59.16,  59.18.7,  59.18.8 
Immigration,  illegal  —  59.68.5,  59.68.10 
Immigration,  into  territories  —  59.18.5,  59.18.6, 
59.18.14,  59.18.18,  59.18.22,  59.39 
Indemnity  payments,  Mexican  —  76.198 


Indexes  and  Archives,  Bureau  of  —  59.7,  59.11, 
59.71,  59.81,  59.82 

Indian  Affairs,  Office  of  —  11.14,  11.18,  11.20 
Indian  Affairs,  Records  of  the  Bureau  of 
(RG  75)  -  11.5  59.14,  59.110 
Indian  Affairs:  Laws  and  Treaties ,  by  Charles  J. 

Kappler  —  11.18,  11.21,  11.27 
Indian  agents  —  59.99,  59.100 
Indian  depredations  —  59.18.17,  59.18.22, 

59.68.2,  59.68.9,  59.68.11,  76.144,  76.185, 
76.187,  76.191,  76.199,  76.200,  76.204, 
76.205,  76.207,  76.225,  84.8 

Indian  Territory  -  11.21,  59.18.7,  59.18.8,  59.21, 
84.8 

Indiana  Territory  —  59.16,  59.18.7,  59.18.8, 
59.18.10,  59.18.11 
Indians 

compensations  for  land  —  11.16 
crimes  against  —  59.82.8,  84.8 
guaranteed  rights  —  11.16 
languages  —  76.47 
migrations  of  —  59.69,  76.207 
military  operations  against  —  59.18.4,  59.18.5, 
Presidential  proclamations  concerning  —  11.21 
protection  against  —  76.56 
pursuit  of  across  international  borders  —  ll.T 
relations  with  —  59.18.4,  59.18.6,  59.18.14, 
59.18.15,  59.18.18,  59.18.19,  59.18.20, 
59.18.22,  59.68.3,  76.128,  76.207.  84.8 
schools  for  —  11.16 
slavery  of  —  59.18.17 
trails  —  76.104 

treaties  with  —  11.4,  11.5,  11.12-11.18, 

59.94.1,  59.110,  59.111 
tribes  -  59.14,  76.47,  76.109,  76.155 
uprisings  of  —  59.18.1 
Innes,  James  —  59.57.10 

Interior,  Records  of  the  Office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  (RG  48)  -  11.5,  43.T,  59.13,  59.18, 
59.110,  76.97, 

Interior,  U.S.  Department  of  the  —  11.14,  59.3, 
59.13,  59.18.1,  59.18.6,  59.86,  59.108,  59.112, 
76.93,  76.97,  76.99,  76.100,  76.106-76.111, 
76.150 

International  Boundary  Commission,  United  States 
and  Mexico  —  76.10,  76.112-76.128 
International  commissions  —  59.54,  59.55,  59.92, 

59.94.2,  59.95,  59.105,  76.8 
International  conferences  —  59.54,  59.74,  59.83, 

59.94.2,  59.95,  59.105,  59.171 
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International  Conferences,  Commissions,  and 
Expositions,  Records  of  (RG  43)  —  59.5, 

59.53 

International  Joint  Commission,  United  States  and 
Canada  -  76.9,  76.82-76.85 
International  laws  —  59.82 
International  trade  —  59.62,  59.68.1,  59.68.12, 

59.74,  59.98,  59.111,  59.154 
International  (Water)  Boundary  Commission  — 

59.75,  76.10,  76.129-76.151 

International  Waterways  Commission,  United  States 
and  Canada  —  76.9,  76.65-76.69 
"Introductory  Report  to  the  Code  of  Evidence  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana, "  by  Edward 
Livingston  —  59.152 

Inventory  of  the  General  Records  of  the  Department 
of  State  —  59.4 

Iowa  -  59.16,  59.18.11,  59.21,  59.24,  59.35, 
59.36,  59.107,  59.122,  59.137 
Irrigation  -  59.18.17,  59.82.9,  76.68 
Isle  Royale  —  76.13 
Italy  -  43.10 

Jackson,  Andrew  —  59.88.6 
Jamaica  —  43.10 

Jamestown  Tercentennial  Exposition  —  43.29 
Japan  —  43.10 
Japanese  Americans  —  59.72 
Jay  Treaty  -  ll.T,  59.45.2,  59.136 
Jefferson,  Thomas  —  59.28,  59.88.2,  59.134 
Jetties  -  76.138,  76.143 
Johnson,  Andrew  —  59.18.15,  59.88.10 
Johnson,  Marion  M.  —  43.5 
Johnson,  Reverdy  —  59.57.14 
Joint  Commission  on  Hudson’s  Bay  and  Puget’s 
Sound  Agricultural  Companies  Claims  — 
76.152-76.160 

Joint  resolutions  of  Congress  —  11.27,  11.30, 
11.31,  43,2 
Jones,  Anson  —  59.61 
Jones,  Evan  —  59. T 
Jones,  W.D.  -  84.12.10 
Jones,  William  Carey  —  59.57.5 
Juan  de  Fuca,  Strait  of  —  76.81 
Juarez  Canal  —  76.141 

Judges  -  59.14,  59.36,  59.89,  59.92,  59.94.1, 
59.94.10,  59.99,  59.100,  50.101,  59.136 
Julius  Caesar  (ship)  —  76.167 
Justice,  General  Records  of  the  Department  of 
(RG  60)  -  59.14 


Justice,  U.S.  Department  of  —  59.18.1,  59.18.6, 
59.36,  59.101,  59.133 

Kansas  -  59.18.9,  59.30,  59.35,  59.107,  59.137 

Kansas  Territory  —  59.18.9 

Kappler,  Charles  J.  —  11.18,  11.21,  11.27 

Kentucky  —  59.57.10 

Kerlerec,  Louis  de  —  59.151 

Kettle  Falls  -  76.80 

Kickapoo  Indians  —  59.45.3 

Kidnapping  —  76.222,  84.8 

King,  Thomas  Butler  —  59.57.4 

La  Branch,  Alcee  —  59.165,  59. T,  84. T 
La  Paz,  Mexico  —  59.68.5 
Labor,  U.S.  Department  of  —  59.86 
Lady  Managers,  Board  of  —  43.14,  43.18,  43.23 
Lafayette,  Marquis  de  —  59.57.8 
Lake  Erie  —  76.13 
Lake  Huron  —  76.13,  76.15 
Lake  of  the  Woods  -  59.69,  76.13,  76.14,  76.15, 
76.26,  76.36,  76.79,  76.80,  76.84,  76.85 
Lake  Ontario  —  76.13 

Lake  Superior  -  76.13,  76.15,  76.16,  76.17 
Lake  surveys  —  76.77 
Land,  title  to  —  11.12,  11.16 
Land  Management,  Records  of  the  Bureau  of 
(RG  49) -  59.13 
Landscape  paintings  —  76.51 
Laredo,  TX  —  76.205 

Larkin,  Thomas  O.  —  59.57.2,  59.57.3,  59. T 

Lawrence,  Henry  E.  —  59.57.18 

Laws 

preservation  of  national  —  11.2,  11.4, 
11.26-11.11.28 

publication  of  —  11.2,  11.26,  59.2,  59.13, 
59.20,  59,21,  59.32,  59.34-59.35,  59.78, 
59.80,  59.86,  59.112,  59.158,  59.160, 
59.161,  59.162,  59.163 
territorial  -  59.3,  59.13,  59.17,  59.18.2 
Lenox  Library,  NY  —  59.57.39 
Lethbridge,  Alberta,  Canada  —  84.15.1-84.15.6 
Lewis,  Meriwether  —  43.26 
Lewis  and  Clark  Centennial  Exposition  — 
43.26-43.27,  43.T 

Libraries  -  59.18.14,  59.18.22,  59.112,  59.163 
Library  of  Congress  —  11.21,  59.57.39,  59.88, 
59.148,  59.150 

Liedesdorff,  William  A.  —  59. T 
Lifesaving  services  —  59.39 
Lima,  Peru  —  59.57.1 
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Lincoln,  Abraham  —  59.37,  59.88.10 
List  and  Index  of  Presidential  Executive  Orders: 
Unnumbered  Series ,  ed.  by  Clifford  L.  Lord  — 
11.20 

List  of  Documents  Concerning  the  Negotiation  of 
Ratified  Indian  Treaties  1801-1869 ,  compiled  by 
John  H.  Martin  -  59.110 
List  of  Documents  Relating  to  Special  Agents  of  the 
Department  of  States  —  1789-1906 ,  compiled  by 
Natalia  Summers  —  59.57 
List  of  Foreign  Service  Post  Records  in  the  National 
Archives  —  84.3,  84.11 
Little  Big  Horn,  Battle  of  the  —  59.69 
Little  Rock,  AR  -  59.123,  59.128,  59.130 
Livingston,  Edward  —  59.28,  59.152 
Livingston,  Robert  R.  —  59.42 
London,  England  —  59.146,  76.19,  84.13 
Lopez,  Gen.  Narciso  —  59.29 
Lopez  filibustering  expedition  —  59.45.4 
Lopez  Island  —  76.55 
Lord,  Clifford  L.  -  11.20,  11.24 
Louisiana  -  43.8-43.11,  59.18.2,  59.18.10, 
59.18.19,  59.21,  59.24,  59.28,  59.35,  59.36, 

59.45.1,  59.45.4,  59.57.8-59.57.14,  59.58, 
59.60,  59.67,  59.107,  59.124,  59.128,  59.130, 
59.131,  59.132,  59.137,  59.150,  59.151, 

59.152,  59. T,  76.86,  76.91 
Louisiana  (ship)  —  76.167 
Louisiana,  District  of  —  59.18.10 
Louisiana  Purchase  —  ll.T,  59.6,  59.18.10,  59.42, 

59.45.1,  76.86 

Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  —  43.18-43.25, 
43.26,  43. T,  59.82.16 

Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  Commission  — 
43.18,  43.19-43.21,  43.23 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  Company  —  43.18, 
43.22 

Louisiana  Tehuantepec  Co.  —  59.124 
Louisiana  Territory  —  43.18,  59.18.10,  59.24, 
59.57.11-59.57.13 

McCrary,  George  W.  —  59. 152 
McGinnis,  Bernard  J.  —  59.19 
MacKenzie,  Alexander  Slidell  —  59.57.39 
McKinley,  William  -  43.18,  59.37 
McLane,  Louis  —  59.81 
McLoughlin,  John  —  76.160 
Madison,  James  —  59.88.3,  59.134 
Mail  —  84.15.8 
Maine  -  59.57.28 
Mammals  —  76.109 


Manufacturing  firms  —  76.120 
Maps  -  11.10,  59.28,  59.31,  59.170,  76.12, 
76.19,  76.23,  76.36,  76.43,  76.44,  76.50, 
76.52,  76.59,  76.60,  76.64,  76.79,  76.80, 
76.81,  76.85,  76.91,  76.95,  76.104,  76.105, 
76.108,  76.117,  76.118,  76.122,  76.123, 
76.126,  76.141,  76.143,  76.144,  76.146, 
76.147,  76.149,  76.159,  76.225 
Marriage  certificates  —  59.43 
Marriages  abroad  —  84.2 
Martin,  John  H.  —  59.110 
Mary  Elizabeth  (schooner)  —  76.162 
Matagorda,  Mexico  —  59.97,  59.165,  59.T,  84.T 
Matamoros,  Mexico  —  59.68.6,  76.143,  76.147, 
84.14.7-84.14.13 
Mavro,  Alexander  P.  —  84.3 
Mears,  J.H.  -  59.57.32 
Melish,  John  —  11.10 
Mercury  (ship)  —  76.167 
Mescalero  Reservation  —  59.82.8 
Mesilla  Valley  -  59.82.3 

Meteorological  information  —  76.35,  76.49,  76.75, 
76.102,  76.109,  76.125 
Mexicali,  CA  —  76.138 
Mexican  Claims  Commissions  —  59.82.4, 

59.82.12,  59.82.14,  59.162,  59.166,  76.164- 
76.233 

Mexican  Foreign  Office  —  76.141,  76.173,  76.204, 
84.12.6-84.12.7 

Mexican  War  —  59.45.3,  59.57.35-59.57.41, 
59.68.7,  59.68.13,  59.170 
Mexicans 

officials  —  76.120 

relations  with  —  59.18.17,  59.45.3,  59.57.23, 
59.60,  59.68 
troops  —  76.187 

Mexico  -  11.10,  11.11,  ll.T,  43.10,  59.6, 
59.18.3,  59.39,  59.42,  59.43,  59.45.3,  59.47, 
59.50,  59.56,  59.57.5,  59.57.16,  59.57.20, 
59.57.23,  59.57.24,  59.57.25,  59.57.26, 
59.57.27,  59.57.29-59.57.41,  59.60,  59.61, 
59.66,  59.67,  59.68,  59.72,  59.74,  59.75, 

59.82.2,  59.82.4,  59.82.6-59.82.9,  59.82.12, 
59.82.14,  59.96,  59.97,  59.124,  59.162, 

59.166,  59.170,  59.T,  76.2,  76.7,  76.10,  76.87, 
76.92-76.150,  76.151,  76.164-76.233,  84.5, 
84.6,  84.8,  84.11,  84.12,  84.14 
Mexico,  Gulf  of  —  76.86,  76.88 
Mexico  City,  Mexico  —  59.68.7,  59.150, 
84.14.14-84.14.30,  84.14.74 
Michael,  William  H.  —  59.169 
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Michigan  —  59.16 

Michigan  Territory  —  59.16,  59.18.11 

Michler,  Lt.  N.  —  76.111 

Microfilm  publications  —  11.11,  11.18,  11.21, 

11.22,  11.23,  11.27,  11.29,  11.30,  59.4,  59.12, 
59.18,  59.21,  59.22,  59.23,  59.24,  59.25, 
59.42,  59.45,  59.47,  59.50,  59.54,  59.56, 
59.58,  59.60,  59.63,  59.67,  59.69,  59.72, 
59.75,  59.82,  59.88,  59.91,  59.93,  59.96, 
59.97,  76.151,  84.6,  84.11,  84.14 

Mier,  Mexico  —  59.68.1,  59.68.8,  84.14.31- 
84.14.34 

Migrations  west  —  76.53 
Miles,  Gen.  Nelson  A.  —  59.68.3 
Military  facilities  —  11.21 
Military  officers  —  59.57.4 
Military  prisons  —  59.119,  59.130 
Military  troops  —  59.18.1,  59.18.5,  59.18.9, 
59.18.17,  59.18.18,  59.18.20,  59.28,  59.68.1, 
59.68.4,  59.118,  76.56 

Militias  -  59.18.5,  59.18.15,  59.18.22,  59.119 
Milk  River  -  76.68 
Mills,  Lt.  Col.  Anson  —  59.82.9 
Milwaukee,  WI  -  59.38 
Mineral  deposits  —  59.18.5,  59.18.17,  76.61, 
76.104,  76.126 
Mines  —  76.187,  76.229 
Mining  -  59.18.1,  59.18.6,  59.18.14,  59.18.17, 

59.18.22,  76.61,  76.104,  76.105 
Minnesota  -  59.18.7,  59.18.11,  59.18.13,  59.24, 

59.35,  59.122,  59.137,  76.24,  76.65,  76.67, 
76.68,  76.80,  84.15.73 

Minnesota  Canal  and  Power  Company  —  76.68 
Minnesota  Territory  —  59.18.12,  59.107 
Mission,  TX  -  76.144 
Missionaries  —  59.83,  59.150 
Missions  (religious)  —  76.104 
Mississippi  —  59.16,  76.151 
Mississippi  River  —  59.18.11,  59.28,  59.45.4, 
59.57.8,  59.57.9,  59.57.10,  59.106,  76.13, 
76.14 

Mississippi  River  Commission  —  59.106 
Missouri  -  59.24,  59.35,  59.107,  59.122,  59.128, 
59.129,  59.130,  59.137,  59.147 
Missouri  River  —  59.18.11 
Missouri  State  Historical  Society  —  43.18 
Missouri  Territory  —  59.18.10,  59.18.12,  59.18.13 
Monges,  John  A.  —  59. T,  84. T 
Monroe,  James  —  59.42,  59.60,  59.88.4 
Montana  —  59.30,  59.137,  76.44,  76.61 
Montana  Democrat  —  59.35 


Montana  Territory  —  59.18.14,  59.69 

Monterey,  CA  —  59.57.2,  59.67,  59. T 

Moore,  Edwin  W.  —  84.8 

Moore,  John  Bassett  —  59.137 

Mordecai,  Alfred  —  59.57.34 

Morfit,  Henry  M.  —  59.42,  59.57.17,  59.T 

Mormon  War  —  59.18.20 

Mormons  —  59.18.20 

Mount  Baker  —  76.61 

Mount  Holly  Cemetery  Committee,  Little  Rock, 
AR-  59.130 
Mouse  River  —  76.68 
Murphy,  William  S.  —  59. T,  84.T 

Naco,  AZ-  76.138 

National  Archives  and  Records  Administration 
Diplomatic  Branch  —  59.4 
Federal  Register  Division  —  11.3 
Still  Picture  Branch  —  43.6,  46.25 
National  forests  —  11.21 
National  Historic  Sites  —  76.160 
National  monuments  —  11.21 
National  Park  Service  —  76.160 
National  parks  —  11.21 

Naturali2ation  records  —  59.33,  59.82.15,  59.143, 
59.144,  59.147 
Navajo  Indians  —  11.15 
Navigation  -  76.53,  76.65,  76.68 
Navigation  disputes  —  ll.T,  59.45.4,  59.57.8, 
59.57.9,  59.57.10 

Navy,  1798-1947,  General  Records  of  the 
Department  of  the  (RG  80)  —  43. T 
Navy,  U.S.  Department  of  the  —  59.86,  59.112, 
59.115,  59.118,  59.120,  59.122,  76.223 
Nebraska -  59.137,  59.169 
Nebraska  Territory  —  59.18.15,  59.35,  59.107 
Neches  River  —  76.87,  76.88 
Negro  suffrage  —  59.18.4 
Nelson,  British  Columbia,  Canada  —  84.15.7- 
84.15.13 

Nemaha  Courier  (Seneca,  KS)  —  59.35 
Netherlands,  the  —  43.10,  59.48 
Neutrality  laws,  violations  of  —  59.62 
Nevada  Territory  —  59.18.16,  59.35 
New  Mexico  -  59.24,  59.30,  59.67,  59.82.3, 
59.137,  59.153,  59.T,  76.102,  76.104,  76.144, 
84.8,  84.11 

New  Mexico  Territory  —  59.18.17,  59.129,  59.152 
New  Orleans,  LA  -  43.8-43.11,  59.18.19,  59.28- 
59.29,  59.33,  59.57.8,  59.57.14,  59.60,  59.67, 
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New  Orleans,  LA  (con.) 

59.68.6,  59.97,  59.105,  59.115,  59.124,  59.T, 
76.205 

New  York  —  43.20,  59.147 
New  York  City,  NY  —  43.2,  59.152 
New  York  Herald  -  76.59 
Newell,  Stewart  —  59. T,  84. T 
Newspaper  clippings  —  11.25,  43.20,  59.17, 
59.18.15,  59.43,  59.62,  59.90,  59.117,  59.125, 
59.152,  76.149,  76.156,  76.225,  84.14.30 
Newspapers  -  11.25,  11.26,  59.34,  59.35,  59.42, 
59.50,  59.76,  59.78,  59.109,  59.152,  59.158, 
59.162,  59.163,  76.59,  76.207 
Nez  Perce  Indians  —  11.14,  59.18.6 
Nicaragua  —  43.10 
Nisqually  River  —  76.50 
Nocona,  Peta  —  84.8 
Nogales,  AZ  —  59.68.9 
Nogales,  Sonora,  Mexico  —  59.68.3,  59.68.9, 
84.14,  84.14.35-84.14.52 
Norman  Dam  —  76.85 
North  Dakota  —  59.18.11,  59.30,  84.15.73 
Northern  boundary  —  76.9,  76.13-76.37,  76.74, 
76.79-76.80 

Northern  Boundary  Commission  —  76.24,  76.25- 
76.37 

Northern  Boundary  Survey  Commission  Escort  — 
76.37 

Northwest  boundary  —  76.9,  76.38-76.64,  76.74, 
76.81 

Northwest  Boundary  Commission  —  76.38-76.53, 
76.54 

Northwest  Territory  —  59.3,  59.16 
Northwest  Territory  Celebration  Commission  — 
43.4 

Northwest  Water  Boundary  Arbitration  —  76.54- 
76.60 

Norway  —  43.10 
Notaries  public  —  59.94.13 
Notes  from  the  Department  of  State  to  Foreign 
Ministers  and  Consuls  in  the  United  States, 
1793-1834  -  59.47 

Notes  to  Foreign  Legations  in  the  United  States 
from  the  Department  of  State,  1834-1906  — 
59.47 

Nouri,  John  Joseph  —  59.31 
Nourse,  C.J.  —  76.162 
Nuevo  Laredo,  Mexico  —  59.68.10,  84.14, 
84.14.53-84.14.66 
Nugent,  Comdr.  John  —  59. T 
Nye,  J.W.  —  59.18.16 


Oaths  of  allegiance  —  59.123,  59.128,  59.129, 
76.53 

Oaths  of  office  —  59.65.5,  59.102,  76.22 

Okana  Stote,  Chief  of  the  Cherokee  —  59.151 

Oklahoma  —  76.144 

Omaha,  NE  —  43.4,  59.105 

Ontario,  Canada  —  76.24 

Orcas  Islands  —  76.55 

Oregon  —  59.18.18,  59.24,  59.35,  59.45.2, 

59.153,  59. T,  76.105 
Oregon  City,  OR  —  76.160 
Oregon  Territory  —  59.18.18,  59.107,  76.47, 
76.152,  76.153,  76.156,  76.157,  76.158,  76.159 
Orleans  Territory  —  59.16,  59.18.10,  59.18.19, 
59.24 

Oroville,  CA  -  59.119 
Oroville  Home  Guards  —  59.119 
Overland  trails  —  76.53 

Pacific  Railroad  —  59.18.22 
Palliser,  Capt.  John  —  76.53 
Papers  Relating  to  the  Treaty  of  Washington  — 
76.59 

Pardon  Attorney,  Records  of  the  Office  of  the 
(RG  204)  -  59.133 

Pardons  -  59.2,  59.20,  59.84,  59.117,  59.133 
Pardons  and  Commissions,  Bureau  of  —  59.79 
Parker,  Cynthia  Ann  —  84.8 
Parker,  David  W.  -  59.15,  59.20,  59.21,  59.24 
Parker,  John  A.  —  59. T,  84. T 
Parker,  Quanah  —  84.8 
Parker’s  Fort,  TX  -  84.8 
Parrott,  William  S.  —  59.57.35 
Paschal,  T.M.  -  59.82.15 
Paso  del  Norte,  Mexico  —  59.82.8 
Passport  Division  —  59.4,  59.79,  59.142-59.147, 
59.158 

Passports  -  59.21,  59.26,  59.62,  59.72,  59.142- 
59.147,  59.168,  84.2,  84.10,  84.13.12- 
84.13.14,  84.14.25 
Patents  —  59.2 
Payne,  D.R.  —  76.127 

Peace  treaties  —  59.57.35,  59.57.37,  59.57.38, 
59.57.40,  59.57.41,  59.59 
People  vs  George  S.  Smith  et  al..  The  —  59.31 
Periodicals  —  59.152 

Personal  Narrative  of  Explorations  and  Incidents  in 
Texas,  New  Mexico,  California,  Sonora  and 
Chihuahua  in  Connection  With  the  United  States 
and  Mexican  Boundary  Survey,  During  the  Years 
1850,  '51,  '52,  and  '53,  by  J.R.  Bartlett  -  76.107 
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Personnel  records  —  59.18.12,  59.18.13,  59.18.22, 
59.89,  59.95,  59.105,  76.101,  76.123,  76.128, 
76.145,  76.224 
Peru  —  59.57.1 
Petroleum  —  59.18.22 
Petroleum  deposits  —  76.229 
Photographs  —  11.6,  43.6,  43.11,  43.17,  43.19, 
43.20,  43.25,  59.6,  59.31,  59.62,  59.90, 
59.144,  59.170,  76.51,  76.63,  76.77,  76.116, 

76.118,  76.122,  76.123,  76.127,  76.159 
Philadelphia,  PA  -  43.2,  59.38,  59.152 
Piedras  Negras,  Mexico  —  59.68.11,  84.14, 

84.14.67-84.14.87 
Pierce,  Franklin  —  59.88.9 
Pig  War  of  1859  -  76.56,  76.58 
Pigeon  River  —  76.17,  76.24,  76.65,  76.79 
Pirates  —  59.115 
Pittsburgh,  PA  —  59.152 
Pleasonton,  Stephen  —  59.49 
Pocket  (brig)  —  11.11,  59.27,  76.162 
Pocket  vetoes  —  11.28 
Poinsett,  Joel  R.  —  59.42,  59.56,  59.57.16 
Political  prisoners  —  59.116,  59.117,  59.118, 

59.119,  59.120,  59.121,  59.122 

"Political  State  of  Mexico, "  by  Joel  R.  Poinsett  — 
59.56 

Polk,  James  K.  -  59.57.39,  59.88.8 
Pollock,  Procopio  —  59. T 
Pollution,  air  —  76.83 
Pollution,  water  —  76.83 
Polydore,  Henrietta  —  59.18.20 
Polynesian  (journal)  —  59.18.3 
Porter,  David  D.  —  59.57.23 
Porter,  Young  I.  —  59. T,  84. T 
Portland,  OR  -  43.26-43.27 
Portugal  —  43.10 

Post  Office  Department  —  59.86,  59.112 
Postal  conventions  —  11.4 
Postmasters  —  59.86,  59.94.14,  59.95,  59.103 
Poston,  Charles  D.  —  76.187 
Preliminary  Inventory  of  Records  of  Selected 
Foreign  Service  Posts ,  compiled  by  Alexander 
P.  Mavro  —  84.3 

Preliminary  Inventory  of  Records  Relating  to 
International  Claims,  by  George  S.  Ulibarri  — 
76.151 

"Preliminary  Inventory  of  the  Records  of  the 
United  States  Consulate  at  Mexico  City,  1817- 
1912,"  compiled  by  Roy  Sylvan  Dunn  —  84.3 


Preliminary  Inventory  of  the  Records  of  United 
States  and  Mexican  Claims  Commissions,  by 
George  S.  Ulibarri  —  76.151 
Preliminary  Inventory  of  the  Records  of  United 
States  Participation  in  International 
Conferences,  Commissions,  and  Expositions, 
compiled  by  H.  Stephen  Helton  —  43.5 
Preliminary  Inventory  of  the  Records  Relating  to 
International  Boundaries,  compiled  by  Daniel  T. 
Goggin  —  76.11 

Preliminary  Inventory  of  United  States  Government 
Documents  Having  General  Legal  Effect, 
compiled  by  Ralph  E.  Huss  —  11.4 
Presidential  commissions  —  59.92,  59.94,  59.99 
Presidential  Executive  Orders  Numbered  1-8030; 
1862-1938,  compiled  by  Clifford  L.  Lord  — 
11.24 

Presidential  nominations  —  59.92,  59.94 
Presidential  pardons  —  59.2,  59.20,  59.126, 
59.127,  59.131-59.135,  59.141 
Presidential  proclamations  —  11.3,  11.4,  11.9, 
11.17,  11.19-11.22,  43.8,  59.30,  59.80,  59.11, 
59.126,  59.127,  59.131,  59.152,  59.153, 
84.15.3 

Presidential  Proclamations  Concerning  Public 
Lands:  January  24,  1791-March  19,  1936, 
Numerical  List  and  Index,  by  Anne  R. 

Ashmore  —  11.21 
Presidential  warrants  —  59.138 
Prevost,  John  B.  —  59.57.1,  59.57.6,  59. T 
Prisoners  —  59.136,  59.138 

negotiations  for  release  of  —  59.57.18 
sentenced  to  death  —  84.14.26 
of  war  -  59. 117,  59. 119,  59. 122 
Prisons  —  59.18.18,  59.18.22 
Privateers  —  59.115 
Property,  confiscation  of  —  59.120 
Prussia,  King  of  —  76.164 
Public  lands  -  11.21,59.18.17 
Publications  of  the  U.S.  Government  (RG  287)  — 
59.5 

Publishers  -  59.20,  59.35,  59.80,  59.86,  59.112, 
59.124,  59.158,  59.159,  59.160,  59.161, 

59.162,  59.163 

Puget’s  Sound  Agricultural  Company  —  11.11, 
59.18.18,  59.18.21,  76.50,  76.152-76.160 

Quapaw  Indians  —  11.15 
Quarantines  —  59.68.11 
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Railroads  -  59.18.5,  59.18.14,  59.18.15, 
59.18.22,  59.45.3,  59.124,  59.152,  76.53, 
76.96,  76.104 
Rainy  Lake  —  76.80,  76.85 
Rainy  River  —  76.68,  76.84 
Rainy  River  Improvement  Company  —  76.84 
Ranches  —  76.187 
Real  de  San  Lorenzo  —  76.138 
Records  of  Special  Agents  for  Securing  the  Florida 
Archives,  1819-1835  —  59.58 
Records  of  the  Department  of  State  Relating  to 
Political  Relations  Between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  1910-29  —  59.75 
Records  preservation  —  11.1,  11.2,  59.2 
Red  River  -  76.86,  76.88 
Red  River,  Northwest  Territory,  Canada  —  59.69 
Register  of  All  Officers  and  Agents,  Civil,  Military, 
and  Naval,  in  the  Service  of  the  United  Staets, 
1835-1845  -  84. T 

Register  of  Correspondence  of  the  Department  of 
States,  1870-1906  -  59.23 
"Registers  of  Miscellaneous  Communications  Sent, 
1802-11,  1840-1906"  -  59.25 
Report  on  Extradition  With  Returns  of  All  Cases 
From  August  9,  1842,  to  January  1,  1890,  and 
an  Index ,  by  John  Bassett  Moore  —  59.137 
Reports  Upon  the  Survey  of  the  Boundary  Between 
the  Territory  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Possessions  of  Great  Britain  from  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods  to  the  Summit  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  —  76.29 
Reptiles  —  76.109 
Retrieve  (brig)  —  84.8 
Revised  Statutes  —  59.161 
Rhodes,  Elisha  A.  -  59.164,  59.T,  84.T 
Riley,  Gen.  [Bennett?]  —  76.105 
Rio  Grande  City  —  76.144 

Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Irrigation  Company  —  76.144 
Rio  Grande  del  Norte  —  76.143 
Rio  Grande  River  —  ll.T,  59.31,  59.45.3, 
59.57.26,  59.68.6,  59.82.9,  76.95,  76.104, 
76.129,  76.132,  76.133,  76.134,  76.135, 

76.138,  76.139,  76.141,  76.143,  76.144, 

76.147,  76.150,  76.187 
Rio  Grande  Valley,  TX  —  76.144 
Riots  —  59.45.3 
Roads  -  76.147 
Robb,  Thomas  P.  —  76.205 
Robb  Commission  —  76.205,  76.225 
Robinson,  Jeremy  —  59.57.12,  59.57.13,  59.58 
Robinson,  John  H.  —  59.57.27,  59.60 


Rodney,  Caesar  A.  —  59.28 

Rogue  River  Valley  —  59.18.18 

Rolls  and  Library,  Bureau  of  —  59.4,  59.79, 

59.81,  59.82,  59.148-59.153 
Roosevelt,  Theodore  —  11.20,  59.38 
Rosario  Strait  —  76.55 

Rossland,  British  Columbia,  Canada  —  84.15.14- 
84.15.18 

Rush,  Richard  —  59.42 
Russell,  Jonathan  —  59.42 
Russia  —  43.10,  59.82.1,  76.2 

Sabine,  TX  —  59.97,  59.T,  84.T 

Sabine  River  -  59.150,  76.86,  76.87,  76.88, 

76.91 

St.  Lawrence  River  —  76.13,  76.14,  76.15,  76.65 
St.  Louis,  MO  -  43.18-43.25,  43.26,  59.18.10, 
59.38,  59.119,  59.171 
St.  Mary’s,  LA  —  59.28 
Ste.  Marie,  Joseph  —  59.57.8 
Salaries  —  59.55 

Salcedo,  Nemesio  de  —  59.60,  59.150 
San  Antonio,  TX  —  59.97,  76.141,  76.205,  84.T 
San  Bias,  Mexico  —  59.68.12 
San  Carlos  Reservation  —  59.82.7 
San  Elizario  Island  —  76.138 
San  Francisco,  CA  —  59.31,  59.37,  59.68.5, 
59.68.12,  59.97,  59.T 
San  Francisco  Railway  —  59.152 
San  Jacinto,  Mexico  —  84. T 
San  Juan  Island  -  59.18.21,  59.152,  76.45,  76.52, 
76.55,  76.56,  76.58 

San  Juan  Island  National  Historical  Park  —  76.58 
Sand  Creek  massacre  —  59.18.4 
Santa  Anna  —  59.57.36,  59.57.39 
Santa  Fe,  NM  -  59.67,  59.97,  59.T,  76.167 
Santa  Fe  Expedition  —  59.57.18 
Scientific  instruments  —  76.111,  76.125 
Scientific  records  —  76.27,  76.31-76.36,  76.48, 
76.49,  76.69,  76.75,  76.79,  76.99,  76.102, 
76.109,  76.111,  76.122,  76.123,  76.124 
Seal  of  the  United  States  —  11.1,  11.2,  11.4, 

11.19,  59.86 

Seals,  official  -  11.1,  11.2,  11.4,  59.3,  59.13, 
59.107,  59.153 

Seamen  -  59.33,  59.39,  59.62,  59.68.12,  59.80, 
84.2,  84.14.11,  84.15.31-84.15.36,  84.15.53- 
84.15.54 

Seamen’s  certificates  —  59.33 
Seaports  —  84.2,  84.9 
Seattle,  WA  -  43.28-43.29 
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Sedgwick,  Arthur  G.  —  59.57.25 
Seneca  Indians  —  11.15 
Settlement  of  Mexican  Claims  Act  of  1942  — 
76.229 

Shaler,  William  —  59.60 
Shawnee  Indians  —  11.15 

Ships  -  59.33,  59.62,  59.108,  59.122,  84.2,  84.9, 
84.10,  84.14.51,  84.14.87,  84.15.31-84.15.36, 
84.15.55,  84.15.56-84.15.60 
Ships,  captured  —  59.115,  76.162,  76.167 
Short,  William  -  59.57.8,  59.57.9 
Siam  —  43.10 

Sierra  County,  NM  —  76.144 
Silt  -  76.143 
Sinclair,  C.H.  —  76.78 
Sioux  City  Register  —  59.35 
Sioux  Indians  —  59.18.4,  59.69 
Sitting  Bull  —  59.69 

Sixth  Census  or  Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  United  States  as  Corrected  at  the 
Department  of  State  —  59.108 
Sketches  —  76.32,  76.36,  76.50,  76.51,  76.59, 
76.104,  76.124 

Slacum,  William  A.  —  59.57.7,  59.57.32 
Slaughter,  Francis  —  59. T,  84. T 
Slavery  -  59.18.9,  59.18.17,  59.18.19 
Slaves  -  59.18.17,  59.32 
fugitive  —  59.18.19 
Smallpox  —  59.68.11 
Smith,  Buckingham  —  59.57.31 
Smith,  Edward  —  59.57.33 
Smith,  George  S.  —  59.31 
Smith,  Morgan  L.  —  59. T,  84. T 
Smith,  Susan  P.  —  59.31 
Smith,  W.W.T.  -  59.T,  84.T 
Smith,  Walter  P.  —  II,  84.T 
Smithsonian  Institution  and  Natural  Museum  — 

43.13,  43.16 

Smuggling  —  59.68.11,  59.69 

Soils  -  76.126,  76.147 

Solisenito  Banco  —  76.146 

Sonora,  Mexico  —  76.187,  84.14.52 

South  Dakota  —  59.18.11,  59.30 

Southwest  Territory  —  59.16 

Spain  -  11.10,  11.11,  ll.T,  43.10,  59.18.19, 

59.27,  59.29,  59.39,  59.42,  59.43,  59.45.1, 
59.45.4,  59.48,  59.50,  59.57.8,  59.57.9, 

59.57.27,  59.58,  59.60,  59.82.6,  59.150, 
59.162,  76.2,  76.7,  76.86,  84.6,  84.11,  84.12 

Sparks,  Jared  —  59.57.28 
Special  agents  —  59.52-59.58 


Special  Claims  Commission,  United  States  and 
Mexico  -  59.105,  76.208,  76.209,  76.211, 
76.212,  76.220,  76.221,  84.12.17 
Special  Mexican  Claims  Commission  —  76.211 
Starr  County,  TX  —  76.144 
Stars  —  76.48 

State,  General  Records  of  the  Department  of 
(RG  59)  -  11.5,  11.10,  ll.T,  43.4,  76.5, 
76.73,  76.90,  76.115,  76.233,  84.6,  84.14 
State,  U.S.  Department  of  —  11.1-11.5,  11.8, 

11.14,  11.20,  11.25,  11.26,  11.28,  11.30,  43.1, 
43.3,  43.4,  43.7,  43.8,  43.9,  43.10,  43.11, 

43.14,  43.15,  43.16,  43.18,  43.24,  43.26, 

43.27,  43.28-43.29,  RG  59,  76.1,  76.12,  76.18, 
76.20,  76.21,  76.29,  76.30,  76.42,  76.43, 

76.45,  76.52-76.53,  76.59,  76.62,  76.63,  76.73, 

76.90,  76.93,  76.97,  76.100,  76.115,  76.120, 
76.121,  76.133,  76.140,  76.142,  76.147, 

76.150,  76.157,  76.158,  76.161,  76.170, 

76.173,  76.180,  76.181,  76.182,  76.184, 

76.190,  76.191,  76.192,  76.193,  76.197, 

76.198,  76.206,  76.221,  76.224,  76.229, 

76.230,  76.233,  84.1-84.15 

State  governments  —  59.61,  59.80 
State  governors  —  11.25 
Statehood  processes  —  59.18.4,  59.30 
Statistical  Bureau  —  59.79 
Statutes  at  Large  —  59.163 
Steilacoom  Harbor  —  76.159 
Stevens,  Isaac  I.  —  76.157 
Stevens,  R.J.  —  84.15.47 
Storrs,  Augustus  —  59. T 
Stryker,  John  —  59. T,  84. T 
Suffrage  for  African  Americans  —  59.18.4 
Summers,  Natalia  —  59.57 
Supply  routes  —  59.18.1 
Surveyors  —  59.94.1,  59.94.9,  59.99,  59.100, 
76.16,  76.20,  76.21,  76.26,  76.29,  76.30, 

76.31,  76.32,  76.34,  76.35,  76.36,  76.39, 

76.41,  76.45,  76.46,  76.68,  76.75,  76.77, 

76.78,  76.93,  76.98,  76.100,  76.101,  76.104, 

76.110,  76.117,  76.120,  76.126,  76.146 
Surveys,  boundary  —  59.18.2,  76.25,  76.30-76.36, 

76.39-76.53,  76.60-76.64,  76.70-76.81,  76.90, 

76.91,  76.92,  76.96,  76.97,  76.101,  76.102- 

76.111,  76.113-76.128 
Sweden  —  43.10 

Tampico,  Mexico  —  59.68.13 
Taylor,  Zachary  —  59.88.8 
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Territorial  governments  —  59.17,  59.18.1,  59.18.4, 

59.18.5,  59.18.6,  59.18.10,  59.18.14,  59.18.15, 
59.18.16,  59.18.21,  59.18.22 

Territorial  officials  —  59.24,  59.80,  59.146 
appointment  of  —  59.15,  59.18.10,  59.18.13, 
59.92,  59.99,  59.100 
crimes  against  —  59.18.21 
reports  of  —  59.17 

"Territorial  Papers"  —  59.15,  59.16-59.18 
Territories,  Committee  on  —  59.5 
Territories,  Records  of  the  Office  of  (RG  126)  — 
59.13,  59.18 

Texas  -  59.16,  59.18.17,  59.18.19,  59.30,  59.35, 
59.107,  59.125,  59.129,  59.131,  59.137,  59.152 
Texas,  Republic  of  -  11.11,  11. T,  59.16,  59.27, 
59.39,  59.42,  59.45.2,  59.47,  59.50,  59.57.15- 
59.57.26,  59.60,  59.61,  59.67,  59.68,  59.82.6, 
59.82.15,  59.85,  59.96,  59.97,  59.162,  59.164, 
59.165,  59.170,  59.T,  76.2,  76.10,  76.86- 
76.91,  76.129-76.150,  76.205-76.207,  76.212, 
76.225,  76.231,  84.5-84.10,  84.11 
Texas  navy  —  84.8 
Thanksgiving  Day  —  59.152,  59.153 
Thompson,  Gilbert  L.  —  59.57.20 
Tobacco  Plains,  MT  —  76.61 
Topographers  —  76.78,  76.123 
Topographical  Engineers,  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  — 
76.91,  76.102 

Topography  -  76.32,  76.34,  76.46,  76.47,  76.48, 
76.50,  76.51,  76.75,  76.77,  76.79,  76.80, 
76.104,  76.105,  76.109,  76.124,  76.147,  76.207 
Torrey,  John  —  76.109 
Township  plats  —  76.80 
Trademarks,  protection  of  —  59.83 
Traders  —  59.18.10 
Trading  posts  —  76.187 
Trail,  British  Columbia  —  76.83 
"Transcript  of  Stenographic  Report  of  Meeting  of 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  Commission"  — 
43.19 

Trans-Mississippi  and  International  Exposition  — 
43.4,  59.105 

Treason  -  59.116,  59.117,  59.118,  59.119,  59.121 
Treasury,  General  Records  of  the  Department  of 
the  (RG  56)  —  43. T 

Treasury,  U.S.  Department  of  the  —  43.13, 

59.18.6,  59.26,  59.29,  59.86,  59.100,  59.158, 
76.120,  76.173,  76.204,  84.15.46 

Treaties  -  59.21,  59.42,  59.43,  59.168,  76.143 
claims  settlment  —  ll.T,  59.74,  76.151 
extradition  —  59.136 


international  —  11.4,  11.5,  11.7-11.11,  ll.T, 
59.99,  59.111 

negotiation  of  —  11.13,  11.14,  11.18,  59.39, 
59.52,  59.110,  59.154,  76.59 
publication  of  —  11.2 
ratification  of  —  11.5,  11.9,  11.10,  11.13- 
11.15,  11.17,  59.52,  76.93 
with  Indian  tribes  —  11.4,  11.5,  11.12-11.18, 
59.94.1,  59.110,  59.111 

Treaties  and  Other  International  Agreements  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  1776-1949,  ed.  by 
Charles  I.  Be  vans,  11.11 
Treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  —  11.10,  ll.T, 
59.170,  76.92,  76.96,  76.97,  76.175,  76.183 
Treaty  of  Limits  of  January  12,  1828  —  59.82.6 
Treaty  of  Washington  —  ll.T,  59.45.2,  76.54, 
76.59 

Triangulation  notes  —  76.102 

Tribal  affairs  —  11.16 

Trist,  Nicholas  P.  -  59.57.13,  59.57.41 

Turkey  —  43.10 

Tyler,  John  —  59.88.7 

Ulibarri,  George  S.  —  76.151 
Underwood,  Oscar  W.  —  76.215,  76.217 
United  States  and  Mexican  Boundary 
Commission  —  76.10,  76.92-76.111 
U.S.  and  Mexican  Claims  Commission,  1869  — 
59.27,  76.183-76.204 

U.S.  Army  —  59.18.5,  59.18.18,  59.18.20,  59.62 
U.S.  Army  Commands,  1784-1821,  Records  of 
(RG  98)  -  59.14 

U.S.  Army  Continental  Commands,  1821-1920, 
Records  of  (RG  393)  —  59.14,  76.37 
U.S.  Anny  deserters  —  59.68.2,  59.68.11 
U.S.  Attorneys  —  59.14,  59.26,  59.28,  59.36, 
59.80,  59.86,  59.89,  59.92,  59.94.1,  59.94.12, 
59.99,  59.100,  59.101,  59.103,  59.113,  59.118, 
59.122 

United  States  Board  of  Commissioners,  1849-51  — 
76.166,  76.169,  76.170,  76.175-76.182 
United  States-Canadian  Boundary  —  76.13-76.85 
U.S.  circuit  courts  —  59.99,  59.101,  59.130 
U.S.  Claims  Commission  to  Texas  —  59.162, 
76.205-76.207,  76.225,  76.231 
United  States  Congress  —  11.13,  11.14,  11.27, 
43.2,  43.16,  43.18,  59.2,  59.13,  59.25,  59.26, 
59.32,  59.34,  59.35,  59.36,  59.57.21,  59.64, 
59.112,  76.22 

U.S.  Constitution  —  59.82.10 
U.S.  Court  of  Claims  —  59.99 
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U.S.  district  courts  —  59.8,  59.36,  59.94.10, 
59.99,  59.101,  59.158 

United  States  Executive  Departments,  Board  of  — 
43.8,  43.11 

U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  Records 
of  the  (RG  22)  -  43. T 
U.S.  Fish  Commission  —  43.13 
U.S.  Geological  Survey  —  76.62,  76.144,  76.150 
United  States  Government,  General  Records  of 
the  (RG  11)  -  59.5,  59.110 
United  States  Government  Board  —  43.18,  43.24, 
43.26-43.27 

United  States  House  of  Representatives  —  11.26, 
11.27,  11.28 

Committee  on  Appropriations  —  59.82.5 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  —  76.143 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  —  59.152 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  Records  of  the 
(RG  233)  -  59.5 

U.S.  Marshals  —  59.14,  59.26,  59.36,  59.80, 
59.86,  59.94.1,  59.94.11,  59.95,  59.99,  59.100, 
59.101,  59.103,  59.113,  59.116,  59.120, 

59.135,  59.158,  59.159,  59.162 
United  States-Mexican  Border  —  76.92-76.151 
United  States-Mexico  Mixed  Claims  Commission  — 
59.68.7 

U.S.  Mint  -  59.100,  59.103 
U.S.  Navy  officers  —  59.52,  59.57.4,  59.62, 
59.122 

United  States  Senate  —  11.7,  11.9,  11.13,  11.14, 
11.15,  11.17,  11.26,  11.27,  11.28,  59.92, 

59.94,  76.52,  76.53,  76.103,  76.105 
U.S.  Senate,  Records  of  the  (RG  46)  —  11.5, 

11.17,  11.25,  59.5,  59.14,  59.18 
U.S.S.  Peacock  —  59.115 
United  States  Statutes  at  Large  —  11.19,  11.21, 
11.22,  11.27 

United  States  Supreme  Court  —  59.92,  59.94.10, 
59.99,  59.101 

United  States-Texas  Boundary  —  76.86-76.91 
Utah  -  59.18.20,  59.24,  59.137,  59.147 
Utah  Indians  —  59.18.20 
Utah  Territory  —  59.18.20,  59.107 
Ute  Indians  —  11.15 

Val  Verde  County  —  76.144 
Van  Buren,  Martin  —  59.88.7,  59.154,  76.22 
Van  Ornum,  J.L.  —  76.123 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  Canada  —  59.69, 
84.15.19-84.15.39 


Vancouver  Island,  British  Columbia,  Canada  — 
76.38,  76.55,  76.56 

Vegetation  -  59.18.17,  59.18.22,  76.79,  76.80, 
76.102,  76.104,  76.109,  76.126,  76.147 
Velasco,  TX  —  59.97,  59.T,  84.T 
Venezuela  —  43.10 
Victor,  Gen.  Claude  —  59.151 
Victoria,  British  Columbia,  Canada  —  59.69, 
84.15.40-84.15.67 
Vrain,  Ceran  St.  —  59. T 

Wagon  roads  —  59.18.15 
Wagon  trains  —  76.144 
Walker,  William  -  76.200 
Wallace,  Joseph  W.E.  —  59. T,  84. T 
Wallach,  Charles  S.  —  59.T,  84.T 
War,  Records  of  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of 
(RG  107)  -  43. T,  59.14 
War  Department  —  11.14,  59.18.1,  59.18.6, 
59.31,  59.86,  59.118,  59.122,  76.30,  76.204, 
76.223 

War  of  1812  -  59.20,  59.59,  59.60,  76.14 
Washington,  George  —  59.88,  59.134 
Washington  -  59.18.18,  59.30,  59.35,  76.44, 
76.61,  76.159 
Washington  Sound  —  76.50 
Washington  Territory  —  59.18.21,  59.18.22, 
59.107,  59.137,  59.152,  76.47,  76.52,  76.157 
Watercolors  —  76.51 
Weather  conditions  —  76.47,  76.125 
Webster,  Daniel  —  76.173 
Webster-Ashburton  Treaty  —  ll.T,  59.57.28, 
59.136,  76.17,  76.23,  76.53 
Weekly  Examiner  (San  Francisco,  CA)  —  59.35 
Weller,  John  B.  —  76.100 
West  Indies  -  59.18.19,  59.57.26 
Whidbey  Island  -  59.18.21 
Whipple,  A.W.  -  76.111 
White  Earth  River  -  59.18.11 
White  House,  Executive  Office  of  the  —  11.28 
Wickliffe,  Charles  A.  -  59.57.22,  59.T 
Wildlife  -  76.109 

Wilkinson,  James  —  59.18.10,  59.57.11,  59.T 
William  I,  Emperor  of  Germany  —  76.56,  76.57, 
56.59,  56.60 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Canada  —  59.69,  84.15.68- 
84.15.80 

Wisconsin  —  59.16,  59.18.11 
Woodward,  John  —  76.162 
Woolridge,  Thomas  —  59. T,  84. T 
Women  -  43.14,  43.18,  43.23 


130 


Works  Projects  Administration  —  11.20,  11.24 
World’s  Columbian  Commission  —  43.12,  43.14 
World’s  Columbian  Exposition  —  43.6,  43.12- 
43.17,  43. T,  59.45.3,  59.82.10,  59.82.11, 
59.105,  59.149 

World’s  Congress  Auxiliary  —  43.14 
"World’s  Fair  Bulletin"  —  43.20 
World’s  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centennial 

Exposition  —  43.8-43. 11, 43. T,  59.68.6,  59.105 


Wyoming  —  59.18.21 
Wyoming  Territory  —  59.18.22 

Yazoo  land  claims  —  76.151 
Yell,  Archibald  -  59.57.21,  59.T 
Young,  Brigham  —  59.18.20 
Yuma,  AZ  —  59.68.3 


131 


1 


-  The 

Trans-Mississippi  West 

1804-1912 


Part  I 

A  Guide  to  Records  of  the  Department  of  State  for  the  Territorial  Period 

Compiled  by  Robert  M.  Kvasnicka 

This  first  volume  of  The  Trans-Mississippi  West ;  1804-1912,  identifies  and  describes  records  of  the 
Department  of  State  in  the  National  Archives  that  are  associated  with  the  American  West. 

Records  Described  Include 

★  the  Territorial  Papers,  maintained  by  the  Department  of  State 

★  records  relating  to  Presidential  appointments  and  pardons 

★  correspondence  with  departmental  officials  at  posts  in  Mexico,  Canada,  and  the  Republic  of  Texas 

★  records  of  commissions  responsible  for  establishing  the  international  boundaries  of  the  United  States 
and  claims  settlements  involving  the  Republic  of  Texas,  Great  Britain,  and  Mexico 

★  records  concerning  Government  exhibits  at  international  expositions  held  in  the  western  United  States 

Forthcoming  Volumes  Include 


Part  II 


A  Guide  to  Records  of  the  Department  of  Justice  for  the  Territorial  Period 

Covers  the  files  of  the  Attorney  General's  office  and  appointment  papers  for  Federal  judges,  attorneys, 
and  marshals;  case  files  for  Indian  depredation  claims  and  other  claims  brought  against  the  United 
States;  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  regarding  prisoners  in  State  and  Federal  penitentiaries;  records 
concerning  methods  of  criminal  identification  and  investigations  conducted  by  predecessors  of  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation;  and  records  documenting  the  activities  of  U.S.  attorneys  and  U.S. 
marshals. 


Part  III 


A  Guide  to  Records  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  Territorial  Period 

Describes  records  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  the  Forest  Service  and  identifies  documents  relating 
to  activities  of  the  bureaus  of  Animal  Industry,  Dairy  Industry,  and  Agricultural  Engineering,  as  well  as 
other  agencies  that  affected  agriculture  and  ranching  in  the  trans-Mississippi  West. 
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PREFACE 


With  this  volume  the  National  Archives  and  Records  Administration  continues  its  publication  of  a 
major  research  aid,  "The  Trans-Mississippi  West,  1804-1912:  A  Guide  to  Federal  Records  for  the 
Territorial  Period. "  This  multi-volume  guide  is  intended  to  succeed  the  previous  letterpress  and  microfilm 
publication  of  documents  constituting  The  Territorial  Papers  of  the  United  States.  Rather  than  providing 
transcripts  of  selected  documents,  the  guide,  when  completed,  will  identify  and  describe  all  significant 
series  of  civil  and  military  records  relating  to  the  contiguous  States  and  Territories  carved  out  of  the  area 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  It  will  inform  researchers  of  the  nature  of  available  Federal  records  and 
their  location,  whether  in  the  Washington,  DC,  area  or  in  regional  archives. 

Guides  such  as  this  one  have  been  prepared  at  the  National  Archives  since  1940  when  the  first  Guide 
to  the  Material  in  the  National  Archives  was  published.  Over  time,  new  editions  of  this  general  guide 
have  been  published,  and  supplementary  guides  have  been  issued  that  focus  on  specific  portions  of 
Archives  holdings.  In  this  latter  category  are  the  Guide  to  Federal  Records  Relating  to  the  Civil  War 
(1962),  Guide  to  the  Archives  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  (1968),  Guide  to 
Materials  on  Latin  America  in  the  National  Archives  of  the  United  States  (1974),  Guide  to  Records  in  the 
National  Archives  of  the  United  States  Relating  to  American  Indians  (1981),  Black  History:  A  Guide  to 
Civilian  Records  in  the  National  Archives  (1984),  Guide  to  the  Holdings  of  the  Still  Picture  Branch 
(1990),  and  most  recently  American  Women  and  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces:  A  Guide  to  the  Records  of 
Military  Agencies  in  the  National  Archives  Relating  to  American  Women  (1992).  Also  compiled  by 
National  Archives  staff  but  published  privately  is  Documenting  Alaskan  History:  Guide  to  Federal 
Archives  Relating  to  Alaska  (Alaska  Historical  Commission  Studies  in  History  No.  23,  University  of 
Alaska  Press,  1982).  All  of  these  publications  are  designed  to  make  the  records  in  the  National  Archives 
better  known  and  easier  to  use. 

The  publication  of  this  second  volume  of  the  guide,  focusing  as  it  does  on  records  of  the  Department 
of  Justice,  is  intended  to  alert  researchers  to  the  full  research  potential  of  records  created  by  Government 
agencies  probably  known  primarily  for  enforcing  Federal  laws  and  representing  the  interests  of  the  United 
States  in  litigation.  But  users  of  this  guide  will  find  that  the  records  described  herein  also  are  sources  of 
information  about  social  tensions  involving  minority  or  dissident  groups,  competition  between  political 
factions,  public  attitudes  and  morals,  the  use  and  exploitation  of  natural  resources,  and  many  other  issues 
relating  to  the  settlement  and  development  of  the  trans-Mississippi  West. 


Trudy  Huskamp  Peterson 

Acting  Archivist  of  the  United  States 
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INTRODUCTION 


The  interest  of  the  scholarly  community  in  documenting  the  westward  expansion  of  the  United  States 
was  recognized  as  long  ago  as  1911  when  the  Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington  published  David  W. 
Parker’s  Calendar  of  Papers  in  Washington  Archives  relating  to  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  (to 
1873).  Professor  J.  Franklin  Jameson  began  his  Preface  to  Parker’s  work  by  stating  that  archives  could 
be  exploited  "for  the  general  benefit  of  historical  students"  in  three  ways: 


The  first  process  is  that  of  the  preparation  and  publication  of  summary 
guides,  describing  in  general  terms  the  contents  of  domestic  or  foreign 
archives.  The  second  step  is  the  preparation  and  publication  of  minuter 
descriptions,  calendars  usually,  of  some  selected  archival  division  or 
some  special  class  of  documents  having  sufficient  importance  to  warrant 
treatment  so  detailed.  The  third  stage  of  operation  is  the  preparation  and 
publication  of  important  series  of  documents  in  full  text. 


The  title  of  Parker’s  publication,  of  course,  clearly  identifies  it  as  an  example  of  the  second  step. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Ralston  Act  of  March  3,  1925,  the  Department  of  State  launched  an 
ambitious  project  that  met  the  objectives  of  Jameson’s  third  stage:  the  preparation  and  letterpress 
publication  of  papers  relating  to  the  Territories.  The  first  volume  of  The  Territorial  Papers  of  the  United 
States ,  compiled  and  edited  by  Clarence  Edwin  Carter,  appeared  in  1934.  By  1950,  when  the  project  was 
transferred  from  the  Department  of  the  State  to  the  National  Archives  and  Records  Service,  General 
Services  Administration,  15  volumes  had  been  published.  Under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Archives, 
Carter  and  his  successor,  John  Porter  Bloom,  published  an  additional  13  volumes,  the  final  one,  the 
second  of  2  volumes  for  Wisconsin  Territory,  appearing  in  1975.  Wisconsin  became  a  State  in  1848. 
By  that  time,  the  quantity  of  material  relating  to  the  individual  Territories  had  increased  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  two  letterpress  volumes  for  Wisconsin  were  supplemented  by  a  microfilm  publication  (M236)  of 
pertinent  documents  that  totaled  122  rolls  of  film.  A  microfilm  edition  of  papers  for  Iowa  (M325,  102 
rolls),  and  less  complete  editions  for  Minnesota  (M1050,  19  rolls),  and  Oregon  (M1049,  12  rolls),  were 
issued  after  1975,  but  work  on  additional  letterpress  volumes  was  suspended. 

Since  the  sheer  volume  of  pertinent  materials  combined  with  high  production  costs  have  rendered 
impractical  the  comprehensive  publication  of  individual  documents  for  the  Territories,  the  National 
Archives  has  sought  other  ways  of  continuing  the  Territorial  Papers  project.  In  1989,  after  consulting 
with  concerned  representatives  of  the  historical  and  scholarly  communities,  the  Archivist  of  the  United 
States  authorized  a  project  exemplifying  Jameson’s  first  stage,  the  compilation  of  a  guide  to  provide 
information  about  those  holdings  of  the  National  Archives  and  the  regional  archives  that  relate  to 
Territories  not  covered  by  The  Territorial  Papers.  In  developing  the  prospectus  for  the  guide,  the 
"territorial  papers"  concept  was  more  or  less  discarded  in  favor  of  an  approach  that  provided  more 
uniform  coverage.  The  scope  of  the  guide  has  been  broadened  to  include  all  Federal  records  created 
during  the  period  bracketed  by  the  Louisiana  Purchase  in  1803  and  the  admission  of  New  Mexico  and 
Arizona  to  the  Union  in  1912  that  relate  to  all  of  the  contiguous  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
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This  change  in  concept  allows  for  coverage  of  Texas,  California,  and  Indian  Territory,  areas  that  did  not 
pass  through  the  formal  territorial  period  prior  to  statehood.  It  also  means,  of  course,  that  the  guide  will 
provide  a  general  view  of  records  relating  to  some  States  that  are  already  covered  by  The  Territorial 
Papers  letterpress  volumes,  as  well  as  to  those  that  are  not. 

The  objective  of  "The  Trans-Mississippi  West,  1804-1912:  A  Guide  to  Federal  Records  for  the 
Territorial  Period,"  is  to  identify  and  describe  those  records  created  by  both  civil  and  military  agencies 
and  organizations  that  obviously  include,  or  are  likely  to  contain,  documents  concerning  the  States  located 
beyond  the  Mississippi.  The  records  are  described  in  varying  levels  of  detail,  ranging  from  general 
summaries  of  content  to  lists  of  individual  file  titles,  an  approach  that  actually  combines  aspects  of 
Jameson’s  first  and  second  stages  of  description.  The  chapters  of  the  guide  presented  here  are  fairly 
representative  of  the  100  or  so  chapters  that  will  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  complete  guide.  They  form 
the  first  of  several  parts  based  on  executive  departments  or  subject  areas  that  will  be  issued  as  discrete 
publications.  These  seven  chapters  cover  records  documenting  the  activities  of  the  Attorney  General  and 
the  component  administrative  units  and  bureaus  of  the  Department  of  Justice  relevant  to  the  trans- 
Mississippi  West  through  1912. 

The  National  Archives  and  Records  Administration  (NARA)  endeavors  to  keep  records  in  the  order 
in  which  they  were  maintained  by  the  creating  agency,  in  the  belief  that  this  best  preserves  their  integrity 
and  interrelationships.  The  agency  filing  systems  were  designed  for  administrative  purposes  and  not  for 
the  benefit  of  future  researchers.  A  major  reason  for  the  preparation  of  guides  such  as  this  is  to  assist 
subject-oriented  researchers  in  understanding  the  complexities  of  recordkeeping  systems  and  in  locating 
material  of  interest  among  the  vast  quantities  of  records  irrelevant  to  their  needs. 

The  arrangement  of  the  guide  is  by  record  group,  the  basic  organizational  unit  to  which  all  records 
in  the  National  Archives  are  assigned.  Most  commonly,  a  record  group  consists  of  the  records  of  a  single 
bureau;  examples  are  Records  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (Record  Group  65)  and  Records  of 
the  Bureau  of  Prisons  (Record  Group  129).  Often,  the  records  of  the  head  of  an  executive  department 
and  units  with  departmentwide  responsibility  are  assigned  to  a  general  record  group,  such  as  General 
Records  of  the  Department  of  Justice  (Record  Group  60).  In  some  instances,  the  functions  of  a  particular 
office  or  other  administrative  unit  of  an  agency  were  important  or  unique  enough  to  warrant  the 
establishment  of  a  separate  record  group.  Record  Group  118,  Records  of  U.S.  Attorneys  and  Marshals 
is  one  of  four  such  record  groups  represented  in  this  guide. 

Each  chapter  based  on  a  record  group  incorporates  data  gleaned  from  pertinent  descriptive  materials 
previously  produced  by  the  National  Archives,  usually  an  inventory  of  one  kind  or  another.  While  this 
guide  relies  heavily  on  inventories  for  content,  it  also  incorporates  information  taken  from  introductions 
to  relevant  National  Archives  microfilm  publications  and  entries  in  preliminary  checklists,  special  lists, 
and  subject  guides,  as  well  as  materials  produced  by  the  governmental  units  that  created  the  records.  All 
of  the  publications  used  in  compiling  these  chapters  are  cited  at  appropriate  places  in  the  text. 

Within  record  groups,  the  basic  archival  unit  of  control  for  records  is  the  series,  which  is  a  body  of 
records  arranged  in  some  serial  order  or  logically  grouped  together  for  some  other  reason.  As  noted 
above,  NARA  has  prepared  for  many  record  groups  inventories  that  describe  the  records  series  by  series. 
Common  to  all  types  of  inventories  is  the  series  entry,  which  includes  the  series  title,  covering  dates, 
quantity,  types  of  records,  and  perhaps  some  indication  of  content.  Although  most  of  the  records 
discussed  in  this  guide  are  also  described  in  inventories,  an  attempt  has  been  made  here  to  present  a 
different  viewpoint,  with  more  emphasis  on  subject  matter,  specific  examples,  and  practical  guidance  on 
using  the  records.  The  discussion  of  basic  records  is  expanded  and  less  significant  records  are  treated 
more  summarily. 

In  this  guide,  series  titles  and  the  dates  of  the  records  constituting  the  series  appear  in  boldface  type. 
Information  about  the  volume  of  the  records  appears  in  parentheses  following  the  dates.  Volume  is 
usually  given  in  linear  feet  or  inches,  but  in  some  instances  the  number  of  items  or  images  is  given.  For 
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ease  of  indexing  and  ready  reference,  the  paragraphs  are  numbered,  i.e.,  60.39,  with  60  being  the  record 
group  number  and  39  the  paragraph  number.  Tables,  with  titles  cross-referenced  to  explanatory 
paragraphs  in  the  text,  provide  either  specific  information  on  the  content  of  particular  series  or  general 
information  designed  to  facilitate  use  of  the  records.  References  in  the  text  to  Native  Americans  and  other 
minorities  reflect  terms  used  in  the  records  being  discussed,  a  practice  that  often  results  in  the  use  of 
archaic  spellings.  Current  spellings  of  tribal  names  appear  in  the  index. 

Many  series  of  records  having  high  research  value  have  been  microfilmed  by  the  National  Archives 
and  Records  Administration,  and  the  numbers  of  the  pertinent  microfilm  publications  are  given  in  the  text. 
Most  microfilm  publication  numbers  begin  with  the  letter  "M"  (M699),  but  some  begin  with  "T"  (T326). 
The  majority  of  the  "M"  publications  are  accompanied  by  descriptive  pamphlets  that  contain  thorough 
explanations  of  the  origin,  content,  and  arrangement  of  the  records;  the  "T"  publications  merely  reproduce 
documents  without  the  benefit  of  explanatory  introductions  or  notes.  All  of  the  microfilm  publications 
cited  in  the  text  are  listed  in  Appendix  A. 

The  National  Archives  of  the  United  States,  the  permanently  valuable  records  of  the  Federal 
Government,  are  housed  in  the  National  Archives  facilities  located  in  the  Washington,  DC,  metropolitan 
area,  and  in  13  regional  archives  whose  addresses  are  given  in  Appendix  B.  The  records  described  in 
this  guide  are  held  in  Washington,  DC,  but  many  of  the  microfilm  publications  cited  are  available  for  use 
in  the  regional  archives  (see  Appendix  A  for  specific  titles).  Additional  information  concerning  the 
distribution  of  reference  copies  of  microfilm  publications  is  provided  by  Special  List  45,  National  Archives 
Microfilm  Publications  in  the  Regional  Archives  System ,  compiled  by  Teresa  F.  Matchette  and  issued  in 
1990. 

Many  members  of  the  NARA  staff  have  helped  with  this  publication.  Formal  and  informal  finding 
aids  are  the  foundation  of  the  guide  and  the  staff  members  who  prepared  them  are  identified  in  appropriate 
places  in  the  text.  A  number  of  staff  members  read  and  commented  on  the  entries  in  this  volume,  while 
others  helped  in  locating  a  few  of  the  more  obscure  series;  special  thanks  are  extended  to  Richard  C. 
Crawford,  Jane  A.  Fitzgerald,  Paul  Guite,  Jeffrey  Lash,  Teresa  Matchette,  Sue  Ann  M.  McDonough, 
Lisha  Penn,  Ronald  E.  Swerczek,  Angie  S.  Vandereedt,  and  John  Vandereedt.  Thanks  are  also  due  to 
staff  members  in  the  regional  archives  particularly  Peter  W.  Bunce,  Donald  W.  Jackanicz,  and  Beverly 
Watkins;  Michael  Brodhead;  Barbara  B.  Rust;  Joel  Barker  and  Eileen  N.  Bolger;  Suzanne  J.  Dewberry, 
Lisa  Miller,  and  Richard  Boyden;  and  Joyce  E.  Justice  and  Susan  H.  Karren.  Especially  helpful  in 
identifying  specific  files  on  western  subjects  are  reference  reports  and  letters  prepared  by  the  following 
current  and  former  staff  members:  Cynthia  Fox,  Steven  D.  Tilley,  Henry  J.  Wolfinger,  Hardee  Allen, 
Kay  E.  Brock,  Marion  Johnson,  William  A.  Reader,  Richard  W.  Steele,  and  Janet  Weinert.  This  volume 
was  edited  by  Judy  Miller  and  indexed  by  Jeanne  Moody.  Credit  for  the  volume’s  appearance  goes  to 
Anne  Bruner  Eales,  who  formatted  the  text,  and  to  Serene  Feldman  Werblood,  who  developed  the  cover 
design  for  this  volume  and  its  predecessor,  A  Guide  to  Records  of  the  Department  of  State  for  the 
Territorial  Period. 

Sharon  Gibbs  Thibodeau  has  supervised  this  project  since  its  inception.  Her  unflagging  enthusiasm 
and  encouragement  are  greatly  appreciated. 


Robert  M.  Kvasnicka 
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Record  Group  60 

GENERAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 


. . .  The  act  of  June  20,  1872,  requires  the  report  of  the  Attorney-General  to  include,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  statistics 
of  crime  under  the  laws  of  the  several  States.  Pursuant  to  this  requirement  I  addressed  communications  to  the 
governors  of  the  States  and  Territories,  but  the  returns  which  have  been  received  are  so  meager  and  incomplete  that 
I  am  unable  to  make  them  available,  and  therefore  they  do  not  appear  in  this  report.  The  principal  difficulty  is  that 
there  is  no  provision  in  most  of  the  States  for  collecting  such  statistics. 

George  H.  Williams,  Report  of  the  Attorney  General,  1872,  p.  1. 


Introduction 

60.1  The  Department  of  Justice  was  established 
by  an  act  of  June  22,  1870,  which  continued  and 
expanded  the  legal  and  administrative  duties  of  the 
Attorney  General  provided  for  by  the  Judiciary  Act  of 
September  24,  1789.  That  act  had  empowered  the 
Attorney  General  to  conduct  suits  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  give  opinions  on  questions  of  law  at  the 
request  of  the  President  or  heads  of  Departments,  and 
make  recommendations  to  the  President  on  appoint¬ 
ments  and  pardons. 

60.2  Edmund  Randolph,  former  Governor  and 
attorney  general  of  Virginia,  was  appointed  by 
President  George  Washington  as  the  first  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States.  His  salary  was  only 
$1,500  a  year,  but  it  was  expected  that  he  would 
supplement  his  income  by  engaging  in  private  law 
practice.  Although  the  Attorney  General  joined  the 
President’s  Cabinet  as  early  as  1792,  it  was  not  until 
1818  that  William  Wirt,  the  incumbent  Attorney 
General,  was  officially  accorded  office  space,  two 
assistants,  and  funds  for  stationery  and  fuel. 

60.3  In  1829  President  Andrew  Jackson  recom¬ 
mended  to  Congress  that  the  Attorney  General  be 
given  the  supervision  of  suits  for  the  recovery  of 
money  and  property  to  which  the  Government  was 
entitled  and  of  all  Federal  criminal  cases  in  the  lower 
Federal  courts.  He  also  asked  that  the  Attorney 
General  be  made  equal  to  the  department  heads,  with 
the  same  pay  and  with  subordinate  officers  to  aid  in 
the  discharge  of  these  additional  duties.  This  attempt 
to  create  a  "law  department"  ended  only  in  the  crea¬ 
tion,  within  the  Treasury  Department,  of  the  Office 
of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  with  extensive 
authority  over  the  conduct  of  cases  in  the  lower 
Federal  courts  by  U.S.  attorneys,  marshals,  and  other 
officers. 


60.4  Further  efforts  by  Presidents  James  K.  Polk 
and  Franklin  Pierce  to  create  a  law  department  were 
also  unsuccessful,  although  the  prestige  of  the 
Attorney  General  steadily  increased.  By  1853, 
having  attained  a  salary  equal  to  that  of  other  Cabinet 
members,  the  Attorney  General  ceased  the  private 
practice  of  law.  The  Congress  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  in  1859  to  appoint  an  assistant,  a 
position  that  was  abolished  in  1868  when  the 
President  was  authorized  to  appoint  two  assistant 
attorneys  general.  At  the  same  time,  the  Attorney 
General  was  given  the  responsibility  of  defending  the 
Government  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  having  already 
been  given  jurisdiction  over  U.S.  attorneys  and 
marshals  in  1861.  Under  the  law  his  authority  over 
these  officers  did  not  modify  that  of  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury. 

60.5  The  Department  of  Justice  was  finally 
created  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  June  22,  1870,  and 
began  its  formal  existence  on  July  1,  1870.  The 
Attorney  General  headed  the  new  Department, 
assisted  by  a  Solicitor  General.  As  a  concession  to 
the  wishes  of  the  incumbent  Attorney  General,  who 
retained  all  former  duties,  the  act  did  not  divide  the 
Department  into  bureaus  but  authorized  the  Attorney 
General  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  Department  and  for  the  conduct  of  its 
business.  The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  as  well  as 
the  law  officers  of  the  State  and  Navy  Departments 
and  of  the  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue,  were 
transferred  to  the  new  Department,  which  was 
required  to  perform  all  legal  services  necessary  for 
the  President  and  the  other  executive  departments  to 
fulfill  their  duties.  The  Attorney  General  was  to 
supervise  Federal  district  attorneys  and  all  other  law 
officers  of  the  Government  and  was  authorized  to 
take  direct  charge  of  cases  in  the  lower  courts  either 
personally  or  through  a  representative. 
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60.6  The  Department  of  Justice  Act  and  other 
acts  passed  within  the  next  few  years  also  caused  or 
resulted  in  the  transfer  of  various  duties  relating  to 
the  administration  of  justice  from  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  to  the  Department  of  Justice.  These 
duties  included  the  supervision  of  the  accounts  of 
district  attorneys,  marshals,  clerks,  and  other  officers 
of  the  courts,  who  were  being  paid  principally  from 
fees;  the  control  of  the  judiciary  fund,  from  which  the 
expenses  of  the  courts  and  the  costs  of  safekeeping 
prisoners  were  paid;  and  the  provision  of  facilities  in 
State,  Territorial,  or  local  prisons  for  the  incarcera¬ 
tion  of  Federal  prisoners  for  whom  facilities  were  not 
available  in  the  judicial  districts  where  they  were 
convicted. 

60.7  Subsequent  legislation  restated  or  defined 
the  functions  of  the  Department  in  various  subject 
areas,  including  civil  rights,  claims  by  or  against  the 
Government,  criminal  law,  immigration  and  natural¬ 
ization,  Indians,  customs  and  internal  revenue,  the 
mails,  public  lands,  legislative  investigations,  public 
officials,  power  resources,  commerce  and  transporta¬ 
tion,  drug  abuse,  rivers  and  harbors,  and  racial 
segregation. 

60.8  The  records  described  in  this  chapter  are 
general  records  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  consist¬ 
ing  of  the  records  of  the  Attorney  General  and  the 
Attorney  General’s  Office,  1790-1870;  of  units  of  the 
Department  of  Justice  whose  records  were  main¬ 
tained,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  the  central  files  of  the 
Department;  and  of  units  of  the  Department  that 
maintained  their  own  files.  All  of  the  general  records 
of  die  Department  held  by  the  National  Archives  as 
of  September  30,  1979,  are  described  in  Preliminary 
Inventory  of  the  General  Records  of  the  Department 
of  Justice  (PI  194),  compiled  by  Marion  Johnson. 
Descriptions  of  the  few  relevant  records  diat  have 
been  added  to  tliis  record  group  since  1979  are 
included  in  this  chapter.  It  should  be  noted  that  die 
dates  and  footage  figures  given  for  some  of  die  large 
correspondence  series  are  diose  diat  appear  in  die 
Guide  to  Federal  Records  in  the  National  Archives  of 
the  United  States  (1994). 

60.9  Annual  reports  and  other  publications  issued 
by  die  Attorney  General  and  die  Department  are  part 
of  Record  Group  287,  Publications  of  die  U.S. 
Government.  The  Department’s  work  in  preparing 
for  the  litigation  of  claims  cases  brought  against  die 
Federal  Government  is  documented  in  Record  Group 
205,  Records  of  the  Court  of  Claims  Section 
(Justice).  Odier  pertinent  records  of  the  Department 


are  in  Records  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
(RG  65);  Records  of  U.S.  Attorneys  and  Marshals 
(RG  118);  Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  (RG 
129);  Records  of  the  Office  of  the  Pardon  Attorney 
(RG  204);  Records  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
(RG  206);  and  after  1940,  Records  of  the  Immigra¬ 
tion  and  Naturalization  Service  (RG  85). 

60.10  Related  records  are  in  various  record 
groups  including  General  Records  of  die  U.S. 
Government  (RG  11);  Records  of  District  Courts  of 
the  United  States  (RG  21);  Records  of  the  United 
States  Senate  (RG  46);  Records  of  the  Office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  (RG  48);  Records  of  the 
United  States  Court  of  Claims  (RG  123);  Records  of 
the  United  States  House  of  Representatives  (RG  233); 
Records  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
(RG  267);  and  Records  of  the  United  States  Courts  of 
Appeals  (RG  276). 

60.11  Editorial  Note:  The  records  discussed 
below  are  divided  into  three  sections;  the  records  of 
the  Attorney  General’s  Office  for  the  period  1790- 
1870;  the  general  records  and  records  of  units  of  the 
Department  of  Justice,  beginning  in  1870;  and  per¬ 
sonnel  records  spanning  both  periods.  Many  records 
included  in  Record  Group  60  originated  after  1912, 
and  they  are  not  described  here.  Unless  otherwise 
noted,  series  consisting  of  records  that  originated 
prior  to  1913  but  extending  beyond  that  date  are  des¬ 
cribed  in  their  entirety;  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
determine  what  part  of  such  series  relates  to  the  pre- 
1913  period.  Cartographic  records  are  described  in 
conjunction  with  the  appropriate  textual  records, 
although  most  cartographic  records  are  maintained 
apart  from  the  textual  records.  Photographic  records 
filed  separately  consist  of  a  single  album  of  photo¬ 
graphs  (see  60.91). 


RECORDS  OF  THE 
ATTORNEY  GENERAL’S  OFFICE 

60.12  When  William  Wirt  became  Attorney 
General  in  1817,  he  found  no  records  or  documen¬ 
tation  to  inform  him  of  the  actions  of  his  eight 
predecessors.  This  condition,  which  was  subsequent¬ 
ly  overcome  in  part  by  obtaining  documents  from 
other  Government  offices  or  other  sources,  was 
probably  caused  by  the  fact  that  Congress  did  not 
provide  office  space  or  a  clerk  for  the  Attorney 
General  until  1818.  Wirt  established  a  recordkeeping 
system  that  included  files  of  incoming  papers,  an 


2 


opinion  book  series,  and  a  letter  book  series.  In 
1883,  however,  one  of  Wirt’s  successors  noted  in  his 
annual  report  that  the  records  of  the  Attorney 
General’s  Office  were  "without  system  or  order, 
subject  to  loss  and  destruction.  They  should  be 
collated  in  order  of  time,  filed  and  labeled  so  as  to  be 
of  easy  reference...."  This  recommendation  was 
repeated  in  1884  and  1885.  Subsequent  attempts 
were  made  by  the  Attorney  General’s  staff  to  bring 
some  order  to  the  collection  of  pre-1871  records 
known  as  the  "Attorney  General’s  Papers,"  but  the 
present  arrangement  of  the  records  has  been  largely 
determined  by  decisions  of  the  National  Archives 
staff. 

General  Records 

60.13  Five  series  of  records  relate  to  opinions 
rendered  during  the  period  1790-1870;  with  one 
exception,  noted  below,  these  series  are  all  arranged 
chronologically  by  date  of  opinion.  Opinions  on 
legal  questions,  1790-1870  (7  ft.),  consist  of 
originals,  copies,  and  drafts  of  opinions  furnished  to 
the  President  and  heads  of  executive  departments  by 
the  Attorney  General.  Some  of  the  early  documents 
are  reproduced  in  National  Archives  Microfilm 
Publication  T326,  Letters  From  and  Opinions  of  the 
Attorneys  General,  1791-1811  (1  roll).  Included  in 
this  series  are  copies  of  opinions  rendered  during 
certain  periods  from  1845  to  1853  that  are  not 
recorded  in  the  opinion  books,  1817-70  (17  vols.,  3 
ft.).  The  opinion  book  volumes  contain  fair  copies  of 
opinions  on  legal  questions  given  by  the  Attorney 
General  to  the  President  and  heads  of  executive 
departments.  The  early  part  of  this  series  is  available 
as  National  Archives  Microfilm  Publication  T412, 
Opinions  of  the  Attorney  General,  1817-32  (3  rolls). 
Requests  for  opinions  were  entered  in  a  record  of 
summaries  of  opinions,  1853-57  (2  vols.,  2  in.). 
The  entries,  arranged  chronologically  by  date  of 
request  for  opinion,  show  source,  date,  and  subject  of 
request,  and  date  and  summary  of  reply. 

60.14  Title  opinions,  1842-68  (5  in.),  consist  of 
drafts  of  opinions  furnished  to  heads  of  executive 
departments  as  to  whether  proposed  conveyances  of 
land  to  the  United  States  would  give  the  United  States 
valid  title  to  the  land.  Title  opinion  books,  1841-70 
(2  vols.,  5  in.),  contain  fair  copies  of  opinions  on 
titles  to  lands  or  sites  for  Federal  public  works, 
buildings,  and  other  purposes  under  a  joint  resolution 
of  Congress  of  September  11,  1941.  No  copies  of 


opinions  are  found  for  the  period  1842  to  1853.  The 
first  volume  includes  an  index  by  name  of  person 
receiving  the  opinion  or  location  of  land. 

60.15  Letters  received,  1809-70  (62  ft.),  from 
the  President,  heads  of  executive  departments,  other 
Federal  officials  in  Washington  and  in  the  field,  State 
officials,  and  private  citizens  are  arranged  by  source 
and  thereunder  chronologically.  Part  of  the  file  is 
arranged  by  State  or  Territory,  with  separate  seg¬ 
ments  for  those  listed  below.  The  beginning  dates  of 
the  correspondence  are  shown  in  parentheses. 

Arizona  Territory  (1861) 

Arkansas  (1824) 

California  (1846)  [letters  concerning 
California  land  claims  were  filed 
separately,  see  60.27] 

Colorado  Territory  (1861) 

Dakota  Territory  (1861) 

Idaho  Territory  (1863) 

Iowa  (1842) 

Kansas  (1850) 

Louisiana  (1815) 

Minnesota  (1853) 

Missouri  (1824) 

Montana  Territory  (1864) 

Nebraska  (1853) 

Nevada  (1861) 

New  Mexico  Territory  (1853) 

Oregon  (1817) 

Texas (1848) 

Utah  Territory  (1853) 

Washington  Territory  (1855) 

Wyoming  Territory  (1869) 

The  letters  concern  such  subjects  as  the  following: 
interpretations  of  treaties,  including  Indian  treaties; 
courts,  including  courts-martial;  claims  against  the 
United  States;  public  land  problems,  including  the 
validity  of  French  and  Spanish  land  grants  in  the 
Louisiana  Territory  and  Florida;  Territorial  govern¬ 
ment;  banks  and  banking;  customs  laws  violations; 
piracy;  slavery  and  the  slave  trade;  and  the  Civil  War 
and  Reconstruction.  Comparatively  few  letters  are 
dated  before  1818. 

60.16  The  incoming  letters  are  recorded  in 
registers  of  letters  received,  1809-63  (3  vols.,  7 
in.).  Entries  for  the  letters  received  show  date  of 
letter,  surname  of  writer,  date  received,  action  taken, 
number  of  letter,  subject,  and  remarks.  The  entries 
are  arranged  by  source  (executive  department,  the 
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President,  Federal  field  official,  State  official,  and 
private  citizen)  and  diereunder  chronologically  by 
date  of  letter.  It  also  appears  that  at  some  time  after 
1885,  the  staff  of  die  Attorney  General’s  Office  used 
these  volumes  to  establish  control  over  a  portion  of 
the  "Attorney  General’s  Papers."  The  papers  were 
arranged  chronologically  without  regard  to  the  types 
of  documents  involved,  then  numbered  and  listed  by 
number  in  these  registers.  Beginning  on  page  39  of 
the  first  volume  is  a  chronological  listing  of  a 
miscellaneous  group  of  150  entries  from  various 
sources,  presumably  representing  documents  found 
after  the  first  group  of  documents  was  numbered.  As 
a  result,  most  entries  in  die  registers  refer  to  letters 
received,  but  some  refer  to  odier  documents  found 
among  the  Attorney  General’s  Papers.  Also  available 
is  a  second  set  of  registers  of  letters  received,  Mar. 
2,  1861-Dec.  31,  1870  (3  vols.,  6  in.). 

60.17  For  a  relatively  brief  period,  weekly  lists 
of  "Letters  from  Judges,  District  Attorneys,  and 
Marshals,  with  some  odier  incidental  matters,  for  die 
consideration  of  the  Attorney"  were  prepared.  These 
lists  ("Tabular  Statement")  of  certain  letters 
received,  July  7,  1862-Jan.  28,  1864  (2  in.),  are 
arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  list.  The  entries 
on  each  list  are  arranged  by  date  of  letter  and  show 
date,  surname  of  writer,  and  subject  of  letter. 

60.18  Record  copies  of  outgoing  letters  are 
divided  among  several  series,  all  of  which  are 
arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  document. 
General  letter  books,  1818-70  (14  vols.,  3  ft.), 
contain  fair  copies  of  letters  from  die  Attorney 
General  to  the  President,  heads  of  executive 
departments,  U.S.  attorneys  and  marshals,  judges, 
clerks  of  courts,  State  officials,  and  private  citizens. 
The  subject  matter  is  similar  to  that  of  the  letters 
received  (60.15).  These  volumes  are  reproduced  as 
part  of  National  Archives  Microfilm  Publication 
M699,  Letters  Sent  by  the  Department  of  Justice: 
General  and  Miscellaneous,  1818-1904  (81  rolls). 
Prior  to  1870  most  letters  sent  were  copied  into  diese 
general  letter  books,  but  several  gaps  exist,  including 
a  large  one  from  October  1,  1850,  to  May  25,  1857. 
Copies  of  some  of  die  missing  letters  may  be  found 
among  die  drafts  and  copies  of  letters  sent  by  die 
Attorney  General  diat  make  up  die  unbound  letters 
sent,  1793;  1839-70  (2  ft.). 

60.19  Also  missing  from  die  general  letter  books 
are  letters  to  die  Solicitor  of  die  Treasury  which 
were  compiled  in  a  separate  volume.  The  Attorney 
General’s  letters  sent  to  the  Solicitor  of  the 


Treasury,  June  11,  1830-Apr.  4,  1842  (1  vol.,  1 
in.),  give  advice  and  direction  concerning  suits  for 
the  recovery  of  debts  owed  to  the  United  States  and 
notify  the  Solicitor  General  of  the  results  of  proceed¬ 
ings  in  such  suits  before  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

60.20  From  1861  to  1867,  letters  instructing  U.S. 
attorneys  and  marshals  in  the  performance  of  dieir 
official  duties  were  included  in  the  general  letter 
books.  Beginning  in  1867,  fair  and  carbon  copies  of 
such  letters  were  compiled  in  instruction  books, 
1867-70  (2  vols.,  5  in.),  a  series  that  was  continued 
by  the  staff  of  the  new  Department  of  Justice.  These 
volumes  are  reproduced  as  National  Archives 
Microfdm  Publication  M701,  Letters  Sent  by  the 
Department  of  Justice:  Instructions  to  U.S.  Attorneys 
and  Marshals,  1867-1904  (212  rolls). 

60.21  Filed  with  the  various  series  of  letters  sent 
are  copies  of  the  Attorney  General’s  reports  to  the 
President,  1853-58  (2  in.),  on  such  subjects  as  the 
need  for  Federal  courthouses,  prisons,  and  public 
offices  to  transact  judicial  business. 

Miscellaneous  Records 

60.22  Fiscal  records  relating  to  expenses  of  die 
Attorney  General’s  Office  and  salaries  of  Department 
employees  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  miscellaneous 
records  aldiough  one  series  identified  as  Supreme 
Court  case  papers,  ca.  1809-ca.  1870,  1872-82  (6 
ft.),  consists  of  transcripts  of  record  of  cases  in  die 
lower  courts,  briefs,  memorandums,  opinions,  and 
other  papers.  These  records  are  arranged  alphabet¬ 
ically  by  surname  of  die  party  opposed  to  die  United 
States.  The  most  relevant  of  the  accounting  records 
is  an  account  book,  Mar.  4,  1857-Mar.  31, 1859  (1 
vol.,  1  in.),  diat  covers  cash  accounts  for  such 
matters  as  salaries  and  defense  in  California  land 
claims.  The  entries  in  this  volume  are  arranged  by 
type  of  expenditure  involved  and  diereunder  chrono¬ 
logically  by  date  of  expenditure.  The  volume  is 
indexed  by  type  of  account. 

60.23  The  series  unidentified  papers,  1795-1870 
(2  ft.),  consists  chiefly  of  documents  diat  became 
separated  from  dieir  letters  of  transmittal.  Some  of 
die  earliest  papers  are  copies.  Most  of  die  documents 
are  arranged  in  rough  chronological  order,  widi 
undated  documents  at  the  end.  Two  general  headings 
diat  have  been  established  to  categorize  some  of  die 
documents  do  provide  a  frame  of  reference  diat 
makes  it  feasible  to  mention  a  few  specific  items  of 
interest.  Among  die  documents  filed  under  die 
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heading  "Notes,  Memos,  and  Briefs  on  Cases"  are 
the  following: 

[1853]  Statement  regarding  claims  of 
several  citizens  of  Missouri  against  the  Pottawatomi 
Indians. 

[1856]  A  folder  labeled  "ca.  1856"  contain¬ 
ing  an  8-page  memorandum  on  the  validity  of  the 
claim  of  Pelage  Farribault  to  an  island  at  the  junction 
of  the  Minnesota  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  and  a  mem¬ 
orandum  as  to  "what  constitutes... a  military  Post" 
under  an  act  of  1856  governing  the  assignment  of 
hospital  stewards. 

[1857]  Note  on  the  case  of  J.W.  Whitfield 
and  Daniel  Woodson  regarding  compensation  for 
serving  as  Register  and  Receiver,  respectively,  for 
the  sale  of  lands  ceded  by  the  Delaware  Indians  under 
the  treaty  of  May  6,  1854. 

[1859]  Synopsis  of  letters  relative  to  affairs 
in  Utah  Territory. 

[1867]  Documents  relating  to  the  claim  of 
Robert  M.  Jones  for  a  refund  of  taxes  paid  on  cotton 
he  raised  in  the  Choctaw  Nation.  Included  is  an 
abstract  of  "cotton  laws  and  precedents." 

Filed  under  the  heading  "Copies  of  Documents  in 
Various  Cases"  is  a  folder  containing  copies  of  the 
opinion  and  judgment  of  the  Court  against  the  United 
States  in  the  case  of  "Municipality  No.  1  v.  the 
United  States,  State  of  Louisiana  Intervening," 
relating  to  the  ownership  of  the  land  on  which  the 
Custom  House  in  New  Orleans  was  built. 

Records  Relating  to  California  Land  Claims 

60.24  The  United  States  acquired  title  to  all 
public  land  in  California  when  Mexico  ceded  that 
territory  to  the  United  States  under  the  Treaty  of 
Guadelupe  Hidalgo  at  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War. 
The  extent  of  the  public  land  involved  depended  upon 
the  validity  of  land  claims  antedating  die  treaty.  On 
March  3,  1851,  Congress  authorized  die  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  diree-member  Board  of  Commissioners 
"for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  settling  every 
private  claim  to  land  widiin  California  based  upon 
right  or  title  derived  from  die  Spanish  or  Mexican 
Government"  (9  Stat.  631). 

60.25  The  decisions  of  the  Board  of  Commis¬ 
sioners  were  to  be  reported  to  die  U.S.  attorney  of 
die  district  concerned.  The  United  States  or  any 
claimant  then  had  6  months  to  appeal,  first  to  die 


Federal  district  court  and  dien  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court.  In  1852  Congress  provided  that  the  Attorney 
General  should  be  responsible  for  the  appeals  to  the 
district  courts  as  well  as  those  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
Two  certified  transcripts  of  the  record  in  each  case 
were  to  be  prepared.  One  was  to  be  filed  with  the 
clerk  of  the  proper  Federal  district  court  in 
California;  the  other  was  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Attorney  General,  whose  duty  it  was  to  examine  the 
records  in  cases  decided  adversely  to  the  United 
States  and  notify  the  court  in  California  within  6 
months  after  the  receipt  of  each  transcript  whedier  the 
Government  would  prosecute  an  appeal. 

60.26  Before  the  Board  of  Commissioners  com¬ 
pleted  its  work  in  March  1856  it  had  acted  on  813 
claims  to  more  than  12  million  acres  of  land,  includ¬ 
ing  much  of  the  most  valuable  land  in  the  State. 
Litigation  then  began  in  the  courts,  as  the  Board’s 
decisions  were  contested  by  the  Government  and  set¬ 
tlers  on  the  land  or  by  the  claimants.  From  1856  to 
1880  claims’  work  constituted  a  major  responsibility 
of  die  Attorney  General.  In  1880,  612  of  die  claims 
stood  confirmed,  178  rejected,  19  discontinued,  and 
4  still  pending.  The  records  of  the  Board  of  Com¬ 
missioners  for  California  Land  Claims,  U.S.  Land 
Commission  for  California  are  in  Record  Group  49, 
Records  of  die  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

60.27  Case  entries  recorded  in  dockets,  1854-58 
(4  vols.,  6  in.),  document  die  history  of  each  claim. 
The  entries,  arranged  numerically  by  docket  number 
assigned  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  show  the 
Board  number  in  black  ink,  die  district  court  number 
in  red  ink,  the  name  of  the  claimant,  the  name  of  the 
tract  of  land  claimed,  and  each  step  in  the  progress  of 
the  case.  Docket  entry  number  1  covers  John  C. 
Frdmont’s  claim  to  "Las  Mariposas"  in  die  San 
Joaquin  Valley;  entry  92  is  for  John  A.  Sutter’s  claim 
to  "New  Helvetia."  Certified  fair  copies  of  tran¬ 
scripts  of  proceedings  before  the  Board  of  Com¬ 
missioners,  1851-56  (125  ft.),  arranged  numerically 
by  docket  number,  consist  of  English  and  Spanish 
copies  of  documents  relating  to  die  granting  of  land 
to  die  claimants  by  the  Spanish  and  Mexican  Govern¬ 
ments,  correspondence,  maps,  testimony,  and  deci¬ 
sions  of  the  Board.  Also  included  are  transmittal 
letters  for  the  transcripts.  Many  of  die  transcripts  are 
missing.  Case  fdes,  1853-70  (6  ft.),  arranged  nu¬ 
merically  by  docket  number,  consist  of  law  assistants’ 
reports  to  die  Attorney  General  concerning  whedier 
appeals  of  die  decisions  of  die  Board  of  Commis¬ 
sioners  and  die  district  courts  should  be  taken  by  the 
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United  States,  instructions  by  the  Attorney  General  to 
U.S.  attorneys  as  to  whether  appeals  should  be 
dismissed  or  prosecuted,  press  clippings,  and  mis¬ 
cellaneous  related  papers.  The  file  on  Fremont’s 
claim  includes  copies  of  newspaper  articles  discussing 
related  litigation. 

60.28  Correspondence  on  land  claims,  1853-70 
(4  ft.),  arranged  by  source  or  addressee  of  letter  and 
thereunder  chronologically  by  date  of  letter,  consists 
of  letters  received  from  and  sent  to  Government 
officials.  Members  of  Congress,  special  counsels, 
claimants,  and  others  by  the  Attorney  General’s 
Office.  Opinions  constituting  a  record  of  decisions 
of  U.S.  district  courts,  ca.  1858  (2  vols.,  2  in.), 
arranged  numerically  by  district  court  number,  consist 
of  fair  copies  of  opinions  of  the  Federal  district 
courts  in  California  on  the  validity  of  land  claims 
appealed  to  the  district  courts  from  the  Land  Com¬ 
mission.  Photographs  of  documents  in  the  Mexican 
archives  relating  to  certain  land  claims  make  up  the 
photographic  exhibits,  1861  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  arranged 
by  status  of  case  involved.  The  volume  also  includes 
some  miscellaneous  material  and  a  table  of  contents. 

60.29  Accounting  records,  1855-70  (5  in.),  doc¬ 
ument  some  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  handling  the 
land  claims.  Bills,  statements  of  accounts,  and  other 
documents  are  arranged  in  the  following  groups:  1) 
general  material,  2)  accounts  of  Auguste  Jouan,  and 
3)  accounts  of  Isaac  Hartman.  Documents  within 
each  group  are  arranged  chronologically.  Jouan  and 
Hartman  were  claimants  for  services  in  connections 
with  the  land  claims.  Reference  material  pertaining 
to  Mexican  and  Spanish  legal  procedure,  ca.  1813- 
62  (1  in.),  consists  of  newspaper  clippings  relating  to 
claims  cases;  notes,  memorandums,  and  lists;  and 
Spanish  and  Mexican  laws  and  other  documents 
collected  by  the  Attorney  General’s  Office  in  dealing 
with  the  land  claims.  Included  are  a  copy  of  an  1830 
statistical  census  of  the  Los  Angeles  region,  in 
Spanish;  a  copy  of  an  English  translation  of  an  1825 
"Plan  for  the  regulation  of  the  missions  in  the 
Territories  of  upper  and  lower  California";  and  a 
volume  identified  on  the  spine  as  the  "Journal  of 
Department  Assembly  of  California,  1845." 

Records  of  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Court  of  Claims 

60.30  An  office  for  the  Solicitor  of  the  Court  of 
Claims  was  created  when  the  court  was  established 
by  an  act  of  Congress  of  February  24,  1855,  but  it 


was  abolished  in  1868,  and  its  functions  transferred 
to  the  Attorney  General.  Thereafter,  responsibility 
for  representing  the  Government  before  the  Court  of 
Claims  was  exercised  by  a  separate  unit  of  the 
Department  of  Justice  which  was  known  by  various 
titles  but  designated  in  1937  as  the  Court  of  Claims 
Section  of  the  Claims  Division.  The  records  of  that 
unit  constitute  Record  Group  205,  Records  of  the 
Court  of  Claims  Section  (Justice). 

60.31  Letters  to  the  Solicitor  or  the  Attorney 
General  from  attorneys,  Government  officials,  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  private 
citizens  concerning  the  conduct  of  cases  before  the 
court  involving  claims  against  the  United  States  and 
the  taking  of  testimony  in  those  cases  make  up  the 
letters  received,  June  7,  1855-May  29,  1869  (10 
in.).  These  letters  are  arranged  chronologically  by 
date  of  letter.  Also  chronologically  arranged  are 
drafts  of  letters  sent,  June  11,  1857-Apr.  29,  1862 
(1  in.),  from  the  Solicitor  to  the  Deputy  Solicitor, 
private  attorneys,  and  Government  officials  concern¬ 
ing  the  conduct  of  cases  before  the  court.  Copies  of 
papers  filed  in  these  cases  make  up  case  files, 
1855-70  (2  ft.),  which  are  arranged  alphabetically  by 
surname  of  party  opposed  to  the  United  States. 


RECORDS  OF  THE 
DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

General  Records 

Dockets  and  Opinions 

60.32  Dockets  record  various  kinds  of  cases  that 
were  initiated  between  1885  and  1928.  The  depart¬ 
mental  docket  of  railroad  land-grant  suits  ("Govt. 
Atty.’s  Docket"),  1885-1907  (1  vol.,  2 in.),  compiled 
in  a  volume  labeled  "French  Spoliation,"  lists  cases 
in  the  Federal  courts  instituted  by  the  Department  of 
Justice  at  the  request  of  the  Department  of  the 
Interior.  The  case  entries,  arranged  chronologically 
by  date  of  first  entry  for  the  case,  show  title  of  case, 
judicial  district,  case  number,  Department  file  num¬ 
ber,  land  involved,  and  chronological  entries  of  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  the  case.  The  volume  is  indexed  alpha¬ 
betically  by  name  of  judicial  district  and  thereunder 
by  case. 

60.33  Case  entries  in  the  Departmental  docket  of 
cases  in  circuit  courts  of  appeals,  1892-99  (1  vol., 
2  in.),  in  which  the  United  States  was  a  party  or  had 
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an  interest  are  arranged  chronologically  by  date  of 
first  entry  for  the  case.  Entries  for  each  case  show 
court  involved,  title  of  the  case,  whether  the  case 
came  from  district  court  on  appeal  or  on  a  writ  of 
error  and  when,  Department  file  number,  the  number 
of  case  in  district  court  and  court  of  appeals,  date 
when  appeal  or  writ  of  error  was  directed  and  by 
whom,  amount  and  question  involved,  disposition  of 
the  case,  where  the  case  is  reported,  and  a  chrono¬ 
logical  list  of  proceedings.  Similar  information  is 
found  in  the  docket  of  claims  cases  in  district 
courts,  1895-1925  (2  vols.,  4  in.) 

60.34  Dockets  of  antitrust  and  interstate 
commerce  cases,  1905-10  (4  vols.,  4  in.),  record 
cases  involving  violations  of  the  antitrust  and  inter¬ 
state  commerce  laws.  The  case  entries  are  in  rough 
chronological  order  by  date  of  first  entry  for  the  case. 
Each  volume  is  indexed  alphabetically  by  surname  of 
defendant.  Entries  for  cases  show  number  of  case, 
title  of  case,  judicial  district,  court,  nature  of  case, 
statute  involved,  and  chronological  list  of  proceedings 
in  the  case.  A  related  record,  the  register  of  comp¬ 
laints  of  violations  of  the  antitrust  and  interstate 
commerce  laws,  1906-7  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  shows  date 
of  complaint,  name  of  person  or  firm  filing  the 
complaint,  name  of  firms  against  whom  the  complaint 
was  made,  nature  of  the  complaint,  and  chronological 
list  of  actions  taken  on  the  complaint. 

60.35  Alphabetical  criminal  case  dockets  for 
Wyoming  and  Arkansas,  ca.  1910-ca.  1918  (3  ft.), 
are  compiled  on  4-  by  6-inch  cards  arranged  by  State 
and  thereunder  alphabetically  by  surname  of  defend¬ 
ant.  Case  entries  show  title  of  case,  district,  court, 
seat  of  court,  court  file  number  of  case,  method  of 
commencement  (indictment  or  information),  offense, 
and  chronological  record  of  steps  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  case.  The  docket  for  Arkansas  is  incomplete, 
including  entries  only  for  the  letters  A  through  J. 

60.36  Several  series  relate  to  opinions  given  by 
the  Attorney  General  during  the  period  1870-1937. 
The  Attorney  General  received  letters  requesting 
opinions,  1871-97  (5  1/2  ft.),  on  legal  questions  from 
the  President  and  the  heads  of  the  State,  Treasury, 
War,  Navy,  Interior,  and  Post  Office  Departments. 
These  letters  are  arranged  by  source  and  thereunder 
chronologically  by  date  of  letter.  Some  of  the  letters 
are  recorded  in  chronological  order  in  a  register  of 
requests  for  opinions,  1872-81  (1  vol.,  1/2  in.), 
showing  the  source  of  the  request,  the  date,  the 
subject  of  the  request,  and  occasionally  the  person  to 
whom  the  request  was  referred. 


60.37  The  opinions  are  recorded  chronologically 
by  date  in  opinion  books,  1870-1934  (76  vols.,  12 
ft.),  consisting  of  fair  copies  (1870-90),  typed  copies 
(1890-1904),  and  press  copies  (1870-1934).  Begin¬ 
ning  in  1904  copies  of  opinions  are  also  in  the 
straight  numerical  files  (60.45).  Printed  copies  of  the 
opinions  are  available  in  an  incomplete  set  of  the 
Official  Opinions  of  the  Attorneys  General ,  1789- 
1857;  1869-1912  (27  vols.,  4  ft.),  consisting  of  vol¬ 
umes  1-8  and  13-29,  accompanied  by  the  Digest  of 
the  Opinions  of  the  Attorney  General,  1789-1906 
(2  vols.).  Opinions  on  titles  to  lands  or  sites  for 
Federal  public  works,  buildings,  and  other  purposes 
under  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress  of  September  11, 
1841,  are  recorded  in  title  opinion  books,  1870- 
1903;  1935-37  (56  vols.,  15  ft.).  Each  volume 
contains  an  index  by  addressee  of  opinion  or  location 
of  land.  The  volumes  consist  of  fair  copies  (1870- 
90),  press  copies  (1878-1904),  and  typed  copies 
(1890-1903  and  1935-37). 

Correspondence  and  Related  Records 

60.38  Between  1870  and  1914,  most  incoming 
letters  were  filed  in  one  of  three  large  sets  of  files: 
the  source-chronological  files,  1871-84;  the  year  files, 
1884-1904;  and  the  straight  numerical  files,  1904-74, 
which  include  both  letters  received  and  copies  of 
related  letters  sent.  Before  1904  record  copies  of 
most  letters  sent  were  maintained  in  separate  series. 
Numerous  indexes,  registers,  and  other  control 
documents  were  created  to  provide  easy  retrieval  of 
letters  from  certain  officials  or  relating  to  particular 
subjects.  Because  many  of  these  control  records 
relate  to  both  the  year  files  and  the  straight  numerical 
file,  the  three  series  of  incoming  letters  and  their 
related  records  covering  the  period  1870  to  1937  are 
discussed  as  a  unit  before  attention  is  turned  to  the 
various  series  of  letters  sent,  most  of  which  cover  the 
pre-1904  period. 

60.39  The  source-chronological  files,  1871-84 
(312  ft.),  consist  of  letters  received  from  the 
President;  executive  departments;  Congress;  Federal 
judges,  attorneys,  and  marshals;  State  officials;  and 
the  general  public.  The  letters  are  arranged  by 
source— President,  executive  department,  Congress, 
judicial  district  (usually,  but  not  always,  one  per  State 
or  Territory)— and  thereunder  chronologically. 
Because  letters  relating  to  a  given  topic  often  came 
from  several  sources,  information  on  a  subject  such 
as  cowboy  disturbances  in  Arizona  Territory  is  found 


7 


in  letters  filed  under  the  following  source  headings: 
President,  State,  and  War.  In  general,  letters  consti¬ 
tuting  this  series  cover  a  variety  of  subjects  connected 
with  legal  matters:  civil  rights;  internal  revenue  and 
customs;  natural  resources  and  the  public  domain; 
regulation  of  trade,  commerce,  and  transportation; 
maintenance  of  neutrality;  special  classes  of  claims 
involving  the  United  States;  the  defense  and  super¬ 
vision  of  public  officers;  protection  of  the  rights  and 
property  of  the  United  States;  and  other  topics.  The 
letters  also  cover  such  administrative  matters  as  the 
submission  of  statistical  reports,  authorization  of 
expenditures,  retention  of  assistant  counsel,  and  the 
conduct  of  litigation. 

60.40  More  specifically,  the  files  include 
documents  relating  to  various  subjects  such  as 
Reconstruction  in  the  South,  lawlessness  and  law 
enforcement  in  the  West,  the  "Whiskey  Ring,"  the 
Star  Route  cases,  timber  cutting  on  public  lands, 
railroads,  the  Mormons  in  Utah,  and  relations  with 
Indians.  For  example,  among  the  letters  from  Utah 
Territory,  are  many  relating  to  the  Mountain 
Meadows  Massacre  in  1857,  while  the  letters  from 
Arizona  Territory  contain  several  relating  to  the 
massacre  of  friendly  Indians  near  Camp  Grant  in 
1871.  With  the  latter  is  a  manuscript  copy  of 
proceedings  and  testimony  documenting  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  100  residents  of  the  Tucson  area  who  were 
indicted  for  participating  in  the  attack.  The  letters 
received,  1871-84,  from  the  judicial  districts  in  the 
following  States  and  Territory  are  reproduced  as  part 
of  these  National  Archives  microfilm  publications: 
Arkansas  (M1418,  5  rolls);  Territory  of  Dakota 
(Ml 535,  3  rolls);  Louisiana  (M940,  6  rolls);  and 
Texas  (M1449,  7  rolls). 

60.41  Access  to  the  source-chronological  files  is 
facilitated  by  a  "Subject  Index,"  July  1870-Sept. 
1884  (10  vols.,  2  ft.).  Entries  in  the  upper  half  of 
the  pages  of  each  volume  are  arranged  alphabetically 
by  subject  of  the  letter;  those  in  the  lower  half,  by 
surname  of  sender.  The  State  in  which  the  judicial 
district  of  the  writer  was  located  was  included  in  the 
subject  entries.  Entries  show  subjects  and  names  in¬ 
volved  in  letters,  names  and  positions  of  writers,  and 
actions  taken.  Subjects,  names,  filing  information, 
and  other  important  data  are  doubly  underscored  in 
red.  Letters  are  recorded  in  registers  of  letters 
received,  1871-84  (87  vols.,  18  ft.),  which  reflect  the 
arrangement  of  the  letters.  Entries  in  the  first  23  vol¬ 
umes  are  arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  letter; 
those  in  the  remaining  64  volumes  by  source,  and 


thereunder  chronologically  by  date  of  letter.  The 
entries  show  date  of  letter,  surname  of  writer,  date  of 
receipt,  subject,  and  other  information  concerning  the 
letter,  such  as  disposition  and  date  of  reply. 

60.42  The  year  files,  1884-1904  (649  ft.),  consist 
of  letters  received  from  the  President;  executive 
departments;  Congress;  Federal  judges,  attorneys, 
and  marshals;  State  officials;  and  the  general  public. 
Included  are  letters  relating  to  law  enforcement  in  the 
West,  timber  cutting  on  public  lands,  frauds  in  Indian 
contracts,  Indian  industrial  schools,  whiskey  traffic 
with  Indians,  suits  to  set  aside  land  patents,  and 
railroads.  Specific  examples  of  the  many  subjects 
covered  by  these  files  are  the  Pullman  Strike  of  1894 
(4017-94);  Chinese  labor  and  related  problems, 
including  anti-Chinese  acts  of  violence  (980-84);  the 
Johnson  County  War  in  Wyoming  (6316-92);  and 
litigation  undertaken  before  the  Court  of  Private  Land 
Claims  (9865-90)  regarding  Spanish-Mexican  land 
grants  in  Colorado  and  New  Mexico,  such  as  the 
Maxwell  Land  Grant  (82-84).  Two  files,  7243-91 
and  1469-98,  contain  documents  concerning  the  trial 
before  the  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  Western 
District  of  Texas  of  William  Sydney  Porter,  a  bank 
teller  accused  of  embezzlement,  and  the  subsequent 
appeal  of  the  case  to  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for 
the  Fifth  Circuit.  Porter,  using  the  pseudonym  O. 
Henry,  later  achieved  considerable  success  as  a 
short-story  writer.  The  letters  received  during  a 
given  year  were  arranged  by  a  numbering  system  in 
which  each  subject  of  correspondence  was  given  a 
file  number,  followed  by  the  year  itself.  Each 
subsequent  letter  received  during  that  year  and 
dealing  with  that  subject  was  assigned  that  file 
number  plus  a  current  (individual)  number  based  on 
its  date  of  receipt.  The  letters  are  filed  in  annual 
segments.  Oversize  enclosures  are  filed  separately. 

60.43  Cartographic  enclosures  to  year  files, 
1884-1903  (100  maps  and  charts),  filed  apart  from 
the  textual  records  because  of  their  large  size,  are 
arranged  in  the  same  manner  as  the  documents  in  the 
year  files  to  which  they  are  related.  A  list  of  the 
material  is  available.  Most  of  the  maps,  blueprints, 
charts,  tables,  and  photostats  this  series  comprises 
were  prepared  as  exhibits  in  particular  cases.  An 
example  is  a  series  of  maps  and  newspaper  articles 
relating  to  the  loss  of  land  during  beach  erosion  at 
Galveston  Bay,  TX,  1891-94  (file  5274/88). 

60.44  The  letters  constituting  the  year  files  are 
recorded  in  registers  of  letters  received,  1882-1903 
(66  vols.,  14  ft.).  The  entries,  arranged  chrono- 
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logically  by  date  of  receipt  of  letter  and  numerically 
by  file  number,  show  date  of  receipt,  year-file 
number,  name  and  position  of  writer,  date  and 
purport  of  letter,  and  action  taken.  Notations  in  red 
ink  indicate  that  a  letter  was  filed  under  the  file 
number  noted  in  red.  A  list  of  miscellaneous  file 
numbers,  1884-95  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  identifies  certain 
documents  in  the  year  files  by  name  of  person,  firm, 
case  title,  or  subject.  An  index  to  files  relating  to 
judicial  district  officials,  1884-1902  (1  vol.,  1  in.), 
identifies  documents  in  the  year  files  that  concern 
administrative  and  legal  matters  in  judicial  districts. 
The  index  shows  name  and  title  of  judge,  attorney, 
marshal,  or  clerk;  file  number;  and  sometimes  the 
subject  of  the  transaction.  The  index  entries  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  State  and  there¬ 
under  by  judicial  district.  Some  entries  are  also 
found  under  "miscellaneous"  and  "banks." 

60.45  Subject  access  to  the  year  files  is  facilitated 
by  several  other  series  of  control  documents  (60.46- 
60.49)  that  also  pertain  to  the  straight  numerical 
files,  1904-74  (2,772  ft.).  These  files  are  arranged 
by  a  filing  system  using  consecutive  numbers  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  number  25013.  Each  case  or  subject, 
when  the  first  papers  on  it  were  filed,  was  given  a 
consecutive  number  with  no  distinction  as  to  class, 
nature,  or  subject.  Each  subsequent  piece  of  corre¬ 
spondence  dealing  with  that  subject,  whether  it  was 
an  incoming  letter  or  a  copy  of  an  outgoing  commun¬ 
ication,  was  given  that  file  number.  For  example,  the 
number  35865  was  assigned  to  a  dozen  items  relating 
to  the  coal  strike  in  Cripple  Creek,  CO,  that  were 
received  during  the  period  June  1904  to  February 
1905;  copies  of  the  Attorney  General’s  replies  are 
attached  to  the  incoming  letters  that  generated  the 
response.  These  straight  numerical  files  succeed  the 
year  files,  and  the  subject  matter  they  cover  for  the 
period  1904-12  is  similar  to  that  in  the  year  files. 
Essentially  a  general  correspondence  file,  since  it 
includes  both  incoming  and  outgoing  letters,  the 
straight-numerical  files  served  as  the  Department  of 
Justice  central  file  from  1904  to  1912,  although 
copies  of  some  letters  sent  were  still  placed  in  bound 
volumes  (60.55).  In  1912  classified  administration 
files  for  judicial  districts  were  established,  and 
classified  subject  files  were  begun  in  1914.  The  two 
classified  files  gradually  replaced  the  straight 
numerical  files,  which  came  to  be  used  for  materials 
that  could  not  properly  be  placed  in  the  classified 
subject  files.  Like  the  oversize  enclosures  to  the  year 
files,  the  oversize  enclosures  that  accompanied 


documents  in  the  straight  numerical  files  are  filed 
separately. 

60.46  Filed  apart  from  the  textual  records  are  the 
cartographic  enclosures,  1904-37  (1,000  maps  and 
charts),  which  are  arranged  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  files  in  the  straight  numerical  files  to  which  they 
relate.  These  records  consist  of  maps,  tables,  charts, 
blueprints,  and  photostats,  most  of  which  were  pre¬ 
pared  as  exhibits  in  particular  cases.  Two  examples 
of  the  types  of  material  making  up  the  enclosures  are 
the  following:  photocopies  of  maps  of  Spanish  land 
grants  in  the  American  Southwest,  some  surveyed  in 
the  1890’s  (file  210663);  and  photocopies  of  muster 
rolls  of  Creek  Indians  removed  to  Indian  Territory 
(file  231017).  The  original  muster  rolls  are  among 
the  Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (RG  75). 
A  list  of  cartographic  material  is  available. 

60.47  The  chief  means  of  accessing  the  corre¬ 
spondence  is  the  "index  to  letters  received"  in  the 
year  and  straight  numerical  files,  Sept.  1884-June 
1908  (49  vols.,  14  ft.).  The  entries  are  arranged  1) 
alphabetically  by  surname  or  title  of  writer  and  there¬ 
under  chronologically  by  date  of  receipt  of  letter;  and 
2)  beginning  about  1894  by  type  of  correspondent 
(generally  President,  executive  departments,  U.S. 
attorney  or  marshal,  State  or  Territory,  and  miscel¬ 
laneous)  and  alphabetically  by  surname  or  title  of 
writer  under  the  heading  "Miscellaneous."  Entries 
show  name  or  title  of  writer,  date  and  purport  of 
letter,  and  file  number.  The  later  volumes  include 
the  date  of  reply  and  often  the  initials  of  the  person 
making  the  reply.  Covering  the  same  period  but  ar¬ 
ranged  by  judicial  district  or  subject  are  indexes  to 
year  and  straight  numerical  files,  ca.  1884-1908  (4 
vols.,  3  in.).  These  alphabetical  indexes  are  chiefly 
to  administrative  matters,  such  as  those  relating  to 
accounts  of  Federal  judges,  attorneys,  and  marshals, 
but  also  to  miscellaneous  subjects.  Relating  solely  to 
the  straight  numerical  files  is  the  card  index  to 
letters  received  and  sent,  July  1908-June  1910  (77 
ft.),  which  was  compiled  on  4-  by  6-inch  cards.  The 
entries  are  arranged  by  type  of  document  (incoming 
letters  and  outgoing  letters,  orders,  and  circulars), 
thereunder  alphabetically  by  source  or  addressee,  and 
thereunder  chronologically.  Entries  show  name  of 
person  from  whom  letter  was  received  or  to  whom  it 
was  written,  subject,  date  of  letter,  file  number,  date 
of  receipt,  action  taken  on  letters  received,  and 
initials  of  writers  of  letters  sent.  Those  letters  sent, 
1904-8,  that  are  included  in  the  straight  numerical 
files  are  indexed  separately  (60.55). 
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60.48  Several  subject  card  indexes  cover  two 
filing  systems,  identifying  documents  in  both  the  year 
files  and  the  straight  numerical  files  that  relate  to 
topics  of  administrative  significance.  Unless  other¬ 
wise  noted,  card  indexes  are  on  4-  by  6-inch  cards. 
The  card  index  to  records  relating  to  administra¬ 
tion  of  judicial  districts,  1884-ca.  1912  (7  ft.),  is 
compiled  on  3-  by  5 -inch  cards  and  shows  title  and 
name  of  official  in  a  particular  judicial  district  and 
file  number  of  year  file  or  straight  numerical  file 
containing  letters  received  from  that  official.  Includ¬ 
ed  are  cards  forjudges,  U.S.  attorneys  and  marshals, 
assistant  U.S.  attorneys,  commissioners,  clerks  of 
courts,  deputy  clerks,  and  jury  commis-sioners.  The 
cards  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  judicial  district 
and  thereunder  alphabetically  by  title  and  surname  of 
official.  A  card  index  to  customs  cases,  ca.  1886- 
ca.  1908  (3  ft.),  shows  the  name  of  the  person  or 
firm  involved,  the  judicial  district  in  which  the  case 
was  located,  the  number  of  the  case  in  the  district, 
the  kind  of  goods  concerned,  and  the  file  number  of 
the  related  year  or  straight  numerical  file.  The  cards 
are  arranged  alphabetically  by  surname  of  person  or 
name  of  firm.  The  card  index  to  Chinese  Exclusion 
Act  cases,  ca.  1886-ca.  1908  (1  ft.),  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically  by  surname,  showing  the  names  of  persons 
involved  in  the  case,  subject  matter  of  die  case,  judi¬ 
cial  district,  and  file  number  of  related  year  or 
straight  numerical  file. 

60.49  Three  indexes  concern  specific  groups  of 
officials.  Arranged  alphabetically  by  surname,  a 
card  index  to  files  on  U.S.  commissioners,  ca. 
1886-1910  (4  ft.),  provides  the  name  of  the  commis¬ 
sioner  (now  called  a  U.S.  magistrate)  who  was  simi¬ 
lar  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  a  State  judicial  system; 
the  judicial  district;  and  the  number  of  the  year  or 
straight  numerical  file  relating  to  the  commissioner. 
The  card  index  to  files  on  Federal  judges  and 
clerks  of  courts,  ca.  1889-1912  (1  ft.),  arranged 
alphabetically  by  surname,  shows  the  name  of  die 
person  and  court  involved  and  lists  the  subject  matter 
of  the  correspondence  and  die  year  or  straight  numer¬ 
ical  file  number  concerned.  Similar  information  is 
found  in  the  card  index  to  files  on  U.S.  attorneys 
and  marshals,  ca.  1900-12  (3  ft.),  which  covers  cor¬ 
respondence  with  U.S.  attorneys,  assistant  attorneys, 
marshals,  and  deputy  marshals. 

60.50  Also  relating  to  both  die  year  files  and  die 
straight  numerical  files  is  a  record  of  cases  against 
the  United  States,  ca.  1884-1908  (1  vol.,  1/2  in.), 
which  lists  cases  brought  against  the  United  States  by 


deputy  marshals  and  elections  supervisors  concerning 
expenses  of  supervision  of  elections.  Entries  show 
judicial  district,  name  of  plaintiff,  and  file  number. 
A  card  index  to  pure  food  and  meat  inspection  acts 
cases,  ca.  1908-ca.  1919  (7  ft.),  identifies  relevant 
documents  in  the  straight  numerical  files.  Arranged 
alphabetically  by  surname  of  person  or  name  of  firm, 
entries  show  name  of  person  or  firm  involved,  subject 
matter  of  case,  judicial  district,  and  appropriate  file 
number. 

60.51  Records  filed  in  the  straight  numerical  files 
and  the  classified  subject  files,  1914-49  (13,897  ft.), 
are  identified  by  a  card  index  to  general 
Department  files,  ca.  1910-20  (85  ft.).  Entries  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  surname  of  person  or 
name  of  firm  and  show  the  subject  of  the  file,  the 
judicial  district,  and  the  appropriate  file  number.  The 
Department’s  classified  subject  files  consist  of  (1) 
records  created  by  die  various  divisions  of  die 
Department  in  carrying  out  dieir  responsibilities  in 
matters  arising  under  U.S.  laws  and  on  which  legal 
action  was  taken  or  considered,  and  (2)  records 
created  on  administrative  concerns  relating  to  the 
Department  and  its  subordinate  units.  Aldiough  most 
of  the  textual  records  that  make  up  die  classified 
subject  files  do  not  begin  until  1914,  earlier  records 
assembled  in  the  course  of  handling  administrative 
matters  are  sometimes  incorporated  into  these  files. 
Examples  are  records  relating  to  die  activities  of 
marshals  and  deputies  in  protecting  U.S.  property  in 
the  States  and  Territories  during  the  1894  Pullman 
Strike  (File  16-1,  various  parts)  and  to  Frank  Warner 
Angel’s  investigation  of  die  death  of  John  H.  Tunstall 
and  the  troubles  in  Lincoln  County,  NM,  1878-79 
(File  44-4-8-3,  "Historical  Records"  and  "Special" 
sections).  Some  earlier  documents  are  also  included 
in  the  cartographic  enclosures  to  classified  subject 
files,  1908-49  (4,000  maps  and  charts),  filed  apart 
from  the  textual  records.  Among  the  documents  are 
tables  listing  mining  companies  in  Colorado,  showing 
locations,  dates  of  contracts,  and  amounts  of  gold, 
silver,  copper,  or  lead  mined,  1908-12  (file  60-27-0). 

60.52  Also  relating  to  the  straight  numerical  files 
and  the  classified  subject  files  are  record  slips, 
1910-67  (3,623  ft.),  arranged  in  chronological 
periods,  of  which  only  die  first,  1910-20  (499  ft.),  is 
relevant.  Within  diis  chronological  segment  die  slips 
are  arranged  by  source  of  letter  received  or  addressee 
of  letter  sent,  and  thereunder  chronologically  by  date 
of  letter.  Slips  for  letters  received  show  date,  writer, 
subject,  person  the  letter  was  referred  to,  date  of 
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reply,  and  file  number.  Slips  for  letters  sent  show 
date,  initials  of  writer,  name  or  position  of  addressee, 
subject,  and  file  number.  The  record  slips  are  helpful 
in  accessing  the  judicial  district  administration 
files,  1910-69  (193  ft.),  which  are  arranged  by  a 
subject-numeric  system  known  as  the  Administrative 
Classification.  The  files  consist  of  correspondence 
between  the  Department  and  U.S.  attorneys,  U.S. 
marshals,  and  clerks  of  courts  relating  to  judicial  dis¬ 
trict  matters,  such  as  the  creation  of  new  judicial 
districts,  appointments  and  resignations,  expenses, 
charges  against  officers,  political  activities,  and  the 
examination  of  officials. 

60.53  In  some  instances,  letters  received  relating 
to  particular  subjects  were  filed  separately.  One 
example  is  the  relatively  small  collection  of  letters 
received  concerning  the  Columbian  Exposition, 
1893  (6  in.),  arranged  in  rough  chronological  order 
and  consisting  of  letters  to  the  Attorney  General  and 
letters  to  the  President  that  were  referred  to  the 
Attorney  General  which  opposed  opening  the  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition  grounds  on  Sundays.  Another 
example  is  the  extensive  group  of  letters  received 
relating  to  judiciary  accounts,  1849-89  (337  ft.), 
which  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  State,  there¬ 
under  by  judicial  district,  and  thereunder  chronolog¬ 
ically.  Included  are  papers  received  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  who  exercised  the  accounting  function 
until  1870,  and  by  the  Attorney  General,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  administration  of  the  judiciary  fund  and 
the  supervision  of  the  accounts  of  U.S.  attorneys, 
marshals,  clerks  of  courts,  and  other  judicial  district 
officers.  These  documents  are  recorded  in  registers 
of  letters  received  on  judiciary  accounts,  1849-87 
(68  vols.,  11  ft.).  The  volumes  are  divided  into  two 
sets:  Entries  in  the  volumes  covering  the  entire  time 
period,  1849-87,  are  arranged  by  the  source  of  letter 
(Congress,  executive  department,  miscellaneous, 
judicial  district)  and  thereunder  chronologically  by 
date  of  letter;  entries  in  the  second  set  of  volumes, 
beginning  April  21,  1855,  are  chronological  by  date 
of  letter  (1855-87)  and  show  date  of  letter,  name  of 
writer,  subject,  and  occasionally  other  information 
such  as  disposition  of  the  letter. 

60.54  The  letters  sent  concerning  judiciary 
expenses,  1849-84  (24  vols.,  2  ft.),  form  one  of 
several  sets  of  letters  that  relate  to  particular  subjects 
or  are  directed  to  specific  officials.  These  fair  copies 
of  letters  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  1849- 
70  (vols.  1-17),  and  by  the  Attorney  General  and 
other  officers  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  1870-84 


(vols.  1-7),  concern  the  administration  of  the 
judiciary  fund  and  the  supervision  of  the  accounts  of 
clerks,  other  officers  of  U.S.  courts,  U.S.  marshals, 
and  U.S.  attorneys.  The  Interior  Department  vol¬ 
umes,  transferred  to  the  Justice  Department  with  the 
accounting  function,  are  the  more  comprehensive  and 
interesting  because  all  outgoing  letters  relating  to  the 
subject,  whether  addressed  to  the  President,  to  heads 
of  executive  departments,  Members  of  Congress,  or 
those  whose  accounts  of  expenditures  were  involved, 
were  copied  into  this  series.  The  Justice  Department, 
on  the  other  hand,  filed  record  copies  of  many  out¬ 
going  letters  concerning  the  judiciary  fund  among  its 
various  series  of  letter  books  arranged  by  addressee, 
and  restricted  these  judiciary  account  books  almost 
entirely  to  letters  to  the  court  officers  whose  accounts 
were  involved.  The  two  sets  of  volumes  are  repro¬ 
duced  in  National  Archives  Microfilm  Publication 
M700,  Letters  Sent  by  the  Department  of  Justice 
Concerning  Judiciary  Expenses,  1849-1884  (24  rolls). 
Letters  are  entered  in  the  volumes  chronologically 
with  each  volume  indexed  alphabetically  by  surname 
or  office  of  addressee  and  name  of  State.  The  letters 
are  also  indexed,  at  least  in  part,  alphabetically  by 
subject  in  two  related  volumes  titled  "Opinions  and 
Decisions"  and  "Court  Rooms,  Rent  and  Furniture," 
which  are  not  part  of  the  microfilm  publication. 

60.55  The  largest  series  of  letters  sent,  the 
general  and  miscellaneous  letter  books,  1870-1913 
(647  vols.,  71  ft.),  consists  chiefly  of  chronologically 
arranged  fair,  press,  and  carbon  copies  of  miscel¬ 
laneous  letters  that  were  not  included  in  the  special 
series  of  letter  books  established  in  1867.  With  the 
discontinuance  in  1904  of  various  special  series  of 
letters  sent  and  of  the  series  of  title  opinions,  this 
general  and  miscellaneous  series  was  expanded  to 
include  the  material  that  had  formerly  gone  into  these 
abandoned  series.  Part  of  this  series  is  reproduced  as 
part  of  National  Archives  Microfilm  Publication 
M699,  Letters  Sent  by  the  Department  of  Justice: 
General  and  Miscellaneous,  1818-1904  (81  rolls). 
Most  of  the  volumes  are  indexed  alphabetically  by 
surname  or  office  of  addressee.  After  1904  a  separ¬ 
ate  "Index  to  Letters  Sent,"  1904-8  (12  vols.,  4  ft.), 
was  maintained  as  well.  Entries  in  these  volumes  are 
arranged  by  year,  thereunder  by  source,  and  there¬ 
under  chronologically.  A  table  of  contents  in  volume 
E  lists  the  pages  for  the  organizations  addressed,  as 
well  as  officers  and  persons  within  the  organizations. 
The  entries  show  the  name  of  person  or  office 
addressed,  the  date,  the  subject,  the  volume  and  page 
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of  the  letter  book  in  which  the  letter  appears,  the 
current  number  of  the  letter  received  to  which  the 
letter  sent  was  a  reply,  and  the  initials  of  the  writer 
of  the  outgoing  letter.  Since  copies  of  these  letters 
were  incorporated  into  the  straight  numerical  files 
(60.45),  the  appropriate  file  numbers  are  also  shown. 

60.56  The  special  series  of  outgoing  communica¬ 
tions  described  below  are  all  arranged  chronologically 
by  date  of  letter.  The  most  extensive  of  these  series 
is  composed  of  fair  and  carbon  copies  of  letters  to  the 
President,  heads  of  executive  departments  and  other 
executive  officials,  and  Members  and  officers  of 
Congress  recorded  in  the  executive  and  congression¬ 
al  letter  books,  Feb.  16,  1871-June  30,  1904  (94 
vols.,  22  ft.).  Each  volume  is  indexed  by  name  of 
executive  department  or  agency,  Senate  or  House  of 
Representatives,  or  judicial  district.  The  letters  con¬ 
cern  such  matters  as  instructions  to  U.S.  attorneys 
and  marshals  and  the  maimer  in  which  they  perform 
their  duties;  appointments  to  office  in  the  Department 
and  the  judiciary;  financial  matters;  legislation  in 
which  the  Department  had  an  interest;  the  initiation 
and  conduct  of  civil  and  criminal  cases;  reports  to 
Congress  on  various  subjects;  questions  and  com¬ 
plaints  by  constituents  referred  to  die  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment  by  Members  of  Congress;  and  recommendations 
to  the  President  regarding  the  approval  of  legislation. 
These  letters  are  reproduced  as  National  Archives 
Microfilm  Publication  M702,  Letters  Sent  by  the 
Department  of  Justice  to  Executive  Officers  and 
Members  of  Congress,  1871-1904  (91  rolls). 

60.57  Copies  of  telegrams  from  officials  of  the 
Department  of  Justice  chiefly  to  U.S.  attorneys  and 
marshals  directing  diem  in  die  performance  of  dieir 
duties  constitute  the  series  of  official  telegrams,  Oct. 
4,  1882-Aug.  29,  1883  (2  vols.,  3  in.).  Unbound 
handwritten  and  typed  official  and  private  tele¬ 
grams,  1882-87  (10  in.),  relate  to  Department 
business  and  to  private  affairs. 

60.58  Letters  sent  concerning  circuit  and 
district  court  suits,  Oct.  16,  1889-May  24, 1905  (13 
vols.,  3  ft.),  consist  of  press  and  carbon  copies  of 
letters  from  the  Attorney  General  to  U.S.  attorneys, 
directing  them  in  die  conduct  in  die  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  civil  suits  in  which  die  United  States 
was  a  defendant,  transmitting  information  or  docu¬ 
ments  to  diem  or  requesting  information  from  diem. 
Also  included  are  letters  to  Government  officials, 
requesting  pertinent  information  or  documents,  and  to 
Members  of  Congress  and  private  citizens,  giving 
information  concerning  die  suits. 


60.59  Letters  sent  to  judges  and  clerks,  Jan.  2, 
1874-June  30,  1904  (34  vols.,  8  ft.),  consist  of  fair 
and  carbon  copies  of  letters  about  relatively  minor 
matters,  such  as  the  transmittal  of  volumes  of  court 
reports,  furnishing  of  transcripts  of  record  in  cases, 
settlement  of  accounts,  and  arrangement  of  leaves  of 
absence.  A  few,  however,  deal  with  such  subjects  as 
charges  against  judges  and  other  court  officials, 
policies  of  judges  on  the  bench,  the  qualifications  of 
applicants  for  judgeships,  the  need  for  legislation,  and 
the  relationship  between  judges  and  the  Attorney 
General  in  the  interpretation  of  law.  This  series  is 
reproduced  as  National  Archives  Microfilm  Publica¬ 
tion  M703,  Letters  Sent  by  the  Department  of  Justice 
to  Judges  and  Clerks,  1874-1904  (34  rolls).  Before 
1874  letters  similar  to  these  were  copied  among  the 
letters  sent  concerning  judiciary  expenses  (60.54)  and 
die  general  and  miscellaneous  letters  sent  (60.18  and 
60.55). 

60.60  Press  copies  of  letters  sent  by  Maj.  Frank 
Strong,  representative  of  the  Department  of  Justice  at 
the  Trans-Mississippi  and  International  Exposition  at 
Omaha,  NE,  1897-1900,  are  among  letters  sent  con¬ 
cerning  expositions,  June  14,  1888-Feb.  24,  1900, 
with  gaps  (3  vols.,  3  in.).  The  letters,  addressed  to 
Federal  and  exposition  officials  and  others,  concern 
arrangements  for  exhibits  at  expositions. 

60.61  Letters  sent  concerning  suspended  land 
entries  and  internal  revenue  compromise  cases, 
Dec.  22,  1893-Feb.  6, 1904  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  consist  of 
press  copies  of  form  letters  to  die  Secretary  of  die 
Interior  and  to  die  Secretary  of  die  Treasury  indi¬ 
cating  diat  die  Attorney  General  had  no  objections 
eidier  to  actions  taken  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  regarding  die  suspension  of 
certain  land  entries  or  to  compromises  of  internal 
revenue  claims  of  the  United  States  proposed  by  the 
Department  of  the  Treasury. 

60.62  Finally,  instruction  books,  1870-1904 
(230  vols.,  59  ft.),  contain  fair  and  carbon  copies  of 
letters  advising  U.S.  attorneys  and  marshals  on  die 
performance  of  dieir  official  duties.  The  letters  are 
entered  chronologically,  and  each  volume  is  indexed 
alphabetically  by  surname  or  office  of  addressee. 
The  letters  are  reproduced  as  part  of  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publication  M701  (60.20). 

Miscellaneous  Records 

60.63  Administrative  orders,  circulars,  and 
memorandums,  1856-1977  (6  vols.  and  loose  papers, 
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59  ft.),  relate  to  all  aspects  of  the  internal  admin¬ 
istration  and  procedures  of  the  Department  and  in¬ 
clude  information  on  policy  and  opinions  of  historical 
interest.  The  earliest  volume  (1856-78)  contains  fair 
copies;  later  volumes  have  documents  pasted  on  the 
pages.  The  materials  are  arranged  chronologically  to 
1907,  thereafter  in  part  numerically  and  in  part 
chronologically.  Two  of  the  three  earlier  volumes 
are  indexed  alphabetically  by  subject.  Three  later 
volumes  (1905-31),  containing  chiefly  numbered 
documents,  are  not  indexed,  although  the  volume  for 
the  period  1906-16  has  a  subject  index  for  some 
unnumbered  circulars.  An  index  to  administrative 
orders,  circulars,  and  memorandums,  1908-52  (7 
ft.),  compiled  on  3-  by  5-inch  cards,  is  arranged  in 
part  by  subject  and  in  part  chronologically.  The 
entries  show  some  or  all  of  die  following  information: 
subject;  file  number;  addressee  (Justice  Department 
or  particular  component);  date;  number  of  order, 
circular,  or  memorandum;  and  official  issuing  die 
order,  circular,  or  memorandum. 

60.64  Miscellaneous  reference  material, 
working  papers,  and  enclosures,  ca.  1870-ca.  1930 
(41  ft.),  arranged  in  rough  chronological  order, 
consist  of  publications,  court  case  papers,  memoran¬ 
dums,  notes,  and  odier  material  not  identified  widi  a 
specific  Department  file.  These  documents  include 
enclosures  that  became  separated  from  transmittal 
letters,  working  papers,  information  copies  of  docu¬ 
ments,  and  reference  material  used  by  employees  in 
their  work.  A  "Record  of  Land  Cases,"  1872-91  (1 
vol.,  2  in.),  shows  name  of  person,  date,  and  name 
of  place.  Entries  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  first 
letter  of  surname.  This  volume  is  not  identified  with 
specific  files,  but  it  may  have  been  intended  as  a 
register. 

Records  of  Officials  and 
Organizational  Units 

Records  of  the  Attorney  General 

60.65  Press  copies  of  confidential  and 
semiofficial  letters  sent,  June  5,  1877-Mar.  21, 
1901,  with  gaps  (5  vols.,  4  in.),  arranged  chrono¬ 
logically,  relate  to  such  matters  as  appointments  to 
office,  legal  opinions,  Federal  courts  cases,  proposed 
legislation,  law  enforcement,  and  civil  service  mat¬ 
ters.  The  addressees  include  the  President,  Members 
of  Congress,  judges,  officials  of  judicial  districts,  and 
special  agents  of  die  Department.  Press  copies  of 


reports  by  the  Attorney  General  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  diat  concern  judgments 
against  the  United  States  in  suits  initiated  under  an  act 
of  Congress  dated  March  3,  1887,  are  among  the 
reports  and  exhibits  of  judgments  in  circuit  and 
district  court  cases,  Apr.  18,  1890-ca.  July  1914  (3 
vols.,  3  in.).  Also  included  are  lists  of  these  judg¬ 
ments  and  exhibits  of  copies  of  the  judgments.  The 
act  related  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  U.S.  Court  of 
Claims,  district  courts,  and  circuit  courts  in  claims 
against  the  United  States.  The  records  are  arranged 
chronologically  by  date  of  report  or  list. 

60.66  Some  information  concerning  pardons,  ap¬ 
pointments  to  offices,  and  passes  on  railroads  can  be 
found  in  the  letters  sent  by  the  Attorney  General’s 
private  secretary,  Mar.  18,  1895-Apr.  18,  1900  (1 
vol.,  1  in.),  to  Members  of  Congress,  Government 
officials,  and  private  citizens.  The  press  copies  are 
arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  letter. 

Records  of  the  Administrative  Division 

60.67  The  Chief  Clerk  was  originally  in  charge 
of  administrative  matters  in  die  Attorney  General’s 
Office  and  later  in  die  Department  of  Justice.  By 
1903  die  duties  of  die  Chief  Clerk  included  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  supervision  of  departmental  employees, 
as  well  as  responsibility  for  official  mail,  depart¬ 
mental  records,  and  die  purchase  of  supplies.  The 
Chief  Clerk’s  administrative  correspondence,  ca. 
1882-1917  (12  vols.  and  loose  papers,  12  ft.), 
includes  bound  copies  of  letters  sent  (1903-14)  and 
unbound  memorandums  and  letters  received.  The  let¬ 
ters  concern  such  matters  as  reporting  on  die  work  of 
U.S.  attorneys,  marshals,  and  odier  judicial  district 
officials;  furnishing  information  concerning  die  legal 
work  of  die  Department  in  response  to  public  inquir¬ 
ies;  and  furnishing  information  for  budget  estimates. 
Each  segment  of  the  series,  both  letters  sent  and 
letters  received,  is  arranged  chronologically  by  date 
of  letter. 

60.68  A  disbursing  clerk  worked  in  the  Attorney 
General’s  Office  as  early  as  1857,  and  one  was 
provided  for  in  the  act  that  established  die  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice.  It  was  not  until  1897,  however,  that 
die  work  load  justified  a  full-time  officer.  In  diat 
year,  following  die  abolition  of  die  fee  system  of 
compensation  for  U.S.  attorneys  and  marshals  in 
1896,  which  greatly  expanded  die  work  of  the  office, 
a  full-time  disbursing  clerk  took  over.  This  clerk 
disbursed  funds  from  more  dian  40  appropriations  for 
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salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Department  and  U.S. 
attorneys,  marshals,  judges,  and  other  officials.  The 
work  diminished  in  1914,  when  marshals  were  made 
disbursing  officers. 

60.69  Early  payrolls,  July  1,  1870-Dec.  1907 
(16  vols.,  3  ft.),  provide  a  record  of  monthly  salary 
payments,  with  the  signatures  of  all  payees  of  the 
Department  of  Justice  in  Washington,  and  other  sal¬ 
ary  payments  through  appropriations  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  Attorney  General.  Due  to  the  growth  of 
the  Department  and  its  functions,  various  payrolls 
gradually  added  to  this  record  include  those  of  Pay  of 
Regular  Assistant  U.S.  Attorneys,  the  Court,  Circuit, 
District,  and  Retired  Judges;  U.S.  District  Attorneys 
and  Regular  Assistants  to  U.S.  District  Attorneys; 
U.S.  Marshals;  Governors  of  Territories,  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  and  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals;  the 
Court  of  Claims;  and  the  Court  of  Private  Land 
Claims.  Commencing  in  July  1896,  Office  Deputy 
Marshals  and  Clerks  to  U.S.  District  Attorneys  were 
added  to  the  rolls.  Most  of  the  foregoing,  with  the 
exception  of  departmental  officers  and  employees  in 
Washington,  who  usually  signed  the  payroll,  were 
paid  by  check,  the  numbers  of  which  are  entered  after 
the  proper  names  on  the  respective  rolls  in  place  of 
signatures. 

60.70  The  record  of  disbursements  and  appro¬ 
priations,  July  1898-Oct.  1907  (4  vols.,  6  in.), 
contains  yearly  entries  for  accounts  of  all  funds 
disbursed  from  appropriations  under  the  control  of  the 
Attorney  General,  grouped  by  appropriations,  with 
the  disbursements  totaled  for  each  appropriation  by 
fiscal  year  and  balanced  with  requisitions.  Each 
volume  is  indexed  alphabetically  by  name  of  appro¬ 
priation.  The  record  of  vouchers  ("Record  of  Con¬ 
tingent  Accounts"  and  "Contingent  and  Miscel¬ 
laneous  Accounts"),  Oct.  1872-Dec.  1879  (4  vols., 
8  in.),  contains  fair  copies  of  the  vouchers  for 
services,  traveling  expenses,  and  supplies.  Entries 
for  each  voucher  include  the  date  of  payment  and  the 
name  of  the  person  or  firm  paid. 

Records  of  the  General  Agent  and 

the  Division  of  Accounts 

60.71  A  General  Agent  was  appointed  by  the 
Attorney  General  in  1877  in  connection  with  the 
administration  of  the  funds  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  Attorney  General  in  1871  for  the  detection  and 
prosecution  of  Federal  crimes,  which  later  included 
frauds  in  the  Office  of  Indian  Affairs  as  well  as 


violations  of  statutes  concerning  trade  with  the 
Indians.  By  1882  the  General  Agent’s  duties  had 
become  fairly  definite,  relating  largely  to  administra¬ 
tive  matters  and  including  the  conduct  of  investiga¬ 
tions  at  the  direction  of  the  Attorney  General,  the 
management  of  matters  relating  to  prisons  and  prison¬ 
ers,  and  the  supervision  of  a  small  force  of  special 
agents  and  examiners.  The  special  agents  were  prin¬ 
cipally  engaged  in  investigations  relating  to  Indian 
matters.  The  examiners  were  primarily  concerned 
with  conducting  investigations,  authorized  by  the 
Congress  since  1878,  into  the  official  acts,  records, 
and  accounts  of  U.S.  attorneys,  marshals,  clerks  of 
courts,  and  other  officers. 

60.72  In  1894  the  newly  organized  Division  of 
Accounts  was  placed  under  the  General  Agent’s 
supervision.  About  1895  the  General  Agent  was  put 
in  charge  of  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
Federal  penal  institutions,  including  the  prisons  that 
were  then  beginning  to  replace  State,  Territorial,  and 
local  prisons  and  jails  as  places  of  detention  for 
Federal  prisoners  convicted  of  serious  offenses. 

60.73  On  October  1,  1907,  an  order  of  the 
Attorney  General  abolished  the  position  of  General 
Agent  and  divided  its  functions  among  a  Chief 
Examiner,  a  Superintendent  of  Prisons  and  Prisoners, 
and  the  Division  of  Accounts.  The  organizations  of 
the  Chief  Examiner  and  the  Superintendent  of  Prisons 
and  Prisoners  evolved  into  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation  and  the  Bureau  of  Prisons,  respectively. 
The  title  of  General  Agent  was  revived  in  1922  for 
the  head  of  the  Division  of  Accounts. 

60.74  Brewster  Cameron  was  appointed  General 
Agent  on  February  1,  1882.  Cameron  had  been  a 
Post  Office  Inspector,  and  two  relevant  series  among 
the  records  of  the  General  Agent  concern  postal 
matters.  Documents  relating  to  Post  Office  con¬ 
tracts,  1878-82  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  are  press  copies  of 
statements,  affidavits  of  mail  carriers,  and  corre¬ 
spondence,  reports,  and  enclosures  from  Post  Office 
Inspectors  concerning  contracts  for  mail  delivery. 
This  material  was  apparently  used  in  the  "Star  Route" 
fraud  cases.  Press  copies  of  official  and  unofficial 
letters  from  Cameron  to  the  Chief  Post  Office 
Inspector  and  other  inspectors,  the  Commissioner  of 
Pensions,  pension  agents,  and  others  are  in  the  letter 
book  of  Post  Office  Inspector  Brewster  Cameron, 
Nov. -Dec.  1881  (1  vol.,  1  in.).  The  letters  concern 
postal  matters  and  pension  frauds  in  Arkansas  as  well 
as  matters  of  a  private  nature.  Also  included  are 
press  copies  of  administrative  orders  relating  to  postal 
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matters  and  statements  prepared  by  Cameron  about 
pension  frauds.  The  volume  is  indexed  alphabetically 
by  surname  of  addressee. 

60.75  General  correspondence,  1877-ca.  1901; 
1922-23  (8  in.),  arranged  in  rough  chronological 
order,  consists  of  letters  addressed  to  or  referred  to 
the  General  Agent,  internal  memorandums,  reports, 
enclosures,  and  letters  sent  (1922-23),  relating  to 
investigation  of  Federal  charges  against  officials  and 
employees,  maintenance  of  Federal  prisoners  in  State 
prisons  and  jails,  statistics  relating  to  cases  in  Federal 
courts,  Indian  matters,  examination  of  judicial  district 
offices  and  accounts,  expenses  of  judicial  districts, 
and  other  matters.  Fiscal  matters  also  are  addressed 
in  the  letters  received  concerning  accounts  of  U.S. 
attorneys,  1883-86  (6  in.),  consisting  of  letters  from 
the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
accounts  of  U.S.  attorneys  for  the  Attorney  General’s 
approval  of  certain  items  in  the  accounts. 

60.76  Press  copies  of  the  General  Agent’s  letters 
to  the  Attorney  General,  Mar.  5,  1882-Sept.  27, 
1893  (4  vols.,  5  in.),  relate  to  the  conduct  of  the 
General  Agent’s  office,  conditions  in  prisons  and 
jails,  special  cases  and  investigations,  claims  against 
the  Department,  the  condition  and  leasing  of  court¬ 
rooms,  the  conduct  of  the  offices  of  court  officials, 
charges  against  Department  and  court  officials,  appro¬ 
priations,  and  other  matters.  The  letters  are  arranged 
chronologically,  with  name  and  subject  indexes  in  the 
first  and  third  volumes. 

60.77  Miscellaneous  letters  sent,  Feb.  1, 
1882-Apr.  9,  1907  (21  vols.,  2  ft.),  to  Government 
officers  and  other  persons  concern  the  supervision  of 
the  accounts  of  U.S.  marshals,  attorneys,  clerks  of 
courts,  commissioners,  supervisors  and  special  deputy 
marshals  at  elections,  jailers,  wardens,  and  other 
persons  connected  with  the  courts;  investigations  of 
charges  against  such  officers;  violations  of  certain 
acts  of  Congress;  and  matters  calling  for  aid  of 
experts  or  detectives.  The  letters  are  chronologically 
arranged  in  20  volumes  of  press  copies  and  one 
volume  (July  3,  1885-Aug.  25,  1888)  of  fair  copies. 
Most  of  the  volumes  are  indexed  alphabetically  by 
surname  of  addressee. 

60.78  Letters  to  Government  officers  and  other 
persons  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  duties  of  the 
General  Agent  constitute  the  letters  from  the 
General  Agent,  Jan.  8,  1904-May  10,  1907  (22 
vols.,  5  ft.).  The  letters  are  arranged  chronologically 
by  date  of  letter,  except  that  letters  to  wardens  and 
architects  are  segregated  in  volumes  4,  8,  13,  and  19. 


Each  volume  is  indexed  alphabetically  by  surname  of 
addressee  and  by  office  addressed. 

60.79  Memorandums,  letters  separated  from  their 
transmittal  documents,  drafts  of  letters  sent,  circular 
letters  of  the  Department  of  the  Treasury  concerning 
judicial  district  expenses,  and  other  papers  relating  to 
the  work  of  the  General  Agent’s  office  make  up  a 
small  collection  of  miscellaneous  papers,  1878-1902 
(3  in.).  Included  are  undated  memorandums  on  the 
staffing  of  the  Indian  Territory  Court;  a  copy  of  a 
letter,  ca.  1890,  from  Judge  Isaac  C.  Parker  to  the 
Attorney  General,  concerning  U.S.  Commissioners  in 
Indian  Country;  copies  of  two  1893  letters  to  the 
U.S.  marshal  for  the  Southern  District  of  Iowa,  con¬ 
cerning  mileage  allowed  under  an  act  of  March  3, 
1893,  and  a  circular  of  August  21,  1894,  announcing 
modifications  of  the  1893  act;  a  December  6,  1893, 
circular  titled  "Payment  of  Expenses  of  Deporting 
Chinese"  and  related  notes;  and  several  1902  letters 
from  law  enforcement  officers  and  others  addressed 
to  a  Frank  H.  Du  Pue  of  San  Francisco,  endorsing 
his  system  of  prisoner  "identification"  as  a  possible 
replacement  for  the  Bertillon  system. 

60.80  Press  copies  of  letters  to  wardens,  jailers, 
and  marshals  concerning  the  transportation,  care,  and 
housing  of  prisoners  make  up  the  letters  sent 
relating  to  prisoners  ("The  Criminal  Record"), 
Jan.  4,  1881-June  22,  1885  (5  vols.,  7  in.).  These 
letters,  originally  from  the  Chief  Clerk  and  after  June 
1,  1883,  from  the  General  Agent,  are  arranged  chron¬ 
ologically  by  date  of  letter.  The  first  two  volumes 
are  indexed  alphabetically  by  State,  thereunder  by 
judicial  district,  and  thereunder  by  officer  addressed. 
The  third  and  fourth  volumes  are  indexed  alphabet¬ 
ically  by  surname  of  addressee. 

60.81  Monthly  reports  on  Federal  prisoners, 
1879-84  (6  ft.),  submitted  to  the  Attorney  General  by 
superintendents  and  wardens  of  State  penitentiaries 
and  jails  show  some  or  all  of  the  following  infor¬ 
mation  for  the  Federal  prisoners  in  their  custody: 
name  of  prisoner,  sentence,  place  sent  from,  date  of 
expiration  of  sentence,  condition  of  health,  whether 
he  was  working  in  the  prison  and  sometimes  the  type 
of  work,  when  discharged  and  by  what  authority,  and 
remarks.  The  reports  are  arranged  in  rough  chrono¬ 
logical  order.  Form  reports  concerning  U.S.  pris¬ 
oners  for  the  annual  report  of  the  Attorney 
General,  1888  (5  in.),  submitted  by  sheriffs  or 
jailers,  show  name  of  county;  judicial  district;  name 
and  location  of  the  jail;  information  concerning  the 
number  of  prisoners  in  custody,  their  marital  status, 
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sex,  color,  and  offense,  and  the  number  serving  sen¬ 
tence  or  awaiting  examination  or  trial.  The  reports 
are  arranged  in  rough  chronological  order.  For  a 
later  time  period,  a  card  record  of  information  on 
prisoners,  1899-ca.  1906  (3  ft.),  shows  name  of 
prison,  offense,  date  of  conviction,  district  where 
convicted,  sentence,  fine,  date  of  sentence,  date 
received  at  prison,  date  sentence  began,  date  of  expir¬ 
ation  of  sentence,  where  arrested,  when  arrested,  and 
length  of  stay  in  jail  before  trial.  Occasionally  other 
information  is  added  to  a  card.  The  cards,  titled 
"Criminal  Record,"  are  arranged  alphabetically  by 
surname  of  prisoner. 

60.82  Entries  in  the  record  of  "Examination  of 
Prisons,"  Feb.  18,  1879-May  16,  1881  (1  vol.,  1 
in.),  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  institu¬ 
tion  and  thereunder  by  surname  of  prisoner.  George 
K.  Chase  examined  Federal  prisoners  held  at  several 
institutions,  including  the  California  State  Prison  and 
the  Utah  Penitentiary,  and  compiled  the  following 
information:  name  of  prisoner,  offense,  time  in  jail, 
sentence,  location  of  court,  whether  there  was  a 
previous  conviction,  complaints  of  treatment  in 
prison,  any  punishment  in  prison,  previous  occupa¬ 
tion,  whether  prisoner  was  working,  place  of  birth, 
family  of  prisoner,  age,  color,  and  date  of  sentence. 
According  to  notes  by  Chase,  each  prisoner  was  per¬ 
sonally  examined;  these  were  the  first  examinations 
made  into  the  care  and  custody  of  Federal  prisoners. 

60.83  Instructions  to  examiners,  Mar.  1, 
1882-Oct.  3,  1907  (20  vols.,  2  ft.),  consist  of  three 
fair  copy  volumes  (1882-89)  and  17  press  copy  vol¬ 
umes  (1883-1907)  containing  copies  of  letters  and 
telegrams  sent  by  the  General  Agent  to  examiners  and 
special  agents  in  the  field  and  sometimes  to  examiners 
and  agents  in  Washington,  DC.  The  letters  relate  to 
(1)  duties  and  expenses  of  the  examiners  and  agents 
in  investigating  and  reporting  upon  the  accounts  and 
conduct  of  the  offices  of  U.S.  attorneys,  marshals, 
and  commissioners,  Territorial  judges,  clerks  of 
courts,  and  supervisors  of  elections;  (2)  investigations 
of  die  sale  of  liquor  to  Indians;  (3)  investigations  of 
die  condition  of  U.S.  prisoners;  and  (4)  other  matters 
supervised  by  die  General  Agent.  Some  of  die 
General  Agent’s  instructions,  as  well  as  letters  from 
die  Attorney  General  and  others,  are  found  in  die 
correspondence  binder  of  typed  and  manuscript  let¬ 
ters  received  by  Examiner  J.W.  Nightingale,  Feb. 
1887-Jan.  1889  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  relating  to  reports  and 
to  investigations  of  die  offices  and  charges  against 
U.S.  court  officers. 


60.84  The  same  subjects  covered  by  die  General 
Agent’s  instructions  to  examiners,  described  above, 
are  covered  by  the  chronologically  arranged  press 
copies  of  reports  of  examiners,  Apr.  8,  1882-July 
15,  1890  (19  vols.,  2  ft.).  Examiners’  reports  and 
correspondence,  1877-1907  (2  ft.),  consist  of  letters, 
memorandums,  reports,  telegrams,  affidavits,  bills, 
requisitions,  and  other  papers  received  by  the  General 
Agent  from  examiners;  wardens  of  State  and  Federal 
prisons;  U.S.  marshals,  attorneys,  and  clerks  of 
court;  and  others,  regarding  examination  of  accounts, 
inventories  of  Government  property,  maintenance  of 
Federal  prisoners,  provision  of  funds  and  supplies  for 
officers,  and  other  matters.  These  records  are  ar¬ 
ranged  in  part  in  rough  chronological  order  and  in 
part  alphabetically  by  surname  of  writer  of  letter. 
Weekly  letters  from  examiners,  Mar. -Sept.  25, 
1893  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  relate  to  dieir  activities  and 
progress  on  dieir  assignments  or  request  instructions. 
The  letters  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  surname  of 
examiner  and  thereunder  by  date  of  letter. 

60.85  When  the  position  of  General  Agent  was 
abolished  in  1907,  many  of  his  responsibilities  were 
inherited  by  die  Division  of  Accounts,  which  had 
been  supervised  by  die  General  Agent  and  which 
continued  to  function  after  1907.  Responsibility  for 
conducting  die  field  examination  of  die  official  acts, 
records,  and  accounts  of  district  attorneys,  marshals, 
and  other  court  officers,  however,  was  assigned  to  a 
Chief  Examiner.  The  Chief  Examiner’s  organization 
was  renamed  the  Bureau  of  Investigation  in  1909,  and 
ten  years  later,  die  examination  function  was  trans¬ 
ferred  from  die  Bureau  to  the  Division  of  Accounts, 
where  it  was  performed  by  an  Examiner’s  unit. 

60.86  Records  inherited  by  die  Examiner’s  unit 
included  a  record  of  examination  reports,  1893- 
1954  (6  vols.,  1  ft.).  Each  volume  is  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically  by  name  of  State  or  Territory,  and  diere- 
under  by  judicial  district.  The  entries,  which  are 
listed  chronologically  within  each  section,  give  the 
date  of  instructions  to  die  examiner,  die  date  of  die 
examiner’s  report  and  die  date  it  was  received,  the 
file  number,  the  examiner’s  name,  die  subject  of  die 
examination,  and  the  action  taken.  A  few  entries  fur¬ 
nish  partial  information  on  examinations  conducted  as 
early  as  1890. 

60.87  Other  records  of  die  Examiner’s  unit 
include  examiners’  reports  and  correspondence, 
1907-34  (44  ft.),  arranged  in  chronological  segments 
(1907-14,  1921-30,  and  1931-34)  and  diereunder 
alphabetically  by  State  or  Territory.  These  records 
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concern  inspections  of  the  offices,  records,  and 
accounts  of  U.S.  attorneys,  marshals,  court  clerks, 
and  other  judicial  district  officials.  Included  are 
reports  concerning  the  status  and  recommended  dis¬ 
position  of  cases  handled  by  U.S.  attorneys.  The 
unit’s  administrative  files,  1907-34  (3  ft.),  are 
arranged  by  type  of  file  and  thereunder  are  in  rough 
chronological  order.  They  include  "General  Letters," 
giving  instructions  to  examiners  concerning  the  per¬ 
formance  of  their  duties;  Department  of  Justice 
circulars  directed  to  U.S.  attorneys  and  clerks  of 
district  courts;  Department  of  the  Treasury  circulars; 
General  Accounting  Office  regulations;  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  decisions;  miscellaneous  files  of  acts 
of  Congress;  court  orders  and  rules;  instructions  to 
special  agents;  correspondence  and  memorandums; 
executive  orders  and  proclamations;  Supreme  Court 
decisions;  and  other  materials. 

60.88  Leases,  abstracts  of  accounts,  letters,  and 
photographs  make  up  the  records  of  the  Accounts 
Division  itself.  A  "Register  of  Leases  Approved," 
June  1872-Sept.  1894  (2  vols.,  4  in.),  contains 
copies  of  the  Department’s  approved  leases  for  the 
rental  of  rooms,  buildings,  and  premises  for  U.S. 
courtrooms,  for  officials  connected  with  the  courts, 
and  for  the  Department  in  Washington,  DC.  Each 
volume  is  indexed  alphabetically  by  State  and 
Territory.  The  entries  are  arranged  chronologically 
by  date  of  lease. 

60.89  Entries  in  the  returns  of  fees  and 
expenses  of  U.S.  marshals  and  deputy  marshals, 
June  1896-June  1912  (13  vols.,  3  ft.),  are  arranged 
chronologically  by  quarter,  thereunder  alphabetically 
by  State  or  Territory,  and  thereunder  by  judicial 
district.  The  volumes  contain  abstracts  of  the  quar¬ 
terly  accounts  of  U.S.  marshals  and  their  offices  and 
field  deputies  for  fees  earned  and  compensation  pay¬ 
able  out  of  these  fees  as  claimed  and  as  approved, 
and  expenses  of  travel  and  subsistence  as  claimed  and 
as  approved.  Also  included  in  the  quarterly  sum¬ 
maries  for  each  judicial  district  is  information  on 
amounts  paid  to  clerks  of  courts  for  deposit.  This 
series  was  commenced  as  a  result  of  the  abolition  of 
the  old  fee  system  for  marshals’  compensation  and 
the  enactment  of  requirements  for  an  accounting  of 
fees  and  expenses  and  the  preparation  of  a  detailed 
statement  for  inclusion  in  the  Attorney  General’s 
annual  report  to  Congress. 

60.90  Letters  sent  to  U.S.  attorneys  and 
marshals,  June  24,  1896-June  30,  1907  (7  vols.,  2 
ft.),  relate  to  appointments,  salaries,  oaths  of  office, 


and  duties  of  clerks  in  the  offices  of  district  attorneys 
and  office  deputy  marshals.  Also  included  are  letters 
authorizing  marshals  to  detail  office  deputies  for 
duties  in  particular  cases,  such  as  the  assignment  of 
an  office  deputy  marshal  to  accompany  a  Special 
Agent  of  the  U.S.  Land  Office  on  his  investigation  of 
certain  land  frauds  in  Polk  County,  AK,  where  it  was 
felt  the  special  agent’s  life  was  in  jeopardy. 

60.91  Filed  apart  from  the  textual  records  is  a 
large  album  of  undated  photographs  of  Federal 
penitentiaries  (1  vol.,  7  in.),  containing  photographs 
of  the  U.S.  penitentiary  at  Leavenworth,  KS, 
probably  taken  about  the  time  of  its  completion.  The 
captions  for  each  photograph  are  in  both  English  and 
Spanish. 

Records  of  the  Antitrust  Division 

60.92  This  Division  is  responsible  for  enforcing 
Federal  antitrust  laws,  including  investigating  possible 
violations,  conducting  grand  jury  proceedings, 
preparing  and  trying  cases,  prosecuting  appeals,  and 
negotiating  and  enforcing  final  judgments.  The 
Division  also  represents  the  United  States  in  judicial 
proceedings  to  review  certain  orders  of  regulatory 
commissions.  One  of  the  Department  officials  who 
was  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  acts  to 
regulate  trade  was  Blackburn  Esterline,  who  served 
as  a  Special  Assistant  to  the  Attorney  General, 
1912-22. 

60.93  Among  Esterline’s  files  are  Commerce 
Court  case  Fdes,  1911-23  (7  ft.),  arranged  numer¬ 
ically  by  case  number.  Included  are  briefs,  answers, 
petitions  for  appeal,  assignments  of  error,  orders, 
motions,  correspondence,  and  other  papers  relating  to 
cases  heard  before  the  U.S.  Commerce  Court.  Cases 
involving  railroads  or  other  organizations  eidier  based 
or  operating  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  are  listed 
in  Table  -  60.93  on  the  following  page. 

60.94  Press  copies  of  official  letters  sent  by 
Esterline  are  in  letter  books,  1911-16  (7  vols.,  10 
in.).  The  letters  are  arranged  chronologically  by  date 
of  letter,  and  each  volume  is  indexed  alphabetically 
by  surname  of  the  addressee.  Other  Division  records 
include  miscellaneous  case  exhibits,  ca.  1910-39  (3 
ft.),  which  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
organization  involved  and  thereunder  chronologically, 
and  consisting  of  correspondence,  ledger  books, 
billing  statements,  invoices,  reports,  and  other  legal 
and  fiscal  papers  used  as  exhibits  in  various  antitrust 
cases. 
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TABLE  -  60.93 

Commerce  Court  Case  Files 
1911-1923 


Case  Numbers 

Subject 

1,  32,  33,  59,  88 

Southern  Pacific  Co. 

1,  2,  7,  34,  36,  61 

Atchison  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railway 

8 

Nashville,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis  Railway  Co.,  operating  the 

Western  &  Atlantic  Railroad 

16,  17 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Co. 

19 

J.W.  Thompson  Lumber  Co.,  involving  the  Yazoo  &  Mississippi 

Valley  Railroad  Co.,  headquartered  in  New  Orleans,  LA 

20 

Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Co. 

25 

Omaha  and  Council  Bluffs  Street  Railway  Co.  and  the  Omaha  and 

Council  Bluffs  Railway  and  Bridge  Co. 

35 

Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Railroad  Co. 

42 

The  Arkansas  Fertilizer  Co. 

63 

The  Cattle  Raisers’  Association  of  Texas 

64 

George  H.  Davis  and  others  for  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Kansas  City; 
the  Ohio  Grain  Exchange;  St.  Joseph  Board  of  Trade;  and  the  Atchison 
Board  of  Trade 

67 

Houston,  East  &  West  Texas  Railway  Co. 

68,  74 

Texas  &  Pacific  Railway  Co. 

72,  91 

Woodworth  &  Louisiana  Central  Railway  Co.,  Limited;  Rapides 

Lumber  Co.,  Limited;  Long-Bell  Lumber  Co.  v.  United  States; 

Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Co.;  Arkansas  &  Louisiana 
Railway  Co. 

73 

Sibley,  Lake  Bisteneau  &  Southern  Railway  Co.  in  Louisiana 

74 

Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad  Co.,  and  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans  & 
Texas  Pacific  Railway  Co. 

75 

Prairie  Oil  and  Gas  Co.  of  Independence,  KS 

89 

Butler  County  Railroad  Company  v.  St.  Louis  &  San  Francisco 

Railroad  Company 

18 


Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Insular 

and  Territorial  Affairs 

60.95  This  Bureau  was  established  by  die 
Attorney  General  in  February  1902  to  handle  depart¬ 
mental  business  relating  to  insular  possessions  and  to 
Indian  reservations  and  other  Territorial  matters. 
Carbon  copies  of  letters  sent,  Feb.  25,  1902-Aug. 
31,  1906  (9  vols.,  2  ft.),  by  the  Attorney  General  or 
Special  Assistant  Attorney  General  to  the  President, 
heads  of  executive  departments,  the  Congress,  and 
others  concern  such  subjects  as  legislation  regarding 
the  Territories  and  insular  possessions,  protection  of 
the  rights  of  Indians,  extradition  of  criminals,  and 
suits  to  recover  title  to  lands  erroneously  patented  to 
railroads.  Also  included  are  occasional  opinions  of 
the  Attorney  General  prepared  by  the  Bureau  on 
subjects  within  its  audiority. 

Personnel  Records 

General  Records 

60.96  About  1853,  die  Attorney  General  took 
over  from  the  Secretary  of  State  the  important  task  of 
handling  correspondence  concerning  appointments  of 
Federal  judges  and  U.S.  attorneys  and  marshals. 
Commissions  for  persons  appointed  to  diese  offices 
and  to  other  offices  subsequently  created  widiin  die 
Attorney  General’s  Office  and  die  Department  of 
Justice  continued  to  be  prepared  at  die  Department  of 
State  until  an  act  approved  August  8,  1888,  trans¬ 
ferred  this  remaining  duty  to  the  Department  of 
Justice.  The  seal  of  die  Department  of  Justice  diere- 
after  replaced  die  Seal  of  the  United  States  on  die 
commissions.  From  1875  to  1897  the  routine  busi¬ 
ness  connected  widi  diese  appointments  was  suffi¬ 
ciently  light  to  enable  one  clerk  to  perform  both  the 
appointment  and  die  disbursement  functions.  In  1897 
diese  functions  were  separated,  and  an  Appointment 
Clerk  was  designated  by  the  Attorney  General;  in  an 
act  of  February  25,  1903,  the  Appointment  Clerk 
position  finally  received  statutory  recognition. 

60.97  Chronologically  arranged  printed  form 
letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  U.S. 
district  judges  transmitting  commissions  of  marshals 
appointed  in  dieir  districts  constitute  die  records  of 
"Commissions  Transmitted,"  Mar.  30,  1849-Sept. 
5,  1850  (1  vol.,  2  in.).  This  volume  was  apparently 
received  from  die  Department  of  the  Interior  about 


1853,  when  die  Department  of  Justice  took  over  die 
function  of  handling  appointment  of  officials  of 
judicial  districts.  Clerk’s  bonds,  1875-84  (2  ft.), 
consist  of  letters  received  from  clerks  of  Federal 
courts  and  from  U.S.  attorneys,  enclosing  the  official 
bonds  of  die  clerks.  The  letters  are  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically  by  name  of  State  and  thereunder  by  judicial 
district.  The  bonds  were  recorded  in  a  register  called 
"Bond  of  clerks  U.S.  Courts,"  1875-94  (1  vol.,  1 
in.).  The  entries  show  name  of  clerk;  location  of  his 
office;  judicial  district;  date  of  commission;  date  of 
bond,  its  amount,  and  when  it  was  filed;  names  of 
sureties;  and  occasional  "remarks,"  such  as  related 
file  numbers.  The  entries  are  arranged  alphabetically 
by  State  or  Territory,  thereunder,  by  judicial  district, 
and  thereunder  chronologically  by  date  of  commission 
of  clerk.  The  volume  is  indexed  alphabetically  by 
name  of  State  or  Territory  and  by  name  of  clerk. 

60.98  Miscellaneous  letters  received  on  ap¬ 
pointment  and  disbursement  matters,  1884-97  (1 
ft.),  consist  of  applications  for  appointment  to  posi¬ 
tions  that  are  usually  unspecified  and  inquiries  about 
personnel  and  financial  matters.  The  letters  received 
before  1893  are  arranged  in  rough  chronological 
order;  from  1893  to  1897  the  arrangement  is  alpha¬ 
betical  by  surname  of  correspondent. 

60.99  Appointment  letter  books,  1884-1934 
(181  vols.,  34  ft.),  contain  copies  of  letters  sent  to 
Department  employees  and  odier  persons,  relating  to 
appointments  of  personnel  in  die  central  office,  the 
field,  and  judicial  districts;  resignations;  salary  in¬ 
creases;  the  return  of  letters  of  endorsement;  requests 
for  certified  copies  of  qualifications;  transmission  of 
nomination  papers  to  the  Senate  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary;  and  notifications  of  vacancies  and  appoint¬ 
ments.  The  letters  are  arranged  chronologically,  and 
most  of  die  volumes  are  indexed  alphabetically  by 
surname  of  addressee. 

60.100  Press  copies  of  letters  sent  to  the  Senate 
concerning  nominations,  Dec.  1882-Mar.  1885  (1 
vol.,  1  in.),  are  arranged  chronologically.  Senate  re¬ 
solutions  confirming  Presidential  appointments  to 
office,  1884-1941,  with  gaps  (ca.  3  ft.),  are  also 
arranged  chronologically.  The  offices  covered  in¬ 
clude  Assistant  Attorneys  General,  Solicitors  General, 
Federal  judges,  and  U.S.  attorneys  and  marshals. 

60.101  Numerous  registers,  lists,  and  indexes 
relating  to  nominations  and  appointments  were  creat¬ 
ed,  including  a  State  Department  list  of  appoint¬ 
ments  of  marshals  ("List/Marshals/  State  Depart¬ 
ment"),  1844-57  (1  vol.,  1  in.).  Entries  show  date 
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of  appointment,  term  of  service,  manner  in  which 
service  was  terminated,  and  place  of  residence. 
Entries  are  arranged  by  State  or  Territory,  thereunder 
by  judicial  district,  and  thereunder  chronologically  by 
date  of  appointment. 

60.102  The  register  of  applicants  for 
appointment  ("Appointments,  Vol.  1"),  1853-57  (1 
vol.,  1  in.),  identifies  persons  endorsing  applicants 
seeking  appointment  as  Territorial  judges,  U.S.  attor¬ 
neys,  and  U.S.  marshals  in  certain  States  and  Terri¬ 
tories.  In  addition,  the  entries,  which  are  arranged 
by  judicial  district,  give  date  of  application  and,  if  the 
applicant  was  successful,  the  date  of  expiration  of 
term  of  office.  Nominations  prepared  and  sent  to  the 
President  for  submission  to  the  Senate  for  confirma¬ 
tion  are  recorded  in  registers  of  "Nominations," 
June  1864-Mar.  1905  (7  vols.,  10  in.),  which  con¬ 
tain  alphabetical  indexes  by  surname  of  nominee  and, 
for  the  first  two  volumes,  indexes  by  State  and  Terri¬ 
tory.  Entries  are  entered  chronologically  by  date  of 
nomination.  Registers  of  applications,  1871-1901  (4 
vols.,  8  in.),  list  applicants  for  appointments  to  posi¬ 
tions  in  the  Department  and  the  judiciary.  Entries, 
arranged  alphabetically  by  first  letter  of  surname, 
show  State  of  residence,  office  applied  for,  and  some¬ 
times  remarks,  which  may  include  the  date  of  appli¬ 
cation.  Entries  in  the  "Record  of  Applicants  and 
Endorsers,"  1875-77  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  State  or  Territory  and  thereunder  by 
surname  of  judge,  attorney,  or  marshal.  The  entries 
list  names  of  applicants  and  endorsers  for  their  ap¬ 
pointments  as  Federal  judges  and  U.S.  attorneys  and 
marshals.  The  volume  is  indexed  alphabetically  by 
State  and  thereunder  by  position. 

60.103  Lists  of  "Judges,"  1857-75  (2  vols.,  2 
in.),  show  names  of  Federal  judges  and  a  few  other 
officials,  places  of  birth  and  residence,  and  dates  of 
confirmation.  Sometimes  dates  for  oath  of  office, 
resignation,  and  other  information  is  included.  It 
appears  that  the  second  volume  was  used  only  for  the 
Grant  administration.  Entries  are  arranged  by  State 
or  Territory,  thereunder  by  judicial  district,  and 
thereunder  chronologically  by  date  of  confirmation. 
An  entry  for  "Arkansas,  Western  District,"  shows 
that  Isaac  C.  Parker’s  appointment  as  District  Judge 
was  confirmed  on  March  19,  1875.  It  wasn’t  long 
before  Parker  acquired  his  reputation  as  the  "Hanging 
Judge,"  but  he  presided  over  the  court  at  Fort  Smith 
for  21  years.  Entries  in  the  list  of  U.S.  judges, 
attorneys,  marshals,  and  clerks  of  courts,  1878-86 
(2  vols.,  1  in.),  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  State 


and  by  judicial  district  at  the  front  of  each  volume 
and  alphabetically  by  Territory  at  the  back.  These 
identical  printed  volumes,  dated  1878,  show  names 
and  offices,  addresses,  and  dates  of  commissions  and 
oaths  of  office.  One  volume  contains  handwritten 
additions  continuing  until  1886.  The  entry  for  Isaac 
Parker  gives  the  date  of  his  commission  as  March  24, 
1875. 

60.104  The  list  of  "Marshals,"  1867-77  (1  vol., 
2  in.),  shows  dates  of  nominations  and  confirmations 
of  appointments;  dates  of  resignations,  removals,  or 
deaths;  and  names  of  applicants  and  endorsers. 
Notations  show  the  withdrawal  of  application  papers 
by  appointees  as  late  as  1885.  The  entries  are 
arranged  by  State,  thereunder  by  judicial  district,  and 
thereunder  chronologically  by  date  of  appointment. 
An  undated  card  index  to  U.S.  Marshals,  1789-1960 
(1  roll  of  16mm  positive  microfilm,  1  in.),  consists  of 
copies  of  about  2,000  cards,  arranged  alphabetically 
by  surname  of  marshal,  showing  date  of  nomination, 
date  of  commission,  judicial  district  in  which  he 
served,  name  of  his  predecessor,  and  source  from 
which  compiler  gathered  the  information.  The  index 
was  compiled  by  the  Executive  Office  of  U.S. 
Marshals,  and  is  available  as  a  National  Archives 
microfilm  publication  (T577,  1  roll). 

60.105  A  list  of  "Attorneys,"  1857-1870  (1  vol., 
1  in.),  is  arranged  by  States  and  Territories,  there¬ 
under  by  judicial  district  and  thereunder  chronolog¬ 
ically  by  date  of  appointment.  Entries  identify  U.S. 
attorneys  employed  "On  and  from  March  4,  1857," 
showing  dates  of  appointment,  confirmation,  oath  of 
office,  and  resignation;  term  of  office;  and  place  of 
birth  and  residence.  Arranged  in  a  similar  fashion 
and  providing  similar  information  are  the  entries  in 
the  list  of  "Assistant  Attorneys,"  1869-98  (1  vol., 
1/2  in),  and  the  list  of  assistant  U.S.  attorneys, 
1869-1910  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  with  a  duplication  of  data 
for  the  overlapping  time  period.  The  entries  are  ar¬ 
ranged  alphabetically  by  State  or  Territory  (with 
some  entries  for  Territories  listed  separately  at  the 
end),  thereunder  by  judicial  district,  and  thereunder 
chronologically  by  date  of  appointment.  Both  vol¬ 
umes  are  indexed  by  name  of  appointee.  The  lists 
identify  the  assistant  U.S.  attorneys  employed  in  U.S. 
attorneys’  offices,  showing  name,  place  of  residence, 
date  appointed,  date  of  oath  of  office,  compensation, 
and  "remarks,"  such  as  date  of  resignation  or  remov¬ 
al  and  name  of  person  the  appointee  replaced. 

60.106  The  record  of  appointment  of  "Assistant 
District  Attorneys  and  Special  Assistant  Attorneys 
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General,”  Sept.  19,  1870-Feb.  12,  1898  (1  vol.,  1 
in.),  shows  date  of  appointment,  name,  judicial 
district,  office,  compensation,  and  remarks,  such  as 
purpose  for  which  the  person  was  appointed, 
increases  in  salary,  period  for  which  appointed,  date 
of  resignation  or  dismissal,  or  other  information. 
Some  regular  assistant  U.S.  attorneys  are  included. 
The  entries  are  arranged  chronologically  by  date  of 
appointment.  Entries  in  the  list  of  "Special  Assistant 
U.S.  Attorneys,"  1885-1910  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  are  ar¬ 
ranged  alphabetically  by  State  or  Territory,  there¬ 
under  by  judicial  district,  and  thereunder  chronolog¬ 
ically  by  date  of  appointment.  The  volume  is  indexed 
alphabetically  by  surname  of  appointee.  The  list 
shows  name  of  appointee,  address,  date  of  appoint¬ 
ment,  date  of  oath,  compensation,  and  remarks,  such 
as  the  purpose  for  which  die  person  was  appointed 
and  the  date  of  resignation  or  removal  from  office. 
A  section  at  die  back  of  die  volume  lists  special 
assistants  for  whom  no  district  is  shown. 

60.107  Lists  and  memorandums  on  various 
positions,  1907-9  (3  in.),  include  lists  of  special 
assistant  attorneys,  U.S.  attorneys,  assistant  U.S. 
attorneys.  Secret  Service  operatives  employed  by  the 
Department  of  Justice,  bank  examiners,  clerks  to 
U.S.  attorneys,  and  eligibles  for  appointment  to 
clerical  positions,  among  others.  The  memorandums 
in  part  concern  die  investigative  force  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  and  vacancies  in  offices  of  U.S.  judges,  attor¬ 
neys,  and  marshals.  Lists  of  appointive  employees 
and  related  memorandums,  July  1907-Feb.  1913 
(10  in.),  are  in  part  arranged  chronologically  by  date 
of  document  and  in  part  unarranged.  The  lists,  with 
some  accompanying  memorandums,  cover  Special 
Assistants  to  die  Attorney  General;  U.S.  judges, 
attorneys,  and  marshals;  and  vacancies  in  Presidential 
offices.  The  memorandums  consist  in  part  of  recom¬ 
mendations  by  die  Chief  of  die  Bureau  of  Investi¬ 
gation  as  to  the  qualifications  for  reappointment  of 
U.S.  attorneys  and  marshals. 

60.108  Bound  indexes  of  applicants  by  districts, 
1889-1903  (4  vols.,  10  in.),  show  names  and  places 
of  residence  of  applicants  for  district  judgeships, for 
U.S.  attorneys  and  marshals,  for  positions  in  die 
Department  itself,  for  circuit  and  other  judgeships 
(including  a  few  for  die  Supreme  Court),  and  for 
miscellaneous  positions.  Entries  in  each  volume  are 
mainly  arranged  alphabetically  by  State  or  Territory, 
diereunder  by  district,  and  diereunder  by  position 
sought.  Applicants  for  positions  in  the  Department, 
for  Federal  judgeships,  and  for  miscellaneous  other 


positions  are  covered  by  a  separate  section  at  the  end 
of  each  volume. 

60.109  Two  card  indexes  cover  die  period 
1902-9.  Compiled  on  3-  by  5-inch  cards,  each  index 
is  arranged  by  surname  of  applicant.  Both  indexes 
show  name  of  applicant,  residence,  position  applied 
for  in  the  Department  or  field,  and  date  the  applica¬ 
tion  was  filed.  The  index  to  applications  for  posi¬ 
tions,  1902-5  (1  ft.),  is  incomplete,  having  cards  only 
for  A-G  and  R-Z.  The  index  to  applications  for 
positions,  1905-9  (3  ft.),  is  complete. 

Records  Relating  to  Appointments  and 

Odier  Actions  for  Positions  in  Federal  Courts 

and  Judicial  Districts 

60.110  Among  die  records  relating  to  members 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  1853-1932  (2  ft.),  is  a  file 
for  Joseph  McKenna,  a  Californian,  who,  after 
serving  as  Attorney  General  from  March  1897  to 
January  1898,  served  on  the  Supreme  Court  from 
January  1898  to  November  1926.  The  records  in  diis 
series  consist  of  letters  and  telegrams  recommending 
or  protesting  appointments,  received  from  Members 
of  Congress,  lawyers,  public  officials,  and  odiers; 
oaths  of  office;  resignations;  and  other  papers  relating 
to  the  appointment  and  service  of  members  of  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court.  The  files  are  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically  by  surname  of  member  of  die  Court. 

60.111  Letters  received  from  applicants  for 
positions  as  Federal  judges,  attorneys,  marshals,  and 
a  few  odier  positions,  such  as  assistant  attorneys  and 
U.S.  commissioners,  and  from  people  recommending 
or  opposing  dieir  appointments  are  part  of  the 
appointment  files  for  judicial  districts,  1853-1901 
(361  ft.).  Also  included  are  letters  of  acceptance  of 
appointments,  letters  advocating  removal  of  certain 
incumbents  from  office,  and  letters  of  resignation 
from  office;  oaths  of  office;  and  other  records. 
Documents  submitted  in  support  of  recommendations 
of  or  protests  against  applicants  or  incumbents  often 
include  petitions  and  memorials  from  veterans,  bar 
associations,  political  clubs,  and  other  groups  of 
citizens.  Many  of  these  documents  were  addressed  to 
the  President  or  to  Members  of  Congress  and  were 
referred,  sometimes  with  covering  endorsements, 
memorandums,  or  letters,  to  die  Attorney  General. 
Occasionally  cards  in  die  files  indicate  that  documents 
were  withdrawn  by  unsuccessful  applicants. 

60.112  The  appointment  files  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  State  or  Territory  and  thereunder  by 
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judicial  district  widiin  the  State  or  Territory,  and 
chronologically  by  Presidential  term.  Files  for  each 
Presidential  term  are  arranged  alphabetically  by 
surname  of  applicant.  Among  the  files  for  Arkansas, 
Western  District,  is  one  for  Isaac  C.  Parker  that 
contains  his  application  for  an  appointment  as  district 
judge,  and  his  oath  taken  on  March  24,  1875.  Some 
of  the  more  renowned  Western  lawmen  are  repre¬ 
sented  in  this  series.  The  Oklahoma  segment,  for 
example,  includes  files  for  Evett  D.  Nix  and  Heck 
Thomas,  who  as  U.S.  marshal  and  U.S.  deputy 
marshal,  respectively,  were  two  of  the  many  Federal 
officials  instrumental  in  bringing  law  and  order  to  the 
Indian  and  Oklahoma  territories.  The  Nix  file  is  rela¬ 
tively  extensive,  replete  with  letters  reconunending 
his  appointment  in  1893  and  containing  a  few  items 
regarding  his  performance  and  his  removal  from 
office  in  1896.  The  following  State  segments  of  the 
series  have  been  reproduced  as  National  Archives 
microfilm  publications:  Idaho,  1861-99  (M681,  9 
rolls);  Oregon,  1853-1903  (M224,  3  rolls);  Utah, 
1853-1901  (M680,  14  rolls);  and  Washington,  1853- 
1902  (M198,  17  rolls). 

60.113  Appointment  papers  also  are  found  in  the 
letters  received  by  die  Attorney  General  (60.15), 
source-chronological  files  (60.39),  year  files  (60.42), 
and  straight  numerical  files  (60.45).  For  example, 
neidier  of  die  series  described  above  (60.111)  or 
below  (60.114)  include  papers  for  William  (Bill) 
Tilghman,  famed  Oklahoma  lawman,  but  information 
about  his  appointments  as  U.S.  deputy  marshal,  in¬ 
cluding  his  oadis  of  office,  can  be  found  in  the  year 
files  (6271-93,  3654-96,  16870-97,  and  6093-02)  and 
a  straight  numerical  file  (75178). 

60.114  The  same  types  of  records  as  those 
described  above  (60.111)  make  up  the  appointment 
files  for  offices  in  Federal  judicial  districts, 
1901-33  (421  ft.).  These  records  are  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically  by  State  or  Territory,  thereunder  by  judicial 
district,  diereunder  by  office,  and  diereunder  alpha¬ 
betically  by  surname  of  applicant. 

60.115  Appointment  files  for  circuit  court 
judges,  1855-1901,  with  gaps  (3  ft.),  consist  chiefly 
of  letters,  telegrams,  and  resolutions  endorsing 
applicants  for  appointments  as  circuit  court  judges. 
Also  included  are  lists  of  endorsers,  letters  of 
application  for  appointment,  oadis  of  office,  and 
resignations.  The  files  are  arranged  numerically  by 
number  of  die  circuit,  thereunder  chronologically  by 


Presidential  term  of  office,  and  thereunder  alpha¬ 
betically  by  name  of  applicant.  Appointment  files 
forjudges  of  circuit  courts  of  appeals,  1903-29  (18 
ft.),  are  arranged  numerically  by  circuit  and  there¬ 
under  alphabetically  by  surname  of  endorsee  or  appli¬ 
cant,  with  some  general  items  usually  placed  at  the 
beginning  of  die  file  segment  for  each  circuit.  The 
files  consist  of  endorsements,  applications,  protests, 
resignations,  and  related  correspondence.  Applica¬ 
tion  fdes  for  judgeships  and  other  positions,  1891- 
1902  (1  ft.),  arranged  by  position,  include  applica¬ 
tions  and  endorsements  for  judges  of  particular 
courts,  such  as  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Citizen¬ 
ship  Court  in  Indian  Territory  and  for  the  8th  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals,  and  for  unspecified  positions. 

60.116  Correspondence  concerning  deputy 
marshals,  1896-1937  (57  ft.),  which  is  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  State  or  Territory,  diere¬ 
under  by  judicial  district,  and  thereunder  chronolog¬ 
ically,  relates  to  die  appointment,  compensation, 
resignation  or  removal,  and  services  of  deputy  mar¬ 
shals,  including  office  deputies,  in  all  of  the  judicial 
districts,  Territorial  possessions,  and  other  places 
where  deputy  marshals  were  appointed.  Included  are 
letters  exchanged  between  marshals  and  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  personnel  history  forms,  certifications  of 
appointment,  and  oadis  of  office.  Copies  of  commis¬ 
sions  of  deputy  marshals,  Nov.  1910-Mar.  1913  (6 
in.),  are  arranged  in  rough  chronological  order  by 
date  of  commission.  Included  are  a  few  transmittal 
letters  from  the  marshals  who  made  the  appointments 
and  sent  in  the  copies  of  commissions. 

60.117  Records  relating  to  appointments  to 
positions  in  Federal  courts  and  offices  of  U.S. 
attorneys  and  marshals,  1901-13  (11  ft.,),  are 
arranged  in  diree  time  periods:  1901-5,  1905-9,  and 
1909-13.  Widiin  each  chronological  segment  die 
records  are  filed  under  several  categories,  including 
Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  Citizenship  Court,  circuit 
judges,  and  judicial  districts,  arranged  alphabetically 
by  State  or  Territory.  Under  each  of  these  categories 
die  records  are  arranged  in  rough  chronological 
order.  Included  are  appointment  certificates,  oadis  of 
office,  transmittal  letters  and  odier  letters  received, 
resignations,  and  odier  papers  relating  to  appoint¬ 
ments  of  judges,  U.S.  attorneys,  assistant  attorneys, 
special  assistant  attorneys,  U.S.  marshals,  clerks,  and 
a  few  minor  employees  in  U.S.  courts  and  the  offices 
of  U.S.  attorneys  and  marshals. 
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Record  Group  65 

RECORDS  OF  THE  FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


The  attention  of  the  Congress  should  be,  I  think,  called  to  the  anomaly  that  the  Department  of  Justice  has  no  executive 
force,  and  more  particularly,  no  permanent  detective  force  under  its  immediate  control....!  venture  to  recommend, 
therefore,  that  provision  be  made  for  a  force  of  this  character;  its  number  and  the  form  of  its  organization  must  be 
determined  by  the  scope  of  the  duties  which  the  Congress  may  see  fit  to  intrust  to  it.  It  may  well  be  thought  wise  to 
preserve  unchanged  the  existing  detective  organization  fin  the  Treasury  Department],  especially  in  view  of  its  highly 
creditable  record  and  excellent  service,  and  it  is  not  in  any  wise  my  purpose  to  suggest  a  different  view,  but  it  seems 
obvious  that  the  Department  on  which  not  only  the  President,  but  the  courts  of  the  United  States  must  call  first  to  secure 
the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  ought  to  have  the  means  of  such  enforcement  subject  to  its  own  call;  a  Department  of 
Justice  with  no  force  of  permanent  police  in  any  form  under  its  control  is  assuredly  not  fully  equipped  for  its  work. 

Charles  J.  Bonaparte,  Attorney  General,  Annual  Report  of  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  1907,  pp.  9-10. 


Introduction 

65.1  The  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  traces 
its  origin  to  October  12,  1907,  when  the  Attorney 
General  appointed  a  Chief  Examiner  for  the 
Department  of  Justice.  A  subsequent  administrative 
order,  issued  by  the  Attorney  General  on  July  26, 
1908,  authorized  the  Chief  Examiner  to  administer  all 
the  Department’s  investigative  matters.  In  March  of 
the  following  year  the  Office  of  the  Chief  Examiner 
was  renamed  the  Bureau  of  Investigation,  later  to 
become  the  Division  of  Investigation  and  eventually 
the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation. 

65.2  The  Bureau  is  a  unit  of  the  Department  of 
Justice,  and  the  Director  reports  to  the  Attorney 
General.  The  Bureau  gathers  and  reports  facts, 
locates  witnesses,  and  compiles  evidence  in  cases 
under  Federal  jurisdiction,  investigating  all  violations 
of  Federal  law  except  in  cases  where  investigations 
are  assigned  legislatively  to  odier  Federal  agencies. 
The  Bureau’s  responsibilities  extend  to  criminal  law, 
civil  law,  and  internal  security  and  include  offering 
cooperative  services— fingerprint  identification, 
laboratory  examination  of  evidence,  police  training, 
and  die  services  of  the  National  Crime  Information 
Center,  for  example— to  odier  law  enforcement 
agencies. 

65.3  Before  the  creation  of  die  Bureau,  die 
Federal  Government  conducted  investigations  in  a 
number  of  ways,  die  various  executive  departments 
having  established  investigative  arms  in  dieir  own 
jurisdictions.  For  example,  die  Treasury  Department 
had  set  up  die  Secret  Service  to  investigate  counter¬ 


feiting,  and  the  Post  Office  employed  postal  inspec¬ 
tors.  Many  of  die  executive  departments  continued  to 
maintain  or  inaugurated  investigative  units  even  after 
the  creation  of  die  Bureau. 

65.4  The  Department  of  Justice  itself  conducted 
investigations  on  a  limited  scale  from  its  inception  in 
1870.  Congress  made  small  appropriations  for  die 
investigation  of  specific  crimes,  such  as  frauds 
committed  in  die  Indian  Service,  and  U.S.  attorneys 
were  occasionally  granted  lump  sums  to  expend  on 
investigative  work.  In  1875,  die  Attorney  General 
appointed  one  special  detective  for  each  of  four 
sections  of  the  country  to  do  investigative  work. 
Later,  the  Department  hired  temporary  agents,  special 
agents,  or  general  deputy  marshals  as  needed  to 
conduct  investigations.  In  addition,  before  Congress 
prohibited  die  practice  in  1892,  die  Department 
employed  the  Pinkerton  Detective  Agency  to  conduct 
investigations  and,  until  1908,  was  permitted  to 
obtain  the  services  of  investigators  such  as  bank 
examiners  and  Secret  Service  operatives  on  special 
detail  from  odier  Federal  agencies.  Finally,  from 
1878  until  1907,  die  Department  employed  examiners 
under  die  supervision  of  die  Department’s  General 
Agent  to  investigate  die  official  accounts  and  records 
of  U.S.  attorneys,  marshals,  clerks  of  court,  and 
commissioners. 

65.5  In  1907  die  position  of  General  Agent  was 
abolished,  and  die  Attorney  General  vested  in  a  Chief 
Examiner  departmental  responsibility  for  die  detection 
of  certain  crimes  against  die  Federal  Government.  In 
die  following  year  the  Attorney  General  issued  an 
order  directing  diat  all  requests  for  investigations  be 
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referred  to  the  Office  of  the  Chief  Examiner,  which 
centralized  the  functions  that  had  been  performed 
previously  by  the  examiners  and  by  operatives 
borrowed  from  other  Federal  agencies.  An  order  of 
March  16,  1909,  formally  established  the  Bureau  of 
Investigation.  At  first,  only  a  few  violations  came 
within  the  Bureau’s  purview.  Among  them  were 
frauds  against  the  Federal  Government,  peonage, 
antitrust  crime,  bankruptcy  frauds,  crimes  committed 
on  Federal  property,  and  immigrant  smuggling.  Over 
the  years,  however,  the  Bureau  gradually  obtained 
statutory  jurisdiction  over  more  than  200  types  of 
crime. 

65.6  The  Bureau  was  reorganized  in  1924,  partly 
in  response  to  charges  of  political  corruption  and 
inadequately  trained  personnel.  A  restructuring  of 
staffing  patterns,  educational  requirements,  training 
programs,  and  policies  relating  to  Bureau  functions 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  modern  Bureau. 
During  a  Department-wide  reorganization  in  1933, 
the  Bureau  became  the  Division  of  Investigation.  In 
1935,  the  Division  of  Investigation  was  renamed  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI). 

65.7  The  records  discussed  in  this  chapter  are 
among  those  of  the  FBI  that  were  in  the  National 
Archives  in  1990.  Of  interest  here  are  records  of  the 
Bureau  of  Investigation  and  its  predecessor,  the 
Office  of  the  Chief  Examiner;  records  of  the  Bureau 
of  Criminal  Identification  of  the  Department  of 
Justice;  and  related  records  of  the  National  Bureau  of 
Criminal  Identification  of  the  International 
Association  of  Chiefs  of  Police.  All  of  the  records 
are  described  in  detail  in  the  National  Archives 
microfiche  edition  of  preliminary  inventories. 
Closely  related  records  are  found  in  Record  Group 
60,  General  Records  of  the  Department  of  Justice. 
The  published  Annual  Reports  of  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States ,  which  contain 
information  on  the  establishment  and  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  the  Bureau,  are  part  of  Record  Group  287, 
Publications  of  the  U.S.  Government.  Additional 
material  on  criminal  identification  systems  is  in 
Record  Group  129,  Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Prisons. 

65.8  Editorial  Note:  Many  records  included  in 
Record  Group  65  originated  after  1912,  and  they  are 
not  described  here.  Unless  otherwise  noted,  series 
consisting  of  records  that  originated  prior  to  1913  but 
extending  beyond  that  date  are  described  in  their 
entirety;  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  determine  what 
part  of  such  series  relates  to  the  pre-1913  period. 


RECORDS  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF 
INVESTIGATION  AND  ITS  PREDECESSOR 

65.9  Press  copies  of  letters  sent  by  the  Chief 
Examiner  and  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau,  Oct. 
1907-June  1911  (23  vols.,  3  ft.),  concern  administra¬ 
tive  matters,  pending  cases,  and  applications  for 
employment.  Included  are  numbered  circular  letters 
to  Bureau  personnel  regarding  Bureau  procedures. 
The  chronologically  arranged  letters  from  the  Chief 
Examiner,  1907-9,  and  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau, 
1909-11,  are  addressed  to  examiners,  special  agents, 
officials  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  officials  of 
other  Federal  agencies,  and  members  of  the  public. 
A  few  letters  bear  file  numbers  corresponding  to  files 
that  are  located  among  the  General  Records  of  the 
Department  of  Justice  (RG  60). 

65.10  Press  copies  of  a  few  letters  sent  by  the 
Attorney  General,  1910-12  (2  vols.,  2  in.),  to 
Federal  officials  pertain  to  the  activities,  personnel, 
and  investigative  findings  of  the  Bureau.  Also 
included  are  letters  sent  to  examiners  and  other 
officials  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  transmitting 
instructions  to  be  observed  in  attending  to  particular 
cases.  Neither  volume  contains  many  letters.  The 
second  volume  is  entitled  "Attorney  General  Letters 
Regarding  Appointments. " 

65.11  Daily  reports,  letters,  and  telegrams 
received  from  special  agents  concerning  official 
activities,  the  status  of  cases,  expenses,  and  other 
matters  make  up  the  bulk  of  the  correspondence  with 
special  agents,  1908-10  (ca.  3  ft.).  Also  included 
are  carbon  copies  of  letters  sent  to  special  agents  by 
either  the  Chief  Examiner  or  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau; 
most  of  these  transmit  instructions.  The  records  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  surname  of  special  agent, 
thereunder  by  type  of  letter  (outgoing  or  incoming), 
and  thereunder  by  date.  Many  of  the  special  agents 
represented  in  this  series  reported  on  activities 
conducted  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Their 
names  and  the  relevant  areas  of  operation  are  listed 
below; 


Name 

Area 

Date(s) 

Pliny  P.  Craft 

TX 

1909 

Edward  N.  Deady 

OR 

1909-10 

Victor  L.  Dodge 

KS 

1909 

24 


Nicholas  Dolan 

ID,  MN,  MO,  NE, 
ND,  OK,  TX 

1908-9 

H.B.  Duncan 

CA 

1908 

John  W.  Green 

TX 

1909 

R.D.  Hobbs 

AR,  NE,  OK,  TX 

1909 

Leighton  Hope 

OR 

1909 

Allan  O.  Martin 

OK 

1909 

Wm.  Matthews,  Jr. 

ID 

1909 

G.E.  McCully 

OR 

1909 

Perle  L.  Mease 

TX 

1909 

L.A.  Parker 

KS 

1909 

Joe  Priest 

AZ,  TX 

1909 

Irving  C.  Sauter 

CA,  OK 

1909 

Samuel  E.  Swayze 

CO 

1908 

John  C.  Wallis 

AZ,  TX 

1908 

Fred  A.  Watt 

CO 

1909 

As  a  point  of  interest,  annotations  on  some  of  the 
telegrams  included  in  this  series  show  that  code 
words  were  occasionally  used  for  key  portions  of  the 
messages. 

65.12  Daily  administrative  reports  on  agents, 
July-Dee.  1908;  Nov.  1909-Sept.  1910  (3  vols.,  15 
in.),  submitted  to  the  Attorney  General  by  the  Chief 
Examiner  and  the  Chief  of  die  Bureau,  show  die 
status  of  die  work  of  die  special  agents,  examiners, 
and  accountants  of  the  Office  or  Bureau.  The  format 
for  volume  I  includes  die  names  of  employees,  die 
dates  of  their  individual  reports,  comments  on  their 
assignments;  figures  showing  their  compensation  and 
expenses,  and  summaries  of  overall  Office  or  Bureau 
expenses.  Volume  I  also  includes  copies  of  a  few 
letters  and  excerpts  from  reports.  Volumes  II  and  III 
list  employees  (surnames  only),  die  dates  of  their 
reports,  and  compensation  and  expenses  figures.  The 
documents  in  all  three  volumes  are  arranged 
chronologically. 


65.13  Administrative  reports  on  cases,  ca. 
1908-11  (48  vols.,  6  ft.),  consist  of  chronologically 
arranged  press  copies  of  progress  reports  apprising 
die  Attorney  General  of  the  status  of  particular  cases 
or  types  of  cases.  The  reports  describe  die  work 
done  on  each  case,  identify  the  agents  assigned  to 
each  case,  and  list  related  expenses.  Interspersed 
throughout  the  reports  are  copies  of  daily  reports  on 
agents  similar  to  those  described  above  (65.12). 
Access  to  the  reports  is  facilitated  through  use  of  an 
incomplete  index  to  administrative  reports  on  cases 
("Index  to  Cases"),  1908-11  (2  vols.,  6  in.).  Entries 
for  die  letters  "A"  through  "T"  are  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically  by  name  of  the  individual  or  organization 
investigated,  by  name  of  die  city  or  State  where 
investigations  took  place,  or  by  die  case  title.  Entries 
referring  to  die  administrative  reports  furnish  volume 
and  page  numbers.  Other  entries  list  only  die  file 
number  of  die  related  investigative  case  (65.14). 
Some  of  die  subjects  listed  are  contraband  cargoes  in 
New  Orleans,  LA;  Chinese  smuggling  cases  in  New 
Mexico;  land  frauds  in  Colorado,  Nevada,  Oregon, 
Utah,  and  elsewhere;  and  general  and  naturalization 
matters  in  Denver,  CO. 

65.14  The  general  investigative  case  records 
("Miscellaneous  Files"),  1908-ca.  1922  (145  rolls  of 
16  mm  microfilm,  20  ft.),  consist  of  reports, 
correspondence,  exhibits,  memorandums,  transcripts 
of  interviews,  and  affidavits  pertaining  to  Bureau 
investigations  involving  bootlegging,  election  frauds, 
narcotics  violations,  peonage,  interference  with 
interstate  commerce,  theft  of  Federal  property,  land 
frauds,  and  odier  matters.  The  files  are  arranged 
numerically  by  file  numbers  1  dirough  43,156,  die 
file  numbers  having  been  assigned  in  rough 
chronological  order  according  to  die  date  die  file  was 
opened.  Some  documents  in  die  early  files  are 
duplicated  in  the  series  of  "administrative  reports  on 
cases"  (65. 13).  Because  of  dieir  quantity,  documents 
relating  to  Mexican  neutrality  violations,  1909-21, 
and  diose  relating  to  German  aliens  and  political 
radicals,  1915-20,  were  removed  from  diis  series  of 
"Miscellaneous  Files"  and  filed  separately.  All  diree 
groups,  die  "Miscellaneous  Files,"  die  "Mexican 
Files,"  and  the  "Old  German  Files,"  are  available  as 
part  of  National  Archives  Microfilm  Publication 
M1085,  Investigative  Case  Files  of  the  Bureau  of 
Investigation,  1908-1922  (Rolls  112-256,  851-874, 
and  257-850,  respectively). 

65.15  Initially  established  as  file  232  of  the 
"Miscellaneous  Files,"  die  investigative  records 
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relating  to  Mexican  neutrality  violations  ("Mexican 
Files"),  1909-21  (24  rolls  of  16  mm  microfilm,  3  ft.), 
consist  of  reports,  correspondence,  memorandums, 
newspaper  clippings,  and  odier  papers  concerning 
U.S. -Mexican  relations  and  U.S.  neutrality  in  the 
Mexican  Revolution.  Included  are  documents  relating 
to  persons  believed  to  be  operating  against  U.S. 
interests  during  the  Mexican  civil  wars;  to  illegal 
arms  shipments  to  Mexico;  to  activities  of  Mexican 
officials  and  Mexican  revolutionaries  in  die  United 
States;  to  activities  of  American  filibustered  and 
German  nationals  in  Mexico;  to  raids  across  die  U.S. 
border  by  Mexican  bandits;  to  crimes  against 
Mexican  nationals  on  U.S.  soil;  to  Mexican  extra¬ 
dition  cases;  and  to  seizure  of  property  in  Mexico 
belonging  to  U.S.  citizens.  These  records  contain 
much  information  relating  to  political,  social,  and 
economic  conditions  in  die  U.S. -Mexican  border  area 
at  die  time.  Many  of  die  early  documents  duplicate 
items  in  series  described  above  (65.12  and  65.13). 
The  records  are  arranged  numerically,  from  232-1 
through  232-6,049. 

65.16  Access  to  die  "Miscellaneous"  and 
"Mexican"  case  files  is  provided  by  an  index  to 
investigative  case  files,  1908-22  (111  rolls  of  16  mm 
microfilm,  16  ft.),  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
individual  or  organization  investigated,  or  by  name  of 
city  or  State  where  die  investigations  took  place.  The 
entries  give  the  file  number  with  a  prefix  (e.g., 
Misc.,  Mex.,  etc.)  indicating  die  appropriate  series  of 
files.  The  index  is  reproduced  as  part  of  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publication  M 1085  (rolls  1-111). 


RECORDS  OF  THE 

BUREAU  OF  CRIMINAL  IDENTIFICATION 
OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

65.17  In  1907  die  Justice  Department  created  die 
Bureau  of  Criminal  Identification  to  serve  as  a 
national  clearinghouse  for  die  exchange  of  records 
relating  to  known  criminals.  Operated  under  die 
authority  of  die  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  die  Bureau 
of  Criminal  Identification  collected  and  classified 
information  about  criminals  and  disseminated  diat 
information  to  law  enforcement  agencies.  In  1924 
the  functions  and  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Criminal 
Identification  were  transferred  to  die  Bureau  of 
Investigation. 

65.18  Sample  Bertillon  criminal  identification 
cards,  ca.  1896-ca.  1924  (10  in.),  arranged 


alphabetically  by  surname  of  prisoner,  provide  a 
visual  record  of  criminals  and  a  brief  history  of  their 
crimes.  Each  5  3/8-  by  6-inch  sheet  contains  a 
mounted  photograph  (generally  showing  full  face  and 
one  profile),  as  well  as  such  information  as  aliases, 
Bertillon  measurements  (physical  measurements), 
appearance,  age,  fingerprints,  occupation,  date  and 
place  of  arrest,  nature  of  crime,  sentence,  and  place 
of  incarceration. 

65.19  Fingerprint  characteristics  of  individual 
prisoners,  along  with  information  about  aliases,  place 
of  incarceration,  place  of  arrest,  and  previous  incar¬ 
cerations,  are  covered  by  registers  of  fingerprint 
characteristics  of  persons  confined  in  Federal, 
State,  and  local  prisons,  ca.  1903-ca.  1916  (7  vols., 
10  in.).  One  volume  is  entitled  "Record  of 
Identifications"  and  anodier  is  called  "Fingerprint 
Identification  Book."  The  seventh  volume  originally 
served  as  a  ledger  for  an  unidentified  prison  and 
contains  entries  for  1898-99.  Entries  in  each  volume 
are  listed  numerically  according  to  numbers  provided 
in  an  index  to  registers  of  fingerprint  character¬ 
istics  ("Name  Index  Books"),  ca.  1905-ca.  1916  (2 
vols.,  2  in.).  Entries  in  the  indexes  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  prisoner. 

RECORDS  OF  THE  NATIONAL 
BUREAU  OF  CRIMINAL  IDENTIFICATION 

OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL  ASSOCIATION 
OF  THE  CHIEFS  OF  POLICE 

65.20  Beginning  in  the  late  19th  century,  the 
International  Association  of  Chiefs  of  Police  operated 
a  National  Bureau  of  Criminal  Identification, 
composed  of  law  enforcement  agencies  that  paid  dues 
to  belong.  The  organization  collected  and  classified 
information  on  criminals  and  disseminated  that 
information  to  its  dues-paying  members.  In  1924  the 
Justice  Department  accepted  custody  of  a  collection 
of  criminal  identification  records  that  the  National 
Bureau  had  maintained  in  its  Washington,  DC,  office. 
The  records  were  deposited  with  the  Division  of 
Identification  of  the  Bureau  of  Investigation. 

65.21  Letters,  postcards,  telegrams,  wanted 
posters,  and  other  materials  received  from  chiefs  of 
police  throughout  the  country  providing  or  requesting 
information  on  criminals  constitute  die  letters 
received  by  the  superintendent,  1897-1924  (2  ft.). 
Many  of  die  letters  transmitted  fingerprint  cards  or 
photographs  diat  are  no  longer  attached.  A  few 
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letters  are  from  private  detectives  seeking  information 
on  criminals.  The  letters  are  arranged  alphabetically 
by  city  (from  C  to  J),  and  thereunder  chronologically. 
Included  are  letters  from  Carson  City,  NV;  Fremont, 
NE;  Hot  Springs,  AR;  and  Houston,  TX. 

65.22  Press  copies  of  letters  sent  by  the 
superintendent,  1898-1923  (66  vols.,  10  ft.),  are 
arranged  by  title  of  volume  (either  Criminal 
Information  or  Correspondence),  and  thereunder 
chronologically.  Addressed  to  police  chiefs,  prison 
officials,  and  other  law  enforcement  authorities,  the 
letters  provide  or  request  information  about  criminals. 
Also  included  are  letters  concerning  such  topics  as 
Bureau  membership  and  the  procedures  used  in 
identifying  criminals.  The  volumes  "Criminal  Infor¬ 
mation"  and  "Correspondence"  do  not  differ  in 
subject  matter.  Each  volume  includes  an  index  to 
correspondents. 

65.23  Chronologically  arranged  press  copies  of 
letters  sent  by  officials  of  the  National  Bureau  of 
Criminal  Identification,  1903-23  (8  vols.,  1  ft.), 
relate  to  administrative  matters,  including  member¬ 
ship,  annual  dues,  receipts  and  expenditures,  and 


general  information  on  the  Bureau  and  its  activ¬ 
ities.  Officials  represented  in  this  series  include  the 
superintendent  and  the  secretary-treasurer.  Some  of 
the  volumes  contain  indexes. 

65.24  A  5-  by  8-inch  photographic  album  of 
criminals  ("Bureau  Album"),  1906  (1  vol.,  1/2  in.), 
published  by  the  National  Bureau,  contains 
photographs  of  criminals  and  such  information  as 
aliases,  arrest  records,  and  Bertillon  measurements. 
The  entries  are  arranged  in  sections  by  type  of 
criminal:  Safe  Blowers,  Pick  Pockets,  Hotel  Sneaks, 
Confidence  Men,  Robbers,  Post  Office  Robbers, 
Burglars,  Porch  Climbers,  Forgers,  Counterfeiters, 
Vagrants,  Thieves,  and  False  Pretenders. 

65.25  Full-face  and  profile  photographs  make  up 
one  side  of  the  National  Bureau’s  criminal 
identification  cards,  ca.  1898-ca.  1910  (10  in.).  On 
the  reverse  side,  the  4  1/4-  by  5-inch  cards  provide 
information  such  as  aliases,  Bertillon  measurements, 
appearance,  date  and  place  of  arrest,  nature  of  crime, 
occupation,  age,  and  place  of  birth  (usually  State 
only).  The  cards  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name 
of  criminal. 
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Record  Group  118 

RECORDS  OF  U.S.  ATTORNEYS  AND  MARSHALS 


From  this  statement  [of  expenditures  for  expenses  of  the  U.S.  courts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1872]  it 
appears  that  the  amount  advanced  to  the  marshals  for  their  fees,  and  for  court  expenses,  including  fees  of  jurors  and 
witnesses,  was  $2,551,789.56. 

A  large  sum  is  expended  annually  for  witnesses’  fees,  a  much  larger  sum  than  ought  to  suffice,  but  I  am  unable  to 
control  it.  A  practice  has  obtained  in  many  of  the  districts  of  summoning  at  each  term  of  the  court  a  large  number  of 
witnesses,  many  of  whom  are  frequently  not  called  upon  to  testify,  and,  in  many  other  instances,  their  testimony,  when 
given,  is  of  such  little  weight  or  importance  that  it  does  not  justify  the  expenses  occasioned  by  their  attendance. 

The  attention  of  the  marshals  and  district  attorneys  and  other  officers  of  the  courts  has  frequently  been  called  to  th  is 
abuse,  but  apparently  without  the  desired  results.  This  is  evidently  the  case  in  the  western  district  of  Arkansas.  In  that 
district  the  amount  advanced  to  the  marshals,  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  reached  the  large  sum  of  $243,809;  a  very 
large  proportion  of  which  was  for  witnesses’  fees. 

George  H.  Williams,  Report  of  the  Attorney  General,  1872,  pp.  6-7. 


Introduction 

118.1  Provision  for  U.S.  attorneys  and  U.S. 
marshals  was  made  by  the  Judiciary  Act  of  September 
24,  1789.  The  officials  holding  these  positions  are 
appointed  for  each  judicial  district  by  die  President, 
widi  die  recommendation  of  die  Attorney  General  and 
die  consent  of  die  Senate.  Originally,  in  most  cases, 
each  State  or  Territory  constituted  one  Federal 
judicial  district.  As  die  business  of  the  courts 
increased,  however,  Congress  audiorized  two  or  more 
districts  in  some  States.  In  some  cases,  districts  were 
organized  into  two  or  more  divisions,  each  district 
and  division  having  a  U.S.  attorney  and  a  U.S. 
marshal. 

118.2  Under  audiority  of  die  act  of  June  22, 
1870,  diat  created  die  Department  of  Justice,  die 
Attorney  General  exercises  general  supervision  over 
die  U.S.  attorneys  and  marshals  in  die  discharge  of 
their  duties.  The  U.S.  attorneys  investigate  violations 
of  Federal  criminal  laws;  present  evidence  of  such 
violations  to  die  grand  jury;  prosecute  Federal 
criminal  cases;  and  act  as  die  Government's  attorney 
in  civil  litigation  in  which  die  United  States  is 
involved  or  has  an  interest.  The  U.S.  marshals 
execute  and  serve  all  lawful  writs,  processes,  and 
orders  issued  to  diem  by  U.S.  courts,  U.S. 
conunissioners,  and  competent  Federal  commissions; 
communicate  widi  the  Department  of  Justice 
concerning  actual  or  anticipated  defiance  of  Federal 
authority;  and  until  1939,  acted  as  local  disbursing 
officers  for  die  Department  of  Justice  and  die  Federal 


courts.  As  disbursing  officers,  the  U.S.  marshals 
customarily  made  disbursements  for  salaries  and 
expenses  of  U.S.  attorneys,  marshals,  and  Federal 
courts  widiin  their  districts.  Since  die  establishment 
of  die  Administrative  Office  of  die  U.S.  Courts  in 
1939,  however,  the  marshals  have  disbursed  funds 
appropriated  for  die  maintenance  and  operation  of 
Federal  courts  only  at  die  discretion  of  diat  Office. 
The  marshals’  areas  of  jurisdiction  may  encompass  a 
division,  a  district,  a  State,  or  a  Territory.  Histor¬ 
ically,  U.S.  marshals  and  their  deputies  played  a 
significant  role,  particularly  in  the  Territories,  where 
they  often  found  themselves  to  be  the  only  real 
representatives  of  law  and  order  in  an  odierwise 
lawless  region.  In  Indian  Territory  alone,  65  deputy 
U.S.  marshals  lost  their  lives  in  die  course  of 
bringing  criminals  to  justice. 

118.3  The  records  described  in  diis  chapter  consist 
chiefly  of  dockets,  case  files,  and  correspondence  of 
U.S.  attorneys  and/or  U.S.  marshals  in  Arizona, 
Arkansas,  California,  Colorado,  Indian  Territory, 
Kansas,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  Oklahoma, 
Oregon,  South  Dakota,  and  Wyoming.  Records  from 
other  Western  States  are  included  in  the  record 
group,  but  diey  postdate  1912.  Most  of  die  records 
are  described  in  some  detail  in  a  Preliminary 
Inventory  in  the  National  Archives  microfiche  edition 
of  preliminary  inventories.  The  records  themselves 
are  distributed  among  die  various  National  Archives 
regional  archives,  die  bulk  of  die  pertinent  records 
being  held  by  die  Central  Plains  Region  and  die 
Soudiwest  Region. 
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118.4  Several  other  record  groups  in  the  National 
Archives  contain  records  relating  to  the  U.S. 
attorneys  and  U.S.  marshals.  Information  about  the 
establishment  of  their  offices  (dates  and  locations)  is 
found  in  pertinent  volumes  of  the  "Inventory  of 
Federal  Archives  in  the  States"  (Series  V, 
Department  of  Justice),  compiled  by  the  Survey  of 
Federal  Archives,  which  are  in  Record  Group  69, 
Records  of  the  Work  Projects  Administration.  Infor¬ 
mation  and  statistics  concerning  their  accomplish¬ 
ments  appear  in  the  published  annual  reports  of  the 
Attorney  General,  which  are  part  of  Record  Group 
287,  Publications  of  the  U.S.  Government.  Records 
concerning  the  Attorney  General’s  supervision  of  the 
U.S.  attorneys  and  U.S.  marshals,  including  appoint¬ 
ment  records,  are  in  Record  Group  60,  General 
Records  of  the  Department  of  Justice.  Records  that 
relate  to  the  role  of  the  U.S.  attorneys  and  U.S. 
marshals  in  the  recovery  of  debts  due  the  United 
States,  ca.  1817-1934,  are  in  Record  Group  206, 
Records  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  and  records 
reflecting  their  activities  in  court  cases  are  in  Record 
Group  21,  Records  of  the  District  Courts  of  die 
United  States.  Copies  of  commissions  issued  to  die 
U.S.  attorneys  and  U.S.  marshals,  1824-88,  are  in 
Record  Group  59,  General  Records  of  die 
Department  of  State. 

118.5  Editorial  Note:  Many  records  in  Record 
Group  118,  including  some  for  die  States  discussed 
below,  originated  after  1912,  and  they  are  not  des¬ 
cribed  here.  Unless  otherwise  noted,  series  consist¬ 
ing  of  records  that  originated  prior  to  1913  but 
extending  beyond  that  date  are  described  in  dieir 
entirety;  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  determine  what 
part  of  such  series  relates  to  die  pre-1913  period. 


ARIZONA 

118.6  Arizona  Territory  was  established  in  1863, 
and  its  judicial  system,  organized  in  1864,  followed 
the  usual  form  of  Territorial  government.  The 
Territory  was  divided  into  diree  judicial  districts, 
with  the  court  meeting  in  Tucson,  La  Paz,  and 
Prescott.  A  fourth  judicial  district  was  created  in 
1891,  and  a  fifth  in  1905.  After  Arizona  was 
admitted  to  the  Union  in  1912,  die  State  constituted 
one  judicial  district,  with  die  district  court  later 
designated  to  convene  in  Tucson,  Prescott,  Globe, 
and  Phoenix.  The  records  of  the  U.S.  Attorney, 
1899-1912,  and  the  U.S.  Marshal,  1875-1912,  for 


Arizona  Territory  are  in  die  custody  of  the  National 
Archives-Pacific  Soudiwest  Region,  Laguna  Niguel, 
CA. 

U.S.  Attorneys 

118.7  The  records  for  die  Territorial  period 
consist  chiefly  of  correspondence.  Most  of  die 
letters  received,  1903-10  (2  ft.),  are  from  other 
Government  agencies,  such  as  the  Bureau  of  the 
Customs,  the  U.S.  district  courts,  and  the  Department 
of  Justice,  or  from  private  law  firms  or  attorneys. 
The  letters,  which  deal  with  information  relating  to 
die  cases  of  die  U.S.  attorney,  are  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically  by  office  of  origin  or  surname  of  corre¬ 
spondent,  and  chronologically  widiin  each  alphabet¬ 
ical  segment.  No  index  is  available.  Bound  press 
copies  of  letters  sent,  1899-1908  (11  vols.,  1  ft.),  by 
die  U.S.  attorneys  in  Prescott,  Tucson,  and  Phoenix, 
relate  primarily  to  specific  litigation.  Most  of  die 
letters  are  addressed  to  odier  Government  agencies, 
attorneys,  and  law  firms.  The  condition  of  die  letters 
varies  from  poor  to  good,  with  a  few  virtually 
illegible  because  of  fading  and  ink  run.  The  letters 
are  arranged  chronologically;  eight  of  die  volumes 
include  indexes. 

118.8  Violations  of  corporation  tax  laws,  such  as 
a  failure  to  file  returns  or  erroneous  returns,  are  die 
subject  of  much  of  die  U.S.  attorney’s  correspond¬ 
ence  regarding  the  enforcement  of  corporation  tax 
laws,  1911-12  (5  in.).  The  letters,  arranged  in 
alphabetical  segments  and  diereunder  chronologically, 
were  exchanged  primarily  widi  the  Office  of  die 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  individual 
corporations,  and  law  firms  representing  corporate 
clients.  The  correspondence  is  not  indexed. 

U.S.  Marshals 

118.9  Letters  to  Federal,  Territorial,  and  local 
government  officials  make  up  die  bulk  of  the  press 
copies  of  letters  sent,  1901-4  (2  vols.,  4  in.), 
covering  the  tenure  of  Myron  H.  McCord  as  U.S. 
Marshal  for  Arizona  Territory.  The  letters  are 
arranged  chronologically,  and  each  volume  contains 
a  name  index  of  addressees.  A  collection  of  original 
appointments  and  oaths  of  U.S.  marshals  and 
deputy  marshals,  1863-1912  (10  in.),  widi  some 
gaps,  also  includes  bonds.  Each  appointment  form 
lists  the  name  of  die  appointee,  the  city  where  he 
served,  his  position,  and  die  date  of  die  appointment. 
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The  records  are  arranged  in  alphabetical  segments  by 
surname  of  the  U.S.  marshal  or  deputy  marshal. 
Included  is  the  appointment  document  dated  1863  of 
Milton  B.  Duffield,  the  first  U.S.  marshal  in  Arizona 
Territory.  Not  included  are  appointment  documents 
for  U.S.  Marshal  Crawley  P.  Dake  or  his  deputy, 
Virgil  Earp.  The  records  are  not  indexed. 

ARKANSAS 

118.10  When  Arkansas  was  admitted  to  the 
Union  in  1836,  it  was  organized  as  a  single  judicial 
district  with  the  court  located  at  Little  Rock.  In  1851 
Arkansas  was  divided  into  two  judicial  districts: 
Eastern,  with  the  court  remaining  at  Little  Rock,  and 
Western,  with  the  court  located  at  Van  Buren.  The 
act  creating  the  districts  also  provided  for  one  U.S. 
attorney  and  one  U.S.  marshal  for  each  district. 
Most  of  the  early  court  records  for  the  Western 
District  were  destroyed  during  the  Civil  War.  In 
1871  the  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  Western  District 
was  transferred  from  Van  Buren  to  Fort  Smidi.  The 
Texarkana  court,  established  in  1887  within  die 
Eastern  District,  was  transferred  to  the  Western 
District  in  1897.  The  Harrison  division  was  created 
in  die  Western  District  in  1902  by  an  act  of 
Congress.  The  records  described  below,  which  are 
in  the  custody  of  the  National  Archives-Soudiwest 
Region,  Ft.  Worth,  TX,  consist  of  grand  jury  records 
from  offices  of  U.S.  attorneys  in  the  western  judicial 
district  and  correspondence  from  U.S.  attorneys  in 
the  eastern  judicial  district. 

Western  District 

118.11  The  records  of  U.S.  attorneys  from  the 
Western  District  for  the  pre-1913  period  consist  of 
grand  jury  criminal  dockets  and  grand  jury  criminal 
minutes  for  three  judicial  divisions:  Fort  Smith, 
Harrison,  and  Texarkana.  Grand  jury  criminal 
dockets  record  the  cases  heard  by  Federal  grand 
juries.  The  information  given  for  each  case  includes 
the  docket  number,  the  names  of  parties  involved,  the 
names  of  witnesses  for  the  United  States,  the  nature 
of  the  alleged  offense,  and  the  action  taken  by  the 
grand  jury.  Entries  in  die  dockets  are  arranged 
chronologically  by  term  and  thereunder  numerically 
by  docket  number.  Each  volume  contains  an  index 
by  name  of  parties.  Grand  jury  criminal  minutes 
provide  a  record  of  daily  proceedings  of  Federal 


grand  juries.  The  information  given  for  each  case 
includes  the  names  of  witnesses,  the  text  of  the 
testimony,  and  a  statement  of  the  action  taken  by  the 
grand  jury.  Specific  dates  and  quantities  of  records 
available  for  each  judicial  division  are  given  below: 

Fort  Smith  Division 

Grand  Jury  Criminal  Dockets,  1897-1934 

(5  vols.,  6  in.) 

Grand  Jury  Criminal  Minutes,  1899-1931 

(36  vols.,  2  ft.) 

Harrison  Division 

Grand  Jury  Criminal  Dockets,  1909-32 

(2  vols.,  2  in.) 

Grand  Jury  Criminal  Minutes,  1902-30 

(21  vols.,  1  ft.) 

Texarkana  Division 

Grand  Jury  Criminal  Dockets,  1895-1934 

(3  vols.,  3  in.) 

Grand  Jury  Criminal  Minutes,  1898-1935 

(26  vols.,  2  ft.) 

Eastern  District 
Little  Rock  Division 

118.12  An  incomplete  collection  of  letters 
received,  1899-1917  (1  ft.),  from  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States,  U.S.  marshals, 
attorneys  in  private  practice,  and  the  general  public 
relate  to  cases  in  progress  or  possible  actions  by  the 
U.S.  attorney.  Included  are  some  telegrams  and 
circulars  issued  by  the  Department  of  Justice.  The 
documents  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  surname  of 
sender,  but  only  letters  for  the  "M,"  "Me,"  and  "N" 
segments  of  the  file  have  been  located. 

118.13  Bound  manuscript  copies  of  chronologi¬ 
cally  arranged  letters  sent,  1849-67  (1  vol.,  3  in.),  to 
U.S.  marshals,  clerks  of  the  courts,  and  Federal 
judges;  agents  for  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs;  and 
other  Federal  officials,  such  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  and  auditor  for  the 
Post  Office,  relate  to  fiscal  matters,  Government 
property,  and  the  status  of  trials  in  which  the  United 
States  was  a  party.  Attorneys  whose  letters  are 
included  are  Abalone  Fowler,  1849-52;  J.  Stillwell, 
1852-53;  J.W.  McConnaughey,  1853-56;  Lea 
Fletcher,  1856-57;  John  M.  Harrell,  1858-59;  and 
after  the  Civil  War,  Orville  Jennings,  1866,  and  Sol 
F.  Clark,  1866-67. 
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CALIFORNIA 

118.14  An  act  of  Congress  dated  September  28, 
1850,  provided  for  the  extension  of  the  U.S.  judiciary 
over  California.  The  act  divided  the  new  State  into 
two  judicial  districts,  each  with  a  district  court.  The 
Northern  District  court  was  to  sit  at  San  Francisco, 
Stockton,  San  Jose,  and  Sacramento,  and  the  South¬ 
ern  District  court  at  Monterey  and  Los  Angeles.  The 
office  of  the  U.S.  attorney  for  the  Northern  District 
was  established  in  San  Francisco  in  1850.  After  the 
southern  judicial  district  was  abolished  in  1866,  San 
Francisco  was  the  exclusive  seat  of  Federal  justice  in 
the  State  until  the  two-district  organization  was 
restored  in  1866.  Los  Angeles  was  again  selected  as 
the  seat  for  the  Southern  District.  In  1900  the 
Southern  District  was  split  into  two  divisions 
(northern  and  southern),  with  court  seats  at  Fresno 
and  Los  Angeles.  A  central  division  was  added  in 
1929.  The  Northern  District  was  split  into  northern 
and  southern  divisions  in  1916,  with  court  session  for 
the  northern  division  to  be  held  at  Sacramento  and 
Eureka  and  for  the  southern  division  at  San 
Francisco.  In  1966  another  reorganization  restruc¬ 
tured  the  districts,  and  the  early  records  are  filed 
under  their  current  district  designations  as  indicated 
below.  The  records  of  the  U.S.  attorneys  and  U.S. 
marshals  for  the  Northern  District  discussed  below 
are  a  relatively  small  part  of  the  Record  Group  118 
materials  held  by  the  National  Archives-Pacific  Sierra 
Region,  San  Bruno,  CA.  Post-1912  records  for  die 
Southern  District  are  held  by  the  National  Archives- 
Pacific  Southwest  Region,  Laguna  Niguel,  CA. 

U.S.  Attorneys 

Northern  District:  Northern  Division 
(now  Eastern  District) 

118.15  Among  the  records  relating  to  civil 
cases,  1899-1971,  are  records  of  U.S.  v.  Soudiern 
Pacific  (2  ft.),  diat  concern  oil  fields  and  fraudulent 
land  acquisition  in  Kern  County.  The  records,  which 
are  arranged  chronologically,  consist  of  depositions, 
abstracts  of  testimony,  and  arguments. 

Northern  District:  Southern  Division 
(now  Northern  District) 

118.16  U.S.  litigation  to  quiet  title  over  mining 
and  mineral  rights  held  by  Standard  Oil  of  California 


is  documented  in  records  relating  to  the  civil  case 
U.S.  Land  Office  v.  Standard  Oil  of  California,  et 
al.,  1865-1937  (13  ft.).  The  records,  which  are 
arranged  chronologically,  consist  of  correspondence, 
transcripts,  abstracts  of  title,  geological  field  survey 
notebooks,  blueprints,  and  maps.  Records  relating 
to  Ninth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  cases  involving 
withdrawn  oil  lands  and  the  acquisition  of  water 
resources  for  the  City  of  San  Francisco,  1905-50 
(19  ft.),  include  correspondence,  memorandums, 
court  transmittals,  exhibits,  reports,  and  photographs. 
The  records  are  arranged  numerically  by  case  number 
and  thereunder  chronologically  by  date  of  issue. 

U.S.  MARSHALS 

Northern  District 

118.17  The  U.S.  marshal’s  office  in  San 
Francisco  was  established  on  May  19,  1851.  The 
records  held  by  the  National  Archives-Pacific  Sierra 
Region  include  die  following  series: 

1.  Letters  Received  From  the  Attorney 
General,  1889-1919  (7  vols.,  2  ft.). 

2.  Letters  Sent  to  the  Attorney  General, 
1906-1919  (8  vols.,  1  ft.). 

3.  Circular  Letters  From  the  Department  of 
Justice,  1881-1915  (3  vols.,  6  in.). 

4.  Treasury  Department  Circular  and  Rou¬ 
tine  Letters,  1904-17  (3  vols.,  6  in.). 

5.  Letters  Received,  1886-1912  (21  vols., 

6  ft.). 

6.  Letters  Sent,  1874-1917  (46  vols.,  6  ft.). 

7.  Telegrams  Received,  1906-13  (2  vols., 

8  in.). 

8.  Telegrams  Sent,  1906-13  (2  vols.,  8  ft.). 


COLORADO 

118.18  Colorado  Territory  was  created  in  1861 
from  parts  of  Kansas,  Nebraska,  New  Mexico  and 
Utah  Territories  and  given  the  usual  Territorial 
judicial  system  of  diree  district  courts.  In  1864  die 
people  of  the  Territory  were  authorized  to  write  a 
constitution,  and  in  it  diey  provided  for  a  single 
judicial  district  after  admission  to  the  Union,  aldiough 
Colorado  was  not  admitted  to  the  Union  until  1876. 
In  1879  die  State  was  divided  into  three  divisions, 
southern,  western,  and  northern.  In  die  following 
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year,  however,  the  divisions  were  abolished,  and 
circuit  and  district  courts  were  established  in  each  of 
the  cities  in  which  courts  were  authorized  to  hold 
sessions.  Records  of  the  U.S.  attorneys  for  the 
District  of  Colorado  are  held  by  the  National 
Archives-Rocky  Mountain  Region,  Denver,  CO. 
Although  the  office  of  U.S.  attorney  was  established 
in  Denver  on  April  21,  1861,  the  records  do  not 
begin  until  the  mid-1870’s.  Records  consist  of 
significant  or  precedent  case  files,  1874-1975  (41 
ft.),  selected  by  die  National  Archives  or  by  die  U.S. 
attorneys  for  retention.  These  cases  generally  relate 
to  such  issues  as  fraud,  bribery,  conspiracy,  violation 
of  internal  revenue  and  firearms  laws,  claims  by 
Indian  tribes,  and  die  status  of  restricted  land.  A 
typical  case  file  includes  correspondence  with 
officials  of  the  Department  of  Justice  and  other 
Government  agencies  about  die  facts  of  die  case  and 
its  conduct,  copies  of  case  papers  filed  in  Federal 
court  (the  originals  of  which  can  usually  be  found  in 
the  court’s  case  file  in  Record  Group  21),  the  attor¬ 
ney’s  working  papers,  trial  notes,  investigative 
reports,  photographs  and  odier  exhibit  material,  and 
newspaper  clippings.  Also  available  are  civil  and 
criminal  case  files,  1899-1926  (2  ft.),  from  Grand 
Junction,  Montrose,  and  Pueblo,  CO. 


INDIAN  TERRITORY 

118.19  Indian  Territory  was  originally  defined  as 
all  U.S.  territory  west  of  die  Mississippi  River  not 
within  Missouri,  Louisiana,  or  Arkansas.  Following 
die  Indian  Removal  Act  of  1830,  diousands  of  Indians 
living  east  of  die  Mississippi  were  removed  to  die 
eastern  portion  of  Indian  Territory,  and  several  Plains 
tribes  were  later  placed  on  reservations  located  in  die 
western  portion.  The  size  of  the  Territory  was 
eventually  reduced  to  die  area  presently  known  as  die 
State  of  Oklahoma.  In  1890  Congress  divided  diis 
area  into  die  Indian  and  Oklahoma  Territories. 

118.20  Beginning  in  1844  judicial  jurisdiction 
over  Indian  Territory  was  vested  in  several  Federal 
courts.  In  diat  year  jurisdiction  over  die  entire 
Territory  was  assigned  to  the  Western  District  of 
Arkansas,  headquartered  at  Fort  Smith.  A  jurisdic¬ 
tional  realignment  in  1883  divided  jurisdiction  over 
die  western  half  of  die  Territory  between  die  District 
of  Kansas  and  die  Northern  District  of  Texas  and  left 
die  eastern  half  widi  die  Western  District  of 
Arkansas.  In  1889  jurisdiction  over  die  Choctaw  and 


Chickasaw  Nations  was  transferred  to  the  Eastern 
District  of  Texas.  The  1890  act  dividing  Indian 
Territory  into  two  Territories  authorized  three  judicial 
divisions  in  each  of  the  Territories,  thus  limiting  the 
authority  of  the  Arkansas,  Kansas,  and  Texas  courts 
over  the  new  Oklahoma  and  Indian  Territories. 
Records  concerning  the  activities  of  the  U.S.  attor¬ 
neys  and  U.S.  marshals  relative  to  Indian  Territory 
are  found  in  records  for  Kansas  and  Oklahoma. 


KANSAS 

118.21  Offices  for  the  U.S.  attorney  and  U.S. 
marshal  were  opened  in  Topeka  before  Kansas 
achieved  statehood.  Kansas  was  admitted  to  the 
Union  as  a  State  in  1861  as  a  single  judicial  district 
widi  regular  terms  of  court  to  be  held  at  Topeka. 
Additional  seats  for  die  district  court  were  established 
at  Leavenworth  in  1872  and  Fort  Scott  in  1879. 
Regular  sessions  of  die  district  court  were  provided 
for  Wichita  in  1883  and  for  Salina  in  1888.  In  1890 
the  District  of  Kansas  was  divided  into  two  divisions, 
first  and  second.  Terms  of  court  for  die  first  division 
were  to  be  held  at  Topeka,  Leavenworth,  Fort  Scott, 
and  Salina;  terms  of  court  for  die  second  at  Wichita. 
Records  documenting  die  work  of  die  U.S.  attorneys 
and  U.S.  marshals  in  Kansas  are  held  by  the  National 
Archives-Central  Plains  Region  in  Kansas  City,  MO. 

U.S.  Attorneys 

District  of  Kansas 

118.22  Described  under  diis  heading  are  records 
diat  eidier  pertain  solely  to  die  period  before  die 
establishment  of  die  divisions  in  1890  or  relate  to 
more  than  one  division.  Other  records  of  the  District 
of  Kansas  that  were  created  prior  to  1890  but 
continued  after  that  date  are  described  as  records  of 
the  first  division. 

General  Records 

118.23  A  document  register,  July-Sept.  1873  (1 
vol.,  1  in.),  lists  the  documents  filed  in  cases 
prosecuted  by  the  U.S.  Attorney  for  the  District  of 
Kansas.  The  entries,  which  are  arranged  numerically 
by  case  number  and  diereunder  chronologically  by 
date  of  receipt,  show  die  case  style  and  number, 
description  of  document,  from  whom  received,  and 
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date  of  receipt.  Brief  abstracts  of  proceedings  held  in 
criminal  and  civil  actions  before  Federal  district 
courts  for  the  District  of  Kansas  and  Indian  Territory 
are  contained  in  the  U.S.  attorney’s  docket, 
1871-1896  (2  vols.,  2  in.).  Although  the  majority  of 
cases  are  criminal  in  nature,  some  bond  forfeitures 
and  other  civil  actions  also  are  recorded.  The  infor¬ 
mation  given  includes  the  case  number,  the  style  of 
the  suit,  a  description  of  the  criminal  indictment  or 
civil  complaint,  die  date  the  initial  document  was 
filed,  and  the  final  disposition  of  the  case.  The  ab¬ 
stracts  are  arranged  in  rough  chronological  sequence; 
each  volume  is  indexed  by  name  of  defendant. 
Listings  of  some  criminal  cases  prosecuted  by  U.S. 
Attorney  J.R.  Hallowed  are  also  found  in  attorney’s 
criminal  docket,  1878-79  (1  vol.,  1/2  in.). 

118.24  Periodic  reports  on  the  status  of  cases 
pending  before  Federal  courts  make  up  die  press 
copies  of  reports  sent  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  Apr.  1910-Mar.  1919  (4  in.,  3 
vols.).  The  reports  cover  bankruptcy,  civil,  and 
criminal  proceedings  held  in  each  of  die  divisions  of 
the  court.  Each  report  contains  die  case  title  and 
number,  the  date  of  the  proceedings,  a  narrative  des¬ 
cription  of  the  actions  taken,  and  often,  comments  on 
instructions  received  from  die  Department  of  Justice. 

Grand  Jury  Records 

118.25  A  grand  jury  docket  (Indian  Territory), 
1883-92  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  contains  brief  abstracts  of 
cases  brought  before  grand  juries  of  the  District  of 
Kansas  in  Wichita  and  Ft.  Scott,  covering  offenses 
committed  in  the  nordiern  portion  of  Indian  Territory. 
A  typical  entry  gives  the  name  and  address  of  die 
defendant,  the  names  and  addresses  of  die  witnesses, 
remarks  concerning  die  examination  of  each  witness 
and  his  or  her  subsequent  retention  for  trial,  a 
summary  of  die  criminal  information  brought  against 
die  accused,  and  a  statement  concerning  the  disposi¬ 
tion  of  the  case,  including  the  signature  of  die  jury 
foreman.  The  entries  are  arranged  by  term  of  court 
and  thereunder  sequentially  by  docket  number.  The 
docket  is  indexed  by  surname  of  defendant. 

First  Division  (Topeka) 

General  Records 

118.26  Letters  received,  1874-1905  (8  ft.), 
arranged  chronologically,  consist  of  letters,  tele¬ 


grams,  and  circulars  received  from  die  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States  and  other  officials  of  die 
Departments  of  Justice;  officials  of  the  Interior,  Post 
Office,  and  War  Departments  and  odier  Departments 
and  agencies  of  die  executive  branch;  Senators, 
Congressmen,  and  officials  of  die  legislative  Branch; 
Federal  court  judges,  U.S.  attorneys,  U.S.  commis¬ 
sioners,  U.S.  marshals,  and  odier  court  officers;  State 
and  local  government  officials  and  law  enforcement 
officers;  attorneys;  and  private  citizens.  The  letters 
relate  chiefly  to  die  U.S.  attorney’s  functions  (des¬ 
cribed  in  118.2)  as  chief  law  enforcement  officer  and 
solicitor  for  the  District  of  Kansas. 

118.27  The  subject  matter  of  the  letters  varies 
greatly.  Most  of  the  letters  are  instructions,  direc¬ 
tives,  and  other  communications  from  the  Attorney 
General  and  odier  Federal  officials,  outlining 
Government  policies,  procedures,  and  regulations  for 
die  investigation  of  criminal  activities  and  die 
prosecution  of  criminal  cases.  Also  included  are 
reports  on  investigations  conducted  by  Federal  agents, 
examiners,  and  operatives  cooperating  widi  die 
attorney’s  office;  requests  for  interpretations  of 
Federal  statutes,  regulations,  and  codes  from  State 
and  local  authorities,  commercial  interests,  and 
private  citizens;  confidential  notifications  from 
Federal,  State,  and  local  law  enforcement  officials 
and  private  citizens  of  violations  or  suspected  viola¬ 
tions  of  Federal  law;  and  requests  from  attorneys  for 
information  pertaining  to  die  status  of  investigations 
and  court  proceedings.  Court  orders,  memorandums, 
and  requests  from  Federal  court  judges  relate  to 
investigations  of  criminal  activities,  grand  jury 
procedure,  prosecution  of  criminal  cases  and  disposi¬ 
tion  of  habeus  corpus  actions.  Letters  from  private 
citizens  seek  assistance  in  settling  claims  against  the 
Federal  Government,  in  quieting  of  land  titles,  and  in 
resolving  issues  of  fees,  expenses,  fines  and  bonds 
stemming  from  civil  and  external  suits. 

118.28  Press  copies  of  letters  sent,  Sept. 
1873-Nov.  1925  (183  vols.,  24  ft.),  by  die  U.S. 
Attorney  for  die  District  of  Kansas  or  his  assistants 
are  arranged  chronologically.  The  volumes  for  die 
period  September  1905  dirough  November  1925  are 
numbered  consecutively  1-131.  The  majority  of  die 
volumes  contain  indexes  to  subjects  and/or  names  of 
addressees.  Addressees  include  die  Attorney  General 
of  die  United  States  and  other  officials  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice;  Supreme  Court  Justices  and  district 
and  circuit  court  judges;  clerks  of  die  court,  U.S. 
commissioners,  U.S.  marshals,  and  other  Federal 
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court  officers;  special  agents,  inspectors,  and  other 
officials  of  investigatory  agencies  of  the  Federal 
government;  State  and  local  court  and  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officers;  attorneys  representing  clients  in 
criminal  and  civil  proceedings  before  Federal,  State, 
and  local  authorities;  and  the  general  public. 

118.29  The  letters  sent  cover  broad  subject  areas, 
with  some  letters  referring  to  frontier  personalities 
such  as  "Bat"  Masterson,  Wyatt  Earp,  and  members 
of  the  Dalton  Gang.  The  volumes  include  copies  of 
official  reports  and  letters  to  the  Attorney  General 
and  other  officials  of  the  Department  of  Justice  and 
other  Federal  agencies  concerning  the  following:  the 
prosecution  of  criminal  cases  and  proceedings  in  civil 
suits  in  which  the  United  States  was  a  party  or  had  an 
interest;  paroles  and  pardons  of  Federal  prisoners; 
surveys  of  jails  and  penitentiaries;  and  investigations 
of  individuals  and  groups  or  organizations  suspected 
of  criminal  activities.  Also  included  are  letters  to 
Supreme  Court  Justices  and  Federal  court  judges 
relating  to  the  discharge  of  the  U.S.  attorney’s  duties 
as  an  officer  of  the  court  and  chief  prosecutor  and 
solicitor  for  the  district;  letters  and  issuances  to 
Federal,  State,  and  local  authorities  providing 
interpretations  and  opinions  on  Federal  statutes, 
codes,  and  rules;  responses  to  requests  for 
cooperation  with  investigations  and  prosecutions  of 
criminal  and  civil  matters  before  State  and  local 
authorities;  and  replies  to  requests  for  Federal 
intervention  in  State  and  local  proceedings.  Also 
found  are  letters  to  attorneys  relating  to  the  status  of 
investigations,  Federal  policies  and  proceedings,  the 
bar  association,  and  professional  activities,  as  well  as 
letters  to  members  of  the  general  public  on  various 
legal,  administrative,  and  personal  matters.  Some 
letters  relate  to  general  administrative  matters,  such 
as  appointments  of  staff  and  court  officers  and 
approval  of  accounts. 

118.30  Letters  received  by  assistant  U.S. 
attorneys,  Feb.  1886-July  1905  (2  ft.),  from 
Federal,  State,  and  local  authorities  and  private 
citizens  pertain  to  the  investigation  and  disposition  of 
civil  and  criminal  cases  and  are  arranged  chrono¬ 
logically  by  month  and  year,  with  each  monthly 
segment  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  assistant  attorney.  The  letters  relate  to  specific 
investigations  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Department  of  Justice  and  the  U.S.  attorney,  and  the 
status  of  cases  tried  by  assistant  attorneys  before 
Federal  and  State  courts.  Because  normal  procedure 
called  for  the  assistant  attorneys  to  handle  all  aspects 


of  proceedings  from  investigation  through  disposition, 
this  series  of  letters  relates  to  individual  cases  rather 
than  to  the  general  activities  of  the  office. 

118.31  Corporate  records,  financial  reports,  and 
correspondence  constitute  the  records  of  the 
Winnipeg,  Salina  and  Gulf  Railway  Company, 
May  2,  1908-Dec.  16,  1912  (4  ft.).  The  company 
records  consist  mainly  of  contracts,  letters  received 
from  potential  investors  and  guarantors,  copies  of 
letters  sent  by  the  president  of  the  railway,  prospec¬ 
tuses,  and  financial  reports.  Also  included  are  some 
records  of  two  predecessor  companies,  the  Winnipeg, 
Yankton  and  Gulf  Railway,  and  the  Topeka  South- 
Western  Railway  Company.  The  records  are  chrono¬ 
logically  arranged  within  seven  arbitrary  subject 
headings  listed  below: 

(1)  General  records  of  the  Winnipeg,  Yankton 
and  Gulf  Railway,  1908-9. 

(2)  General  records  of  the  Topeka  South- 
Western  Railway  Company,  1910. 

(3)  Financial  records  of  the  Winnipeg,  Salina 
and  Gulf  Railway  Company,  1910-12. 

(4)  Corporate  records  of  the  Winnipeg,  Salina 
and  Gulf  Railway  Company,  1909-12. 

(5)  Letters  received  from  Samuel  K.  MacLean, 
the  company’s  financial  and  securities  liaison  in 
London,  England,  1910-12. 

(6)  Correspondence  of  the  Winnipeg,  Salina 
and  Gulf  Railway  Company,  1909-12. 

(7)  Copies  of  telegrams  sent  by  the  Winnipeg, 
Salina  and  Gulf  Railway  Company,  1910-12. 

These  records  apparently  were  seized  by  postal 
inspectors  or  subpoenaed  by  the  U.S.  attorney  as  part 
of  an  investigation  into  the  affairs  of  H.  Leon  Miller, 
president  of  the  railway.  Although  no  postal  fraud 
cases  involving  Miller  or  the  railway  have  been 
identified  within  Federal  court  records  for  the  District 
of  Kansas,  correspondence  of  the  U.S.  attorney 
reveals  that  the  attorney’s  office  and  postal  inspectors 
were  investigating  the  railway  and  Miller’s  activities 
for  evidence  of  postal  fraud.  Much  of  the  correspon¬ 
dence,  particularly  for  the  1911-12  period,  deals  with 
money  received  from  individuals,  counties,  and  cities 
along  the  railway’s  proposed  route. 

Grand  Jury  Records 

118.32  Grand  jury  dockets,  Oct.  1881-Apr. 
1897  (2  vols.,  4  in.),  provide  brief  abstracts  of  cases 
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brought  before  grand  juries  for  U.S.  District  Court 
for  the  District  of  Kansas  prior  to  1891  and  for  the 
first  division  after  that  date.  Entries  include  the  name 
and  residence  of  each  defendant,  the  disposition  of 
the  case,  the  name  of  the  jury  foreman,  the  names 
and  addresses  of  the  witnesses,  remarks  concerning 
the  examination  of  witnesses  and  their  retention  for 
trial,  and  a  summary  of  the  criminal  information 
brought  against  the  accused.  The  abstracts  are 
entered  by  court  term  and  thereunder  listed  sequen¬ 
tially  by  docket  number,  an  arrangement  which 
generally  reflects  the  date  the  case  was  brought 
before  the  grand  jury.  These  volumes  are  indexed  by 
the  surname  of  the  defendant. 

U.S.  Marshals 

General  Records 

118.33  Letters  received  by  the  U.S.  marshal, 
June  1864-Feb.  1918,  with  gaps  (4  in.),  are  arrang¬ 
ed  by  name  of  marshal  and  thereunder  chronological¬ 
ly  by  date  of  letter.  No  letters  are  found  the  years 
1867-69, 1875, 1877, 1879-82,  1884-85, 1887, 1889- 
95,  1897-1906,  and  1909.  The  letters  relate  to  the 
marshal’s  responsibilities  (discussed  in  1 18.2).  Some 
letters  in  this  series  are  addressed  to  deputy  marshals. 

118.34  Press  copies  of  "official”  letters  sent, 
July  1901-Dec.  1912  (2  vols.,  3  in.),  by  the  U.S. 
Marshal  for  the  District  of  Kansas  relate  chiefly  to 
the  discharge  of  die  same  duties  covered  by  die 
letters  received  (118.33).  The  letters  are  arranged 
chronologically  and  indexed  by  name  and/or  title  of 
addressee.  The  letters  are  addressed  to  die  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States  and  odier  officials  of  die 
Department  of  Justice;  Federal  court  judges,  clerks  of 
court,  U.S.  commissioners,  die  U.S.  attorney,  U.S. 
marshals,  and  other  court  officers;  auditors  for  die 
Department  of  State  and  odier  Federal  agencies; 
Internal  Revenue,  Secret  Service,  Post  Office,  and 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  investigators, 
examiners  and  operatives;  wardens,  jailers,  and 
prisoners;  jurors  and  witnesses;  State  and  local  law 
enforcement  officers;  and  odiers. 

118.35  A  collection  of  records  relating  to 
appointments  of  marshals  and  deputies,  Apr.  30, 
1867-Feb.  5,  1894  (2  in.),  also  includes  documents 
concerning  the  employment,  resignation,  and  revoca¬ 
tion  of  commissions  of  U.S.  marshals  and  deputy 
U.S.  marshals.  The  records  consist  of  four  subseries, 
described  below: 


(1)  Marshal’s  bonds,  1882-85,  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically  by  surname,  executed  on  behalf  of  U.S. 
Marshals  William  C.  Jones  and  B.F.  Simpson  at  the 
time  of  their  appointments  to  office  and  giving  die 
names  of  sureties,  the  name  of  die  person  under 
bond,  his  office,  the  date  the  bond  was  executed,  die 
date  die  appointee  assumed  office,  and  die  approval 
of  the  bond  by  die  U.S.  District  Court  judge. 

(2)  A  list  of  deputies,  1889,  providing  the 
name  of  the  deputy,  post  office,  and  remarks  for 
Kansas  (by  county),  Kansas  Indian  agencies,  and 
Indian  and  Oklahoma  Territories. 

(3)  Oaths  of  office  of  deputy  U.S.  marshals, 
1867-94,  arranged  alphabetically  by  surname,  con¬ 
taining  a  signed  statement  of  allegiance. 

(4)  Resignations  and  revocations  of  deputy 
U.S.  marshals,  1871-72,  arranged  chronologically, 
consisting  of  a  letter  of  resignation  submitted  by 
Deputy  Marshal  I.W.  Philips  and  letters  written  by 
U.S.  Marshal  D.W.  Houston,  revoking  die  commis¬ 
sions  of  B.D.  Wilson,  James  Cloud,  A.B.  Narns,  and 
E.B.  Place. 

118.36  The  marshal’s  execution  docket, 
1870-80  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  contains  brief  abstracts  of 
successive  actions  taken  to  serve  writs  and  odier 
executions  issued  by  U.S.  circuit  and  district  courts 
and  by  die  U.S.  commissioner  in  the  District  of 
Kansas.  The  abstracts  are  arranged  by  execution 
number  as  assigned  by  die  court.  Each  entry  includes 
die  execution  number;  die  names  of  die  plaintiff  and 
defendant;  die  date  and  description  of  each  action, 
service,  or  return;  and  die  costs  incurred  by  die 
deputy.  The  volume  is  indexed  by  surname  of 
defendant. 

118.37  Marshal’s  civil  dockets  (U.S.  Cases), 
1874-88  (1/4  in.,  1  vol.),  provide  brief  abstracts  of 
successive  actions  taken  by  W.S.  Tough,  U.S. 
Marshal,  in  actions  ordered  by  the  Circuit  Court  for 
die  District  of  Kansas  and  other  districts  in  cases  in 
which  die  United  States  was  a  party.  Many  of  die 
cases  docketed  are  continuations  of  cases  heard 
earlier.  Included  in  each  entry  are  die  case  number, 
die  names  of  die  parties  involved,  die  district  of  die 
court,  die  date  of  die  court  order,  die  date  die  order 
was  received  by  die  marshal,  and  a  description  of 
each  action  or  service  of  the  U.S.  marshal  and  the 
costs  incurred.  A  few  cases  listed  were  heard  in  die 
district  court.  The  abstracts  are  arranged  chronologi¬ 
cally  by  date  of  initial  action  of  die  U.S.  marshal  and 
indexed  by  surname  of  die  defendant. 
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118.38  Brief  abstracts  of  successive  actions  taken 
by  the  U.S.  marshal  in  criminal  cases  and  cases 
involving  the  forfeiture  of  bonds  issued  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Federal  government,  heard  in  U.S. 
district  court,  are  recorded  in  marshal’s  criminal 
and  forfeiture  dockets  (U.S.  Cases),  1874-88  (1/4 
in.,  1  vol.).  Arranged  chronologically  by  the  date  the 
summons  was  received  by  the  U.S.  marshal,  the 
abstracts  are  indexed  by  the  defendant’s  surname. 

118.39  Marshal’s  dockets,  1874-1908  (10  vols., 
1  ft.),  contain  abstracts  of  actions  taken  by  U.S. 
marshals  in  successive  civil  proceedings  brought 
before  the  circuit  court  and  in  bankruptcy  cases  heard 
by  the  district  court  under  the  act  of  1898,  including 
cases  tried  in  the  second  and  third  divisions.  Each 
entry  contains  court  case  number,  names  of  plaintiffs 
and  defendants,  orders  of  the  court  and  their  dates, 
actions  taken  in  the  service  and  return  of  writs  and 
other  processes,  date  the  process  was  served,  and 
fees  assessed  by  the  marshal  for  service.  Volumes 
for  the  period  1896-1908  also  cite  the  location  of  die 
court  and  the  location  where  die  process  was  served, 
as  well  as  additional  information  about  the  receipt  of 
fees.  Entries  are  arranged  chronologically  by  date  of 
initial  process  served  by  the  U.S.  marshal  after 
December  31,  1874.  Cases  docketed  after  1895  were 
assigned  marshal’s  case  number  in  chronological 
sequence.  Volumes  E,  G,  1,  2,  and  3  are  indexed  by 
surnames  of  defendants. 

118.40  Some  cases  recorded  in  Volume  E  of  the 
marshal’s  dockets  figure  in  a  list  of  jurors, 
Nov. -Dec.  1877  (negligible),  which  identifies  jurors 
who  served  during  die  November  1877  term  of  die 
circuit  court.  Each  entry  provides  name  of  juror, 
term  number,  first  date  of  service,  number  of  days 
served,  and  page  number  of  journal  (Vol.  E)  where 
the  case  is  recorded.  Entries  in  die  marshal’s  record 
of  witnesses  and  jurors,  1875-85  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  are 
arranged  by  court  tenn  and  grouped  thereunder  by 
witnesses,  grand  jurors,  and  petit  jurors.  The  entries 
identify  witnesses  and  jurors  appearing  before  die 
circuit  and  district  courts  in  proceedings  involving 
criminal  offenses,  giving  name,  county  of  residence, 
dates  of  actual  and  necessary  appearance,  number  of 
days  in  attendance,  number  of  miles  traveled,  amount 
paid  for  travel,  and  total  amount  paid  for  attendance 
and  travel. 

118.41  Entries  in  the  marshal’s  witness  book 
(circuit  court),  1889-92  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  a  record  of 
die  witnesses  appearing  before  die  circuit  court,  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  first  letter  of  surname  of 


witness  and  thereunder  chronologically  by  term  of 
court.  Each  entry  gives  the  term  of  court,  the  name 
of  each  witness  and  place  of  residence,  the  number  of 
days  the  witness  appeared  in  court,  and  the  distance 
die  witness  traveled  to  appear.  Also  shown  are  the 
name  and  residence  of  the  deputy  marshal  serving  the 
subpoena  and  the  date  the  subpoena  was  served. 

Financial  Records 

118.42  Vouchers  submitted  by  marshals  to  the 
Department  of  Justice  as  a  claim  for  reimbursement 
make  up  the  records  relating  to  support  of  prison¬ 
ers,  Nov.  23,  1874-Jun.  30,  1892  (3  in.).  Included 
are  records  of  expenditures  from  the  various  county 
jails  in  Kansas  and  Indian  Territory  and  from  the 
Kansas  State  Penitentiary.  The  records  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  county  detention  facility 
and  thereunder  chronologically. 

118.43  The  chronologically  arranged  reports 
concerning  the  support  of  prisoners,  1874-1908, 
with  gaps  (5  in.),  were  submitted  in  support  of 
claims  for  reimbursement  for  expenses  incurred  in  the 
confinement,  subsistence,  medical  care,  and  clothing 
of  prisoners.  These  records  include  the  following: 

(1)  Quarterly  abstracts  submitted  to  the  U.S. 
marshal  by  jailers  and  wardens  within  the  District  of 
Kansas  for  per  diem  expenses  and  goods  used  in  the 
feeding  and  guarding  of  U.S.  prisoners:  These  show 
name  of  jailer  or  warden,  location  (city  and  county) 
of  the  jail  or  prison,  per  diem  rate,  number  of 
prisoners  confined  during  the  quarter,  number  dis¬ 
charged  during  the  quarter,  number  still  in  confine¬ 
ment,  total  number  of  days  in  confinement,  and  total 
amount  claimed.  A  listing  for  each  prisoner  shows 
name,  offense,  committal  authority,  date  of  original 
confinement,  period  charged  for,  number  of  days, 
and  total  amount  claimed. 

(2)  Individual  vouchers  submitted  by  jailers  and 
wardens  to  the  U.S.  marshal  to  substantiate  claims 
made  in  the  quarterly  abstracts:  These  give  date(s)  of 
issue  or  confinement,  name  of  prisoner,  item  issued 
or  number  of  days  confined,  and  amount  claimed  for 
each  prisoner. 

(3)  Vouchers  submitted  to  the  U.S.  marshal  by 
physicians  and  druggists  in  support  of  claims  for 
reimbursement  for  visits  and  medicine  furnished  to 
U.S.  prisoners:  These  give  name  and  title  of 
physician  or  druggist,  location  (city  and  county), 
name  of  jail  where  prisoners  were  visited  or  treated, 
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and  total  amount  claimed.  A  listing  for  each  prisoner 
gives  name,  offense,  disease,  whether  or  not  con¬ 
tracted  in  confinement,  date  of  treatment,  amount 
claimed  for  visit,  amount  claimed  for  medicine,  and 
total  amount  claimed. 

(4)  Semiannual  abstracts  submitted  to  the 
Department  of  Justice  by  the  U.S.  marshal:  These 
cover  claims  for  reimbursement  for  amounts  paid  to 
individual  jailers  and  wardens.  The  claims  give 
names  of  jailers  to  whom  disbursements  were  made, 
their  voucher  numbers,  and  amounts  paid. 

There  are  no  reports  for  the  years  1875-79  and 
1893-1907. 

118.44  Successive  processes  served  by  deputy 
marshals  in  criminal  cases  heard  by  U.S. 
commissioners  and  district  courts  in  all  divisions  in 
Kansas  are  recorded  in  the  deputy  marshal’s  fee 
books,  1889-94  (2  vols.).  The  information  given  in 
each  case  entry  includes  the  names  of  the  deputy  and 
defendant,  the  name  and  location  of  the  U.S. 
commissioner  arraigning  the  case,  the  charge  against 
the  accused,  the  date  the  arrest  warrant  was  issued, 
the  location  where  the  warrant  was  served,  the  date 
of  service,  mileage  and  other  expenses  assessed  by 
the  deputy,  fees  charged  for  the  transportation  and 
subsistence  of  the  accused,  length  of  time  in  court  or 
before  the  commissioner,  and  fees  for  the  commit¬ 
ment  of  convicted  defendants.  The  majority  of  cases 
in  the  first  volume  (1888-90)  relate  to  offenses 
committed  in  the  northern  part  of  Indian  Territory. 

MINNESOTA 

118.45  When  Minnesota  was  admitted  to  the 
Union  in  1858,  it  constituted  one  judicial  district,  and 
offices  for  the  U.S.  attorney  and  the  U.S.  marshal 
were  established  in  St.  Paul.  In  1890  the  District  of 
Minnesota  was  divided  into  six  numerically 
designated  divisions.  Terms  of  court  are  held  at  the 
following  cities:  First  Division— Winona;  Second 
Division— Mankato;  Third  Division— St.  Paul;  Fourth 
Division— Minneapolis;  Fifth  Division— Duluth;  Sixth 
Division— Fergus  Falls.  Most  of  the  records  for  the 
District  of  Minnesota  that  are  described  below  are  in 
the  custody  of  the  National  Archives-Central  Plains 
Region,  Kansas  City,  MO,  but  a  relatively  small 
quantity  of  material,  described  in  118.65,  is  held  by 
the  National  Archives-Great  Lakes  Region,  Chicago, 
IL. 


U.S.  Attorneys 

District  of  Minnesota 

General  Records 

118.46  The  chronologically  arranged  letters 
received,  1874-1910  (9  in.),  represent  only  a  portion 
of  a  larger  series  that  was  destroyed  while  in  the 
custody  of  the  U.S.  Attorney  for  the  District  of 
Minnesota.  The  letters,  received  from  official 
sources  and  private  individuals,  concern  criminal 
investigations  and  the  prosecution  of  criminal  cases 
before  the  courts;  the  status  of  civil  litigations  in 
which  the  Government  had  an  active  role; 
administrative  matters,  including  the  approval  of 
accounts;  appointments  of  court  officers  and  assistant 
U.S.  attorneys;  cooperation  between  Federal  and 
State  law  enforcement  officers;  and  assistance  with 
interpretation  of  Federal  laws,  regulations,  and 
jurisdictional  questions. 

118.47  Much  more  extensive  than  the  letters 
received  are  the  press  copies  of  letters  sent, 
1884-1915  (40  vols.,  7  ft.),  by  the  U.S.  attorney  to 
the  Attorney  General  and  other  officials  of  the 
Department  of  Justice;  officials  of  other  Federal 
agencies;  U.S.  district  and  circuit  court  judges;  State 
and  local  law  enforcement  officers;  private  attorneys; 
and  others.  The  letters  and  reports  in  this  series 
concern  investigations  of  individuals  suspected  of 
criminal  activities,  grand  jury  hearings  on  criminal 
allegations,  and  all  the  other  subjects  covered  by  the 
letters  received  (see  118.46).  The  contents  of  each 
volume  are  chronologically  arranged,  and  each  vol¬ 
ume  contains  an  index  to  addressees  and/or  subjects. 
Responses  to  requests  for  interpretations  and  clarifica¬ 
tions  of  naturalization  laws  and  regulations  constitute 
a  separate  series  of  chronologically  arranged  copies 
of  letters  sent  relating  to  naturalization  matters, 
1907  (1  vol.,  1  in.).  Included  are  notifications  of  the 
Government’s  objections  to,  or  approval  of,  applica¬ 
tions  of  individuals  for  citizenship. 

118.48  Letters,  instructions,  status  reports, 
memorandums,  circulars,  directives,  and  other 
records  make  up  the  general  correspondence,  1911- 
14  (1  ft.),  which  is  arranged  alphabetically  by  name 
of  correspondent  and  thereunder  chronologically. 
The  bulk  of  the  file  is  correspondence  with  Govern¬ 
ment  agencies,  State  and  local  law  enforcement 
officers,  and  private  individuals  concerning  the 
investigation  and  prosecution  of  criminal  cases  and 
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the  status  of  civil  litigation  in  which  the  United  States 
had  an  interest  or  was  involved. 

118.49  Official  and  personal  letters  and  papers 
prepared  by  John  T.  Reed,  clerk  for  the  U.S.  attor¬ 
ney,  are  preserved  in  the  clerk’s  copybook,  1898-99 
(1  vol.,  1  in.).  Reed’s  official  duties  included  the 
drafting  of  documents  submitted  to  the  court  in  civil 
and  criminal  proceedings  and  of  letters  written  on 
behalf  of  the  U.S.  Attorney. 

118.50  Actions  taken  by  the  U.S.  attorney  in  civil 
and  criminal  investigations  and  court  proceedings 
before  Federal  circuit  and  district  courts  are  recorded 
in  a  register  of  actions,  1886-1920  (9  vols.,  2  ft.). 
Entries  include  the  nature  of  the  action  taken,  die 
names  of  the  parties  involved,  the  attorney’s  docket 
number,  and  an  abstract  of  papers  filed,  writs  issued, 
and  processes  served.  The  entries  in  each  volume  are 
arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  the  document 
initiating  the  action  (complaint,  report,  affidavit); 
volume  one  contains  an  index  to  parties.  Criminal 
complaints  received  and  actions  taken  by  the  U.S. 
attorney  are  recorded  in  a  register  of  complaints, 
1897-1899  (1  vol.,  1  in.).  The  entries,  which  are 
arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  complaint,  report, 
or  affidavit,  list  name  of  defendant,  names  of 
complainant,  offense  committed,  date  of  complaint, 
date  of  offense,  names  of  witnesses,  county  of  resi¬ 
dence,  action  taken  by  die  U.S.  attorney,  and  date  of 
action.  Also  included  are  remarks  on  the  status  of 
the  proceedings. 

118.51  Four  series  of  dockets  provide  abstracts  of 
proceedings  involving  various  types  of  cases  or  ac¬ 
tions  handled  by  the  U.S.  attorney.  Civil  dockets, 
1869-97  (2  vols.,  3  in.),  cover  civil  cases  brought 
before  U.S.  district  and  circuit  courts.  The  entries, 
arranged  chronologically,  show  court  of  jurisdiction, 
case  title,  names  of  attorneys  representing  die  defend¬ 
ants,  nature  of  action  originating  the  proceedings, 
initiating  document,  date  of  origination,  documents 
prepared  and  executed,  and  disposition  of  die  case. 
Each  volume  contains  a  name  index  to  plaintiffs  and 
defendants.  Criminal  dockets,  1883-1903  (2  vols., 
3  in.),  cover  criminal  cases  brought  on  indictment 
before  U.S.  district  courts.  The  information  given 
includes  attorney’s  file  number,  case  title,  court 
docket  number,  names  of  Government  witnesses,  date 
of  indictment  and  specific  violation  of  law,  and  list  of 
papers  filed  during  the  proceedings.  Entries  in  die 
first  volume  are  arranged  numerically  by  attorney’s 
file  number,  but  those  in  the  second  volume  are 
arranged  by  term  of  court  and  thereunder  chrono¬ 


logically  by  the  date  of  indictment.  Both  volumes 
contain  name  indexes  to  defendants. 

118.52  Brief  abstracts  of  court  proceedings  and 
investigations  of  equity  cases  brought  on  complaint 
before  U.S.  district  and  circuit  courts  are  recorded  in 
the  equity  docket,  1895-1905  (1  vol.,  1  in.).  The 
entries,  arranged  chronologically,  include  attorney’s 
file  number,  case  title,  court  and  division  where  case 
was  docketed,  nature  of  the  complaint,  and  list  of 
documents  prepared  during  the  investigation  and  court 
proceedings.  A  timber  trespass  docket,  1878-80  (1 
vol.,  1  in.),  contains  brief  abstracts,  chronologically 
arranged,  of  actions  taken  by  the  U.S.  attorney 
during  the  investigation  and  prosecution  of  timber 
trespass  violations.  The  cases  involve  trespass  on 
public  and  Indian  lands  within  the  State  of  Minnesota. 
The  entries  include  court  docket  number,  date  of 
complaint,  case  title,  papers  filed,  actions  taken  by 
the  attorney,  and  expenses  incurred  by  the  investiga¬ 
tion. 

118.53  Official  reports  of  violations  of  internal 
revenue  law,  1890  (7  in.),  submitted  by  collectors  of 
revenue  to  the  U.S.  attorney  for  investigation  and 
prosecution,  are  arranged  numerically  by  attorney’s 
file  number.  The  reports  include  name  of  offender, 
residence  or  place  of  business,  nature  of  offense,  date 
offense  was  committed,  place  committed,  sections  of 
law  violated,  names  of  witnesses,  and  status  of 
investigation  or  prosecution. 

118.54  The  U.S.  attorney’s  journals,  1891-1930 
(19  vols.,  1  ft.),  provide  a  daily  record  of  official 
transactions,  appearances,  events,  conferences,  and 
appointments.  The  entries  are  usually  brief  and 
summary  in  nature.  Also  recorded  in  the  journals  are 
some  personal  experiences  and  observations.  One 
aspect  of  the  personal  life  of  U.S.  Attorney  Robert 
Evans  is  documented  in  a  series  of  newspaper 
clippings,  1900  (1  vol.),  which  cover  his  unsuccess¬ 
ful  attempt  to  be  appointed  to  the  U.S.  Senate  from 
Minnesota  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  the  death  of 
Senator  Cushman  K.  Davis. 

Records  Relating  to  Legal  Precedents 

118.55  The  precedent  case  Files,  1899-1951  (28 
ft.),  consist  of  records  of  selected  civil  and  criminal 
cases  either  mentioned  in  the  published  annual  reports 
of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  or  desig¬ 
nated  as  precedent  cases  by  the  U.S.  attorney.  De¬ 
pending  on  the  style  of  case,  the  files  include  copies 
of  documents  filed  during  court  proceedings;  tran- 
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scripts  of  testimony  and  depositions;  appeal  docu¬ 
ments;  exhibits  entered  in  evidence;  briefs  of  the 
plaintiffs  and  the  defendants;  the  attorney’s  notes  on 
the  trial;  correspondence  with  the  Attorney  General 
and  other  officials  of  the  Department  of  Justice  and 
other  Federal  agencies;  and  related  procedural  docu¬ 
ments.  The  records  are  arranged  by  type  of  case  and 
thereunder  chronologically. 

Grand  Jury  Records 

118.56  Grand  jury  dockets,  1896-1922  (3  vols., 
3  in.),  are  arranged  by  grand  jury  term  and 
thereunder  by  court  division.  Each  volume  contains 
an  index  to  defendants.  These  dockets  provide  a 
record  of  cases  before  Federal  grand  juries  within  the 
District  of  Minnesota.  Docket  entries  include  case 
number  assigned  by  the  court,  type  of  case,  names  of 
witnesses  for  the  United  States,  actions  taken  by  the 
grand  jury,  and  date  of  indictment  or  the  finding  of 
no  true  bill.  Grand  jury  minutes,  1898-1912  (5 
vols.,  5  in.),  provide  a  record  of  daily  activities  of 
Federal  grand  juries.  The  entries  include  lists  of 
grand  jurors  and  dates  of  service,  file  number 
assigned  to  the  proceedings,  case  title,  alleged 
violation  of  law,  names  of  witnesses  for  the  United 
States,  date  of  hearing,  actions  taken  by  the  grand 
jury,  date  of  indictment  or  discharge,  and 
occasionally  place  of  confinement  of  defendants. 

118.57  Witness  dockets,  1897-1925  (4  vols.,  5 
in.),  are  a  record  of  witnesses  appearing  before  the 
Federal  grand  and  petit  juries  within  the  District  of 
Minnesota.  The  entries  include  case  number  assigned 
by  grand  jury  or  court,  names  of  witnesses,  date  they 
were  summoned  to  appear,  date  of  appearance,  and 
date  of  discharge.  Occasionally  the  case  title  is 
shown.  Entries  in  the  first  and  fourth  volumes  are 
arranged  by  term  of  court  and  thereunder  by  court 
division;  those  in  the  second  and  third  volumes  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  the  witnesses. 

Sixth  Division  (Fergus  Falls) 

Records  of  the  Special  Assistant  to  the  U.S. 

Attorney  General  to  Investigate  Affairs  at  the 

White  Earth  Reservation 

118.58  In  1909,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States 
appointed  Judge  Marsden  C.  Burch  his  special 
assistant  to  investigate  and  bring  to  trial  individuals 


involved  in  defrauding  certain  Chippewa  fullbloods 
and  minors  who  lived  on  the  White  Earth  Indian 
Reservation  in  Minnesota.  The  investigation  of  the 
alienation  of  allotted  lands  on  the  reservation  under 
provision  of  an  act  of  1906  was  undertaken  in 
response  to  recommendations  made  by  Inspector  E.B. 
Linnen  and  Special  Agent  Warren  K.  Moorhead,  who 
were  employed  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs, 
Department  of  the  Interior,  to  investigate  the  status  of 
allotments  on  the  reservation.  John  H.  Hinton,  a 
special  agent  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  was 
detailed  to  assist  Judge  Burch  in  his  investigation. 

118.59  The  records,  either  created  or  collected 
by  the  special  assistant  during  the  course  of  the 
investigation  or  resulting  from  the  investigation, 
constitute  11  series.  Four  postdate  1912:  general 
correspondence,  1914-15;  roll  of  Chippewa  Indians 
with  allotments  within  the  White  Earth  Reservation, 
1918;  transcripts  of  Special  Master’s  proceedings, 
1913-15;  and  tentative  settlement  agreements  for 
cases  involving  White  Earth  Reservation  lands,  1917- 
20.  The  rest  of  the  series  are  discussed  below 
(118.60-118.64). 

118.60  The  White  Earth  subject  files,  1909-22 
(28  ft.),  consist  of  correspondence,  memorandums, 
reports,  surveys,  studies,  anthropological  evaluations, 
Indian  genealogies  and  questionnaires,  settlement 
agreements  and  statements,  affidavits  of  "Indian 
blood,"  circulars,  directives,  and  other  records  ac¬ 
cumulated  by  the  special  assistant  to  the  Attorney 
General  during  the  investigation  and  prosecution  of 
the  White  Earth  cases.  The  correspondence  consists 
of  letters  received  and  sent  by  the  special  assistant, 
the  U.S.  attorney,  the  attorney  in  charge  of  the  inves¬ 
tigations,  and  special  Indian  agents,  investigators, 
examiners,  and  enrollment  commissioners  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Interior.  Most  of  the  correspondence 
is  with  the  Attorney  General  and  other  officials  of  the 
Department  of  Justice;  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs;  the  Solicitor 
of  die  Treasury  and  other  officials  of  the  Treasury 
Department;  U.S.  circuit  and  district  court  judges; 
attorneys  for  the  defendants;  and  complainants  and 
witnesses.  The  records  are  arranged  under  five  major 
subject  classifications  with  a  number  assigned  to 
each:  (1)  administration;  (2)  White  Earth  suits;  (3) 
matters  pertaining  to  White  Earth  suits  in  general;  (4) 
White  Earth  matters  not  in  suit  or  pertaining  to  suits; 
and  (5)  matters  other  than  White  Earth.  Under  each 
major  heading,  files  are  arranged  by  subject  and 
subheading  and  thereunder  chronologically. 
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118.61  Incomplete  allotment,  enrollment,  and 
correspondence  indexes,  1909-16  (2  ft.),  on  3-  by 
5-inch  cards,  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
allottee  or  enrollee,  and/or  correspondent  or  subject. 
The  indexes  include  the  name  of  the  individual 
allottee  or  enrollee  and/or  the  subject  or  correspond¬ 
ent;  the  original  and  additional  allotment  numbers; 
the  enrollment  or  Linnen  and  Moorehead  case  num¬ 
ber;  the  equity  case  number;  and  the  classification 
number  used  in  the  attorney  subject  file.  A  few  cards 
contain  cross-references. 

118.62  The  White  Earth  civil  dockets,  1910-22 
(9  vols.,  1  ft.),  like  dockets  described  previously, 
provide  brief  abstracts  of  successive  proceedings  in 
White  Earth  equity  cases  brought  before  the  U.S. 
circuit  and  district  courts  by  the  Special  Assistant. 
The  entries  include  court  and  attorney’s  case  num¬ 
bers,  names  of  defendants,  names  of  plaintiffs  if  other 
than  the  United  States,  attorneys  for  the  defendants, 
names  of  Indian  allottees  with  land  in  suit,  legal 
discretion  of  the  land  in  suit,  original  and/or 
additional  allotment  numbers,  date  of  proceedings 
held  before  the  court,  and  actions  taken  by  the 
attorney.  The  dockets  are  arranged  numerically  by 
court  docket  number. 

118.63  White  Earth  case  files,  1910-22  (38  ft.), 
arranged  numerically  by  court  case  number,  consist 
of  documents  prepared  for  submission  to  the  U.S 
circuit  and  district  courts.  Included  in  the  files  are 
copies  of  papers  filed  during  the  court  proceedings, 
transcripts  of  proceedings  and  of  testimony,  deposi¬ 
tions  of  witnesses,  exhibits  entered  in  evidence,  briefs 
submitted  on  appeal  by  plaintiffs  and  defendants, 
attorneys’  notes  on  trials,  correspondence,  tentative 
agreements  for  settlements  outside  of  court,  and 
related  investigative  studies  used  to  substantiate  the 
Government’s  case.  Arranged  numerically  by  case 
file  number  is  the  special  assistant’s  reference  file, 
1910-22  (3  ft.),  which  contains  copies  of  publications. 
Government  reports,  briefs,  law  journal  articles,  and 
notes  accumulated  during  the  investigation  and  pros¬ 
ecution  of  the  White  Earth  cases.  The  records  relate 
to  all  aspects  of  the  investigations  and  court  proceed¬ 
ings.  Some  items  duplicate  papers  filed  with  the 
court  or  included  in  the  White  Earth  subject  files 
(118.60). 

118.64  Other  related  records  concern  allotments 
and  a  land  survey.  Schedules  of  allotments,  1900-10 
(5  vols.,  5  in.),  document  allotments  of  land  to 
Mississippi  and  Otter  Tail  Pillager  Chippewa  Indians 
of  the  White  Earth  Reservation  under  provisions  of 


the  acts  of  January  14,  1889,  April  28,  1904,  and 
December  20,  1909.  Grants  made  under  provisions 
of  the  acts  included  original,  additional,  supplemen¬ 
tary,  and  lieu  swampland  allotments.  Depending  on 
the  date  and  nature  of  the  allotment,  the  entries  give 
the  allotment  number;  the  name,  sex,  age,  and  blood 
status  of  the  allottee;  and  a  legal  description  of  the 
allotted  land  including  the  subdivision,  township, 
range,  and  number  of  acres.  The  records  are 
arranged  by  act  of  Congress  and  thereunder  numer¬ 
ically  by  allotment  number.  Records  relating  to  a 
survey  of  the  White  Earth  Indian  Reservation, 
1871-1909  (214  items,  5  in.),  were  used  primarily  to 
determine  the  status  of  land  transactions  during 
preliminary  investigations  in  the  White  Earth  cases. 
Arranged  by  township  and  range,  the  records  consist 
of  originals  and  copies  of  maps,  plats,  and  survey 
field  notes. 

118.65  Records  of  the  U.S.  Attorneys  for  the 
District  of  Minnesota  in  the  custody  of  the  National 
Archives-Great  Lakes  Region  consist  of  letters 
received  and  sent,  dockets  of  criminal  cases,  materi¬ 
als  relating  to  the  Chippewa  allotment  fraud  cases, 
and  case  files.  The  case  files,  ca.  1891-1906  (42 
ft.),  form  the  bulk  of  the  records.  Most  of  these  files 
involve  timber  trespass  and  the  sale  of  liquor  to 
Indians.  The  letters  received,  1869-99  (4  vols.  and 
unbound  papers,  ca.  3  ft.),  chiefly  from  Federal  of¬ 
ficials  or  agencies,  include  bound  letters  from  the 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  1869-81;  the  Commissioner 
of  Internal  Revenue,  1874-81;  the  Attorney  General, 
1873-85;  and  other  officials  of  the  Department  of 
Justice,  1881-85.  Press  copies  of  letters  sent,  1876- 
87  (4  vols.,  6  in.);  criminal  dockets,  1882-85  (3 
vols.,  3  in.);  and  evidential  materials  in  Indian  land 
allotment  fraud  cases,  1910-15,  (10  in.),  make  up 
die  remainder  of  the  records  held  by  the  Great  Lakes 
Region.  The  records  gadiered  for  use  in  civil  cases 
charging  fraud  in  the  purchase  of  land  allotments 
made  to  die  Minnesota  Chippewa  Indians  consist  of 
a  few  genealogies  of  the  Mille  Lac  Indians;  records 
on  the  blood  status  of  Indians  on  the  White  Earth 
Reservation,  including  affidavits  of  blood  degree,  and 
statements  as  to  blood  status;  and  other  evidence 
concerning  certain  individual  Indians. 

MISSOURI 

118.66  Missouri  was  admitted  to  die  Union  in 
1821  and  organized  as  a  single  judicial  district  in  die 
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following  year.  The  court  was  to  be  held  at  the  seat 
of  government,  but  shortly  after  Missouri  became  a 
State  the  capital  was  moved  from  St.  Louis  to 
Jefferson  City.  This  created  a  difficult  situation, 
because  the  vast  majority  of  Federal  business  took 
place  in  or  near  St.  Louis.  This  problem  was  not 
really  solved  until  1857,  when  Missouri  was  divided 
into  the  Eastern  and  Western  Districts.  Court  was 
held  in  St.  Louis  for  the  Eastern  District  and  in 
Jefferson  City  for  the  Western  District.  In  1879  the 
Western  District  was  divided  into  two  divisions, 
eastern  and  western,  with  court  sessions  to  be  held  at 
Jefferson  City  and  Kansas  City,  respectively.  The 
National  Archives-Central  Plains  Region,  Kansas 
City,  MO,  holds  records  for  the  U.S.  attorneys  in  the 
Western  and  Eastern  Districts  and  for  the  U.S. 
marshals  in  the  Western  District. 

U.S.  Attorneys 

Western  District 

118.67  Civil  and  criminal  cases  brought  by  the 
U.S.  attorney  for  trial  before  U.S.  courts  for  the 
Western  District  of  Missouri  are  registered  in  the 
attorney’s  record  (register  of  actions),  1871-89  (3 
in.).  Arranged  by  term  of  court,  thereunder  by  type 
of  case,  and  thereunder  numerically  by  docket 
number,  the  entries  in  the  register  include  the  docket 
number  assigned  to  each  case,  the  name  of  the 
plaintiffs  and  defendants,  the  date  of  institution  of 
action,  the  amount  of  the  judgment  or  fine,  and 
remarks  on  the  satisfaction  of  judgment  and  status  of 
proceedings.  The  register  is  indexed  by  name  of 
defendant. 

Eastern  District 

General  Records 

118.68  Press  copies  of  letters  sent,  1853-89  (22 
vols.,  3  ft.),  by  the  U.S.  Attorney  for  the  District  of 
Missouri  prior  to  1857  and  for  the  Eastern  District  of 
Missouri  from  1857  through  1883  are  addressed  to 
the  U.S.  Attorney  General  and  other  officials  of  the 
Department  of  Justice,  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
Federal  district  and  circuit  court  judges,  clerks  and 
other  court  officers,  U.S.  commissioners,  U.S. 
marshals  and  their  deputies,  special  agents  and  other 
investigative  officials,  law  enforcement  officers,  and 
the  general  public.  The  letters  cover  the  same  broad 


subject  areas  described  in  detail  in  the  entry  for  the 
letters  sent.  First  Division  of  the  District  of  Kansas 
(118.28,  118.29).  The  letters  are  arranged  chrono¬ 
logically,  with  the  majority  of  the  volumes  containing 
indexes  to  subjects  and/or  names  of  addressees. 

Grand  Jury  Records 

118.69  Dockets  and  minutes  document  cases 
brought  before  Federal  grand  juries  in  the  Eastern 
District.  Entries  in  the  grand  jury  dockets, 
1887-1932  (12  vols.,  1  ft.),  identify  the  case  number, 
the  nature  of  the  offense  or  criminal  charge,  the 
names  of  the  defendants,  the  actions  taken  by  the 
grand  jury  and  the  date  of  indictment  or  finding  of  no 
true  bill,  and  occasionally  lists  of  witnesses  and  their 
place  of  residence.  The  dockets  are  arranged  by 
name  of  the  city  where  court  was  held  and  thereunder 
by  grand  jury  term.  Volumes  1  and  9-12  are  indexed 
by  name  of  defendant. 

118.70  The  grand  jury  minutes,  1876-1917  (11 
vols.,  1  ft.),  are  arranged  by  grand  jury  term  and 
thereunder  by  court  division.  The  minute  books 
contain  lists  of  grand  jurors  and  their  place  of 
residence,  lists  of  witnesses,  abstracts  of  testimony  of 
witnesses  appearing  before  the  Grand  Jury,  the  nature 
of  the  offense  or  criminal  violation,  actions  taken  and 
die  date  of  indictment  or  no  true  bill,  and 
occasionally  remarks  on  the  status  of  investigations 
and  hearings. 

U.S.  Marshals 

Western  District 

118.71  Records  of  expenditures,  1879-83  (3 
in.),  made  by  the  U.S.  marshal  cover  payments  for 
goods  and  services,  travel  and  subsistence  allowances 
for  witnesses  and  jurors,  and  disbursements  for 
salaries  and  expenses  of  U.S.  attorneys,  marshals, 
and  court  officers.  The  documents  are  arranged 
chronologically. 

NEBRASKA 

118.72  When  Nebraska  was  admitted  to  the 
Union  in  1867  it  was  constituted  as  one  judicial 
district.  Initially  die  U.S.  attorney’s  office  was 
located  in  Omaha  but  was  later  moved  to  the  capital 
at  Lincoln,  as  was  customary,  dien  subsequently 
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relocated  in  Omaha  where  it  remains.  Some  records 
of  the  U.S.  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Nebraska  are 
held  by  the  National  Archives-Central  Plains  Region, 
Kansas  City,  MO. 

118.73  Only  one  series  of  records  contains  pre- 
1913  materials.  Press  copies  of  letters  sent,  Nov.  7, 
1905-Apr.  16,  1920  (11  vols.,  2  ft.),  by  the  U.S. 
attorney  or  his  assistants  cover  the  same  broad  subject 
areas  already  described  in  detail  (118.29).  The  letters 
are  addressed  to  the  Attorney  General  and  other  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  Department  of  Justice;  Supreme  Court 
justices  and  district  and  circuit  court  judges;  clerks  of 
the  court,  U.S.  commissioners,  U.S.  marshals,  and 
other  court  officers;  special  agents,  inspectors,  and 
investigators  employed  by  Federal  agencies;  State  and 
local  law  enforcement  officers;  attorneys  representing 
clients  in  criminal  and  civil  proceedings  before 
Federal,  State,  and  local  authorities;  and  the  general 
public.  The  letters  are  arranged  chronologically. 
Volumes  1  and  2  contain  copies  of  letters  relating 
chiefly  to  civil  cases  and  matters  within  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  U.S.  Circuit  Court,  1905-16.  Volumes 
3-11  chiefly  relate  to  litigations  and  matters  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  U.S.  District  Court,  1907-21. 
Each  volume  contains  a  surname  index  to  addressees. 


OKLAHOMA 

118.74  The  first  nontribal  court  within  the 
present  limits  of  Oklahoma  was  established  at 
Muskogee  under  an  act  of  March  1,  1889  (25  Stat. 
783).  This  tribunal,  known  as  the  United  States 
Court  in  the  Indian  Territory,  had  "exclusive  original 
jurisdiction  over  all  offenses  against  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  committed  within  the  Indian  Territory . . . 
not  punishable  by  death  or  by  imprisonment  at  hard 
labor"  and  over  all  civil  cases  between  U.S.  citizens 
resident  in  the  Territory  or  between  citizens  outside 
and  persons  residing  or  found  within  the  Territory 
involving  sums  of  $100  or  more.  An  act  of  May  2, 
1890,  created  Oklahoma  Territory  by  dividing  Indian 
Territory  into  two  parts  and  provided  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  three  judicial  divisions  in  both  the  new 
Oklahoma  Territory  and  in  that  portion  that  remained 
Indian  Territory.  In  1895  Congress  transformed  the 
divisions  in  Indian  Territory  into  districts  and  gave 
the  U.S.  courts  there  exclusive  original  jurisdiction 
over  all  offenses  against  Federal  law  committed 
within  die  Territory  after  September  1,  1896.  Thus, 
Congress  formally  ended,  except  for  cases  pending, 


jurisdiction  of  U.S.  courts  in  Kansas,  Arkansas,  and 
Texas  over  cases  originating  in  Indian  Territory.  In 
1907  Oklahoma  and  Indian  Territories  were  combined 
to  form  the  State  of  Oklahoma.  The  new  State 
constituted  two  judicial  districts,  the  Eastern  District, 
corresponding  to  what  had  been  Indian  Territory,  and 
the  Western  District,  corresponding  to  Oklahoma 
Territory.  Bodi  circuit  and  district  courts  were  estab¬ 
lished  at  Muskogee  and  five  other  locations  for  die 
Eastern  District,  and  at  Oklahoma  City  and  three 
other  sites  for  the  Western  District. 

118.75  Records  relating  to  activities  of  the  U.S. 
attorneys  in  Indian  and  Oklahoma  Territories  and  in 
the  Western  District  of  Oklahoma  are  among  the 
holdings  of  the  National  Archives-Southwest  Region 
in  Fort  Worth,  TX. 

Indian  Territory 

118.76  The  records  consist  of  two  small  series, 
namely  a  witness  record,  1901-2  (1  vol.,  1  ft.),  and 
grand  jury  dockets,  1893-1907  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  and 
two  relatively  large  sets  of  dockets.  Civil  dockets, 
1892-1907  (7  vols.,  6  ft.),  provide  a  record  of  actions 
taken  in  noncriminal  suits  in  which  the  United  States 
was  a  plaintiff,  including  forfeiture  of  bail  bonds, 
injunctions  blocking  introductions  of  cattle  into  the 
Creek  nation,  default  of  judgments,  and  suits  to  quiet 
title  to  land.  The  entries  give  name  of  defendant, 
amount  of  the  suit,  and  a  summary  of  court  proceed¬ 
ings.  Three  volumes  contain  entries  arranged  numer¬ 
ically  by  case  number;  each  of  these  volumes  contains 
an  index  arranged  alphabetically  by  initial  letter  of 
surname  of  defendant.  Entries  in  the  remaining  vol¬ 
umes  are  arranged  by  location  and  thereunder  chrono¬ 
logically. 

118.77  Among  the  criminal  dockets,  1890-1907 
(74  vols.,  42  ft.),  are  21  volumes  of  preprinted  forms 
providing  for  the  following:  names  of  defendant  and 
complainant,  charge,  information  about  the  U.S.  com¬ 
missioner’s  hearings,  names  of  recognizances  for  the 
defendant,  names  of  Government  witnesses,  names  of 
defendant’s  witnesses,  praecipe  for  additional  Govern¬ 
ment  witnesses,  expectations  for  testimony  of  the 
witnesses,  indictment  data,  and  date  of  court  proceed¬ 
ings.  The  forms  are  arranged  numerically  by  case 
number.  The  remaining  volumes  identify  the  parties 
and  witnesses  involved,  list  charges,  and  provide  in¬ 
formation  about  the  disposition  of  the  cases,  including 
fines  levied,  length  of  sentence,  and  place  of  incar¬ 
ceration.  The  volumes  contain  indexes  which  are 


42 


arranged  alphabetically  by  initial  letter  of  the  surname 
of  the  defendant. 

Oklahoma  Territory 

118.78  Civil  and  criminal  dockets  document 
activities  of  U.S.  attorneys  in  Oklahoma  Territory. 
A  civil  docket,  1892-97  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  provides  a 
record  of  actions  in  law  and  equity  brought  before  the 
courts  to  quiet  title,  compel  the  issuing  of  deeds, 
remove  cattle  trespassing  on  Indian  land,  and 
authorize  the  sale  of  property  seized  for  introducing 
liquor  or  the  unauthorized  cutting  of  timber.  The 
information  provided  for  each  case  includes  the 
docket  number,  the  names  of  the  parties  involved,  the 
cause  of  the  action,  and  the  date  of  judgement.  The 
entries  within  the  docket  are  arranged  by  county  and 
thereunder  numerically  by  case  number.  The  volume 
also  contains  a  list  of  cases  appealed  to  the  Territorial 
Supreme  Court. 

118.79  A  record  of  proceedings  in  criminal  cases 
brought  on  indictment  before  the  Territorial  courts  is 
provided  by  the  criminal  dockets,  1890-96  (4  vols., 
8  in.).  The  information  given  for  each  case  includes 
docket  number,  name  of  defendant,  offense,  date  of 
information  or  indictment,  disposition  of  case,  and 
occasionally  dates  documents  were  served.  Within 
each  docket  the  entries  are  arranged  by  county  and 
thereunder  numerically  by  case  number.  The  volume 
that  covers  the  period  1894-96  contains  an  index  to 
the  surnames  of  defendants. 

Western  District  of  Oklahoma 

(Oklahoma  City) 

118.80  Case  files,  1886-1966  (38  ft.),  relating  to 
legal  precedents  are  arranged  by  type  of  case  (civil  or 
criminal)  and  thereunder  alphabetically  by  surname  of 
defendant.  These  records  include  correspondence, 
copies  of  court  documents,  attorney’s  work  notes, 
exhibits,  and  FBI  reports  maintained  in  case  files 
having  legal  impact,  relating  to  civil  disturbance,  or 
receiving  intense  public  interest.  Some  case  files 
relate  to  a  longstanding  dispute  over  the  estate  of 
Jackson  Barnett,  a  wealthy  Creek  Indian,  which  was 
finally  resolved  by  Federal  courts  in  the  1930’s;  land 
fraud  cases  involving  lands  belonging  to  Ponca 
Indians;  and  certain  Osage  murder  cases  in  which 
white  persons  who  were  married  to  Osage  Indians 
attempted  to  consolidate  mineral  headright  shares  in 
their  spouses  by  murdering  the  spouses’  relatives. 


OREGON 

118.81  Oregon  was  admitted  to  the  Union  in 
1859,  and  the  U.S.  District  Court,  District  of 
Oregon,  was  established  that  year.  The  State  has 
remained  as  one  judicial  district.  Some  records  of  the 
U.S.  attorneys  and  U.S.  marshals  for  the  District  of 
Oregon,  who  were  permanently  situated  in  Portland 
in  1860,  are  in  the  custody  of  the  National  Archives- 
Pacific  Northwest  Region,  in  Seattle,  WA.  A  sub¬ 
stantial  collection  of  records  from  the  office  of  the 
U.S.  attorney,  ca.  1870-1954,  is  held  by  the  Oregon 
Historical  Society,  1230  SW.  Park  Ave.,  Portland, 
OR. 

118.82  The  pre-1913  records  consist  of 
correspondence  and  case  files.  Letters  received, 
1874-1900  (ca.  6  ft.),  by  the  U.S.  Attorney  for  the 
District  of  Oregon  are  arranged  chronologically,  with 
the  letters  for  some  years  arranged  alphabetically  by 
name  of  writer.  Press  copies  of  letters  sent,  1890-94 
(3  vols.,  4  in.),  by  the  U.S.  marshal  are  arranged 
chronologically.  Records  relating  to  the  Oregon 
land  fraud  cases,  1904-8  (5  ft.),  which  resulted  in 
the  indictment  of  U.S.  Senator  John  Mitchell  and  die 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  are 
arranged  by  case  groupings.  The  case  files,  which 
usually  include  correspondence,  affidavits,  court  doc¬ 
uments,  trial  notes,  and  other  materials  created  during 
the  investigation  and  prosecution  of  the  cases,  are 
arranged  in  the  following  groups:  U.S.  Attorneys 
General  Investigative  Files;  California  Cases;  24-1 
and  11-7  Cases;  Henry  Meldrum  Cases;  George 
Brownell  Cases;  Mitchell-Tanner  Cases;  Williamson- 
Gesner  Cases;  Blue  Mountain  Forest  Reserve  Case; 
Siletz  Cases;  Sorenson-Hall  Cases;  Butte  Creek 
Livestock,  Land  &  Lumber  Company  Cases;  Booth- 
Kelly  Cases;  and  Miscellaneous  General  Land  Office 
Cases. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA 

118.83  On  November  2,  1889,  President 
Benjamin  Harrison  issued  proclamations  admitting 
North  and  South  Dakota  to  die  Union.  An  act  of 
February  27,  1890,  provided  for  die  judicial  organi¬ 
zation  of  South  Dakota.  Constituted  as  a  single  judi¬ 
cial  district  divided  into  eastern,  central,  and  western 
divisions,  court  terms  were  to  be  held  at  Sioux  Falls, 
Pierre,  and  Deadwood,  respectively.  Records  of  the 
U.S.  Attorney  for  the  District  of  South  Dakota  are 
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divided  between  the  National  Archives-Central  Plains 
Region,  in  Kansas  City,  MO,  and  the  National 
Archives-Rocky  Mountain  Region,  in  Denver,  CO. 
U.S.  Marshal  records  are  held  by  the  Central  Plains 
Region. 

U.S.  Attorneys 

118.84  Complaints  filed  with  the  U.S.  attorney  in 

alleged  criminal  matters  are  recorded  in  registers  of 
complaints,  1896-1918  (4  vols.,  7  in.),  which  are  in 
the  custody  of  the  Central  Plains  Region.  Entries 
include  the  names  of  the  defendant  and  complainant; 
the  offense  committed  and  die  date  it  was  committed; 
the  names  of  the  witnesses;  the  political  subdivision, 
Indian  reservation,  or  court  division  in  which  the 
crime  was  perpetrated;  actions  taken  by  the  U.S. 
attorney  and  the  date  of  each  action;  and  remarks  on 
the  status  of  the  investigations  and  trials.  The 
contents  of  each  volume  are  arranged  chronologically 
by  the  date  the  complaint  was  filed,  and  each  volume 
contains  an  index  by  surname  of  defendant.  Prece¬ 
dent  case  files,  1894-1939  (2  ft.),  relating  to  a 

variety  of  subjects,  are  held  by  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Region.  The  oldest  records,  dating  from  December 
1894,  concern  the  United  States  v.  Homes  take  Mining 
Company  case.  Case  files  for  a  later  period,  1948- 
53,  are  in  the  custody  of  the  Central  Plains  Region. 

U.S.  Marshals 

118.85  Two  series  of  letters  sent  constitute  the 
records  of  the  U.S.  marshals.  Fair  copies  of 
"Official"  letters  sent,  1893-1906  (5  vols.,  5  in.),  by 
the  U.S.  Marshal  for  the  District  of  South  Dakota  to 
officials  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  other  Federal 
officials,  attorneys,  and  judges  chiefly  concern  per¬ 
formance  of  his  official  duties.  Some  of  the  letters 


concern  his  performance  as  the  local  administrative 
and  disbursing  officer  for  the  Department  of  Justice 
and  Federal  courts  within  the  District  of  South 
Dakota.  The  letters  are  arranged  chronologically 
within  each  volume,  and  each  volume  contains  an 
index  to  subjects  and/or  names  of  addressees. 

118.86  Also  arranged  chronologically  are  fair 
copies  of  "General"  letters  sent,  1893-1906  (7  vols., 
8  in.),  by  the  U.S.  marshal  to  deputy  U.S.  marshals, 
U.S.  attorneys,  clerks  of  court,  U.S.  commissioners, 
and  other  court  officers.  Also  included  are  letters  to 
Indian  agents,  collectors  of  internal  revenue,  customs 
officers,  and  agents,  inspectors,  investigators,  and 
examiners  of  Federal  agencies  and  departments; 
Canadian  provincial  and  territorial  law  enforcement 
officers;  State  and  local  law  enforcement  officers; 
jurors  and  witnesses;  attorneys  for  plaintiffs  and 
defendants;  businesses,  firms,  and  corporations;  and 
die  general  public.  The  records  relate  chiefly  to  the 
service  of  writs,  processes,  and  orders;  die  appre¬ 
hension,  confinement,  transportation  and  welfare  of 
prisoners;  and  the  settlement  of  accounts.  Each 
volume  of  letters  contains  an  index  to  subjects  and/or 
names  of  addressees. 


WYOMING 

118.87  The  Wyoming  Territory  was  established 
in  1868  with  die  usual  Territorial  judicial  system  of 
three  district  courts.  When  Wyoming  was  admitted 
to  statehood  in  1890  it  was  constituted  as  a  single 
judicial  district  widi  offices  for  die  U.S.  attorney  and 
U.S.  marshal  located  in  Cheyenne.  Among  die 
records  of  the  U.S.  attorney  held  by  die  National 
Archives-Rocky  Mountain  Region  in  Denver,  CO,  are 
index  cards  to  civil  and  criminal  cases,  1892-95  (1 
ft.). 
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Record  Group  129 

RECORDS  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  PRISONS 


By  way  of  improving  the  sanitation  of  the  institution,  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  for  some  practical 
and  effective  method  of  destroying  garbage.  By  this  I  mean  the  slop  from  the  kitchen,  the  organic  waste  from  the  shops, 
and  the  sweepings  from  the  quarters  and  offices  of  the  institution.  If  an  appropriate  garbage  crematory  can  not  be 
provided,  I  suggest  a  simple  incinerator  until  such  time  as  the  more  elaborate  plant  can  be  installed.  Another  very 
essential  matter  along  this  line  is  the  apparent  necessity  for  the  installation  throughout  the  institution  of  sanitary 
drinking  fountains  which  will,  as  far  as  practical,  obviate  the  necessity  for  and  the  use  of  the  common  drinking  cup  at 
present  doing  service  here. 

A.F.  Yohe,  Physician,  U.S.  Penitentiary,  Leavenworth, 
KS,  in  Annual  Report  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  1912,  p.  412. 


Introduction 

129.1  The  Bureau  of  Prisons  was  established  in 
the  Department  of  Justice  by  an  act  of  Congress  of 
May  14,  1930  (46  Stat.  325).  The  Bureau  was  to 
"have  charge  of  the  management  and  regulation  of  all 
Federal  penal  and  correctional  institutions  and  be 
responsible  for  the  safe  keeping,  care,  protection, 
instruction,  and  discipline  of  all  persons  charged  with 
or  convicted  of  offenses  against  the  United  States." 
Its  establishment  followed  many  years  of  seeking  the 
best  means  of  handling  the  incarceration  of  Federal 
prisoners  and  the  management  of  Federal  prisons. 

129.2  The  Federal  Government’s  attempts  to  deal 
with  Federal  prisoners  date  from  September  1789, 
when  Congress  recommended  that  State  legislatures 
pass  laws  requiring  State  prisons  to  receive  and  keep 
prisoners  committed  under  U.S.  authority.  The 
United  States  was  to  pay  "at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per 
month,  for  each  prisoner... during  the  time  such 
prisoner  shall  be  therein  confined"  (1  Stat.  96).  If 
such  arrangements  could  not  be  made,  U.S.  marshals 
were  authorized  to  rent  appropriate  space  for  the 
confinement  of  their  prisoners.  In  1849  the  Secretary 
of  the  newly  established  Department  of  the  Interior 
was  charged  with  supervising  the  accounts  relating  to 
the  incarceration  of  Federal  convicts.  Following  the 
creation  of  the  Department  of  Justice  in  1870,  this 
responsibility  and  other  related  duties  of  the  Secretary 
were  transferred  to  the  Attorney  General,  who  headed 
the  new  Department.  The  responsibilities  thus 
acquired  by  the  Attorney  General  included  control  of 
the  judiciary  fund,  which  paid  the  expenses  incurred 
by  the  courts  and  the  costs  of  maintaining  prisoners; 


supervision  of  the  accounts  of  marshals  and  other 
officers  of  the  courts;  and  provision  of  facilities  in 
State,  Territorial,  or  local  prisons  for  the  incar¬ 
ceration  of  Federal  prisoners  for  whom  facilities  were 
not  available  in  the  judicial  districts  where  they  were 
convicted. 

129.3  In  1877  the  Attorney  General  appointed  a 
General  Agent  to  assist  in  the  administration  of  funds 
allocated  for  the  detection  and  prosecution  of  Federal 
crimes.  By  1882  the  General  Agent’s  duties,  which 
related  largely  to  administrative  matters,  had  become 
fairly  definite  and  included  the  management  of 
matters  relating  to  prisons  and  prisoners.  About  1895 
die  General  Agent  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  Federal  penal 
institutions,  including  diree  U.S.  penitentiaries  that 
had  been  authorized  by  Congress  in  1891  to  replace 
State,  Territorial,  and  local  prisons  and  jails  as  places 
of  detention  of  Federal  prisoners  convicted  of  serious 
offenses.  The  Federal  prisons  were  located  at 
Leavenworth,  KS;  Atlanta,  GA;  and  McNeil  Island, 
WA.  By  1912  the  mondily  maintenance  cost  per 
prisoner  in  the  Federal  penitentiaries  was  $17.84  at 
Leavenwordi,  $17.62  at  Atlanta,  and  $20.63  at 
McNeil  Island. 

129.4  The  position  of  General  Agent  was 
abolished  in  1907  and  die  penal  functions  of  die 
office  allocated  to  a  Superintendent  of  Prisons  and 
Prisoners  who,  by  1910,  was  known  as  the 
Superintendent  of  Prisons.  By  diis  time  also,  the 
Superintendent  was  responsible  for  die  Bureau  of 
Criminal  Identification,  which  had  been  created  in 
1907  to  serve  as  a  national  clearinghouse  for  die 
exchange  of  records  relating  to  known  criminals.  In 
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1910  the  Superintendent  was  given  additional  duties 
when  Congress  passed  the  Parole  Act,  which 
provided  that  Federal  prisoners  sentenced  to  more 
than  one  year  might  apply  for  parole  when  one-third 
of  their  sentence  had  been  served.  Each  prison  was 
to  have  its  own  board  of  parole,  consisting  of  the 
prison  warden,  the  prison  physician,  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Prisons.  The  Superintendent  of 
Prisons  was  therefore  a  member  of  all  the  Federal 
boards  of  parole  and  had  the  title  of  President, 
Boards  of  Parole. 

129.5  When  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  was 
established  in  1930,  the  position  of  Superintendent  of 
Prisons  was  abolished,  and  all  records  that  had  been 
created  by  the  Superintendent  were  transferred  to  the 
Bureau.  In  1930  Congress  also  abolished  all  existing 
boards  of  parole  and  established  a  single  Board  of 
Parole  composed  of  three  members  appointed  by  the 
Attorney  General. 

129.6  The  records  discussed  in  this  chapter 
consist  primarily  of  administrative  files  created  by  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  1907-28, 
some  of  which  reflect  the  Superintendent’s  responsi¬ 
bilities  as  the  President  of  the  Boards  of  Parole,  and 
selected  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Prisons.  Also 
discussed  are  selected  records  of  the  penitentiary  at 
McNeil  Island,  which  are  among  the  holdings  of  the 
National  Archives-Pacific  Northwest  Region  in 
Seattle,  WA.  All  of  the  records  of  the  McNeil  Island 
Penitentiary  are  described  in  a  detailed  guide 
maintained  at  the  regional  archives.  The  remainder 
of  the  records  are  covered  by  the  title-line 
"Preliminary  Inventory  of  the  Records  of  the  Bureau 
of  Prisons"  (NC-43),  compiled  by  Marion  M. 
Johnson  and  Elaine  C.  Everly,  and  a  supplement  in 
the  National  Archives  microfiche  edition  of  prelim¬ 
inary  inventories. 

129.7  Published  annual  reports  for  the  peniten¬ 
tiaries  at  Leavenworth  and  McNeil  Island  are  part  of 
Record  Group  287,  Publications  of  die  U.S.  Govern¬ 
ment.  Some  records  relating  to  die  role  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  supervising  die  accounts 
of  the  marshals  and  dieir  prison-related  expenses  are 
found  in  Record  Group  48,  Records  of  the  Office  of 
the  Secretary  of  die  Interior.  The  Interior  Depart¬ 
ment’s  collection  of  "Territorial  papers"  includes  a 
series  of  letters  received  and  related  records,  1867- 
88,  concerning  die  Territorial  penitentiary  at  McNeil 
Island,  as  well  as  some  records  relating  to  peni¬ 
tentiaries  in  Dakota,  Idaho,  Montana,  Utah,  and 
Wyoming  Territories.  The  major  series  of  letters 


received  and  letters  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  relate  to  judiciary  expenses  that  were 
transferred  to  the  Attorney  General  in  1870,  and  they 
are  among  the  general  records— letters  received  and 
letters  sent— in  Record  Group  60,  General  Records  of 
the  Department  of  Justice.  Record  Group  60  also 
includes  the  records  of  the  General  Agent.  Record 
Group  65,  Records  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investi¬ 
gation,  includes  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Criminal 
Identification. 

129.8  Editorial  Note:  Many  records  included  in 
Record  Group  129  originated  after  1912,  and  they  are 
not  described  here.  Unless  otherwise  noted,  series 
consisting  of  records  that  originated  prior  to  1913  but 
extending  beyond  that  date  are  described  in  their 
entirety;  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  determine  what 
part  of  such  series  relates  to  the  pre-1913  period. 
Photographic  records  described  in  this  chapter  are 
held  by  the  National  Archives-Pacific  Northwest 
Region.  Photographs  accumulated  by  the  Washington, 
DC,  office  of  the  Bureau  originated  after  1912. 


RECORDS  OF  THE 
SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PRISONS 

AND  PRESIDENT,  BOARDS  OF  PAROLE 

129.9  Letters  received,  copies  of  letters  sent, 
reports,  orders,  circulars,  and  related  materials 
concerning  inspections  of  prison  facilities,  the  status 
of  prisoners,  and  contracts  for  supplies  for  Federal 
prisons  and  for  construction  at  Leavenworth  make  up 
the  bulk  of  the  correspondence  and  other  papers  of 
R.V.  LaDow,  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  1907-10 
(5  ft.).  Other  topics  covered  include  the  commuta¬ 
tions  of  sentences,  the  parole  and  probation  system, 
and  methods  of  prisoner  identification.  The  records 
are  divided  into  three  segments. 

129.10  The  first  segment  of  the  file  consists 
largely  of  correspondence  with  manufacturers  and 
suppliers  and  with  the  general  public,  with  some 
correspondence  with  the  Attorney  General,  attorneys, 
and  prison  officials  interspersed.  The  records  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  initial  letter  of  die 
correspondent’s  surname  or  title.  Included  in  tliis 
segment  are  files  relating  to  die  work  of  R.J.W. 
Brewster  and  Mrs.  J.  Ellen  Foster  who,  as  Special 
Agents  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  traveled 
diroughout  the  country  inspecting  prisons  and  other 
Justice  Department  facilities.  The  file  of  correspond¬ 
ence  and  reports  for  Mrs.  Foster,  who  served  from 
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1906  until  1910,  the  year  of  her  death,  is  particularly 
extensive.  It  includes  correspondence  with  such 
prison  officials  as  J.K.  Codding,  Warden  of  the 
Kansas  State  Penitentiary,  and  Mrs.  A.M.  Clay, 
Superintendent  of  the  State  Industrial  Home  for  Girls, 
Chillicothe,  MO,  as  well  as  copies  of  reports  to  the 
Attorney  General,  which  are  generally  lengthy  and 
detailed.  A  1908  report  includes  a  section  on  the 
Minnesota  State  Prison  at  Stillwater  and  a  discussion 
of  the  Minnesota  parole  system,  and  one  from  1909 
discusses  prison  facilities  in  Helena,  MT.  While 
Mrs.  Foster  was  on  the  Pacific  Coast  touring 
departmental  facilities  in  1909,  President  William  H. 
Taft  also  visited  the  area.  In  her  report  Mrs.  Foster 
noted  that  the  public  seemed  to  regard  Taft  "as  a 
visitor  from  afar,  rather  than  as  their  very  own  Chief 
Magistrate,"  and  she  characterized  the  Pacific  Coast 
as  being  "offensively  sectional"  in  "its  political  life 
and  its  relations  to  the  Government  at  Washington. " 

129.11  The  second  segment  of  LaDow’s  file 
consists  of  correspondence  with  officials  of  other 
Government  agencies  and  private  organizations,  filed 
by  the  name  of  the  agency  or  organization,  such  as 
the  American  Prison  Association.  Subject  files 
constitute  the  third  segment.  Most  of  the  files  in  this 
segment  concern  the  penitentiary  at  Leavenworth  and 
proposed  construction  there,  but  a  few  files  relate  to 
other  topics,  such  as  probation  systems  in  the  U.S. 
Courts  and  fingerprint  identification.  Replies  to  a 
1906  circular  on  the  commutation  of  sentences 
provide  information  on  practices  in  Arizona, 
California,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Missouri, 
Montana,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Oregon,  South 
Dakota,  and  Washington.  Also  included  are 
completed  survey  forms  submitted  by  officials  of 
Federal  and  State  prisons  and  other  detention  facilities 
throughout  the  country,  reporting  on  the  number  of 
cases  of  tuberculosis  at  their  facility  and  the  type  of 
treatment  provided.  Among  the  submissions  are 
forms  from  institutions  in  Arizona,  California, 
Colorado,  Idaho,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Missouri, 
Nebraska,  Nevada,  Oregon,  South  Dakota,  Utah,  and 
Wyoming.  The  form  received  from  the  Idaho  State 
Penitentiary  in  Boise  was  accompanied  by  a  booklet 
entitled  "The  Boise  Valley  for  Consumptives,"  by 
George  Collister,  M.D.,  which  was  reprinted  from 
the  Cleveland  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  (August 
1902). 

129.12  The  correspondence  and  related  papers 
of  the  Superintendent,  1910-11  (2  ft.),  is  divided 
into  two  parts.  The  first  part  is  an  alphabetical  file, 


arranged  by  the  initial  letter  of  the  correspondent’s 
surname,  that  consists  of  some  letters  received  by  the 
Superintendent  and  copies  of  letters  sent.  Much  of 
this  correspondence  concerns  contracts,  supplies,  and 
administrative  matters.  The  second  part  of  the  series 
is  composed  primarily  of  copies  of  letters  sent  that 
appear  to  have  been  drafted  by  the  Superintendent  for 
the  signature  of  either  the  Attorney  General  or  the 
Assistant  Attorney  General.  These  copies  and  some 
incoming  letters  were  placed  in  numbered  files 
ranging  from  500  to  1150,  although  most  of  the 
numbers  were  not  used. 

129.13  The  numerical  file  is  divided  into  three 
segments.  The  "500"  numbers  cover  letters  sent  to 
U.S.  marshals  and  attorneys  in  judicial  districts 
throughout  the  United  States.  Included  are  files  for 
the  following  areas: 


502 

Nebraska 

505 

Nevada 

514 

New  Mexico 

527 

North  Dakota 

534-535 

Oklahoma 

538 

Oregon 

558 

South  Dakota 

566-569 

Texas 

572 

Utah 

Most  letters  numbered  between  700  and  1100  were 
sent  to  wardens,  superintendents,  and  other  officials 

at  various  penal  institutions, 
this  segment  are  listed  below: 

The  pertinent  files  in 

706 

Arizona 

711 

Arkansas 

715-717 

California 

724-725 

Colorado 

791,  796 

Kansas 

801 

Louisiana 

837-838 

Minnesota 

849,  851 

Missouri 

872 

Nevada 

892,  896 

New  Mexico 

941 

Oregon 

1032 

Wyoming 

The  numbers  over  1100  were  used  for  documents 
relating  to  miscellaneous  subjects  dealing  mainly  with 
administrative  matters.  File  1130  relates  to  the 
President’s  Commission  on  Economy  and  Efficiency, 
but  it  does  contain  two  rather  unexpected  items  of 
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sartorial  interest.  Among  the  documents  in  the  file 
are  two  reports  submitted  in  March  1911  on  articles 
of  wearing  apparel  either  purchased  for  or 
manufactured  by  prisoners  at  Leavenworth  and 
McNeil  Island  penitentiaries. 

129.14  The  press  copies  of  letters  sent  by  the 
Superintendent,  Oct.  2,  1907-Apr.  6,  1912  (18 
vols.,  2  ft.),  represent  most  clearly  the  dual 
responsibilities  of  the  Superintendent  of  Prisons  as  the 
official  in  charge  of  Federal  prisons  and  as  the 
President  of  the  Boards  of  Parole.  Beginning  in 
October  1910,  letters  from  the  Superintendent  and 
from  the  President  of  the  Boards  of  Parole  are 
intermixed,  with  the  bulk  of  the  letters  relating  to 
parole  matters.  The  letters  are  addressed  to  wardens 
and  superintendents  of  penal  institutions;  U.S. 
attorneys,  U.S.  marshals,  and  other  law  enforcement 
officers;  judges  and  other  court  officials;  members  of 
prison  parole  boards;  officials  at  the  Department  of 
Justice  and  other  Federal  agencies;  members  of 
Congress;  manufacturers;  contractors;  officials  of 
charitable  organizations;  and  persons  related  to  or 
interested  in  individual  prisoners.  The  letters  provide 
considerable  information  about  the  administration  of 
the  penitentiaries  at  Leavenworth  and  McNeil  Island 
and  the  conditions  of  prisoners  at  those  prisons  as 
well  as  at  other  penal  institutions.  After  1910,  the 
letters  also  include  information  about  the  parole  cases 
of  individual  prisoners.  None  of  the  volumes  is 
indexed.  The  letters  do  not  appear  to  be  duplicated 
in  die  correspondence  files. 

129.15  The  letters  received  and  copies  of  letters 
sent  diat  make  up  die  correspondence  relating  to 
parole  matters,  1910-28  (4  ft.),  are  arranged  in  two 
chronological  segments,  1910-24  and  1924-28.  Each 
segment  is  arranged  alphabetically  by  surname  of 
correspondent,  but  die  earlier  segment  appears  to  be 
a  fragmentary  file  with  only  1 1  letters  of  the  alphabet 
represented.  Most  of  die  correspondence  concerns 
requests  for  information  about  die  rules  and 
regulations  governing  paroles  or  about  the  status  of 
individual  prisoners. 

129.16  The  pre-1913  materials  among  die 
minutes  and  related  records  of  proceedings  of 
Boards  of  Parole,  1910-27  (1  ft.),  constitute  die 
"related  records."  The  earliest  minutes  are  from 
1921.  Most  of  die  documents  for  1910  and  1911  are 
form  letters  transmitting  papers  concerning  applica¬ 
tions  for  parole  for  prisoners  at  various  penal  insti¬ 
tutions,  including  some  inmates  of  Leavenwordi  and 
die  penitentiary  in  Arizona  Territory.  Also  included 


are  two  lists,  dated  September  1911  and  titled  "Parole 
Cases  in  Which  Requests  for  Reopening  Have  Been 
Made. "  The  1912  records  consist  of  lists  of  prisoners 
at  the  Leavenworth  and  Atlanta  penitentiaries  whose 
paroles  were  considered  at  hearings  held  in  May 
1912. 

129.17  Among  the  parole  dockets,  1908-29  (8 
vols.,  2  ft.),  are  two  volumes  (5  in.)  for  McNeil 
Island  Penitentiary.  These  contain  numerically 
arranged  entries  giving  the  name  of  die  prisoner,  the 
offense,  the  court  in  which  convicted,  the  date  of 
conviction,  the  date  of  eligibility  for  parole,  and  the 
action  on  the  parole  application. 

129.18  Miscellaneous  records  concerning  the 
Leavenworth  Penitentiary,  the  National  Training 
School  for  Boys,  and  conditional  commutations  of 
sentences,  1905-16,  1928-31  (3  in.),  contain  a  list  of 
prisoners  at  Leavenworth  who  were  reported  for 
assaults  with  dangerous  weapons  or  for  having 
dangerous  weapons  in  their  possession.  The  entries, 
which  cover  die  period  July  1,  1905  to  April  1,  1917, 
are  chronologically  arranged.  The  incidents  are 
described  and  the  punishments  noted. 

RECORDS  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  PRISONS 

129.19  Administrative  files,  Class  4  "Prison 
Matters,"  1930-38  (570  ft.),  include  some  documents 
dating  as  early  as  1903  in  the  files  relating  to  the 
various  penitentiaries  diat  were  opened  before  die 
Bureau’s  establishment  in  1930.  These  files 
originally  were  part  of  the  classified  subject  files  of 
die  Department  of  Justice  central  files.  Most  Justice 
Department  records  in  die  1930’s  were  organized 
according  to  a  numerical  subject  classification  system. 
"Class  4"  referred  to  files  dealing  with  die 
administration  of  Federal  penal  and  correctional 
institutions;  all  files  in  this  category  were  removed 
from  die  Justice  Department’s  general  records  and 
were  made  part  of  the  Bureau’s  own  central  files. 
The  Bureau  continued  to  use  die  original  filing  system 
until  a  new  system  was  adopted  in  1938. 

129.20  The  "Class  4"  files  are  arranged 
according  to  a  four-part  numbering  system.  The  first 
number  is  always  "4"  for  prison  matters.  The  second 
number  in  the  sequence  usually  indicates  a  particular 
institution  but  in  a  few  cases  indicates  a  general  topic. 
In  the  case  of  files  dealing  with  institutions,  the  diird 
number  indicates  a  broad  subject  category  relating  to 
an  institution,  and  die  fourdi  number  indicates  a 
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specific  topic  within  the  broad  subject  category.  For 
example,  the  file  number  4-3-3-15  is  deciphered  as 
follows:  The  4  stands  for  prison  matters;  the  first  3 
stands  for  the  institution,  McNeil  Island  Penitentiary; 
the  second  3  stands  for  the  broad  subject  of  admini¬ 
stration;  15  stands  for  die  specific  topic  of  deeds/site. 

129.21  The  file  numbers  for  institutions  located 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River  are  given  below: 

2- Leavenworth  (KS) 

3- McNeil  Island  (WA) 

20-Ft.  Riley  Road  Camp  (KS) 

24- Ft.  Snelling  Prison  Camp  (MN) 

25- Ft.  Lewis  Prison  Camp  (WA) 

28-Kooskia  Prison  Camp  (ID) 

30- Springfield  Medical  Center  (MO) 

31- Tucson  Prison  Camp  (AZ) 

35- La  Tuna  (TX) 

36- New  Orleans  Federal  Jail  (LA) 

37- St.  Louis  Federal  Jail  (MO) 

40-Southwestem  Reformatory  (El  Reno,  OK) 

42- Braggs  Federal  Jail  (OK) 

43- Billings  Federal  Jail  (MT) 

45- Sandstone  Federal  Jail  (MN) 

46- Ft.  Worth  Narcotic  Farm  (TX) 

48- Los  Angeles  Federal  Jail  (Terminal 
Island,  CA) 

49- Alcatraz  (CA) 

50- Texarkana  Federal  Jail  (TX) 

The  broad  subject  categories  represented  by  the  diird 
number  are  as  follows:  1 -Maintenance  and  Supplies; 
2-Construction;  3-Administration;  4-Complaints; 
5-Miscellaneous;  6-Prison  Industries;  10-Miscel- 
laneous  Correspondence  on  Individual  Prisoners  (file 
subtopics  vary  by  institution);  11-Escapes  (file 
subtopics  vary  by  institution  and  deal  mainly  with 
individual  inmates). 

129.22  The  "3-15  Deed/Site"  file  category  is  the 
most  likely  source  of  pre-1930  information.  The  file 
for  McNeil  Island  Penitentiary,  one  of  the  three 
original  Federal  penal  institutions,  contains  materials 
dating  from  1903.  Some  of  die  pertinent  documents 
are  found  in  a  supplemental  "Enclosures"  file,  which 
consists  chiefly  of  bulky  items  removed  from  die 
main  correspondence  files.  The  file  numbers  are  die 
same  in  both  the  original  and  supplemental  files.  A 
complete  list  of  the  various  file  headings  is  available 
at  die  National  Archives. 

129.23  The  files  cover  the  development,  imple¬ 
mentation,  and  oversight  of  Bureau-wide  programs, 


as  well  as  various  activities  at  individual  institutions. 
Included  are  numerous  reports  and  letters  concerning 
the  establishment  and  operation  of  virtually  every 
Bureau  facility.  Access  to  individual  documents  is 
provided  by  a  name  index  to  the  Class  4  "Prison 
Matters"  files,  1930-38  (8  ft.). 

129.24  Memorandums,  circulars,  bulletins, 
and  manual  bulletins,  1908-1965  (11  ft.),  are  ar¬ 
ranged  by  the  type  of  issuance.  The  memorandums 
are  arranged  chronologically,  and  the  circulars, 
bulletins,  and  manual  bulletins,  numerically,  with 
gaps  in  the  series.  The  issuances,  which  were  dis¬ 
tributed  to  wardens,  superintendents,  business  man¬ 
agers,  and  other  bureau  officials,  consist  of  typed, 
mimeographed,  and  draft  copies  of  instructions  and 
regulations  concerning  all  aspects  of  Bureau  admin¬ 
istration.  The  circulars  date  from  1908,  beginning 
with  Circular  54,  which  instructs  officials  of  all 
institutions  holding  Federal  prisoners  on  die  correct 
way  to  compute  prisoners’  service  time  during  a  leap 
year. 

129.25  Unarranged  site  plans,  ca.  1938-46  (5 
in.),  consist  of  maps,  floor  plans,  and  drawings  of 
Federal  penal  institutions.  Included  are  copies  of 
several  maps  and  plans  of  the  site  of  Alcatraz  that 
were  created  between  1847  and  1910,  before  die 
establishment  of  the  penitentiary. 

129.26  Records  relating  to  inmate  releases 
include  a  card  index  to  released  inmates,  1911-1974, 
reproduced  on  155  rolls  of  16  mm  microfilm, 
arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  inmate.  The 
index  is  arranged  in  five  roughly  chronological 
segments  based  on  die  date  of  release  of  the  prisoners 
from  supervision  of  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  and  die 
Board  of  Parole.  The  first  segment  (5  rolls)  covers 
Federal  prisoners  released  on  parole  from  1911-28. 
Each  card  gives  the  name  of  prisoner,  institution  of 
confinement  and  register  number,  offense,  length  of 
sentence,  parole  term,  parole  case  number,  date  of 
release,  address  on  release,  and  name  and  address  of 
sponsor. 

RECORDS  OF 

McNEIL  ISLAND  PENITENTIARY 

129.27  These  records,  which  are  among  the 
holdings  of  the  National  Archives-Pacific  Northwest 
Region,  include  journals,  annual  reports,  records 
relating  to  prisoners,  fiscal  records,  and  photographs. 
Documentation  for  die  prison’s  early  years  is 
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provided  by  prison  logs,  1877-82  (2  vols.,  3  in.),  a 
diary,  1888-91  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  and  daily  journals, 
1884-1929  (30  vols.,  2  ft.).  Entries  record  staff  and 
prisoner  activities  and  weather  conditions;  the  journal 
entries  also  include  information  about  daily  menus 
(ration  entries  are  not  entered  after  1917).  Although 
the  journal  entries  lack  detail,  the  records  do  provide 
insights  into  early  prison  life  on  the  island,  as  well  as 
information  about  unusual  occurrences,  such  as 
escape  attempts  and  captures,  prisoners’  health 
problems  and  medical  treatment,  prisoner  work 
projects,  deaths,  funerals,  and  similar  events.  The 
arrival  and  discharge  of  prisoners  is  also  noted.  The 
journals  are  arranged  chronologically  with  gaps,  one 
of  which  is  quite  extensive;  journals  are  not  available 
for  the  years  1886-93,  1895-96,  1911,  1919-20. 
Inserted  in  the  prison  log  ending  in  1882  are 
accounting  entries  for  the  period  June  to  October 
1879. 

129.28  Information  about  the  administration  of 
the  prison  is  provided  by  annual  reports,  1911-26  (3 
in.),  submitted  by  the  warden  to  the  Attorney 
General,  detailing  the  cost  of  prison  operations,  the 
number  of  inmates  received  and  released,  the  judicial 
districts  from  which  the  prisoners  were  received,  the 
crimes  and  offenses  for  which  the  prisoners  were 
sentenced,  and  other  statistical  information  relating  to 
inmates,  such  as  sex,  age,  race,  educational  level, 
and  citizenship  status.  Also  included  are  comments 
on  the  various  departments  of  the  prison  farm,  the 
medical  department,  and  social  services.  The  reports 
are  arranged  chronologically  with  some  gaps;  missing 
from  the  set  are  reports  for  1912,  1914,  and  1919. 
A  complete  set  of  the  published  reports  dating  from 
1896  is  available  at  the  University  of  Washington, 
Suzallo  Library,  Seattle,  WA. 

129.29  A  ledger  recording  subsistence  issues, 
1912-17  (4  in.,  1  vol.),  by  means  of  chronologically 
arranged  daily  entries,  shows  the  amount  and  kinds  of 
food  items  purchased,  the  cost,  and  the  distribution 
between  prisoners  and  the  prison  staff.  The  number 
of  pounds  of  beans,  beef,  halibut,  salmon,  and  other 
foodstuffs  purchased  and  distributed  are  duly  noted, 
as  are  the  foodstuffs  produced  on  the  prison  farm. 
Accounting  records,  1884-1928  (3  vols.,  2  in.), 
consist  of  a  record  of  expenses,  1884-1906;  a  check 
register,  1912-13;  and  a  payroll  register,  1920-28. 

129.30  Two  series  of  records  contain  information 
about  individual  prisoners.  A  register  of  prisoners, 
May  29,  1875-June  30,  1891  (1  vol.,  1  1/2  in.). 


provides  in  narrative  form  physical  descriptions, 
personal  histories,  and  criminal  records  for  prisoners 
received  through  1890  and  similar  information  in  a 
statistical  format  for  prisoners  received  from  July  1 , 
1890,  through  June  30,  1891.  The  narrative  entries 
are  indexed  by  name  of  prisoner.  Included  in  the 
register  is  a  list  of  clothing  furnished  to  prisoners  in 
January  1888.  Many  of  the  prisoners  covered  by  the 
register  had  been  convicted  for  selling  liquor  to  the 
Indians;  most  of  the  Chinese  were  illegal  aliens. 
Similar  information  is  found  in  prisoner  commitment 
logs,  1887-1951  (39  vols.,  11  ft.),  which  document 
the  arrival  of  prisoners  at  McNeil  Island.  The 
entries,  which  are  arranged  chronologically  by  date  of 
arrival,  give  the  prisoner’s  name,  date  of  sentence, 
age,  physical  description,  nationality,  cause  of  arrest, 
sentence,  date  of  discharge,  and  personal  property, 
and  include  miscellaneous  remarks  about  next  of  kin, 
marital  status,  and  education.  The  earliest  volume, 
which  covers  the  period  1887-92,  contains  less 
information  than  the  later  volumes  in  the  series.  The 
volume  for  1892-1904  also  contains  some  newspaper 
clippings  and  some  photographs  after  1902.  These 
logs  have  been  reproduced  as  National  Archives 
Microfilm  Publication  M1619,  McNeil  Island 
Penitentiary  Records  of  Prisoners  Received ,  1887- 
1951  (4  rolls). 

129.31  An  index  to  prisoners,  1893-1908  (1 
vol.,  1/2  in.),  is  arranged  chronologically  by  year  and 
thereunder  alphabetically  by  surname  of  prisoner. 
Some  of  the  entries  provide  prison  identification 
numbers.  A  parole  hearing  register,  1911-28  (1 
vol.,  4  in.),  contains  reports  of  meetings  of  the 
prison’s  Board  of  Parole.  Information  provided 
includes  the  names  of  prisoners  applying  for  parole, 
the  recommendations  of  the  U.S.  attorney,  and  the 
decision  as  to  whedier  parole  was  granted  or  denied. 
A  school  register,  1912-13  (1  vol.,  1/4  in.),  lists  the 
names  of  the  inmates  enrolled  in  the  penitentiary 
school  on  a  monthly  basis.  The  register  shows  the 
total  number  of  prisoners  enrolled  and  records  their 
attendance. 

129.32  Photographs,  1890-1981  (6  ft.),  loose  or 
mounted  in  scrapbooks,  are  arranged  by  subject  and 
show  the  physical  plan  of  the  prison,  specialized 
buildings,  construction  projects,  water  projects,  and 
prison  boats.  Included  are  photographs,  1890-1920, 
showing  early  prison  facilities,  staff  members,  and 
prisoners.  Also  included  are  aerial  photographs  of 
die  penitentiary  and  die  island. 
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Record  Group  204 

RECORDS  OF  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  PARDON  ATTORNEY 


Of  the  60  pardons  9  were  granted  solely  on  account  of  the  ill  health  of  the  applicants;  and  of  the  34  commutations 
of  sentence  4  were  granted  on  account  of  ill  health. 

No  application  for  pardon  to  restore  civil  rights  is  considered  until  after  the  applicant  has  complied  with  the  sentence 
of  the  court,  and  in  each  of  the  29  cases  where  pardon  was  granted  to  restore  civil  rights  a  considerable  period  had 
elapsed  after  the  applicant  had  been  discharged  from  prison,  or  had  otherwise  complied  with  the  sentence  of  the  court, 
before  his  application  was  considered,  and  his  good  conduct  was  certified  to  by  the  people  among  whom  he  had  lived 
after  his  release  from  prison,  except  in  3  cases  where  pardons  were  granted,  at  the  request  of  United  States  attorneys, 
to  convicts  in  order  to  restore  their  competency  as  witnesses  in  pending  cases. 

James  S.  Easby-Smith,  Pardon  Attorney,  to  the  Attorney  General,  Annual 
Report  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  1902,  Exhibit  P,  pp. 
202-3. 


Introduction 

204.1  The  Office  of  the  Attorney  in  Charge  of 
Pardons,  now  the  Office  of  the  Pardon  Attorney,  was 
established  in  die  Department  of  Justice  by  an  act  of 
Congress  approved  March  3,  1891,  to  assist  die 
Attorney  General  in  the  preparation  of  cases  for  die 
consideration  of  die  President.  From  1789  until  1853 
the  Attorney  General  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
shared  the  responsibility  of  making  recommendations 
to  the  President  on  petitions  for  pardon.  In  1853  the 
Attorney  General  was  made  solely  responsible  for 
handling  pardon  petitions.  By  1865  the  volume  of 
work  justified  the  establishment  within  die  Office  of 
die  Attorney  General  of  an  Office  of  the  Clerk  of 
Pardons,  which  continued  to  function  as  a  component 
of  die  Office  of  die  Attorney  General  after  die 
Attorney  General  assumed  control  of  die  newly  estab¬ 
lished  Department  of  Justice  in  1870.  In  1891  the 
Office  of  die  Clerk  of  Pardons  was  superseded  by  die 
Office  of  the  Attorney  in  Charge  of  Pardons,  and  in 
1894  die  title  of  Pardon  Attorney  was  adopted. 

204.2  The  Constitution  vests  in  the  President  an 
exclusive  power  to  grant  pardons  and  reprieves  diat 
cannot  be  restricted  by  Congress.  Included  in  diis 
power  to  pardon  is  the  full  discretionary  power  to 
pardon  or  remit,  in  whole  or  in  part,  any  punishment 
to  which  an  individual  may  have  been  sentenced  by 
a  Federal  court.  The  President  may: 

(1)  Pardon  a  person  guilty  of  contempt  of  a 
Federal  court  or  one  of  die  Houses  of  Congress; 

(2)  Grant  clemency  before  or  during  a  trial  as 


well  as  before  or  after  conviction,  and  before  or  after 
the  offense  is  reviewed  in  any  Federal  appellate 
court;  and 

(3)  Give  an  absolute  pardon  that  wipes  out  all 
charges,  or  a  conditional  pardon  diat  leaves  the  offen¬ 
der  with  certain  obligations  to  be  performed  or  with 
certain  civil  disabilities.  A  breach  of  any  of  the 
conditions  of  a  partial  pardon  annuls  die  pardon. 

In  addition,  die  President  may  issue  a  reprieve 
postponing  the  execution  of  the  penalty,  or  a 
commutation  of  sentence  modifying  die  form  and 
extent  of  the  penalty.  The  former  is  not  often  used 
except  in  capital  cases  and  is  usually  granted  because 
of  the  possibility  of  new  evidence  being  presented  or 
for  humanitarian  reasons.  The  President’s  power  to 
grant  pardons  includes  die  power  to  grant  amnesty,  or 
general  pardon,  to  a  class  of  offenders  widiout 
mentioning  die  names  of  the  persons  included  therein, 
and  to  make  provisions  by  which  persons  affected 
may  become  members  of  that  class.  Notable 
examples  of  the  use  of  diis  pardon  power  were  die 
amnesties  issued  during  and  after  the  Civil  War  to 
persons  in  rebellion,  and  diose  granted  during  the 
1880’s  and  1890’s  to  residents  of  the  Territory  of 
Utah  who  violated  laws  concerning  bigamy  and 
polygamy.  Anodier  form  of  Executive  clemency  is 
die  remission  of  fines  and  forfeitures  declared  in  legal 
proceedings  to  accrue  to  die  Government  for  offenses 
against  die  United  States. 

204.3  During  the  period  1789-1853,  when  the 
Attorney  General  and  Secretary  of  State  shared  die 
responsibility  of  making  recommendations  on  peti- 


51 


tions  for  pardon,  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
responsible  for  the  necessary  administrative  work. 
The  State  Department  received  all  petitions, 
conducted  necessary  investigations  and  correspon¬ 
dence,  and  issued  and  recorded  the  pardon  warrants. 
The  Attorney  General  at  times  passed  upon  petitions 
independently  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  After  1853 
most  of  the  administrative  duties  connected  with  the 
pardon  work  passed  to  the  Attorney  General, 
although  the  State  Department  continued  to  issue  the 
pardon  warrants  and  to  receive  a  few  other  pardon 
papers  until  about  1870,  when  the  Department  of 
Justice  was  established.  This  division  of  duties  was 
formally  eliminated  by  an  Executive  order  of  June 
16,  1893,  which  directed  that  all  warrants  for  pardon 
and  commutation  of  sentence  hitherto  prepared  at  the 
Department  of  State  on  the  requisition  of  the  Attorney 
General  be  prepared  and  recorded  in  the  Department 
of  Justice  under  the  seal  of  that  Department  and 
countersigned  by  the  Attorney  General. 

204.4  The  Pardon  Attorney  has  charge  of  all 
applications  for  Executive  clemency  except  for  those 
in  Army,  Navy,  and  Air  Force  cases,  which  are  dealt 
with  by  the  military  departments.  Under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  the  Attorney  General  the 
Pardon  Attorney  performs  die  following  functions: 

(1)  Conducts  all  correspondence  relating  to  die 
applications; 

(2)  Refers  the  applications,  with  accompanying 
papers,  to  the  U.S.  attorney  for  die  judicial  district 
where  die  trial  took  place  and  directs  diat  attorney  to 
submit  a  report  and  recommendation  and  to  furnish 
excerpts  from  docket  entries  in  the  case  for  use  as  a 
basis  for  the  preparation  of  the  pardon  warrant; 

(3)  Obtains  reports  from  die  trial  judge,  the 
officers  of  the  appropriate  Government  departments 
charged  with  the  administration  of  the  particular  laws 
that  have  been  violated,  die  warden,  the  prison 
physician  (if  necessary),  and  odier  persons  having 
official  knowledge  of  die  case;  and 

(4)  Requests  information  about  die  applicant 
that  may  be  found  in  die  files  of  die  Federal  Bureau 
of  Investigation  or  diat  may  be  obtained  by  die 
Bureau’s  field  agents. 

If  none  of  die  persons  who  were  consulted 
recommend  clemency,  die  papers  are  not  sent  to  die 
President;  exceptions  are  made  for  capital  cases,  a 
special  request  from  the  President,  or  a  special  order 
of  die  Attorney  General. 


204.5  In  1909  die  Pardon  Attorney  began  the 
practice,  upon  receipt  of  die  various  official  reports, 
of  preparing  a  letter  advising  the  President  in  those 
cases  judged  to  merit  the  President’s  attention.  Such 
a  letter  usually  concludes  with  the  Pardon  Attorney’s 
recommendation  for  or  against  Executive  clemency 
and  is  submitted  to  the  Attorney  General  for 
consideration  and  transmittal  to  the  President.  If 
modifications  are  unnecessary,  the  Attorney  General 
signs  the  letter  and,  in  cases  in  which  Executive 
clemency  has  been  advised,  also  signs  an  appropriate 
warrant  prepared  by  the  Pardon  Attorney.  The 
President,  after  considering  the  petition  and  related 
papers,  endorses  a  notation  of  action  on  the  face  sheet 
of  the  file  and,  if  clemency  is  granted,  signs  the 
warrant.  The  papers  are  then  returned,  through  the 
Office  of  the  Attorney  General,  to  the  Pardon 
Attorney,  who  forwards  the  warrant  to  the  U.S. 
marshal  for  delivery  to  the  petitioner  or,  if  the 
petitioner  is  imprisoned,  to  the  chief  officer  of  the 
penal  institution.  A  receipt  for  the  warrant  is 
returned  to  the  Pardon  Attorney. 

204.6  In  1910  an  act  of  Congress  provided  for 
parole  boards  at  Federal  penal  institutions  and  gave 
them  the  power,  effective  only  upon  approval  by  the 
Attorney  General,  to  grant  and  revoke  paroles.  In 
1930  Congress  established  a  single  Board  of  Parole  to 
replace  the  several  institutional  boards,  giving  the 
Board  the  power  of  granting  or  revoking  parole 
without  final  approval  of  the  Attorney  General. 

204.7  Before  the  National  Archives  received 
them,  the  records  discussed  in  this  chapter  were  un¬ 
der  the  care  and  control  of  the  Pardon  Attorney  or 
predecessor  officials.  These  records  consist  mainly 
of  formal  case  files,  docket  and  record  books, 
indexes,  pardon  warrants,  letter  books  and  other 
correspondence,  and  a  small  number  of  parole  files. 
With  the  exception  of  the  Utah  amnesty  cases  and  one 
other  document  (204.29),  none  of  the  records 
described  below  is  readily  identified  by  State  or 
Territory.  The  case  files,  for  example,  are  arranged 
numerically,  and  the  names  of  the  prisoners,  together 
with  die  approximate  dates  of  dieir  applications  for 
pardon,  are  required  to  locate  case  files  relating  to 
any  given  area.  State  and  Territory  identifications 
can  be  established,  however,  dirough  die  use  of 
dockets,  lists,  and  indexes  that  identify  die  judicial 
districts  in  which  the  crimes  were  committed.  All  of 
die  records  held  by  die  National  Archives  as  of  July 
1955,  including  some  not  discussed  here,  are 
described  in  detail  in  Preliminary  Inventory  of  the 
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Records  of  the  Office  of  the  Pardon  Attorney  (PI  87), 
compiled  by  Gaiselle  Kemer.  Changes  in  date  spans 
and  footage  occasioned  by  additions  to  some  of  the 
larger  series  since  1955  are  reflected  here. 

204.8  Related  records  are  found  in  other  record 
groups.  Annual  reports  of  the  Pardon  Attorney  and 
his  predecessors  are  published  as  appendices  of  the 
Annual  Reports  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States ,  which  are  part  of  Record  Group  287, 
Publications  of  the  U.S.  Government.  The  pardon 
records  of  the  Department  of  State,  1789-1893,  are  in 
Record  Group  59,  General  Records  of  the 
Department  of  State,  and  consist  mainly  of  petitions 
and  related  papers;  requisitions  by  the  Attorney 
General  for  the  preparation  of  warrants  of  pardon; 
copies  of  pardons  and  remissions  granted;  Civil  War 
amnesty  records,  including  oaths  administered  in 
Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri;  indexes;  and 
registers.  Record  Group  130,  Records  of  the  White 
House  Office,  contains  a  few  registers  of  pardons 
issued,  1869-85  and  1907-13.  Certain  applications 
made  by  residents  of  the  Southern  States  for  amnesty 
under  the  various  Presidential  proclamations  issued 
during  and  after  the  Civil  War  were  sent  to  the  War 
Department  in  1894  by  the  Pardon  Attorney  and  are 
now  in  Record  Group  94,  Records  of  the  Adjutant 
General’s  Office,  1780’s-1917.  Record  Group  48, 
Records  of  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
includes  materials  relating  to  the  Utah  Commission 
and  plural  marriages. 

204.9  Editorial  Note:  Some  records  in  Record 
Group  204  that  originated  after  1912  are  not 
described  here.  Unless  otherwise  noted,  series 
consisting  of  records  that  originated  prior  to  1913  but 
extending  beyond  that  date  are  described  in  their 
entirety;  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  determine  what 
part  of  such  series  relates  to  the  pre-1913  period.  No 
separate  collections  of  cartographic  or  photographic 
records  exist  for  this  record  group. 

RECORDS  OF  THE  OFFICE 

204.10  Bound  and  unbound  abstracts  from  State 
Department  records,  1793-1853  (1  vol.  and  loose 
papers,  1  ft.),  consist  of  abstracts  of  pardon  cases 
recorded  in  volumes  I- VI,  inclusive,  of  the  "Pardons 
and  Remissions"  series  maintained  by  the  State 
Department.  The  abstracts  are  in  two  segments,  each 
of  which  is  arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  final 
action  on  the  pardon  petition: 


(1)  Abstracts  for  the  period  1793-1853,  entered 
in  one  bound  volume,  give  the  name  of  the  petitioner, 
tlie  judicial  district  where  convicted,  the  nature  of  the 
offense,  and  the  nature  and  date  of  the  action  taken 
on  the  petition.  Marginal  notes  show  the  number  and 
dates  of  the  volumes  from  which  the  cases  were 
abstracted,  the  name  of  the  President  in  office  when 
the  case  was  acted  upon  and  the  dates  of  his 
administration,  and  other  pertinent  data,  including 
cross-references  to  pardon  warrants.  For  the  period 
1793-1817  the  cases  are  numbered  consecutively 
within  each  Presidential  term,  and  the  number  and 
types  of  pardons  are  summarized  after  the  related 
case  entries.  A  cmnulative  summary  of  the  number 
of  Presidential  pardons  for  this  same  period  appears 
on  a  form  inserted  between  pages  386  and  387.  The 
volume  contains  an  alphabetical  index  by  name  of 
petitioner. 

(2)  Abstracts  for  the  period  1817-41,  entered  on 
individual  unbound  sheets,  apparently  were  prepared 
by  or  under  the  direction  of  William  C.  Endicott,  Jr., 
who  served  as  Pardon  Attorney  from  1894  to  1897. 
The  information  contained  in  these  abstracts  is 
essentially  the  same  as  that  found  in  the  bound 
abstracts,  but  it  is  more  detailed. 

204.11  The  records  of  the  Pardon  Attorney  that 
are  the  most  obviously  relevant  to  this  guide  are  those 
relating  to  the  Utah  amnesty  cases.  On  March  22, 
1882,  Congress  passed  an  antipolygamic  act, 
popularly  known  as  the  "Edmunds  Act,"  which 
disfranchised  polygamists.  Section  6  of  the  act  (22 
Stat.  30)  authorized  the  President  to  "grant  amnesty 
to  such  classes  of  offenders  guilty  of  bigamy,  poly¬ 
gamy,  or  unlawful  cohabitation,  before  the  passage  of 
this  act,  on  such  conditions  and  under  such  limitations 
as  he  shall  think  proper."  To  accomplish  this  task, 
the  President  appointed  the  Utah  Commission  to 
enforce  laws  pertaining  to  registration  and  elections 
in  tlie  Territory  of  Utah  and  to  die  practice  of  bigamy 
and  polygamy  by  certain  residents,  to  whom 
amnesties  were  issued.  Tlie  Utah  amnesty  case 
papers  and  related  materials,  1882-92  (1  ft.), 
consist  of  petitions,  memorandums,  correspondence, 
and  other  materials  concerning  applications  for 
amnesty  diat  were  filed  in  accordance  with  provisions 
of  section  6.  Among  die  few  papers  diat  do  not 
relate  to  any  specific  individual  application  are  a 
memorandum  of  die  Solicitor  General  stating  his 
views  as  to  die  suitability  of  die  oadis  attested  to  by 
die  applicants  for  amnesty  under  die  law  and  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  U.S.  attorney  for  Utah  concerning 
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the  disfranchisement  of  certain  persons  in  Utah  under 
the  terms  of  die  Edmunds  Act  and  suggesting  a 
general  amnesty. 

204.12  Most  of  the  petitions  consist  only  of  an 
oath  diat  the  applicant  does  not  practice  or 
countenance  the  exercise  of  plural  marriage  and  a 
recommendation  for  amnesty  signed  by  the  Governor 
and  the  Supreme  Court  judges  of  Utah.  Other 
petitions  are  in  die  form  of  personal  letters  to  die 
President  or  the  Attorney  General  from  die  petitioner 
or  from  persons  writing  on  his  behalf.  In  most  cases 
the  petitions  have  no  accompanying  papers  except 
letters  of  transmittal.  When  other  related  papers  are 
found,  diey  usually  consist  of  correspondence,  reports 
of  die  U.S.  attorney  for  Utah,  die  report  of  die 
Attorney  in  Charge  of  Pardons  to  die  Attorney 
General  on  die  application  for  amnesty,  or  receipts 
for  amnesty  warrants  issued.  The  reports  of  die 
Attorney  in  Charge  of  Pardons  bear  die  endorsements 
of  die  Attorney  General’s  recommendation  and  die 
President’s  action.  Petitions  filed  after  1889,  widi 
their  related  papers,  are  in  jackets  on  which  usually 
appear  the  name  of  the  applicant,  die  date  of  die 
application,  die  case  number,  a  notation  of  die  nature 
and  the  dates  of  die  Attorney  General’s  and  die 
President’s  actions,  and  odier  summary  infonnation. 

204.13  Except  for  a  few  applications  on  which 
apparently  no  action  was  taken,  die  petitions,  with 
their  related  papers,  are  arranged  numerically,  A-l 
dirough  A-92.  The  numbers  correspond  to  die  page 
number  of  the  docket  of  Utah  amnesty  cases 
("Docket  A"),  1882-92  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  on  which  die 
case  is  entered.  Entries  in  die  docket  record  the 
proceedings  in  the  cases  diat  were  filed.  Shown  is 
the  name  of  the  applicant,  die  judicial  district  of 
residence,  the  date  the  application  was  filed,  die 
nature  of  the  offense,  the  date  of  the  oath,  the  name 
or  title  of  person  (or  persons)  recommending 
amnesty,  the  date  die  case  was  reported  to  die 
Attorney  General  and  his  recommendation,  die  date 
die  case  was  sent  to  die  President,  die  date  the 
amnesty  was  ordered,  die  date  an  amnesty  warrant 
was  requisitioned  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 
date  of  die  amnesty.  Also  shown  are  die  date  die 
amnesty  warrant  was  transmitted  and  die  name  of  the 
person  or  persons  to  whom  it  was  sent,  the  date  of 
acknowledgment  of  receipt  of  die  warrant,  and 
sometimes  odier  miscellaneous  data.  Many  case 
entries  are  incomplete,  but  all  of  those  that  record  the 
action  taken  either  show  the  issuance  of  warrants  for 
amnesty  or  are  marked  "granted."  Only  one  case 


(A-66)  carries  a  cross-reference  to  a  number  found  in 
die  dockets  of  pardon  cases  (204.17).  The  volume 
contains  an  alphabetical  index  by  name  of  petitioner. 
Entries  are  arranged  chronologically  by  date  of 
petition. 

204.14  An  indication  of  the  nature  of  the 
information  available  in  the  pardon  case  files 
described  below  is  found  in  the  "List  of  pardons, 
commutations,  and  respites  granted  by  the  President," 
a  report  submitted  annually  by  the  Pardon  Attorney 
and  predecessors  to  the  Attorney  General  for 
publication,  usually  as  an  appendix,  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States. 
The  data  in  the  tabular  report  is  presented  under  the 
following  headings:  Name  of  applicant,  District  and 
offense.  Date  and  sentence.  Recommendation  of 
Attorney  General,  and  Action  of  President  and  date. 
A  typical  entry  from  the  1911  Annual  Report 
concerns  a  15-year-old  Indian  charged  in  Indian 
Territory  with  "Murder,  without  capital  punishment. " 
The  youth  "did  not  himself  fire  the  fatal  shot,  but 
witnessed  the  murder,  and  aided  and  abetted  to  the 
extent  of  holding  the  gun  for  his  companion. "  On 
November  30,  1904,  he  was  sentenced  to 
imprisonment  for  life  in  the  U.S.  penitentiary  at 
Atlanta,  GA.  Based  on  "his  youth,  his  excellent 
conduct  in  prison,  and  the  fact  that  he  was  probably 
dominated  by  his  companion,  who  was  an  older  man, 
die  Attorney  General  recommended  that  the  sentence 
be  commuted  to  15  years,  the  remainder  to  be  served 
in  die  Missouri  Training  School  for  Boys."  On  July 
9,  1910,  the  President  signed  die  warrant  commuting 
die  sentence  "to  imprisonment  for  15  years,  with 
allowances  for  good  behavior,  the  remainder  of  die 
term  to  be  served  in  the  Missouri  Training  School  for 
Boys  or  such  institution,  penal  or  reformatory,  as  the 
Attorney  General  may  designate."  All  told,  entries  in 
die  191 1  list  cover  applicants  representing  15  Western 
States.  Additional  information  about  the  successful 
applications  for  pardon  noted  in  die  Annual  Reports , 
as  well  as  those  applications  diat  were  rejected,  is 
found  in  die  pardon  case  files. 

204.15  Pardon  case  files,  1853-1963  (944  ft.), 
constitute  the  bulk  of  die  record  group.  Each  case 
file  contains  some  or  all  of  die  following:  die 
application  for  Executive  clemency  made  by  the 
prisoner,  ex-prisoner,  relatives  and  friends  of  the 
prisoner,  and  others,  usually  addressed  to  die 
President  of  die  United  States  but  sometimes  to  die 
Attorney  General  or  the  Pardon  Attorney;  letters  of 
recommendation  for  pardon,  including  character 
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affidavits;  and  correspondence  with  Members  of 
Congress,  Governors  and  other  State  officials.  White 
House  officials,  private  attorneys,  and  other  interested 
persons  concerning  the  application.  In  addition  to 
letters,  the  series  contains  reports  from  U.S.  attorneys 
and  trial  judges,  detailing  the  facts  of  the  case  and 
developments  after  the  trial  and  containing  recom¬ 
mendations  for  or  against  the  granting  of  pardon  or 
reporting  no  recommendation;  reports  of  wardens  on 
the  conduct  of  the  applicant  while  in  prison;  reports 
of  prison  physicians  on  the  convict’s  health;  reports 
of  the  Secret  Service  and  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation  on  such  matters  as  previous  offenses, 
the  applicant’s  conduct  after  release  from 
imprisonment  (if  application  is  for  restoration  of  civil 
rights),  and  matters  concerned  with  the  status  of  the 
applicant  in  his  community  both  before  and  after 
imprisonment;  and  reports  of  Government  agencies 
charged  with  the  administration  of  the  particular  law 
violated,  setting  forth  the  facts  in  the  case  and 
expressing  the  agency’s  position  in  the  matter  of 
extending  clemency.  Included  also  are  excerpts  from 
docket  entries  in  the  case  and  from  some  of  the 
papers  filed  with  the  court  in  which  trial  was  held, 
used  by  the  Pardon  Attorney  in  briefing  the  case  and 
as  exhibits  in  support  of  his  recommendation  on  the 
application;  reports  and  recommendations  of  the 
Pardon  Attorney  to  the  Attorney  General;  the 
Attorney  General’s  recommendation  to  the  President, 
with  a  full  report  on  the  case;  and  the  receipt  for  the 
warrant,  if  issued.  The  papers  are  in  folders  (jackets) 
on  which  appear  the  name  of  the  applicant,  the  case 
number,  the  name  of  the  pertinent  judicial  district, 
and  the  date  and  nature  of  the  various  actions  on  the 
case.  The  files  are  arranged  by  case  number,  1-1  to 
2-159,  A-l  to  Z-799,  and  26-1  to  71-798.  The  case 
number  consists  of  a  combination  of  a  number  or 
letter  designation  and  the  page  number  of  die  docket 
volume  (204.17)  in  which  die  case  is  entered. 

204.16  Some  enclosures  to  pardon  case  files, 
1892-1935  (10  ft.),  were  not  incorporated  into  the 
case  files.  Filed  separately,  diese  enclosures  consist 
mainly  of  transcripts  of  testimony,  printed  copies  of 
briefs  and  arguments,  reply  briefs,  and  odier  papers 
that  were  filed  with  die  court  at  die  time  of  die  trial 
and  were  later  sent  to  the  Pardon  Attorney  for  use  in 
briefing  the  case  and  in  preparing  his  report  and 
recommendation  for  the  Attorney  General.  Also 
included  are  a  small  amount  of  correspondence, 
reports  of  the  Pardon  Attorney  to  die  Attorney 
General,  a  few  copies  of  petitions  for  Executive 


clemency,  and  papers  submitted  in  support  of 
petitions.  The  enclosures  are  arranged  numerically 
by  case  number,  N-16  through  56-761. 

204.17  The  docket  of  pardon  cases  ("Record  of 
Pardon  Cases"),  1853-1958  (81  vols.,  23  ft.), 
records  the  formal  steps  in  the  history  of  each  case 
from  the  time  the  petition  was  filed  until  final  action 
was  taken.  Data  for  each  case  includes  the  name  of 
die  petitioner;  die  judicial  district  in  which  the 
petitioner  was  convicted;  the  nature  of  the  offense; 
the  sentence  and  its  date;  the  place  of  confinement;  a 
list  of  papers  submitted,  with  a  summary  of  their 
contents;  the  action  taken  by  die  President  and 
usually  the  date  of  such  action;  and  a  statement 
concerning  reasons  for  filing  die  petition.  The  later 
volumes  give  such  additional  information  as  die  date 
of  reference  to  die  U.S.  attorney;  die  nature  and  dates 
of  die  U.S.  attorney’s  report  and  die  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  trial  judges,  wardens,  and  odiers;  die  date  of 
die  requisition  to  the  State  Department  for  die 
issuance  of  die  pardon  warrant  (discontinued  after 
June  16,  1893,  with  die  transfer  of  that  function  to 
die  Department  of  Justice);  die  dates  diat  recommen¬ 
dations  were  forwarded  to  die  Attorney  General  and 
the  President;  die  date  the  warrant  was  received  from 
die  President;  and  die  dates  die  warrant  was 
forwarded  and  the  receipt  returned.  Some  entries  in 
cases  where  pardon  was  denied  carry  a 
cross-reference  to  later  cases  in  which  die  action  was 
changed.  Cases  are  entered  chronologically  by  date 
of  petition  widiin  volumes  designated  "Old  Book  No. 
1,"  "Old  Book  No.  2,"  A-H,  J-Z,  and  26-38.  All 
volumes  contain  indexes  by  name  of  petitioner, 
except  diat  die  "A’s"  are  missing  from  "Old  Book 
No.  2."  This  series  does  not  include  a  volume  "I"  or 
volumes  numbered  1  to  25. 

204.18  Indexes  were  created  to  facilitate  access 
to  the  case  files  and  die  docket  entries.  An  index  to 
pardon  cases,  1853-89  (8  ft.),  compiled  on  3-  by 
5-inch  cards  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
applicant,  relates  to  the  two  "Old  Book"  docket 
volumes  and  Books  A-H  and  J-L  (204.17)  and  die 
related  case  files  (204.15).  Entries  give  die  name  of 
each  applicant,  die  judicial  district  in  which  die 
applicant  was  convicted  or  resided,  die  date  die 
application  was  filed,  die  case  number,  and  die  nature 
and  date  of  action  taken  on  die  application.  Entries 
in  a  bound  index  to  pardon  cases,  1902-21  (1  vol., 
1  in.),  pertain  to  certain  pardon  cases  docketed  in 
volumes  V  dirough  36  (204.17)  and  die  related  case 
files,  and  give  die  name  of  the  applicant  and  die 
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related  case  number.  The  cases  indexed  appear  to  be 
primarily  those  in  which  favorable  action  was  taken. 
Entries  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  the  first  two 
letters  of  the  applicant’s  surname. 

204.19  An  "Index  to  Record  A.  First  Book," 
ca.  1856-65  (1  in.),  supplements  die  index  in  the 
front  of  volume  A  of  the  docket  described  above 
(204.17).  In  addition  to  die  name  of  the  petitioner 
and  the  page  number  of  die  docket  on  which  die  case 
is  entered,  this  index  indicates  the  judicial  district 
where  the  applicant  was  tried  or  resided.  Entries  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  first  letter  of  petitioner’s 
surname. 

204.20  A  record  of  pardon  cases  ("Pardons"), 
Jan.  1856-Apr.  1857  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  gives  for  certain 
pardon  cases  die  name  of  die  petitioner,  die  judicial 
district  where  tried,  die  nature  of  die  offense,  die 
sentence,  the  action  taken  on  die  application,  and  die 
date  of  die  action.  Many  case  entries  are  incomplete. 
Cases  recorded  in  this  volume  are  docketed  in  "Old 
Book  No.  1"  (204. 17).  Entries  are  arranged  chrono¬ 
logically  by  date  of  final  action  on  the  application. 

204.21  The  record  of  pardon  cases  ("Pardon 
Attorney’s  Record"),  1907-16  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  is 
composed  of  diree  sections: 

(1)  A  record  of  certain  cases  in  which  all 
papers  were  received,  showing  die  name  of  the 
petitioner,  the  date  die  papers  were  completed,  die 
case  number,  the  date  die  case  was  briefed,  the  date 
die  case  was  sent  to  die  Attorney  General,  die  nature 
and  date  of  die  Attorney  General’s  recommendation, 
die  date  the  case  was  sent  to  the  President,  die  nature 
and  date  of  die  President’s  action,  the  date  the 
warrant  was  sent  to  the  President,  the  nature  of  the 
offense,  the  sentence  or  the  date  of  the  sentence,  and 
die  dates  of  expiration  of  the  sentence  and  the  parole 
term.  After  a  brief  alphabetical  listing  by  name  of 
petitioner,  die  entries  in  this  section  are  listed 
numerically  in  diree  chronological  segments:  1-1000 
(1907-11);  1-1000  (1911-14);  and  1-699  (1914-16). 
An  index  to  die  first  two  numerical  segments  is 
described  below  (204.22). 

(2)  A  record  of  some  cases  listed  in  part  1, 
showing  the  final  actions  taken  and  the  types  of 
pardons  granted.  The  entries  in  diis  section  are 
chronological  by  die  date  of  die  Presidential  action 
(1909-16). 

(3)  The  final  section,  a  small  amount  of 
miscellaneous  material  concerning  the  cases,  is 
unarranged. 


204.22  The  index  to  record  of  pardon  cases, 
1907-14  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  covers  the  first  two  numerical 
lists  of  cases  constituting  die  first  section  of  die  series 
described  above  (204.21).  The  entries  show  the 
serial  number,  the  name  of  the  applicant,  die  case 
number,  the  nature  of  the  offense,  and  in  some 
instances  a  notation  of  the  action  taken  on  the 
application,  with  the  date  of  such  action.  Entries  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  the  first  letter  of  the 
applicant’s  surname. 

204.23  A  record  of  pardons  denied  ("Pardon 
Cases  Denied"),  Mar.  4,  1893-May  24,  1918  (1 
vol.,  3  in.),  lists  die  cases  in  which  applications  for 
pardon  were  denied,  giving  die  name  of  the 
petitioner,  the  judicial  district  where  convicted,  the 
date  of  the  application,  and  the  case  number.  Some 
of  die  cases  were  later  reconsidered  and  pardons 
granted.  Through  June  30,  1896,  die  number  of 
cases  denied  each  fiscal  year  is  noted  before  die 
entries  for  that  year.  The  volume  contains  an 
alphabetical  index  (discontinued  in  1897)  by  name  of 
petitioner,  showing  also  die  judicial  district  in  which 
he  was  convicted.  Entries  are  in  general  arranged 
chronologically  by  date  of  petition. 

204.24  Lists  of  pardon  cases  ("Pardon  Cases 
No.  1"),  Mar.  1861-Aug.  1865  (1  vol.,  1  in.), 
consist  of  the  following: 

(1)  A  list  of  pardon  applications  received, 
numbered  consecutively  in  two  series,  1-482  (Mar. 
1861-Mar.  1865)  and  1-1413  (Mar.-Aug.  1865), 
shows  die  name  of  die  applicant,  die  judicial  district 
where  convicted,  the  nature  of  die  offense,  die  date 
of  the  application,  and  sometimes  a  notation  that  the 
pardon  was  granted  and  die  date.  Entries  on  the  list 
are  arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  the 
application. 

(2)  A  list  of  "Cases  Referred  to  District 
Attorneys,"  numbered  consecutively  1-45  (Mar. 
1861 -June  1865),  shows  die  name  of  the  applicant, 
the  nature  of  die  offense,  die  name  and  judicial 
district  of  the  U.S.  attorney  to  whom  die  case  was 
referred,  and  die  date  of  die  referral.  Entries  are 
arranged  by  date  of  referral. 

(3)  A  list  of  applications  refused,  numbered 
consecutively  1-196  (Mar.  1861-May  1865),  shows 
die  name  of  die  applicant,  die  judicial  district  where 
convicted,  the  nature  of  the  offense,  and  the  date  of 
the  refusal.  Entries  are  arranged  by  date  of  refusal. 

(4)  A  list  of  pardons  granted,  numbered  con¬ 
secutively  1-571  (Mar.  1 86 1  -July  1865),  shows  the 
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applicant’s  name,  judicial  district  where  convicted, 
nature  of  the  offense,  and  date  of  die  pardon.  Entries 
in  the  list  are  arranged  by  date  of  pardon. 

Most  of  the  cases  identified  in  the  four  lists  are 
entered  in  docket  volumes  A  and  B  (204. 17). 

204.25  The  Attorney  General  submitted 
requisitions  for  pardon  warrants  ("Recitals"),  Mar. 
4,  1861-Feb.  4,  1881  (8  vols.,  2  ft.),  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  request  the  issuance  of  pardon  warrants. 
Each  requisition  includes  the  text  of  the  pardon 
statement,  known  as  the  "recital,"  that  was  to  appear 
on  the  warrant  issued.  The  fair  copies  that  constitute 
this  series  are  arranged  chronologically  by  date  of 
requisition  in  volumes  A-C  (1861-71)  and  A-E 
(1871-81).  The  last  five  volumes,  A-E,  contain 
indexes  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  petitioner 
that  give  the  district  in  which  die  case  was  tried. 
Indexes  to  the  first  three  volumes,  A-C,  make  up  die 
series  of  indexes  to  requisitions  for  pardon 
warrants,  Mar.  4,  1861-Oct.  24,  1871  (5  vols.,  4 
in.).  Three  of  the  index  volumes  are  to  volume  A  of 
the  requisitions,  covering  the  period  Mar.  4, 
1861-Oct.  2,  1865,  each  relating  to  particular 
segments  of  die  requisition  volume.  The  diird  of 
these  index  volumes  is  labeled  "Index  No.  2  to 
Pardons  Book  A  (Pardon  recitals)."  These  three 
indexes  give  the  name  of  the  person  pardoned  and  die 
page  of  the  volume  on  which  the  requisition  is  found. 
The  fourth  and  fifth  index  volumes  cover  volumes  B 
and  C  respectively,  giving  in  addition  to  the  name  of 
the  person  pardoned  and  the  page  number,  the  district 
in  which  the  case  was  tried  or  in  which  the  person 
resided.  Entries  in  each  volume  are  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically  by  first  letter  of  the  surname  of  the  person 
pardoned. 

204.26  Requisitions  for  pardon  warrants,  and 
miscellaneous  letters  sent,  Jan.  3,  1871-Dec.  27, 
1893  (15  vols.,  2  ft.),  consist  chiefly  of  press  copies 
of  requisitions  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  die 
Attorney  General  for  the  issuance  of  pardon  warrants. 
Also  included,  however,  are  a  few  copies  of  letters 
sent  by  the  Clerk  of  Pardons  and  his  successor,  the 
Attorney  in  Charge  of  Pardons,  to  Members  of 
Congress,  U.S.  attorneys,  wardens  of  prisons,  and 
others,  relating  to  pardon  matters  referred  to  the 
Pardon  Office  by  the  Attorney  General.  Many  of  die 
requisitions  in  this  series  are  duplicates  of  those  in 
the  requisition  volumes  described  above  (204.25). 
The  requisitions  are  for  the  most  part  arranged 
chronologically  in  die  volumes  diat  are  labeled  L 


dirough  Z.  Volumes  R-T  and  W-Z  contain  indexes 
by  name  of  petitioner. 

204.27  Copies  of  warrants  for  pardons  that  were 
granted  by  the  President  constitute  the  series  called 
pardon  warrant  ("Pardons"),  June  19,  1893-June 
15,  1936  (29  vols.,  10  ft.).  Warrants  dated  before 
April  1929  show  the  related  case  number.  The  first 
few  pages  of  volume  17  contain  copies  of  correspond¬ 
ence,  memorandums,  and  an  Executive  order  relating 
to  the  transfer  of  the  function  of  issuing  pardon 
warrants  from  the  Department  of  State  to  the  Justice 
Department  in  1893;  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  of 
December  18,  1894,  from  the  Pardon  Attorney  to  the 
War  Department,  that  transmitted  amnesty  applica¬ 
tions  made  by  residents  of  Confederate  States, 
including  one  on  behalf  of  Jefferson  Davis.  Two 
volumes  are  numbered  "26,"  but  only  one  of  these 
contains  copies  of  warrants;  the  odier  has  merely  an 
incomplete  index  to  die  names  of  persons  for  whom 
die  warrants  were  issued.  All  of  die  odier  volumes 
contain  complete  indexes  by  surname  of  die  person 
pardoned.  Within  volumes  17-44  the  warrants  are 
arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  pardon. 

204.28  Copies  of  letters  sent  in  pardon  cases, 
Feb.  7,  1868-July  31,  1933;  Apr.  1-Nov.  30,  1934 
(243  vols.,  46  ft.),  by  the  Clerk  of  Pardons,  die 
Pardon  Attorney,  the  Chief  Clerk,  and  die  Attorney 
General  concern  all  types  of  pardon  matters  and 
include  replies  to  inquiries  concerning  applications  for 
Executive  clemency;  requests  for  information, 
reports,  and  recommendations  from  Government  offi¬ 
cials  on  pardon  applications;  instructions  for  die 
release  of  prisoners  whose  sentences  were  commuted; 
and  a  few  requisitions  for  pardon  warrants,  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  letters  are  addressed  to 
U.S.  attorneys  and  marshals,  trial  judges  and  clerks 
of  Federal  courts,  officials  of  penal  institutions,  heads 
of  Government  departments  and  agencies,  die  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Utah  Commission,  Members  of  Congress, 
die  President,  lawyers,  petitioners,  and  odiers.  Some 
of  the  volumes  contain  indexes  by  name  of  addressee, 
some  by  name  of  petitioner,  some  by  both  addressee 
and  petitioner,  and  some  volumes  are  not  indexed. 
Some  of  die  indexes  also  show  the  date  of  die  letter 
and  carry  lists  of  types  of  addressees,  such  as  U.S. 
attorneys,  marshals,  wardens,  Government  officials, 
and  the  like.  The  letters  are  arranged  chronologically 
in  diree  segments,  with  some  overlapping  of  dates: 

(1)  Fair  copies  for  die  period  Feb.  7,  1868-July 
15,  1878,  in  volumes  marked  "A,"  "B,"  and  "C"; 
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(2)  Press  copies  for  the  period  Sept.  16, 
1876-June  16,  1921,  in  volumes  numbered  1-94, 
preceded  by  four  unmarked  volumes;  and 

(3)  Carbon  copies  for  the  period  Apr.  10, 
1890-Nov.  30,  1934,  in  57  unmarked  volumes  and  in 
volumes  numbered  1-81  and  86-89. 

204.29  Two  relatively  small  series  of  largely 
unrelated  documents  make  up  the  last  of  the  relevant 
records.  The  first  such  series  consists  of  selected 
documents  designated  records  concerning  pardons 
for  offenses  against  military  government,  1846-47; 
1898-1901  (1  in.).  Included  are  a  memorandum  from 
the  War  Department  to  the  Pardon  Attorney 
concerning  the  exercise  of  the  power  to  pardon 
criminal  offenders  against  the  military  government 


maintained  in  the  New  Mexico  territory  during 
1846-47,  and  printed  "Instructions  for  the 
Government  of  Armies  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Field,"  1898.  A  list  of  penal  institutions  in  which 
Federal  prisoners  were  confined  is  found  in  the 
second  series,  miscellaneous  material,  1865; 
1881-84;  1901  (4  in.),  which  is  arranged  in  part 
chronologically  by  year.  Also  included  are  miscel¬ 
laneous  petitions  for  Executive  clemency  addressed  to 
the  President  and  to  the  Attorney  General;  letters  of 
recommendation  for  persons  seeking  pardons;  a  letter 
to  the  Attorney  General  transmitting  a  complaint  from 
a  special  agent  of  the  Post  Office  Department  against 
the  many  pardons  being  granted  to  persons  convicted 
of  violating  postal  laws;  and  other  unidentified 
material. 
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Record  Group  205 

RECORDS  OF  THE  COURT  OF  CLAIMS  SECTION  (JUSTICE) 


The  United  States  to  J.  Guilford: 

For  services  as  attorney  in  case  of  the  heirs  of  Charles  E.  Hedges,  No.  130,  Congressional,  from  the  15th 


day  of  November,  1884,  to  the  25th  day  of  November  1884,  eight  days  at  $20  per  day:* 

Eight  days,  as  above  stated,  at  $20  per  day  ( two  Sundays  out:) .  160.00 

Expenses  actually  and  necessarily  incurred  as  per  following  statement : 

Railroad  fare  from  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  return  . 19.40 

From  Sioux  City  to  Yankton,  Dak.  Ter.,  and  return . 4.90 

Fare  from  Yankton,  Dak.  Ter.,  to  Yankton  Agency,  Dak.  Ter.,  and  return 

(120  miles) . 6.60 

Omnibus  fare  at  Yankton,  Dak.  Ter . 50 

Omnibus  fare  at  Springfield,  Dak.  Ter . 50 

14.  Dinner  at  Saint  James,  Minn.,  en  route  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa . 50 

14-18.  Hotel  bill  at  St.  Elmo,  Sioux  [City],  Iowa,  from  Friday  night  to  Monday  morning 

(November  14  to  18)  . 3.75 

18.  Yankton,  Dak.  Ter.,  one  day . 2.00 

19.  Tyndale,  Dak.  Ter.,  supper  (driver  missed  the  road) . 50 

Springfield,  Dak.  Ter.,  2/3  day . 1.75 

23.  Yankton  Agency,  4  days’  board  and  lodging  . 8.00 

24.  2/3  day,  Springfield,  Dak.  Ter . 1.50 

25.  Yankton,  Dak.  Ter.,  1  day  . 2.00 

25-26.  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  2/3  day . 1.25 

26.  One  breakfast  at  Kasota,  Minn .  .50 


$213  55 

Annual  Report  of  the  Attorney  General  of  United  States 
for  the  Year  1885,  pp.  160-61. 

♦Dates  are  shown  as  they  appear  in  the  report. 


Introduction 

205.1  The  act  of  Congress  of  February  24,  1855, 
that  established  a  Court  of  Claims  to  pass  upon 
claims  of  citizens  against  the  United  States  also  pro¬ 
vided  for  a  Solicitor  to  represent  the  interests  of  the 
Government  before  the  court.  All  cases  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  were  to  be  prepared  for  hearing 
before  the  court  by  the  Solicitor,  whose  responsibil¬ 
ities  included  taking  testimonies,  filing  interroga¬ 
tories,  and  arguing  cases.  In  1856  an  amendment  to 
the  organic  act  provided  for  an  Assistant  Solicitor  and 
also  gave  the  Solicitor  power  to  employ  a  deputy. 

205.2  An  act  of  June  25,  1868  (15  Stat.  75), 
abolished  the  position  of  the  Solicitor  and  transferred 
the  functions  of  that  official  to  the  Attorney  General, 
who  was  charged  with  "die  prosecution  and  defence 
of  all  matters  and  suits  in  the  Court  of  Claims  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States. "  To  help  with  the  work, 
the  President  was  authorized  to  appoint  two  Assistant 


Attorneys  General.  Thereafter,  claims  matters  were 
handled  by  a  unit  which  was  located  first  in  the 
Attorney  General’s  Office  and  later,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  an  Assistant  Attorney  General,  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice.  In  1891  the  Court  of  Claims  was 
given  jurisdiction  over  claims  brought  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States  for  property  that  had  been  taken  or 
destroyed  by  Indians  belonging  to  any  band,  tribe,  or 
nation  in  amity  with  the  United  States.  An  Assistant 
Attorney  General  was  charged  with  handling  all  of 
the  matters  concerning  Indian  depredations. 

205.3  The  unit  in  the  Department  of  Justice  that 
handled  the  Court  of  Claims  cases  was  known  by 
various  titles  until  1934,  when  it  was  designated  the 
Claims  Division  by  a  departmental  order  that  also 
transferred  the  unit’s  responsibilities  regarding  tax 
matters  and  Indian  claims  to  other  divisions  of  the 
department.  By  1937  claims  litigation  had  increased 
so  significantly  that  the  Claims  Division  was  organ¬ 
ized  into  several  sections.  One  of  these,  called  the 
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Court  of  Claims  Section,  handled  all  suits  in  the 
Court  of  Claims  defended  by  the  Claims  Division 
except  those  relating  to  patents  and  copyrights.  In 
1953  the  name  of  the  Claims  Division  was  changed 
to  the  Civil  Division,  and  all  attendant  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  the  Claims  Divison  were  assigned 
to  tire  Civil  Division. 

205.4  In  the  course  of  presenting  die  Govern¬ 
ment’s  case  before  die  Court  of  Claims,  the  staff 
aiding  die  Assistant  Attorney  General  in  claims 
matters  was  generally  involved  in  preparing  briefs 
and  other  pleadings,  cross-examining  claimants’  wit¬ 
nesses,  conducting  investigations,  and  gadiering 
evidence  in  defense  of  suits.  Since  die  rules  of  die 
Court  of  Claims  precluded  oral  testimony,  Govern¬ 
ment  attorneys  traveled  to  many  sections  of  die 
country  taking  depositions  and  gadiering  evidence. 
Occasionally  private  attorneys  were  employed  in  die 
locality  where  it  was  necessary  to  take  depositions  or 
attend  to  odier  legal  business  connected  with  die 
defense  of  claims  cases. 

205.5  The  majority  of  cases  brought  before  die 
Court  of  Claims  fall  within  diree  jurisdictions: 
general,  congressional,  and  departmental.  Most 
numerous  on  the  court’s  dockets  have  been  die  cases 
that  were  brought  under  die  general  jurisdiction, 
which  encompasses  all  cases  not  specifically  assigned 
to  die  court  by  special  acts  of  Congress,  subsequent 
to  the  original  act  establishing  die  court.  Claimants 
sued  directly  under  the  original  act,  which  has  been 
amended  from  time  to  time  to  broaden  its  jurisdiction 
and  increase  its  power.  Congressional-jurisdiction 
cases  involve  moral  claims  not  covered  by  existing 
statutes  (see  205.43).  Acts  of  March  3,  1883,  and 
March  3,  1887,  commonly  known  as  die  Bowman 
and  Tucker  Acts,  and  section  151  of  die  Judicial 
Code  of  March  3,  1911,  provided  that  such  claims 
presented  to  Congress  might  be  referred  to  die  Court 
of  Claims  for  findings  of  fact.  Judgment  in  diese 
cases  would  be  rendered  by  Congress  unless  die 
claim  was  one  over  which  die  court  had  jurisdiction. 
The  Bowman  and  Tucker  Acts  also  enabled  die  Court 
of  Claims  to  hear  departmental  cases  covering 
controversies  referred  by  die  heads  of  executive 
departments  and  to  render  judgment  if  die  claim  or 
matter  referred  was  one  over  which  die  court  had 
jurisdiction.  The  1887  act  also  granted  to  all  Federal 
courts  concurrent  jurisdiction  widi  die  Court  of 
Claims  in  cases  involving  claims  against  die  United 
States.  Jurisdiction  of  district  courts  was  limited  by 
the  Judicial  Code  of  1911  to  suits  not  exceeding 


$10,000;  these  cases  are  heard  by  district  and  circuit 
courts. 

205.6  The  duties  of  the  Assistant  Attorney 
General  in  charge  of  claims  matters  increased  to  re¬ 
flect  the  expansion  of  the  court’s  jurisdiction.  Added 
responsibilities  included  the  conduct  of  claims  litiga¬ 
tion  in  the  U.S.  district  and  circuit  courts  and  the 
supervision  of  claims  cases  appealed  to  the  Supreme 
Court.  Claims  cases  in  the  lower  Federal  courts  were 
defended  by  the  local  U.S.  attorneys,  with  the  advice 
and  assistance  of  the  Department  of  Justice.  If  the 
decisions  were  unfavorable  to  the  Government,  case 
records  were  examined  by  the  Department,  which 
then  advised  the  U.S.  attorneys  regarding  appeals. 

205.7  Most  of  the  records  in  this  record  group 
are  described  in  detail  in  Preliminary  Inventory  of  the 
Records  of  the  Court  of  Claims  Section  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice  (PI  47),  compiled  by  Gaiselle  Keraer 
and  Ira  N.  Kellogg,  Jr.,  and  issued  in  1952.  The 
records  date  from  the  court’s  establishment  (with 
some  evidentiary  material  predating  this  by  several 
decades)  to  1947.  Case  files  are  the  major  series  of 
records  for  each  jurisdiction.  Odier  records  consist 
of  oversize  enclosures,  correspondence,  dockets, 
judgment  and  other  indexes,  notice  books,  and  related 
records  of  die  Department  of  Justice  and  its  prede¬ 
cessors  handling  claims  matters.  Researchers  who 
already  know  the  names  of  claimants  or  pertinent 
case  numbers  should  have  little  difficulty  using  diese 
records  effectively.  Few  of  die  records  discussed 
below,  however,  are  arranged  in  a  manner  diat  facili¬ 
tates  research  by  State  or  Territory,  and  the  available 
indexes  are  of  little  use  in  identifying  records  diat 
relate  to  a  specific  geographic  area.  All  but  two  of 
the  alphabetical  indexes  are  arranged  by  name  of 
claimant  or  correspondent.  The  two  exceptions  per¬ 
tain  to  die  Indian-depredation  case  records,  die  only 
records  in  this  record  group  that  relate  almost  entirely 
to  the  trans-Mississippi  West.  Since  the  indexes  to 
die  depredation  case  files  are  arranged  alphabetically 
by  name  of  tribe  or  tribal  group,  researchers  who 
know  the  geographical  location  of  die  tribe(s)  involv¬ 
ed  can  readily  identify  diose  cases  relating  to  a  given 
State,  Territory,  or  odier  geographical  area. 

205.8  Because  of  die  close  relationship  between 
die  Claims  Section  and  die  Court  of  Claims,  many  of 
die  records  discussed  here  are  similar  to,  and  some¬ 
times  copies  of,  records  found  in  Record  Group  123, 
Records  of  die  United  States  Court  of  Claims. 
Dockets  and  indexes  among  die  Section’s  records  are 
useful  in  locating  materials  among  die  records  of  the 
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Court  of  Claims.  Information  about  the  cases  filed 
with  the  Court  of  Claims  and  the  expenses  incurred 
in  preparing  them  for  trial  can  be  found  in  the  printed 
annual  reports  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  part  of  Record  Group  287,  Publica¬ 
tions  of  the  U.S.  Government.  Additional  records 
concerning  Indian  depredation  claims  are  found  in 
Record  Group  75,  Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  while  records  relating  to  the  payment  of 
claims,  including  those  for  Indian  depredations,  are 
in  Record  Group  56,  General  Records  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Treasury.  Other  Treasury  Department 
records  concerning  Indian  depredation  claims  are  in 
Record  Group  217,  Records  of  the  Accounting 
Officers  of  the  Department  of  the  Treasury.  Record 
Group  365,  Treasury  Department  Collection  of 
Confederate  Records,  and  Record  Group  366, 
Records  of  Civil  War  Special  Agencies  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  contain  records  relating  to  the 
seizure  and  destruction  of  cotton  in  some  Southern 
States  during  the  Civil  War. 

205.9  Editorial  Note:  Because  the  records  and 
their  control  documents  lack  geographic  identifiers, 
the  only  records  discussed  below  are  those  that 
clearly  contain  information  pertaining  to  the  trans- 
Mississippi  West,  such  as  the  Indian-depredation  case 
records  and  the  letter-carrier  case  records,  and  those 
where  the  locale  of  the  claimants  can  be  quickly 
determined  by  a  cursory  examination  of  the  records. 
Unless  otherwise  noted,  series  consisting  of  records 
that  originated  prior  to  1913  but  extending  beyond 
that  date  are  described  in  their  entirety;  no  attempt 
has  been  made  to  determine  what  part  of  such  series 
relates  to  die  pre-1913  period.  The  record  group 
consists  almost  entirely  of  textual  records.  Maps, 
photographs,  blueprints,  and  similar  documents 
submitted  as  evidence  or  used  as  exhibits  are  part  of 
die  case  files  or,  in  the  case  of  oversize  documents, 
are  filed  as  adjuncts  to  the  case  files. 

INDIAN-DEPREDATION  CASE  RECORDS 

205.10  Although  the  Indian-depredation  case 
records  make  up  only  about  one-fifdi  of  die  total 
footage  of  Record  Group  205,  diey  are  discussed  at 
diis  point  because  of  dieir  obvious  relevance  to  diis 
guide.  The  events  providing  die  basis  for  suits  diat 
were  brought  for  losses  sustained  as  die  result  of 
Indian  depredations  extend  from  die  Winnebago 
hostilities  in  1814  to  the  Sioux  troubles  in  1890-91. 
One  cautionary  note  should  be  sounded,  however. 


Since  losses  due  to  Indian  depredations  were  often 
difficult  to  document,  many  of  the  claims  filed  were 
suspect.  As  Government  investigators  discovered, 
claimants,  because  diey  were  seeking  monetary  com¬ 
pensation,  frequently  exaggerated  the  amount  of 
property  lost  and  inflated  its  value.  Nevertheless, 
documents  used  as  evidence  in  the  cases  have  much 
to  offer  western  historians,  family  historians,  and 
local  historians  alike,  as  diey  often  contain  personal 
information  about  the  claimants  and  their  witnesses, 
as  well  as  information  about  their  communities  and 
dieir  everyday  life. 

205.11  The  act  of  March  3,  1891  (26  Stat.  851), 
providing  "for  the  adjudication  and  payment  of  claims 
arising  from  Indian  depredations,"  specified  that  all 
claims  brought  by  U.S.  citizens  for  property  taken  or 
destroyed  by  Indians  in  amity  with  the  United  States 
be  presented  to  the  Court  of  Claims  widiin  diree 
years  after  the  act  was  passed.  Before  1891  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  had  investigated  Indian- 
depredation  cases  and  submitted  reports  to  Congress, 
but  few  award  appropriations  had  been  made.  Under 
the  1891  act,  the  cases  that  had  been  examined  and 
allowed  by  the  Department  of  die  Interior  came  under 
die  purview  of  the  Court  of  Claims.  The  jurisdiction 
of  die  Court  of  Claims  regarding  Indian-depredation 
claims  was  enlarged  by  an  act  of  January  11,  1915, 
which  allowed  claims  for  property  of  "inhabitants" 
rather  dian  "citizens"  and  provided  for  die  rein¬ 
statement  of  all  cases  that  had  been  dismissed  by  die 
court  for  want  of  proof  of  the  claimant’s  citizenship. 

205.12  The  case  files,  1891-94  (387  ft.),  which 
are  arranged  numerically  by  case  number,  1-10841, 
contain  petitions,  motions,  stipulations,  briefs,  deposi¬ 
tions,  reports  of  special  attorneys,  working  papers, 
and  related  documents  pertaining  to  the  Government’s 
defense  against  suits  brought  for  losses  sustained  as 
die  result  of  depredations.  To  illustrate  the  correla¬ 
tion  between  die  case  files  making  up  diis  series  and 
die  case  files  maintained  by  die  Court  of  Claims  (in 
RG  123),  die  contents  of  the  two  files  for  Indian- 
depredation  case  no.  7789,  brought  by  Christopher  C. 
David,  are  compared  below.  The  case  used  for  this 
comparison  was  selected  at  random. 

205.13  Case  7789,  Christopher  C.  David  v. 
United  States  and  Crow  Indians ,  covers  David’s 
claim  for  $710.00  for  three  mares,  two  colts,  one 
fairly  new  suit  of  clodies,  one  new  overcoat,  and  100 
pounds  of  butter  allegedly  taken  by  die  Crow  Indians. 
David,  55  years  old,  a  fanner  and  stockraiser,  lived 
near  Utica,  Fergus  County,  MT.  The  horses  were 
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taken  from  a  grain  field  and  the  clothing  and  butter 
from  his  dairy  house  between  10  and  11  p.m.  on 
October  12,  1886.  The  Section  case  file  includes  the 
following  items: 

1.  A  copy  of  the  petition  filed  July  9,  1892, 
listing  the  stolen  items. 

2.  A  statement  listing  the  stolen  property. 

3.  A  copy  of  die  report,  September  30,  1897, 
of  Special  Attorney  Lowell  Loughary,  from  Great 
Falls,  MT,  who  was  representing  the  Crow  tribe. 
The  report  discusses  die  testimony  establishing  the 
sequence  of  events,  the  value  of  the  stolen  property, 
the  available  proof  that  the  Indians  were  responsible 
for  the  theft,  and  die  depositions  of  the  claimant  and 
three  witnesses,  taken  at  Lewistown,  MT,  on 
September  22,  1897. 

4.  A  copy  of  the  depositions  given  by  David, 
Charles  Ferris,  Edward  W.  Pagel,  and  William  A. 
Shoules,  discussing  the  circumstances  of  the  depre¬ 
dation. 

5.  A  copy  of  the  Request  for  Findings  of  Fact, 
Abstract  of  Testimony,  Brief,  and  Table  of 
Testimony,  filed  January  20,  1898. 

6.  A  letter  of  November  22,  1907,  from 
Special  Attorney  John  Stansbury,  reporting  on  die 
status  of  the  case. 

205.14  The  file  maintained  by  die  Court  of 
Claims  for  Indian-depredation  case  no.  7789  contains 
duplicates  of  items  1,4,  and  5.  Documents  unique  to 
this  file  are  die  following: 

1.  Power  of  Attorney  form,  July  21,  1891, 
designating  John  Wedderburn  of  Washington,  DC,  as 
Christopher  C.  David’s  attorney,  and  filed  widi  die 
Examiner,  Bureau  of  Claims,  on  July  28,  1892. 

2.  The  Defendants’  Brief,  filed  June  10,  1899, 
which  contains  die  following:  "The  material  facts  of 
diis  depredation  seem  to  be  fairly  proven,  dierefore, 
widiout  admitting  or  denying  die  claim  we  submit 
the  same  to  the  court,  simply  drawing  die  court’s 
attention  to  the  question  of  die  value  of  die  stock.  It 
is  thought  that  $100  each  would  be  a  fair  market 
value  for  the  horses  alleged  to  have  been  taken. " 

3.  Motion  for  a  New  Trial,  filed  November 
30,  1900.  A  new  trial  was  requested  because  die 
"findings  and  judgment  of  the  Court  are  contrary  to 
the  law  and  die  evidence  in  diis  case,"  and  die  "Court 
erred  in  finding  that  die  evidence  was  insufficient  to 
establish  die  depredation  alleged  in  the  petition." 


4.  Order,  filed  January  31,  1910,  allowing 
claimant’s  motion  for  a  new  trial,  vacating  former 
findings  of  fact  and  conclusion  of  law  and  filing  new 
findings  of  fact  and  conclusion  of  law;  judgment  for 
claimant  in  sum  of  $525.00. 

5.  Findings  of  Fact  and  Conclusion  of  Law, 
filed  January  31,  1910.  David  was  granted  $525.00, 
out  of  which  $79.00  was  to  be  paid  to  the  attorneys. 

205.15  The  above  comparison  shows  that  for  case 
no.  7789,  at  least,  the  basic  documentation  about  the 
nature  and  circumstance  of  the  depredation  is  found 
in  both  files.  Unique  to  the  Court  of  Claims  file  are 
the  documents  charting  die  progress  of  die  case 
through  the  court,  but  one  key  piece  of  documenta¬ 
tion  essential  to  a  complete  history  of  the  claim  is 
missing  from  both  files:  none  of  the  documents 
indicates  when  the  first  trial  took  place.  Since  the 
case  files  constitute  the  only  series  of  Indian- 
depredation  records  in  Record  Group  123,  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  first  trial  has  to  be  sought  in  the 
records  of  the  Court  of  Claims  Section. 

205.16  A  partial  answer  is  found  in  the  dockets, 
Mar.  5,  1891-Sept.  21,  1917  (22  vols.,  4  ft.)  which 
provide  a  record  of  proceedings  held  and  papers  filed 
in  Indian-depredation  cases,  showing  number  of 
claim,  name  of  claimant,  and  name  of  counsel  for 
claimant,  and  listing  chronologically  all  proceedings 
and  their  dates.  Case  no.  10839,  filed  March  3, 
1894,  is  die  last  case  filed  widiin  die  3-year  limitation 
of  the  act  of  March  3,  1891.  Three  other  cases, 
however,  were  filed  under  subsequent  amendments  to 
the  act.  The  last  of  these  three,  case  no.  10842, 
covering  a  claim  against  the  Ute  Tribe,  was  filed 
after  the  deadline  had  passed  and  was  subsequently 
dismissed.  Entries  are  numerical  by  case  number, 
1-10842.  Text  of  the  docket  entry  for  case  no.  7789 
(vol.  16,  p.  290)  is  shown  on  the  following  page. 

205.17  Additional  information  about  case  no. 
7789  is  found  in  the  judgment  dockets,  Jan.  11, 
1892-Feb.  14,  1921  (11  vols.,  2  ft.),  which  record 
the  judgments  rendered  in  each  case  and  which  show 
die  name  and  residence  of  claimant,  number  of  case, 
amount  claimed,  place  of  depredation,  amount  found 
by  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  date  of  finding,  date  of 
submission  to  court,  amount  and  date  of  judgment, 
and  notations  of  certain  motions  and  actions  taken. 
Each  volume  contains  an  alphabetical  index  by  name 
of  claimant.  Entries  are  in  general  chronological  by 
date  of  judgment.  Among  die  February  1900  entries 
in  volume  3  is  one  for  Christopher  C.  David,  case 
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No.  7789 

Christopher  C.  David  A.L.  Hughes 

vs. 

The  Crow  Indians 

July  9,  1892 

Petition  filed. 

N  M  •• 

Power  of  Atty  to  Wedderbum  filed. 

Nov.  2,  1897 

Depositions  on  behalf  of  clmts  filed. 

Jan.  20,  1898 

Clmt’s  Request  for  Findings  of  Fact,  table  and  abstract  of  testimony  with  Brief  filed-- 
Defts  notified. 

June  9,  1899 

Defendant’s  Brief  filed—A.L.  Hughes  notified 

Jan’y  30,  1900 

Case  submitted  on  evidence  &  briefs. 

Feb’y  5,  1900 

Petition  dismissed. 

Nov.  30,  1900 

Clmt’s  motion  for  new  trial  filed. 

Jan.  26,  1910 

. argued  &  submitted. 

Jan.  31,  1910 

Order  allowing  clmt’s  mo.  new  trial,  vacating  former  jdgt.  and  entering  new  jdgt  for 
clmt  in  sum  of  $525;  fee  $79. 

no.  7789,  showing  that  his  case  was  dismissed  on 
February  5  for  insufficient  evidence.  Annotations  in 
the  "Remarks"  column  show  that  a  motion  for  a  new 
trial  was  filed  on  November  30,  1900,  and  that  die 
entry  covering  the  new  judgment  was  recorded  in 
volume  9  (p.  46). 

205.18  Entries  in  anodier  "docket,"  ca.  1887- 
1903  (2  vols.,  2  in.),  give  die  number  of  die  claim, 
name  of  claimant,  name  of  attorney  for  claimant,  and 
memorandums  relating  to  nonappearances  of  wit¬ 
nesses,  failure  to  respond  to  notices,  nonprosecution 
of  claims,  lack  of  evidence,  refusal  to  testify,  and 
other  miscellaneous  information.  Both  volumes  con¬ 
tain  indexes  by  name  of  claimant.  Docket  entries  are 
in  no  apparent  order. 

205.19  Indexes  provide  access  to  die  case  files. 
A  printed  index  to  claimants  and  tribes,  Mar.  5, 
1891-Mar.  17,  1894  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  contains  a  gener¬ 
al  alphabetical  index  to  names  of  claimants  and 
claimants’  representatives,  indicating  die  related  case 
number,  and  an  alphabetical  index  to  names  of  Indian 
tribes  committing  the  depredations,  listing  in  nu¬ 
merical  order  die  related  case  numbers.  The  tribes, 
bands,  and  other  groups  involved  in  die  claims  are 
listed  in  Table  -  205.19  accompanying  diis  chapter. 
The  claimant  index  is  in  two  parts:  (1)  a  main  index 
to  names  of  claimants  in  cases  1-7700  (Mar.  5, 
1891 -June  21,  1892);  and  (2)  a  supplemental  index  to 
names  of  claimants  in  cases  7701-10841  (June  21, 


1892-Mar.  17,  1894).  Christopher  David’s  name 
appears  in  the  supplemental  index,  which  shows  that 
he  also  filed  a  claim  against  the  Piegan  Indians  for 
stolen  horses,  case  no.  7790.  An  examination  of  the 
records  previously  discussed  shows  diat  diis  case  was 
dismissed  because  David  failed  to  pursue  it. 

205.20  An  index  to  Indian  tribes,  1891-94  (3 
ft.),  compiled  on  8-  by  3  1/2-inch  cards,  is  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  tribe  or  combined  tribes 
and  diereunder  numerically  by  case  number;  a  few 
cards  for  depredations  committed  by  unidentified 
("unknown")  tribes  are  arranged  numerically  by  case 
number.  The  card  entries  provide  for  the  name  of 
the  claimant,  address,  case  number,  name  of  claim¬ 
ant’s  attorney,  date  and  place  of  depredation,  name  of 
Indian  tribe,  amount  claimed,  and  final  disposition  of 
case,  although  information  under  the  latter  heading  is 
seldom  given.  That  section  is  blank  on  die  card  for 
Crow  case  no.  7789.  Among  the  cards  are  four  en¬ 
tries  for  "Southern  Refugee  Indians"  covering  claims 
(case  nos.  8858,  9259,  9832,  and  10024)  for  property 
destroyed  or  taken  in  Kansas  during  the  Civil  War. 

205.21  In  addition  to  die  case  files  and  the 
related  control  records,  die  records  relating  to  Indian- 
depredation  cases  include  considerable  corre¬ 
spondence.  Typed  copies  of  letters  sent,  Apr.  6, 
1891-Dec.  29,  1913  (41  vols.,  8  ft.),  by  the  Assistant 
Attorney  General  in  charge  of  Indian-depredation 
matters  to  U.S.  attorneys,  claimants’  attorneys,  heads 
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of  Government  agencies,  and  special  agents  appointed 
to  appear  on  behalf  of  the  Government  relate  to  the 
taking  of  depositions,  the  conduct  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  investigation  of  claims,  the  priority  of  "Prefer¬ 
red"  claims  (those  that  had  been  examined,  approved, 
and  allowed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior),  rules  of 
the  court  for  the  taking  of  testimony  and  regarding 
the  nonadmissibility  of  ex  parte  affidavits,  and  special 
consideration  given  those  cases  when  witnesses  were 
aged  and  infirm.  Each  volume  contains  an  index  by 
name  of  correspondent.  The  letters  within  each 
volume  are  arranged  chronologically,  as  are  those  in 
the  volumes  of  press  copies  of  letters  sent,  Mar.  20, 
1891-Mar.  7,  1912  (48  vols.,  5  ft.).  The  press 
copies  duplicate  the  typed  copies  for  the  most  part, 
but  these  volumes  do  include  a  few  letters  that  are  not 
found  in  the  typewritten  series.  Each  press  copy 
volume  contains  an  index  by  name  of  addressee. 

205.22  The  records  also  include  letters  received, 
1891-1915  (12  ft.),  by  the  Assistant  Attorney  General 
in  charge  of  Indian-depredation  matters  from 
claimants’  attorneys,  special  attorneys  in  the  field, 
and  Government  officials,  relating  to  the  status  of 
cases  before  the  court,  the  taking  of  testimony, 
evidence  touching  on  the  citizenship  of  the  claimant, 
die  jurisdictional  question  of  die  amity  of  a  tribe  widi 
the  United  States  at  die  time  of  the  depredation,  and 
rules  of  practice  and  procedure  before  die  court. 
These  letters  are  arranged  in  two  segments:  (1) 
chronologically,  for  die  period  1891-93,  and  (2) 
alphabetically  by  name  of  correspondent  and  there¬ 
under  chronologically  for  periods  varying  from  1  to 
8  years,  for  the  period  1892-1915.  No  indexes  exist 
for  diese  letters,  but  since  most  letters  sent  are 
responses  to  incoming  letters,  the  indexes  in  die 
volumes  of  letters  sent  help  to  access  the  chrono¬ 
logical  segment  of  die  letters  received. 

GENERAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  RECORDS 

205.23  Letters  concerning  suits  brought  not  only 
under  die  general  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Claims 
but  also  under  the  congressional  and  departmental 
jurisdictions,  and  under  die  laws  pertaining  to  Indian- 
depredation  claims,  are  among  die  letters  received, 
1888-1914  (12  ft.),  by  die  Assistant  Attorney  General 
in  charge  of  claims  matters.  The  letters  are  arranged 
in  chronological  segments  varying  from  a  few  mondis 
to  a  few  years,  with  some  overlapping,  and  widiin 
each  chronological  segment,  alphabetically  by  die 


first  letter  of  the  writer’s  surname.  The  letters  are 
chiefly  from  Department  of  Justice  attorneys  in  the 
field  and  counsel  for  claimants,  with  occasional 
letters  from  claimants  and  private  individuals  writing 
on  behalf  of  claimants;  local  attorneys;  expert  wit¬ 
nesses;  Congressmen;  and  heads  of  Government 
agencies.  Subjects  discussed  include  the  filing  of 
petitions;  investigations  and  the  gathering  of  evi¬ 
dence;  the  taking  of  depositions;  requests  for  access 
to  records;  the  preparation  of  motions,  briefs,  and 
other  pleadings;  die  propriety  of  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court;  proposed  settlements;  and  general 
discussions  of  cases  pending  before  the  Court  of 
Claims  and  the  district  courts  sitting  as  courts  of 
claims.  Administrative  matters  such  as  the  submis¬ 
sion  of  weekly  reports  and  service  and  expense 
accounts  of  special  attorneys  in  the  field  are  also 
covered. 

205.24  The  replies  of  the  Assistant  Attorney 
General  in  charge  of  claims  matters  to  the  letters 
received  form  the  majority  of  the  fair  and  typewritten 
copies  of  letters  sent,  1872-1914  (82  vols.,  18  ft.). 
The  volumes  are  numbered  1-11  (1872-89)  and  1-76 
(1890-1914),  with  volumes  3-5,  8,  and  10  missing 
from  die  second  segment.  The  letters  are  arranged 
chronologically  widiin  each  volume,  and  each  volume 
contains  an  index  by  name  of  addressee.  An  example 
of  the  kind  of  guidance  provided  to  attorneys  in  die 
field  is  an  1884  letter  to  J.  Guilford  concerning 
subjects  to  be  covered  in  interviews  he  was  to 
conduct  during  a  trip  to  die  Dakota  Territory.  The 
expenses  incurred  during  his  trip  are  enumerated  in 
the  epigraph  to  diis  chapter.  Many  of  the  letters, 
including  the  one  to  Guilford,  are  duplicated  in  press 
copies  of  letters  sent,  1868-1912  (116  vols.,  12  ft.). 

205.25  Letters  sent:  "Court  of  Claims  and 
Miscellaneous,"  Mar.  2,  1892-Feb.  28,  1893  (2 
vols.,  5  in.),  by  die  Assistant  Attorney  General  in 
charge  of  claims  matters,  relate  to  die  defense  of 
cases  pending  in  die  Court  of  Claims  in  general, 
congressional,  and  departmental  jurisdictions,  and  to 
miscellaneous  administrative  matters.  These  chrono¬ 
logically  arranged  copies  of  typewritten  letters  ad¬ 
dressed  to  attorneys  in  die  field,  counsel  for 
claimants,  U.S.  attorneys,  Congressmen,  heads  of 
Government  departments,  claimants,  and  odiers 
include  a  few  letters  from  die  Attorney  General  and 
die  Acting  Attorney  General. 

205.26  Miscellaneous  letters  received,  Mar.  7, 
1860-Apr.  11,  1883  (1  vol.,  4  in.),  consist  of 
chronologically  arranged  letters  to  the  Solicitor  of  die 
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Court  of  Claims,  the  Attorney  General,  and  the 
Assistant  Attorney  General  in  charge  of  claims 
matters,  from  special  attorneys  in  the  field,  U.S. 
attorneys,  counsel  for  claimants,  and  officials  of 
Government  agencies.  The  letters  concern  such  mis¬ 
cellaneous  matters  as  the  interpretation  of  congres¬ 
sional  resolutions,  the  transmittal  of  records  from 
Government  departments,  papers  sent  to  field 
attorneys  for  use  in  the  taking  of  testimony  relative  to 
cases  pending  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  the  sub¬ 
mission  of  names  of  persons  qualified  to  represent  the 
Government  in  the  taking  of  depositions.  The  volume 
contains  an  index  by  name  of  writer.  Each  volume  of 
the  chronologically  arranged  miscellaneous  letters 
sent,  July  9,  1889-Aug.  26,  1892  (4  vols.,  5  in.), 
contains  an  index  by  name  of  addressee.  These  press 
copies  of  letters  from  the  Assistant  Attorney  General 
in  charge  of  claims  matters  to  special  attorneys,  U.S. 
attorneys,  counsels  for  claimants,  officials  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  others  relate  to  cases  pending  in  which 
depositions  were  to  be  taken,  to  requests  for  the 
submission  of  accounts  for  services  rendered  in 
representing  the  Government  in  the  taking  of  these 
depositions,  to  acknowledgments  of  records  received 
concerning  appointments,  and  to  other  matters 
involving  the  defense  of  suits  in  the  Court  of  Claims. 

205.27  Press  copies  of  letters  sent  relating  to 
Civil  War  extra-pay  cases,  Oct.  10,  1906-Sept.  21, 
1907  (4  vols.,  5  in.),  concern  requests  for  informa¬ 
tion  from  the  Secretary  of  Treasury  and  other  depart¬ 
ment  heads  for  use  in  the  defense  of  claims  of  certain 
officers  of  the  volunteer  services  for  extra  pay  and 
allowances  due  them  for  service  in  the  Union  Army 
during  the  Civil  War.  A  few  of  the  letters  pertain  to 
those  officers  who  served  with  units  that  were 
stationed  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  The  letters 
within  each  volume  are  arranged  chronologically. 

205.28  The  work  of  the  special  attorneys  in  the 
field  is  documented  by  weekly  reports  of  special 
attorneys,  Dec.  1899-Mar.  1905  (10  in.),  which 
relate  to  the  taking  of  testimony,  the  progress  of 
investigations  in  cases  assigned  to  them,  difficulties 
encountered  in  locating  witnesses,  other  delays  in 
investigations,  and  expenses  incurred  in  the  conduct 
of  official  business.  The  majority  of  the  cases  that 
were  investigated  by  these  special  attorneys  came 
under  the  congressional  jurisdiction  and  involved 
Civil  War  claims  in  which  the  question  of  the  claim¬ 
ant’s  loyalty  was  a  factor  in  recovery.  The  reports 
are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  attorney,  and 
thereunder  chronologically.  Those  submitted  by  John 


C.  Daugherty  detail  his  activities  in  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana. 

205.29  The  price  of  public  lands  within  the  limits 
of  a  railroad  land  grant  and  the  right  of  recovery  of 
an  alleged  overcharge  for  lands  entered  under  the 
Desert-Land  Act  are  discussed  in  one  of  the  printed 
briefs  by  George  H.  Gorman,  1893-96  (1  vol.,  2 
in.),  an  assistant  attorney  in  the  Department  of 
Justice.  Other  briefs  prepared  by  Gorman  for  cases 
before  the  Court  of  Claims  and  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  concern  the  disposition  of  lands  granted  to  the 
Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad  and  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railway  Company;  compensation  for  services  by 
officials  at  the  land  office  in  Oklahoma  City,  OK;  an 
abandoned  desert-land  claim  in  Utah;  and  George  C. 
Foster’s  claim  for  the  refund  of  certain  money  paid  to 
the  General  Land  Office  (general-jurisdiction  case  no. 
18108).  Included  in  the  brief  for  the  Foster  case  is  a 
legislative  history  of  the  act  of  June  16,  1880  (21 
Stat.  287),  "for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  public 
lands  and  to  provide  for  the  repayment  of  certain 
fees,  purchase  money  and  commissions  paid  on  void 
entries  of  public  lands. " 

205.30  Arthur  J.  McCabe,  an  attorney  of  the 
Justice  Department  for  defense  of  suits  in  the  Court 
of  Claims,  recorded  the  proceedings  held  and  the 
papers  filed  in  cases  assigned  to  him  in  a  docket, 
1885-1914  (1  vol.,  1  in.).  The  entries  show  the  name 
of  the  claimant,  the  case  number,  the  name  of  counsel 
for  the  claimant,  and  the  act  under  which  the  petition 
was  filed,  and  list  chronologically  all  proceedings  and 
their  dates.  One  of  the  claims  was  filed  by  Trustees 
of  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  Orleans, 
LA  (congressional-jurisdiction  case  no.  12414). 

205.31  A  volume  entitled  "Notices  of  Cases  in 
the  Court  of  Claims,"  1880-1915  (1  vol.,  2  in.), 
contains  several  enumerations,  including  two  that 
family  historians  researching  westerners  who  served 
in  the  Spanish-American  and  Philippine  wars  may 
find  of  particular  interest.  Found  in  this  volume  are 
the  following: 

1.  A  list  of  general-,  congressional-,  and 
departmental-jurisdiction,  District  of  Columbia,  and 
French-spoiladon  cases,  Dec.  17,  1880-Mar.  3, 1889, 
giving  case  number,  name  of  claimant,  date  case  was 
noted  for  trial,  and,  in  many  instances,  dates  of  briefs 
and  requests  therefor  (pp.  1-59).  Entries  are  arrang¬ 
ed  chronologically  by  date  noted  for  trial;  an  index  by 
name  of  claimant  is  found  at  the  beginning  of  the 
volume. 
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2.  Three  separate  lists  (p.  60;  pp.  62-80;  pp. 
83-149)  providing  additional  information  about 
congressional-jurisdiction  cases.  The  first  list  is  un¬ 
dated;  the  second  covers  the  period  Nov.  25,  1890- 
July  18,  1893;  and  the  third,  the  years  1890-1902. 

3.  A  judgment  index  of  Spanish  war  claims, 
Dec.  21,  1903-May  10,  1915,  concerning  extra  pay 
for  Spanish-American  War  volunteers,  giving  the 
number  of  the  claim,  name  of  claimant,  date  case  was 
decided,  amount  claimed,  and  amount  awarded  or 
other  action  (pp.  151-280).  Entries  are  arranged 
chronologically  by  date  of  decision. 

4.  A  judgment  index  of  Philippine  war  claims 
concerning  extra  pay  for  Philippine  war  volunteers, 
giving  number  of  case,  name  of  claimant,  date  of 
decision,  amount  claimed,  and  amount  awarded  or 
other  action  (pp.  298-338).  Entries  are  arranged 
chronologically  by  date  of  decision. 

205.32  State  identifiers  are  found  in  a  printed, 
consolidated  index,  1871-80  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  of  claims 
reported  by  the  Commissioner  of  Claims  to  die  House 
of  Representatives,  although  die  entries  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  claimant.  In  addition  to 
the  claimant’s  name  and  State  of  residence,  entries 
give  the  nature  of  the  claim,  its  identification  num¬ 
ber,  and  the  year  it  was  filed;  the  amount  claimed, 
allowed,  or  disallowed;  and  information  as  to  whether 
the  claim  was  barred,  withdrawn,  or  dismissed.  The 
entries  are  listed  alphabetically  by  surname  of  claim¬ 
ant,  and  names  of  some  residents  of  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana  are  among  diem.  The  list  was  compiled 
under  the  supervision  of  die  Clerk  to  Prepare  Digest 
of  Claims,  Court  of  Claims,  and  the  File  Clerk  of  die 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives. 

205.33  Entries  in  index  of  cases  decided,  1883- 
1920  (2  vols.,  3  in.),  are  arranged  chronologically  by 
the  date  of  decision.  This  list  of  congressional-  and 
departmental-jurisdiction  cases  decided  by  the  Court 
of  Claims  shows  the  case  number,  type  of  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  name  of  claimant,  nature  and  amount  of  claim, 
date  of  decision,  and  in  some  instances,  referrals  to 
a  committee  or  House  of  Congress  and  disposition  of 
case.  General-jurisdiction  cases  decided  by  die  Court 
of  Claims  are  listed  in  a  judgment  index,  Dec.  14, 
1885-June  14,  1917  (2  vols.,  5  in.),  that  shows  die 
number  of  the  case,  name  of  claimant,  date  of  judg¬ 
ment,  for  whom  die  judgment  was  rendered,  amounts 
claimed  and  awarded,  nature  of  claim,  name  of  Gov¬ 
ernment’s  attorney,  name  of  department  notified,  date 
case  was  appealed,  date  transcript  was  received,  date 


transcript  was  filed  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  in 
some  instances,  disposition  of  case.  The  entries  are 
arranged  chronologically  by  date  of  judgment. 

GENERAL-JURISDICTION  CASE  RECORDS 

205.34  General-jurisdiction  cases  cover  a  variety 
of  subjects.  A  great  many  concern  violations  of  con¬ 
tracts,  infringement  of  patents,  overassessment  of 
taxes  and  other  tax  claims,  violations  of  Indian 
treaties,  losses  claimed  by  disbursing  officers,  unlaw¬ 
ful  imprisonment,  and  property  taken  in  violation  of 
article  V  of  the  Constitution.  Early  cases  involved 
turnpikes,  the  Cumberland  Road,  canals,  and  stage¬ 
coach  companies  carrying  the  mails.  Many  of  the 
early  claims  arose  out  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  the 
War  of  1812,  and  the  Mexican  War.  A  large  number 
of  cases  concern  property  abandoned  or  captured 
during  the  Civil  War,  seizures  of  property  at  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  Civil  War,  and  pay  and  allowances  of 
enlisted  men  and  officers  serving  in  certain  capacities 
during  the  Civil  and  Spanish-American  Wars.  Later 
cases  concern  such  matters  as  land-entry  overcharges, 
damages  to  riparian  rights,  rebate  of  internal -revenue 
duties  upon  alcohol  in  compounds  used  for  arts  and 
medicinal  purposes,  deficits  in  sugar-bounty  appro¬ 
priations,  and  claims  arising  through  the  activities  of 
the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Reclamation. 

205.35  A  large  number  of  claims  are  known  as 
class  cases  and  are  filed  under  one  docket  number  for 
each  type  of  case,  the  petition  of  each  claimant  being 
filed  under  a  separate  subnumber.  Among  the  class 
claims  are  those  concerning  reimbursement  of  railway 
postal  clerks  for  travel  expenses,  overtime  pay  for 
Government  employees  under  the  8-hour  law,  and 
pay  and  allowances  for  certain  officers  and  enlisted 
men  serving  in  the  Civil  War  and  the  Spanish- 
American  War. 

205.36  Case  files,  1855-1945  (1,330  ft.),  contain 
correspondence  and  memorandums,  petitions,  briefs, 
stipulations,  transcripts  of  testimony,  judicial  orders, 
findings  and  opinions  of  the  Court  of  Claims,  and 
evidentiary  materials  such  as  blueprints  and  drawings, 
patents,  contracts,  photostats  of  income-tax  returns, 
financial  statements,  and  reports  of  Government 
departments.  Material  in  the  early  cases  is  scant, 
sometimes  consisting  of  only  one  document;  for  many 
case  numbers  there  is  no  material.  In  the  earlier 
cases  concerning  Revolutionary  War  and  War  of  1812 
claims,  papers  in  evidence  may  antedate  the  filing  of 
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the  petition  by  several  decades.  The  cases  are 
arranged  numerically  by  case  number,  140-34758, 
A 1 -M44 1 ,  and  4181 8-46467 .  Also  arranged  numer¬ 
ically  by  case  number,  6099-46118,  with  some  gaps, 
are  oversize  enclosures  relating  to  the  case  files, 
1886-1944  (36  ft.),  which  are  large  maps,  blueprints, 
engineering  drawings,  photographs,  graphs  and 
charts,  tables,  statistical  reports,  financial  statements, 
contracts,  patents,  and  other  exhibit  materials  used  by 
both  the  plaintiffs  and  defendants  for  evidentiary 
purposes  in  cases  pending  in  the  Court  of  Claims. 
The  series  includes  a  small  amount  of  correspondence 
as  well. 

205.37  The  primary  means  of  access  to  the  case 
files  is  through  the  dockets,  1855-1914  (42  vols.,  9 
ft.),  which  contain  indexes  by  name  of  claimant. 
Index  entries  in  the  last  few  volumes  are  often  incom¬ 
plete  and  carry  the  notation  "Transferred  to  Cards," 
a  reference  to  docket  cards,  1903-38  (50  ft.). 
Entries  in  the  docket  volumes  are  arranged  numeric¬ 
ally  by  case  number,  1-32857;  the  5-  by  8-inch 
docket  cards  are  arranged  numerically  by  case 
number,  23163-43999,  with  the  earlier  cards  over¬ 
lapping  the  entries  in  the  last  few  docket  volumes. 
The  content  of  the  entries  in  both  the  volumes  and  the 
cards  is  generally  the  same,  showing  the  case  num¬ 
ber,  name  of  claimant,  amount  and  nature  of  claim, 
and  name  of  claimants’s  attorney,  and  listing  chrono¬ 
logically  all  proceedings  and  their  dates.  The  cards 
also  include  the  name  of  the  Government’s  attorney. 
Also  available  for  a  relatively  small  chronological 
segment  of  the  case  files  is  a  card  index,  ca.  1908-31 
(8  ft.),  which  is  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
claimant.  Compiled  on  4-  by  6-inch  cards,  the 
entries  show  the  case  number,  name  of  the  claimant, 
amount  and  nature  of  claim,  and  nature  and  dates  of 
the  proceedings. 

205.38  Supplemental  dockets  were  maintained  for 
particular  types  of  cases.  For  example,  dockets  for 
cases  relating  to  officers’  pay  and  allowance,  Jan. 
17,  1903-Feb.  18,  1915  (4  vols.,  1  ft.),  record  pro¬ 
ceedings  held  and  papers  filed  in  cases  arising  out  of 
claims  of  certain  officers  of  the  volunteer  services  for 
extra  pay  and  allowances  alleged  to  be  due  them  for 
serving  as  officers  of  the  Union  Army  during  the 
Civil  War.  Entries  show  the  case  number  and  sub- 
number,  name  of  claimant,  amount  claimed,  and 
name  of  claimant’s  attorney,  and  list  chronologically 
certain  proceedings  and  their  dates.  Complete  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  these  cases  are  entered  in  the  primary 
series  of  dockets  (205.37)  under  general -jurisdiction 


case  no.  23163;  cases  with  subnumbers  6360-6552 
are  also  docketed  on  the  docket  card  for  case  23163. 

205.39  Proceedings  held  and  papers  filed  in 
claims  arising  from  the  seizure  of  cotton  during  the 
Civil  War  are  recorded  in  dockets  for  cotton  cases, 
1868-90  (3  vols.,  4  in.).  The  entries  show  the  case 
number,  name  of  claimant,  and  name  of  counsel  for 
each  claimant,  and  list  chronologically  the  proceed¬ 
ings  and  their  dates.  Each  volume  contains  an  index 
by  name  of  claimant.  No  geographic  identifiers  are 
given,  but  some  of  the  letters  sent  relating  to  cotton 
cases,  Aug.  31,  1870-Dec.  14,  1875  (3  vols.,  4  in.), 
by  die  Assistant  Attorney  General  in  charge  of  claims 
matters  are  addressed  to  attorneys  and  other  parties 
located  in  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri.  The 
letters  within  each  volume  are  arranged  chronolog¬ 
ically,  and  each  volume  contains  an  index  by  name  of 
addressee.  Letters  concerning  cotton  claims  filed 
after  December  14,  1875,  are  in  volumes  15-30  of 
the  main  series  of  letters  sent  (205.24). 

205.40  Cases  pending  under  the  act  of  March  12, 
1863,  concerning  property  abandoned  or  captured 
during  die  Civil  War  are  the  subject  of  die  letters 
sent  by  Robert  S.  Hale,  Nov.  9,  1868-July  30,  1870 
(1 1  vols.,  1  ft.).  Hale  was  Special  Counsel,  Treasury 
Department,  for  Defense  of  Suits  in  the  Court  of 
Claims,  and  his  letters  are  directed  to  the  Attorney 
General,  the  Assistant  Attorney  General,  U.S. 
attorneys,  private  attorneys,  and  judges  and  clerks  of 
various  courts.  Some  of  the  addressees  were  located 
in  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Texas.  A  few  letters, 
dated  from  July  9  to  July  30,  1870,  were  sent  by 
O.S.  Lovett,  who  was  "in  Charge  of  Captured  or 
Abandoned  Property  Defences."  The  letters  within 
each  volume  are  arranged  chronologically,  and  each 
volume  contains  an  index  by  name  of  addressee. 
Included  with  die  records  are  some  applications  for 
appeals  to  the  Supreme  Court,  1870  (1/8  in.),  filed 
on  May  20,  1870,  by  defendants  who  were  unhappy 
widi  die  judgments  rendered  by  die  Court  of  Claims 
during  December  1869.  The  applications  are  arrang¬ 
ed  numerically  by  case  number.  For  some  reports  on 
investigations  of  overtime  claims,  see  205.57. 

205.41  Supplemental  dockets  for  letter  carrier 
cases,  1891-1900  (4  vols.,  6  in.),  were  set  up  to 
record  cases  arising  from  claims  for  overtime  pay 
following  an  act  of  Congress  approved  May  24, 
1888,  to  limit  letter  carriers  in  cities  to  an  8-hour 
workday.  Entries  in  the  dockets  are  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically  by  State,  thereunder  alphabetically  by  city, 
and  thereunder  in  general  numerical  order  by  case 
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number.  The  entries  give  the  general-jurisdiction 
case  number,  names  of  the  claimants  filing  petitions 
under  that  number,  subnumber,  name  of  counsel  for 
claimant,  date  the  claim  was  filed,  amount  claimed, 
amount  and  date  of  judgment,  and  in  certain  cases,  a 
notation  of  amendments  and  their  dates.  Complete 
listings  of  proceedings  are  entered  in  the  main  docket 
series  (205.37).  The  following  States  are  represented 
in  these  volumes:  Arkansas,  California,  Colorado, 
Iowa,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Minnesota,  Missouri, 
Montana,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  Oregon,  South 
Dakota,  Texas,  Utah,  Washington,  and  Wyoming.  A 
judgment  record  for  letter  carrier  cases,  Mar.  10, 
1892-Feb.  18,  1901  (2  vols.,  4  in.),  lists  cases 
decided  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  showing  the  amounts 
claimed  and  awarded  and  the  date  of  judgment.  The 
entries  also  give  the  general-jurisdiction  case  number, 
names  of  the  claimants  filing  petitions  under  that 
number,  and  the  post  office  (city  and  State).  Entries 
are  chronological  by  date  of  judgment. 

205.42  Substitute  letter  carriers  also  filed  claims 
for  overtime  pay  under  the  8-hour  law,  and  these 
claims  are  recorded  in  dockets  for  cases  of 
substitute  letter  carriers,  Apr.  1906-Aug.  1907  (2 
vols.,  5  in.).  The  entries,  which  are  arranged  numer¬ 
ically  by  case  number  and  thereunder  by  subnumber, 
give  the  general -jurisdiction  case  number,  subnumber, 
names  of  claimants  filing  petitions  under  the  general- 
jurisdiction  number,  name  of  post  office  (city  and 
State)  where  the  claim  arose,  name  of  counsel  for  the 
claimant,  date  the  claim  was  granted,  and  the  amount. 
Some  entries  are  annotated  to  show  amendments  to 
petitions  and  the  disposition  of  cases.  Complete 
listings  of  proceedings  in  these  cases  are  recorded  in 
the  main  series  of  dockets  (205.37).  Claims  were 
filed  by  carriers  in  die  following  States:  Arkansas, 
California,  Colorado,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Louisiana, 
Minnesota,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  Oregon,  and  Texas. 

CONGRESSIONAL-JURISDICTION 
CASE  RECORDS 

205.43  The  majority  of  congressional-jurisdiction 
cases  concern  the  taking  of  stores  and  supplies  by 
Union  forces  during  die  Civil  War,  but  some  cases 
involve  claims  for  payment  for  services  rendered  in 
civilian  and  military  capacities,  and  others  are 
miscellaneous  suits  for  relief  diat  were  transmitted  to 
the  court  by  Congress.  An  act  of  1891  remanded 
certain  congressional  reference  cases  to  die  court  for 


further  investigation  and  new  trial,  requiring  the 
Attorney  General  to  certify  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  that  all  sources  of  evidence  had  been 
checked  or  that  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  had  been 
denied  before  payment  of  any  claim  previously 
decided  favorable  to  the  claimant  could  be  made  by 
the  Treasury.  An  act  of  March  4,  1915,  considerably 
reduced  the  number  of  cases  by  canceling  a  large 
number  of  vague  and  long-standing  claims  arising  out 
of  the  Civil  War. 

205.44  The  congressional-jurisdiction  case  files, 
1884-1944  (133  ft.),  arranged  numerically  by  case 
number,  8-17847,  contain  correspondence,  memoran¬ 
dums,  pleadings,  court  orders,  evidentiary  materials, 
and  related  papers  documenting  the  progress  of  cases 
and  in  particular  the  Government’s  defense  against 
suits  referred  to  the  court  by  Congress.  The  evident¬ 
iary  materials  include  ledgers,  contracts,  charts  and 
drawings,  accountants’  reports,  and  reports  of  the 
General  Accounting  Office,  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  the  War  Department.  Some  of  the  cases  include 
depositions  of  witnesses  and  reports  based  on  evi¬ 
dence  in  Confederate  records  seized  by  Union  forces, 
relating  to  the  loyalty  of  claimants.  Some  letters 
sent  that  relate  to  the  taking  of  depositions,  Jan. 
28,  1891-Sept.  19,  1891  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  are  to  attor¬ 
neys  in  Colorado,  Louisiana,  Missouri,  and  Texas. 

205.45  Remanded  case  files,  1891  (1  ft.), 
consist  mainly  of  reports  from  the  Treasury  and  War 
Departments  based  on  materials  in  Confederate 
archives  relating  to  the  loyalty  of  claimants  in  cases 
diat  were  remanded  to  die  court  for  further  investi¬ 
gation  and  a  new  trial  where  die  evidence  justified 
such  a  course.  Remanded  cases  were  assigned  new 
case  numbers,  and  die  case  files  are  arranged  numer¬ 
ically  by  remanded  case  numbers,  4-286.  A  report 
of  remanded  cases,  1891  (3  in.),  lists  cases  assigned 
to  various  assistant  attorneys  for  reexamination; 
entries  are  numerical  by  remanded  case  number. 

205.46  Dockets,  1884-1914  (38  vols.,  9  ft.),  can 
be  used  to  access  the  case  files.  Volumes  1-33  con¬ 
tain  indexes  by  name  of  claimant,  and  the  docket 
entries  are  numerical  by  case  nmnber,  1-16757. 
Cases  remanded  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1891, 
carry  the  remanded  case  number  in  red  following  die 
congressional  case  nmnber.  Beginning  in  1914,  die 
cases  were  recorded  on  5-  by  8-inch  docket  cards, 
1914-40  (7  ft.),  which  are  arranged  numerically  by 
case  number,  16758-17759.  Remanded  cases  1-287 
and  their  proceedings  are  recorded  in  general  docket 
for  remanded  cases,  1886-91  (1  vol.,  3  in.). 
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205.47  The  docket  entries  generally  show  case 
number,  date  petition  was  filed,  name  of  claimant, 
amount  and  nature  of  claim,  and  name  of  counsel  for 
claimant,  and  list  chronologically  all  proceedings  and 
their  dates.  In  the  case  of  Civil  War  claims,  the 
proceedings  generally  provide  information  on  docu¬ 
ments  verifying  loyalty  oaths.  In  most  instances  the 
name  of  the  Government’s  attorney  handling  the  case 
is  given.  Volume  1  of  the  38  docket  volumes  con¬ 
tains  an  entry  for  the  case  referred  to  in  the  epigraph 
for  this  chapter.  Edward  B.  Spalding  and  Daniel  F. 
Hedges,  the  heirs  of  Charles  E.  Hedges,  claimed 
$11,329.00  as  "Compensation  alleged  to  be  due  for 
certain  provisions  furnished  the  Yankton  Sioux 
Indians  in  the  winter  of  1866  &  1867  by  the  request 
and  order  of  the  Indian  agent,  &c."  The  list  of 
proceedings  covers  June  11,  1884  to  December  17, 
1890,  and  contains  five  entries  for  transactions  with 
J.  Guilford  as  well  as  several  noting  exchanges  of 
information  with  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  On 
May  16,  1887,  the  findings  in  the  case  were  filed  by 
the  Court;  a  copy  was  ordered  sent  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims  of  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives.  On 
December  17,  1890,  the  findings  were  certified  to 
Congress.  As  another  example,  docket  volume  25 
contains  an  entry  for  case  no.  12414,  covering  the 
claim  of  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church  of  New 
Orleans,  LA,  for  $3,000.00  for  the  "use  &  occupa¬ 
tion  of  church  building  from  Sept.  27,  1863,  to  Nov. 
27,  1865."  The  case  finally  was  dismissed  for  want 
of  jurisdiction  under  the  1915  act  canceling  certain 
types  of  Civil  War  claims.  A  cursory  examination  of 
the  dockets  shows  that  claims  were  submitted  by 
residents  of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and 
Missouri. 

205.48  A  partial  alphabetical  index,  1891-1903 
(1  vol.,  1  in.),  to  claimants  in  congressional  cases 
8503-11246  shows  the  name  of  claimant  and  related 
case  number.  Inserted  at  the  end  of  the  volume  is  a 
list  of  congressional-jurisdiction  cases  referred  to  the 
Court  of  Claims  by  the  House  Committee  on  War 
Claims  under  an  act  of  March  3,  1883,  giving  case 
numbers,  10611  through  10841,  with  names  of 
claimants.  Index  entries  are  alphabetical  by  name  of 
claimant;  the  appended  list  is  numerical  by  case 
number.  An  alphabetical  index  by  name  of  claimant, 
covering  cases  1-15946,  is  contained  in  a  record 
book,  Mar.  3,  1884-July  3,  1912  (1  vol.,  3  in.). 
The  entries,  recorded  numerically  by  case  number, 
give  the  name  of  claimant,  date  petition  was  filed, 
subject  and  amount  of  claim,  name  and  address  of 


claimant’s  attorney,  name  of  the  Government’s 
attorney  and  disposition  of  the  case. 

DEPARTMENTAL-JURISDICTION 
CASE  RECORDS 

205.49  Departmental  cases,  the  least  numerous  of 
those  arising  under  statutes  giving  permanent 
jurisdiction  to  the  court,  consist  of  general  cases 
relating  mainly  to  the  settlement  of  accounts  for 
services  and  materials  where  the  amount  due  was  in 
controversy,  and  to  naval-bounty  cases  arising  from 
the  Spanish-American  War.  The  latter,  which  were 
claims  for  bounty  for  the  destruction  of  enemy 
vessels,  involved  controverted  questions  of  fact  and 
law  and  were  referred  to  the  court  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  under  terms  of  the  Bowman  and  Tucker 
Acts. 

205.50  The  case  files,  1883-1943  (4  ft.),  are 
arranged  numerically  by  case  number,  2-176,  and 
contain  correspondence,  memorandums,  pleadings, 
briefs,  transcripts  of  testimony,  reports  of  investiga¬ 
tions  by  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  and  by 
the  Inspector  General,  and  evidentiary  materials 
relating  to  the  defense  of  suits  against  the  Federal 
Government  in  the  Court  of  Claims.  Many  early 
claims  involve  members  of  Indian  tribes.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  a  brief  in  case  no.  73,  filed  by  C.S.  Kinkade, 
administrator  of  Lewis  Keel,  deceased,  lists  25 
departmental  claims  based  upon  provisions  of  article 
14  of  the  treaty  of  June  22,  1855,  concluded  between 
the  United  Sates  and  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw 
tribes,  as  reaffirmed  by  articles  10  and  45  of  the 
treaty  of  April  28,  1866,  between  the  same  parties. 
Case  nos.  99  and  145  are  two  of  several  cases  similar 
to,  but  not  enumerated  in,  case  no.  73  that  relate  to 
claims  for  horses  stolen  from  Chickasaw  women  by 
members  of  the  Comanche  tribe.  Case  no.  76  con¬ 
cerns  the  enrollment  of  persons  claiming  rights  in  the 
Cherokee  nation  by  virtue  of  intermarriage.  Case  no. 
19  pertains  to  the  claim  of  Clement  N.  Vann  and 
William  P.  Adair,  members  of  the  Cherokee  tribe, 
against  the  Osage  tribe  for  services  rendered  in  secur¬ 
ing  the  rejection  or  withdrawal  of  a  treaty  unfavor¬ 
able  to  die  Osage  and  in  obtaining  legislation  relative 
to  die  sale  of  certain  Osage  lands  in  Kansas.  Not  all 
relevant  cases  concern  Indian-related  matters.  Case 
no.  4  covers  die  claim  of  Moses  M.  Bane,  receiver  of 
public  moneys  and  disbursing  agent  at  Salt  Lake  City, 
UT,  who  claimed  $  1 ,080  as  reimbursement  for  office 
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rent  he  paid  from  January  1,  1877,  to  March  31, 
1879.  Not  included  in  the  series  are  records  for  case 
no.  1,  a  claim  for  military  pay  filed  by  John  Pope  in 
1883,  and  for  case  no.  177,  filed  in  1944. 

205.51  A  bound  docket,  Apr.  10,  1883^July  26, 
1913  (1  vol.,  3  in.),  covering  cases  1-163  only, 
contains  an  index  by  name  of  claimant.  All  of  the 
cases,  1-177,  are  covered  by  the  5-  by  8-inch  docket 
cards,  Apr.  10, 1883-Mar.  6, 1951  (10  in.).  Entries 
on  the  cards  for  cases  1-163  duplicate  those  in  the 
docket  volume.  The  entries  show  the  case  number, 
name  of  claimant  and  of  claimant’s  attorney,  and 
amount  and  nature  of  the  claim,  and  list  chrono¬ 
logically  all  proceedings  and  their  dates. 

205.52  Information  about  the  disposition  of  many 
of  the  cases  can  be  found  in  the  record  book, 
Apr.10,  1883-July  22,  1911  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  which 
contains  entries  for  cases  1-155.  The  entries  also 
show  the  number  of  the  claim,  name  of  claimant,  date 
petition  was  filed,  subject  and  amount  of  claim,  name 
and  address  of  the  claimant’s  attorney,  name  of  the 
Government’s  attorney,  and  disposition  of  case.  In 
many  cases,  however,  the  information  is  incomplete. 

205.53  Records  relating  to  naval -bounty  cases 
consist  of  dockets  for  naval-bounty  cases,  1899- 
1903  (4  vols.,  1  ft.),  and  a  volume  called  "Naval 
Bounty  Docket:  Engagements,"  1899-1903  (1  vol., 
2  in.),  which  covers  11  battle  engagements  resulting 
in  claims  for  naval  bounty  by  individuals  who 
participated  in  sinking  or  otherwise  destroying  vessels 
belonging  to  Spain.  Under  place  and  date  of  the 
engagement  are  listed  chronologically  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  the  Court  of  Claims  and  their  associated 
dates. 


CONCURRENT-JURISDICTION 
CASE  RECORDS 

205.54  In  concurrent-jurisdiction  cases  the 
defense  against  claims  filed  in  district  and  circuit 
courts  before  1911  and  in  district  courts  since  that 
time  has  been  handled  in  most  instances  by  local  U.S. 


attorneys.  In  important  cases  these  attorneys  have 
often  been  assisted  by  Department  of  Justice  attorneys 
in  the  actual  defense  of  the  case.  Copies  of  petitions 
filed  with  the  Department  by  the  U.S.  attorneys  are 
referred  to  the  several  departments  before  whom  the 
matters  would  ordinarily  be  brought,  for  examination 
of  any  matters  of  counter-claim,  set-off,  or  defense 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  officers  of  those  depart¬ 
ments.  The  question  of  appeal  is  likewise  often 
referred  to  the  interested  department  for  its  opinion. 
Since  concurrent-jurisdiction  cases  are  not  heard  by 
the  Court  of  Claims,  case  papers  filed  under  this  jur¬ 
isdiction  are  among  the  records  of  the  district  courts. 

205.55  Case  papers,  1887-1910  (98  ft.),  are 
arranged  numerically  by  number  assigned  by  the 
Department  of  Justice,  1-1599.  The  papers  consti¬ 
tuting  these  case  files  were  at  one  time  a  part  of  the 
central  files  of  the  Department  of  Justice  (RG  60), 
but  were  withdrawn  to  form  this  series.  Records 
relating  to  proceedings  in  concurrent-jurisdiction 
cases  initiated  subsequent  to  June  28,  1910,  remain  in 
the  Department’s  central  files. 

205.56  Included  in  the  case  files  are  corre¬ 
spondence  with  U.S.  attorneys,  claimants’  attorneys, 
and  Federal  Government  officials,  relating  to  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  suits  brought  against  the  United  States  in 
district  and  circuit  courts,  to  requests  for  instructions, 
to  payment  of  judgments,  and  to  the  advisability  of 
appeal,  together  with  copies  of  petitions,  pleadings, 
briefs,  transcripts  of  testimony,  findings,  and  related 
materials  documenting  the  Government’s  defense  in 
these  actions.  Many  of  the  cases  were  heard  by 
courts  located  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  For 
example,  9  of  the  first  15  cases  were  heard  by  courts 
in  the  States  of  California  (nos.  3,  4,  7,  8,  13);  Iowa 
(no.  2);  Louisiana  (no.  5);  Missouri  (no.  1);  and 
Nebraska  (no.  9). 

205.57  Lists  of  proceedings  in  some  suits  brought 
in  various  Federal  district  and  circuit  courts  are  found 
reports  of  U.S.  attorneys,  1889-1902  (2  ft.). 
Reports  of  the  Commissioner  of  Claims  investigating 
the  overtime  claims  of  letter  carriers  are  included  in 
this  series. 
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TABLE  -  205.19 

"Index  of  Indian  Tribes  Against  Which  Suits  for  Depredations 
Have  Been  Brought  in  the  U.S.  Court  of  Claims" 


Listings  are  shown  in  the  order  in  which  they  appear  in  the  printed  index.  The  original  spelling  of  the 
tribal  names  or  other  designations,  including  apparent  inconsistencies,  has  been  maintained.  The  number 
of  cases  listed  under  each  heading  is  shown  in  parenthesis.  Cross-references  for  "Combined  Tribes"  cases 
are  included  below  because  case  numbers  given  in  the  index  are  listed  under  one  heading  only,  i.e.,  a  case 
number  listed  under  "Apache"  will  not  be  repeated  under  "Apache  and  Cheyenne." 


Apache  (960) 

Digger  (2) 

Navajo  (726) 

[Apache  subgroups] 

Dwamish  (2) 

Nez  Perces  (96) 

Chiricuahua  (19) 

Nisqually  (7) 

Jicarilla  (8) 

Eel  River  (1) 

Mescalero  (71) 

Empakagragos  (1) 

Omaha  (2) 

Membres  (4) 

Osage  (91) 

Mojave  (5) 

Flathead  (3) 

Otoe  (5) 

San  Carlos  (20) 

Fresno  (1) 

Ottawa  (1) 

Tonto  (11) 

Owen  River  (1) 

Victoria  (4) 

Gros  Ventre  (4) 

Jicarilla/Mescalero  (2) 

Pacanawa  (2) 

Warm  Spring  (9) 

Hoopa  (7) 

Pah-Ute  (35) 

Arapahoe  (50) 

Hualapai  (9) 

Papajo  (1) 

Arickaree  (1) 

Humboldt  (1) 

Paranagat  (2) 

Assinniboine  (4) 

Pawnee  (18) 

Kaw  (8) 

Pembina  (1) 

Bannock  (86) 

Keeche  (2) 

Piede  (1) 

Kickapoo  (95) 

Piegan  (41) 

Caddo  (14) 

King  County  (1) 

Piegan-Blackfoot  (15) 

Capitan  Grand  (1) 

Kiowa  (144) 

Pima  (2) 

Cayuse  (7) 

Klamath  (5) 

Pinal  (1) 

Cherokee  (16) 

Klikitat  (14) 

Pitt  River  (10) 

Cheyenne  (370) 

Kootenai  (2) 

Pi-Ute  (95) 

Chickasaw  (5) 

Ponca  (4) 

Chippewa  (25) 

Lipan  (36) 

Pueblo  (1) 

Choctaw  (1) 

Puyallup  (5) 

Chowchilla  (1) 

Mad  River  (10) 

Clamlan  (1) 

Malheur  (2) 

Redwood  (2) 

Columbia  River  (1) 

Maricopa  (1) 

River  Crow  (2) 

Comanche  (1,761) 

Mattock  (1) 

Rogue  River  (109) 

Conche  (1) 

Mille  Lac  (4) 

Cosninos  (1) 

Mission  (3) 

Seminole  (9) 

Cow  Creek  (1) 

Modoc  (17) 

Seneca  (1) 

Creek  (162) 

Moses  (1) 

Shasta  (2) 

Crow  (38) 

Muochi  (1) 

Shawnee  (1) 
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Sheepeater  (1) 
Shoshone  (13) 

Sioux  (567) 

[Sioux  subgroups] 
Blackfeet  (4) 
Brule  (7) 
Ogallala  (18) 
Santee  (1) 
Sisseton  (2) 
Uncpapa  (4) 
Yankton  (7) 
Sklallan  (1) 

Smoke  Creek  (1) 


Snake  (33) 

Snake  River  (1) 

South  [Round]  Valley  (2) 

Trinity  (1) 

Tuer  (1) 

Umatilla  (1) 

Umpqua  (4) 

Uncompahgre  (2) 

Ute  (334) 

Van  Duzen  [Vanduzen]  (1) 


Combined  Tribes 


Indented  entries  are  cross-references. 

Apache  and  Arapahoe  (2) 

Applegate:  See  Rogue  River  and  Applegate. 

Apache  and  Cheyenne  (4) 

Apache  and  Comanche  (28) 

Apache  and  Kickapoo  (3) 

Apache  and  Kiowa  (5) 

Apache  and  Mad  River  (1) 

Apache  and  Navajo  (44) 

Apache  and  Pi-Ute  (1) 

Apache  and  Sioux  (1) 

Apache  and  Snake  River  (1) 

Apache  and  Ute  (10) 

Apache,  Cheyenne,  and  Sioux  (1) 

Apache,  Comanche,  and  Kiowa  (2) 

Apache,  Comanche,  and  Navajo  (1) 

Apache,  Cosnenas,  and  Mojave  (1) 

Apache,  Kiowa,  and  Ute  (1) 

Apache,  Pi-Ute,  and  Snake  (1) 

Apache,  Kiowa,  and  Navajo  (2) 

Apache,  Columbia  River,  Klikitat,  and  Umatilla  (1) 
Apache,  Bannock,  Snake,  and  Umatilla  (1) 

Apache,  Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  Comanche,  and  Sioux  (1) 
Arapahoe  and  Cheyenne  (64) 

Arapahoe  and  Comanche  (5) 

Arapahoe  and  Kiowa  (8) 

Arapahoe  and  Sioux  (8) 


Walla  Walla 

Washington  Territory  (1) 
White  Mountain  (3) 
Wichita  (4) 

Winnebago  (3) 

Wintoon  (2) 

Wylackie  (6) 

Yakima  (14) 

Yosemite  (1) 

Yuma  (1) 
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Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  and  Comanche  (3) 

Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  and  Kiowa  (6) 

Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  and  Sioux  (34) 

Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  and  Ute  (1) 

Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  Comanche,  and  Kiowa  (3) 

Arapahoe:  See  also  Apache  and  Arapahoe;  Apache, 

Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  Comanche,  and  Sioux. 

Assinniboine,  Crow,  Nez  Perces,  and  Sioux  (1) 

Assinniboine  and  Gros  Ventre  (2) 

Assinniboine:  See  also  Sioux  and  Assinniboine. 

Bannock  and  Pi-Ute  (45) 

Bannock  and  Blackfeet  (1) 

Bannock  and  Malheur  (2) 

Bannock  and  Nez  Perces  (1) 

Bannock  and  Shoshone  (3) 

Bannock  and  Sioux  (2) 

Bannock  and  Snake  (57) 

Bannock,  Pi-Ute,  and  Shoshone  (3) 

Bannock,  Snake,  and  Shoshone  (1) 

Bannock,  Snake,  and  Pi-Ute  (2) 

Bannock,  Snake,  and  Umatilla  (1) 

Bannock,  Pitt  River,  Pi-Ute,  and  Shoshone  (1) 

Bannock,  Cheyenne,  Crow,  Piegan,  and  Sioux  (1) 

Bannock:  See  also  Apache,  Bannock,  Snake,  and  Umatilla. 

Bean  [Bear]  River:  See  Vanduzen  and  Bean  River. 

Blackfeet:  See  Bannock  and  Blackfeet. 

Caddo:  See  Comanche  and  Caddo. 

Canena  and  Mojave  (1) 

Cayuse:  See  Umatilla  and  Cayuse;  Walla  Walla  and  Cayuse; 

Walla  Walla,  Cayuse,  and  Pi-Ute;  Walla  Walla,  Cayuse,  Snake,  and  Yakima;  Walla  Walla,  Cayuse, 
Umatilla,  and  Yakima;  Yakima,  Walla  Walla,  Cayuse,  Umatilla,  and  Palouse. 

Cherokee  and  Osage  (2) 

Cheyenne  and  Comanche  (4) 

Cheyenne  and  Kiowa  (11) 

Cheyenne  and  Osage  (1) 

Cheyenne  and  Pawnee  (2) 

Cheyenne  and  Walla  Walla  (1) 

Cheyenne  and  Sioux  (135) 

Cheyenne,  Comanche,  and  Kiowa  (3) 

Cheyenne:  See  also  Apache  and  Cheyenne;  Arapahoe  and 
Cheyenne;  Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  and  Comanche;  Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  and  Kiowa;  Apache, 
Cheyenne,  and  Sioux;  Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  and  Ute;  Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  Comanche,  and  Kiowa; 
Bannock,  Cheyenne,  Crow,  Piegan,  and  Sioux;  Apache,  Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  Comanche,  and  Sioux. 
Clover  Mountain  and  Paranagat  (3) 

Chickasaw:  See  Comanche  and  Chickasaw. 

Columbia  River:  See  Apache,  Columbia  River,  Klikitat,  and  Umatilla. 
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Comanche  and  Caddo  (3) 

Comanche  and  Chickasaw  (1) 

Comanche  and  Kickapoo  (21) 

Comanche  and  Kiowa  (375) 

Comanche  and  Lipan  (22) 

Comanche  and  Navajo  (3) 

Comanche  and  Sioux  (2) 

Comanche  and  Osage  (1)  [handwritten  entry] 

Comanche  and  Ute  (1) 

Comanche  and  Waco  (1) 

Comanche,  Kickapoo,  and  Kiowa  (2) 

Comanche,  Kickapoo,  and  Lipan  (9) 

Comanche,  Lipan,  and  Seminole  (1) 

Comanche,  Lipan,  Seminole,  and  Kiowa  (1) 

Comanche:  See  also  Apache  and  Comanche;  Arapahoe  and  Comanche;  Cheyenne  and  Comanche; 
Apache,  Comanche,  and  Kiowa;  Apache,  Comanche,  and  Navajo;  Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  and 
Comanche;  Cheyenne,  Comanche,  and  Kiowa;  [Osage,  Comanche,  and  Kiowa];  Arapahoe, 
Cheyenne,  Comanche,  and  Kiowa;  Apache,  Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  Comanche,  and  Sioux. 
Cosnenas:  See  Apache,  Cosnenas,  and  Navajo  [Mojave]. 

Cow  Creek  and  Umpqua  (2) 

Cow  Creek:  See  also  Rogue  River  and  Cow  Creek;  Klamath,  Modoc,  Pi-Ute,  Pitt  River,  and  Cow 
Creek. 

Creek  and  Seminole  (8) 

Crow  and  Kiowa  (1) 

Crow  and  Piegan  (1) 

Crow,  Nez  Perces,  Piegan,  and  Pend  d’Oreille  (1) 

Crow:  See  also  Sioux  and  Crow;  Assinniboine,  Crow,  Nez  Perces,  and  Sioux;  Bannock,  Cheyenne, 
Crow,  Piegan,  and  Sioux. 

Dwamish:  See  Puyallup,  Dwamish,  Muckleshoot,  and  White  River;  Puyallup,  Klikitat,  Muckleshoot, 
Dwamish,  and  White  River. 

Eel  River:  See  Mad  River  and  Eel  River. 

Flathead:  See  Snake  and  Flathead. 

Fort  Buford  and  Poplar  Creek  (1) 

Fox:  See  Sac  and  Fox. 

Gros  Ventre:  See  Assinniboine  and  Gros  Ventre. 

Hoopa  and  Mad  River  (2) 

Hoopa  and  Redwood  (11) 

Hoopa  and  Vanduzen  (1) 

Hoopa,  Redwood,  and  Mad  River  (1) 

Hoopa,  Redwood,  and  Klamath  (3) 

Illinois:  See  Rogue  River  and  Illinois. 
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Kickapoo  and  Lipan  (12) 

Kickapoo  and  Pottawatomie  (2) 

Kickapoo,  Kiowa,  and  Lipan  (1) 

Kickapoo:  See  also  Apache  and  Kickapoo;  Comanche  and  Kickapoo;  Comanche,  Kickapoo,  and 
Kiowa;  Comanche,  Kickapoo,  and  Lipan. 

Kiowa  and  Wichita  (1) 

Kiowa:  See  also  Apache  and  Kiowa;  Arapahoe  and  Kiowa;  Cheyenne  and  Kiowa;  Comanche  and 
Kiowa;  Creek  [Crow]  and  Kiowa;  Apache,  Comanche,  and  Kiowa;  Apache,  Kiowa,  and  Navajo; 
Apache,  Kiowa,  and  Ute;  Cheyenne,  Comanche,  and  Kiowa;  Comanche,  Kickapoo,  and  Kiowa; 
Kickapoo,  Kiowa,  and  Lipan;  Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  and  Kiowa;  Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  Comanche, 
and  Kiowa;  [Osage,  Comanche,  and  Kiowa;  Comanche,  Lipan,  Seminole,  and  Kiowa]. 

Klamath  and  Modoc  (3) 

Klamath  and  Redwood  (6) 

Klamath  and  Rogue  River  (1) 

Klamath,  Modoc,  Pitt  River,  Rogue  River,  and  Shasta  (1) 

Klamath,  Modoc,  Pi-Ute,  Pitt  River,  and  Crow  Creek  (1) 

Klamath:  See  also  Hoopa,  Redwood,  and  Klamath. 

Klikitat:  See  Yakima  and  Klikitat;  Puyallup,  Klikitat,  and  White  River;  Puyallup,  Nisqually,  and 
Klikitat;  Apache,  Columbia  River,  Klikitat,  and  Umatilla;  Puyallup,  Klikitat,  Muckleshoot,  and 
White  Mountain;  Yakima,  Nez  Perces,  Umatilla,  and  Klikitat;  Puyallup,  Klikitat,  Dwamish, 
Muckleshoot,  and  White  River. 

Lipan:  See  Comanche  and  Lipan;  Kickapoo  and  Lipan;  Comanche,  Kickapoo,  and  Lipan;  Comanche, 
Lipan,  and  Seminole;  Kickapoo,  Kiowa,  and  Lipan;  [Comanche,  Lipan,  Seminole,  and  Kiowa]. 

Mad  River  and  Eel  River  (2) 

Mad  River  and  Maltese  (1) 

Mad  River  and  Redwood  (26) 

Mad  River  and  Vanduzen  (1) 

Mad  River:  See  also  Apache  and  Mad  River;  Hoopa  and  Mad  River;  Hoopa,  Redwood,  and  Mad 
River. 

Malheur:  See  Bannock  and  Malheur. 

Maltese:  See  Mad  River  and  Maltese. 

Maricopa:  See  Pima  and  Maricopa. 

Missouria  and  Otoe  (1) 

Modoc:  See  Klamath  and  Modoc;  Pi-Ute  and  Modoc;  Klamath,  Modoc,  Pi-Ute,  Pitt  River,  and  Cow 
Creek;  Klamath,  Modoc,  Pit  [sic]  River,  Rogue  River,  and  Shasta. 

Mojave:  See  Canena  and  Mojave. 

Muckleshoot:  See  Puyallup,  Klikitat,  Muckleshoot,  and  White  Mountain;  Puyallup,  Dwamish, 
Muckleshoot,  and  White  River;  Puyallup,  Klikitat,  Dwamish,  Muckleshoot,  and  White  River. 

Navajo  and  Zuni  (1) 

Navajo:  See  also  Apache  and  Navajo;  Comanche  and  Navajo;  Pi-Ute  and  Navajo;  Ute  and  Navajo; 
Apache,  Comanche,  and  Navajo;  Apache,  Cosnenas,  and  Navajo;  Apache,  Kiowa,  and  Navajo; 
Pi-Ute,  Navajo,  and  Ute. 

Nevada:  See  Pitt  River  and  Nevada. 

Nez  Perces:  See  Bannock  and  Nez  Perces;  Assinniboine,  Crow,  Nez  Perces,  and  Sioux;  Yakima,  Nez 
Perces,  Umatilla,  and  Klikitat;  [Crow,  Nez  Perces,  Piegan,  and  Pend  d’Oreille]. 
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Nisqually  and  White  River  (1) 

Nisqually:  See  also  Puyallup  and  Nisqually;  Puyallup,  Nisqually,  and  Klikitat;  Puyallup,  Nisqually, 
and  White  River. 

Omaha:  See  Pawnee  and  Omaha. 

Osage,  Comanche,  and  Kiowa  (1)  [handwritten  entry] 

Osage:  See  also  Cherokee  and  Osage;  Cheyenne  and  Osage;  [Comanche  and  Osage]. 

Otoe:  See  Missouria  and  Otoe;  Pawnee  and  Otoe. 

Pah-Ute  and  Pitt  River  (3) 

Palouse:  See  Yakima,  Walla  Walla,  Cayuse,  Umatilla,  and  Palouse. 

Paranagat:  See  Clover  Mountain  and  Paranagat. 

Pawnee  and  Omaha  (2) 

Pawnee  and  Otoe  (7) 

Pawnee:  See  also  Cheyenne  and  Pawnee;  Sioux  and  Pawnee. 

Pend  d’Oreille:  See  Walla  Walla  and  Pend  d’Oreille;  [Crow,  Nez  Perces,  Piegan,  and  Pend  d’Oreille]. 
Piegan:  See  Crow  and  Piegan;  Bannock,  Cheyenne,  Crow,  Piegan,  and  Sioux;  [Crow,  Nez  Perces, 
Piegan,  and  Pend  d’Oreille]. 

Pima  and  Maricopa  (2) 

Pitt  River  and  Nevada  (1) 

Pitt  River:  See  also  Pah-Ute  and  Pitt  River;  Pi-Ute  and  Pitt  River;  Bannock,  Pitt  River,  Pi-Ute,  and 
Shoshone;  Klamath,  Modoc,  Pitt  River,  Rogue  River,  and  Shasta;  Klamath,  Modoc,  Pi-Ute,  Pitt 
River,  and  Cow  Creek. 

Pi-Ute  and  Modoc  (2) 

Pi-Ute  and  Navajo  (6) 

Pi-Ute  and  Pitt  River  (1) 

Pi-Ute  and  Shoshone  (3) 

Pi-Ute  and  Snake  (11) 

Pi-Ute  and  Ute  (9) 

Pi-Ute  and  Washoe  (1) 

Pi-Ute,  Navajo,  and  Ute  (2) 

Pi-Ute:  See  also  Apache  and  Pi-Ute;  Bannock  and  Pi-Ute;  Snake  and  Pi-Ute;  Apache,  Pi-Ute,  and 
Snake;  Bannock,  Snake,  and  Pi-Ute;  Bannock,  Pi-Ute,  and  Shoshone;  Bannock,  Pitt  River,  Pi-Ute, 
and  Shoshone;  Walla  Walla,  Cayuse,  and  Pi-Ute;  Klamath,  Modoc,  Pi-Ute,  Pitt  River,  and  Cow 
Creek. 

Poplar  Creek:  See  Fort  Buford  and  Poplar  Creek. 

Pottawatomie:  See  Kickapoo  and  Pottawatomie. 

Puyallup  and  Nisqually  (9) 

Puyallup  and  White  River  (1) 

Puyallup  and  Yakima  (1) 

Puyallup,  Klikitat,  and  White  River  (2) 

Puyallup,  Nisqually,  and  Klikitat  (3) 

Puyallup,  Nisqually,  and  White  River  (1) 

Puyallup,  Klikitat,  Muckleshoot,  and  White  Mountain  (1) 

Puyallup,  Dwamish,  Muckleshoot,  and  White  River  (3) 

Puyallup,  Klikitat,  Dwamish,  Muckleshoot,  and  White  River  (1) 


76 


Redwood:  See  Hoopa  and  Redwood;  Klamath  and  Redwood;  Mad  River  and  Redwood;  Hoopa, 
Redwood,  and  Klamath;  Hoopa,  Redwood,  and  Mad  River. 

Rogue  River  and  Applegate  (6) 

Rogue  River  and  Cow  Creek  (25) 

Rogue  River  and  Illinois  (3) 

Rogue  River:  See  also  Klamath  and  Rogue  River;  Klamath,  Modoc,  Pitt  River,  Rogue  River,  and 
Shasta. 

Sac  and  Fox  (4) 

Seminole:  See  Creek  and  Seminole;  Comanche,  Lipan,  and  Seminole;  [Comanche,  Lipan,  Seminole, 
and  Kiowa]. 

Shasta:  See  Klamath,  Modoc,  Pitt  River,  Rogue  River,  and  Shasta. 

Shoshone:  See  Bannock  and  Shoshone;  Pi-Ute  and  Shoshone;  Snake  and  Shoshone;  Bannock,  Pi-Ute, 
and  Shoshone;  [Bannock,  Snake,  and  Shoshone];  Bannock,  Pitt  River,  Pi-Ute,  and  Shoshone. 
Sioux  and  Assinniboine  (1) 

Sioux  and  Crow  (4) 

Sioux  and  Pawnee  (3) 

Sioux:  See  also  Apache  and  Sioux;  Arapahoe  and  Sioux;  Bannock  and  Sioux;  Cheyenne  and  Sioux; 
Comanche  and  Sioux;  Apache,  Cheyenne,  and  Sioux;  Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  and  Sioux;  Assinniboine, 
Crow,  Nez  Perces,  and  Sioux;  Apache,  Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  Comanche,  and  Sioux;  Bannock, 
Cheyenne,  Crow,  Piegan,  and  Sioux. 

Snake  and  Flathead  (1) 

Snake  and  Pi-Ute  (1) 

Snake  and  Shoshone  (2) 

Snake:  See  also  Bannock  and  Snake;  Pi-Ute  and  Snake;  Apache,  Pi-Ute,  and  Snake;  Bannock,  Snake 
and  Pi-Ute;  Bannock,  Snake,  and  Shoshone;  Bannock,  Snake,  and  Umatilla;  Apache,  Bannock, 
Snake,  and  Umatilla;  Walla  Walla,  Cayuse,  Snake,  and  Yakima. 

Snake  River:  See  Apache  and  Snake  River. 

Umatilla  and  Cayuse  (1) 

Umatilla:  See  also  Yakima  and  Umatilla;  Bannock,  Snake,  and  Umatilla;  Apache,  Bannock,  Snake, 
and  Umatilla;  Apache,  Columbia  River,  Klikitat,  and  Umatilla;  Walla  Walla,  Cayuse,  Umatilla,  and 
Yakima;  Yakima,  Nez  Perces,  Umatilla,  and  Klikitat;  Yakima,  Walla  Walla,  Cayuse,  Umatilla,  and 
Palouse. 

Umpqua:  See  Cow  Creek  and  Umpqua. 

Ute  and  Navajo  (9) 

Ute:  See  also  Apache  and  Ute;  Comanche  and  Ute;  Pi-Ute  and  Ute;  Apache,  Kiowa,  and  Ute; 
Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  and  Ute;  Pi-Ute,  Navajo,  and  Ute. 

Vanduzen  and  Bean  [Bear]  River  (1) 

Vanduzen:  See  also  Hoopa  and  Vanduzen;  Mad  River  and  Vanduzen. 

Waco:  See  Comanche  and  Waco. 

Walla  Walla  and  Cayuse  (2) 

Walla  Walla  and  Pend  d’Oreille  (1) 

Walla  Walla,  Cayuse,  and  Pi-Ute  (1) 

Walla  Walla,  Cayuse,  Snake,  and  Yakima  (1) 
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Walla  Walla,  Cayuse,  Umatilla,  and  Yakima  (2) 

Walla  Walla:  See  also  Cheyenne  and  Walla  Walla;  Yakima,  Walla  Walla,  Cayuse,  Umatilla,  and 
Palouse. 

Washoe:  See  Pi-Ute  and  Washoe. 

White  Mountain:  See  Puyallup,  Klikitat,  Muckleshoot,  and  White  Mountain. 

White  River:  See  Nisqually  and  White  River;  Puyallup  and  White  River;  Puyallup,  Klikitat,  and  White 
River;  Puyallup,  Nisqually,  and  White  River;  Puyallup,  Klikitat,  Dwamish,  Muckleshoot,  and  White 
River;  Puyallup,  Dwamish,  Muckleshoot,  and  White  River. 

Wichita:  See  Kiowa  and  Wichita. 

Yakima  and  Klikitat  (10) 

Yakima  and  Umatilla  (1) 

Yakima,  Nez  Perces,  Umatilla,  and  Klikitat  (1) 

Yakima,  Walla  Walla,  Cayuse,  Umatilla,  and  Palouse  (1) 

Yakima:  See  also  Puyallup  and  Yakima;  Walla  Walla,  Cayuse,  Snake,  and  Yakima;  Walla  Walla, 
Cayuse,  Umatilla,  and  Yakima. 

Zuni:  See  Navajo  and  Zuni. 

Unknown  (139) 
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Record  Group  206 

RECORDS  OF  THE  SOLICITOR  OF  THE  TREASURY 


The  Solicitor  is  required  to  investigate  questions  of  law  and  give  written  opinions  to  various  officers  of  the 
Government.  To  do  this  properly  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  have  access  to  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  last  resort 
and  the  latest  statutes  of  the  several  States.  This  fact  was  recognized  when  this  office  was  established  . . .  and  reports 
of  35  of  the  States  are  in  our  library.  Only  a  few  of  the  sets  of  reports  are  complete,  and  it  would  require  over  300 
volumes  to  make  the  35  sets  complete  to  date.  We  have  no  reports  of  the  States  of  Idaho,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota, 
South  Carolina,  Utah,  Washington,  or  Wyoming,  or  of  any  of  the  Territories. 

It  requires  no  argument  as  to  the  necessity  of  at  least  filling  the  incomplete  sets.  ...  We  should,  and  to  do  our  work 
with  any  degree  of  certainty  or  satisfaction,  must  have  within  reach  the  latest  decisions  of  the  highest  judicial  tribunals 
of  the  several  States,  and  also  the  latest  digests  of  decisions  and  statutes. 

Maurice  D.  O'Connell,  Solicitor,  to  Joseph  McKenna, 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  Annual  Report 
of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  1897,/?.  108. 


Introduction 

206.1  The  Office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
was  created  in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury  by  an 
act  of  May  29,  1830.  The  Solicitor  was  to  supervise 
all  legal  proceedings  involving  the  collection  of  debts 
due  the  United  States.  Previously  that  power  had 
been  vested  successively  in  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  1789-1817,  the  First  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  1817-20,  and  the  Agent  of  the  Treasury, 
1820-30. 

206.2  An  act  of  June  22,  1870,  transferred  the 
Office  to  the  Department  of  Justice,  and  in  later  years 
functions  of  the  Solicitor  were  to  some  extent  absorb¬ 
ed  by  other  subordinates  of  the  Attorney  General. 
An  Executive  order  of  June  10,  1933,  transferred  the 
Office  back  to  the  Treasury  Department  and  divested 
it  of  functions  relating  to  the  conduct  of  litigation  and 
the  supervision  of  U.S.  district  attorneys,  marshals, 
and  clerks  of  court.  The  Office  was  abolished  May 
10,  1934,  and  its  functions  transferred  to  the  Office 
of  the  General  Counsel  for  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury. 

206.3  As  originally  contemplated,  the  principal 
function  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  concerned 
the  collection  of  debts  that  were  owed  to  the  United 
States  by  individuals  and  that  required  legal 
proceedings  to  enforce  payment.  To  perform  this 
function  effectively,  the  Solicitor  had  the  authority  to 
direct  and  instruct  U.S.  district  attorneys,  clerks  of 
court,  and  marshals  in  the  various  judicial  districts  in 
all  matters  relating  to  the  prosecution  of  such  suits. 
However,  a  great  many  additional  duties  were  per¬ 


formed  by  the  Solicitor,  and  they  are  mentioned 
briefly  below. 

206.4  The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  had  charge  of 
all  lands  acquired  by  the  United  States  for  payment  of 
debts.  With  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  Solicitor  could  rent  or  sell  at  public 
sale  any  unproductive  land  or  other  property  of  the 
United  States  when  this  seemed  to  be  in  the  public 
interest. 

206.5  The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  was  also  to 
examine  and  ascertain  the  surety  of  official  bonds  that 
were  submitted  by  officials  such  as  the  Assistant 
Treasurers  of  the  United  States,  disbursing  clerks, 
and  collectors  of  internal  revenue.  It  was  customary, 
too,  for  the  Solicitor  to  examine  all  official  bonds  of 
Treasury  Department  officers,  as  well  as  contracts, 
contractors’  bonds,  and  other  legal  instruments. 

206.6  Another  responsibility  was  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  regulations  for  the  guidance  of  collectors  of 
customs.  To  accomplish  this  task,  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury  was  authorized  to  request  reports  from  the 
collectors  of  customs,  district  attorneys,  marshals, 
and  clerks  of  U.S.  courts  concerning  any  information 
that  might  be  required  regarding  suits  in  which  the 
United  States  was  a  party.  The  Solicitor  was  also 
required  to: 

(1)  Issue  distress  warrants,  directing  the 
marshal  of  the  proper  judicial  district  to  proceed 
against  any  delinquent  collector  of  the  revenue, 
receiver  of  public  money,  or  other  official  who 
had  failed  either  to  collect  or  to  pay  over  such 
money  within  the  time  provided  by  law; 
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(2)  Prepare  written  legal  opinions  on  questions 
submitted  by  the  executive  departments  except  for 
questions  involving  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and 

(3)  Render  other  services  as  necessary  to  assist 
the  President  and  heads  of  departments,  heads  of 
bureaus,  and  other  officers  of  the  departments  in  the 
discharge  of  their  respective  duties. 

206.7  The  Solicitor  was  one  of  three  officials 
involved  in  another  important  function  concerning  the 
compromise  of  claims  of  the  United  States.  In  such 
cases  an  offer  of  compromise  was  generally  made  to 
die  U.S.  district  attorney  in  charge  of  die  claim,  to 
die  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  die  Secretary  of 
die  Treasury.  By  law,  die  concurrence  of  all  diree 
officials  was  required  before  a  claim  could  be 
compromised. 

206.8  The  records  constituting  Record  Group  206 
were  transferred  to  die  National  Archives  from  die 
Justice  and  Treasury  Departments.  The  records 
consist  of  distinct  record  types,  such  as  correspond¬ 
ence,  registers  and  indexes  to  correspondence,  legal 
opinions,  case  files,  indexes  and  registers  for  suits, 
and  litigation  reports.  Consequently,  die  record 
group  is  organized  by  type  of  records  rather  than  by 
subject  or  source  of  records.  To  a  large  extent,  the 
order  of  die  records  discussed  in  this  chapter  reflects 
the  arrangement  of  die  records,  although  in  some 
instances  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  consolidate 
discussion  of  related  records  of  different  types.  All 
of  die  records  are  described  in  detail  in  die 
Preliminary  Inventory  of  the  Records  of  the  Solicitor 
of  the  Treasury  (PI  171),  compiled  by  George  S. 
Ulibarri  and  published  in  1968. 

206.9  Record  copies  of  publications  of  die 
Solicitor  of  die  Treasury  are  part  of  RG  287, 
Publications  of  die  U.S.  Government.  Other  related 
records  are  in  Record  Group  21,  Records  of  District 
Courts  of  die  United  States;  Record  Group  56, 
General  Records  of  die  Department  of  the  Treasury; 
Record  Group  60,  General  Records  of  die 
Department  of  Justice;  Record  Group  118,  Records 
of  U.S.  Attorneys  and  Marshals;  and  Record  Group 
121,  Records  of  the  Public  Buildings  Service. 

206.10  Editorial  Note:  Most  but  not  all  of  die 
records  included  in  Record  Group  206  are  discussed 
below.  Not  considered  are  some  records  diat  clearly 
are  not  western-related,  some  peripheral  house¬ 
keeping  records,  and  a  few  series  diat  originated  after 
1912.  Unless  odierwise  noted,  series  consisting  of 


records  that  originated  prior  to  1913  but  extending 
beyond  that  date  are  described  in  their  entirety;  no 
attempt  has  been  made  to  determine  what  part  of  such 
series  relates  to  the  pre-1913  period.  It  should  also 
be  noted  that  in  the  record  descriptions  that  follow, 
the  titles  "U.S.  district  attorney"  and  "U.S.  attorney" 
are  used  to  refer  to  the  same  set  of  officials.  In 
many  instances  the  term  "State"  as  used  in  arrange¬ 
ment  statements  refers  not  only  to  established  States 
but  to  Territories  as  well.  The  record  group  consists 
entirely  of  textual  records. 

Correspondence  and  Related  Records 

206.11  As  one  of  the  chief  legal  officers  of  the 
Federal  Government,  the  Solicitor  of  die  Treasury 
carried  on  extensive  correspondence  with  various 
Government  agencies.  With  minor  exceptions, 
correspondence  was  assembled  in  two  main 
categories:  letters  received  and  letters  sent.  Letters 
received  from  a  given  agency  through  1895  (a  few 
are  of  a  later  date)  were  kept  together  by  name  of 
agency  of  origin  under  the  executive  department  to 
which  the  agency  belonged.  Records  of  die  Auditors 
of  die  Treasury,  however,  were  grouped  under  the 
department  to  which  the  Auditors  were  assigned. 
Before  1896,  incoming  letters  were  arranged  by  name 
of  agency  of  origin  and  diereunder  chronologically; 
letters  sent  were  copied  into  letter  books  in 
chronological  order.  Beginning  in  1896,  the 
Solicitor’s  Office  adopted  a  numerical  filing  system, 
which  required  that  all  incoming  letters  relating  to  a 
specific  case  or  transaction  be  grouped  together  and 
diat  each  case  be  assigned  a  number.  Incoming 
letters,  and  in  some  instances  after  1910,  copies  of 
outgoing  letters,  have  been  grouped  into  31,912 
individual  case  files. 

206.12  The  earliest  indexes  and  registers  to 
letters  received  date  back  to  1836,  but  die  coverage 
is  not  complete  until  the  mid-1860’s.  Some  of  die 
letters  sent  are  covered  by  registers  from  about  1842 
and  by  alphabetical  indexes  beginning  in  1861.  Until 
1910  separate  indexes  were  kept  for  letters  received 
and  letters  sent.  During  diis  period,  however,  many 
individual  letter  books  also  include  indexes  to  dieir 
contents.  Indexes  after  1910  cover  bodi  letters 
received  and  letters  sent.  Name  and  subject  indexes 
are  usually  alphabetized  by  die  initial  letter  only  of 
die  name  or  word.  The  name  of  an  individual  listed 
in  a  given  index  or  register  is  often  diat  of  die 
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principal  person  mentioned  in  the  letter  rather  than 
that  of  the  letter  writer. 

206.13  The  Solicitor’s  Office  used  extensive 
registers  and  indexes  to  maintain  control  over  most  of 
the  incoming  letters  discussed  below.  Entries  in  the 
register  of  letters  received,  Aug.  20,  1842-May  16, 
1848;  Apr.  1,  1850-July  31,  1875  (26  vols.,  4  ft.), 
are  arranged  chronologically  by  the  date  the  letter 
was  received  in  the  office.  The  entries  usually  give 
the  following  information  for  each  letter:  date 
written,  date  received,  name  of  writer,  residence  and 
title  of  those  writers  who  were  Government  officials, 
and  subject  and  disposition  of  the  letter.  Some 
incoming  letters  that  the  Solicitor  referred  to  other 
agencies  and  departments  are  recorded  in  a  register 
of  letters  referred,  1831-36,  1866-75  (8  vols.,  1  ft.). 
Entries  in  this  register  usually  give  the  following 
information  for  each  letter:  date  received,  date 
written,  subject,  to  whom  referred,  and  name,  title, 
and  address  of  writer.  Some  of  these  letters  appar¬ 
ently  were  returned  to  the  Solicitor,  and  they  are  now 
among  the  various  series  of  letters  described  below. 

206.14  The  same  informational  elements  covered 
by  the  registers  of  letters  received  are  recorded  in  a 
series  called  index  to  letters  received,  Sept.  1, 
1865-Jan.  9,  1911  (34  vols.,  8  ft.),  which  also 
provides  a  brief  summary  of  the  content  of  each  letter 
as  well  as  a  case  file  number  for  letters  dated  after 
1895.  The  entries  in  each  volume  are  arranged 
chronologically  by  date  received  and  thereunder 
alphabetically  by  surname  if  writer  was  a  private 
individual;  by  State  and  judicial  district  if  the  writer 
was  a  U.S.  attorney,  marshal,  or  clerk  of  court;  and 
by  title  of  position  if  the  writer  was  from  another 
Goverment  agency.  The  nature  of  this  index  was 
probably  dictated  by  the  format  of  the  volumes 
available  for  use,  since  some  volumes  are  labeled 
"Register  of  Letters  Received"  and  some,  "Record  of 
Letters  Written. " 

206.15  More  accessible  to  research  by  name  and 
subject  is  a  chronologically  overlapping,  but  less 
extensive,  index  to  letters  received,  Jan.  1, 
1867-Mar.  31,  1897  (8  vols.,  2  ft.).  Entries  in  this 
index  are  arranged  chronologically  by  year  and  there¬ 
under  alphabetically  by  name  of  principal  or  subject. 
Entries  usually  provide  the  following  information  for 
each  letter:  date  received,  name  of  principal,  subject, 
and  from  whom  received.  Entries  dated  after  1895 
also  give  the  case  file  number  of  the  letter. 

206.16  Unless  otherwise  indicated,  the  letters 
received  that  are  described  below  are  entered  in  the 


register  of  letters  received  (206.13),  listed  and 
summarized  in  the  index  to  letters  received  (206. 14), 
and  beginning  in  1867,  indexed  by  name  of  principal 
or  subject  in  the  index  to  letters  received  (206. 15). 
The  letters  themselves  are  arranged  chronologically. 
Replies  to  the  letters  are  among  the  records  described 
in  entries  206.43  and  206.45.  The  names  of  the 
departments  where  the  letters  originated  are  under¬ 
lined  for  easy  identification. 

206.17  Many  of  the  series  of  letters  received 
originated  in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  and 
they  document  the  Solicitor’s  dealings  with  die 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  odier  Department 
officials.  With  die  exception  of  die  letters  from  die 
Secretary,  most  of  these  series  are  fairly  small  in 
volume,  some  only  a  few  inches,  and  they  contain  a 
relatively  small  number  of  western-related  items, 
although  a  few  pertinent  documents  can  usually  be 
found  in  each  series. 

206.18  The  Secretary  of  die  Treasury  asked  the 
Solicitor  for  reports  and  opinions  on  diverse  topics, 
and  some  of  the  letters  the  Solicitor  received  for 
study  and  advice  are  recorded  in  a  register  of  letters 
referred  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Sept. 
15,  1865-Sept.  29,  1866  (1  vol.,  2  in.).  The  letters 
diat  were  retained  by  die  Solicitor  are  now  among  die 
letters  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  1822-96  (14  ft.).  Some  of  die  many 
subjects  dealt  with  in  die  letters  from  die  Secretary 
are  die  title  to  lands  for  lighdiouses,  marine  hospitals, 
and  branch  mints;  die  disposition  of  property  of 
former  Confederate  States;  compromise  judgments  in 
favor  of  die  United  States;  violations  of  revenue  laws; 
and  the  location  of  depositories  of  public  moneys. 
Also  included  are  letters  authorizing  die  Solicitor  to 
institute,  postpone,  and  discontinue  suits;  to  send 
instructions  to  U.S.  attorneys  regarding  specific  suits; 
and  to  issue  warrants  releasing  persons  from  debt  to 
die  United  States.  For  die  period  from  January  1867 
to  October  1889,  die  Solicitor’s  replies  were 
assembled  in  volumes  56,  57,  60,  64,  66,  70,  75,  79, 
82,  86,  90,  95,  98,  102,  105,  108,  112,  and  115,  of 
die  series  described  in  206.43.  Other  replies  are  in 
records  described  in  206.45. 

206.19  Letters  received  from  the  U.S. 
Treasurer,  1838-95  (4  in.),  include  a  few  single 
documents  of  incidental  relevance  to  diis  guide. 
Typical  is  an  1846  letter  regarding  an  erroneous 
deposit  in  die  Bank  of  Louisiana.  Letters  received 
from  assistant  treasurers,  1848-95  (4  in.),  on  die 
odier  hand,  consist  of  letters  from  assistant  treasurers 
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and  mint  officials  in  several  States,  including 
California,  Colorado,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri,  and 
letters  from  officials  of  Government  depositories. 
Subjects  covered  include  the  examination  of 
certificates  of  deposit  and  bonds,  the  approval  of 
bonds,  and  the  disbursements  of  funds  to  the  Creek 
Indians.  Letters  received  from  the  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  1825-95  (4  in.),  concern  the  settlement  of 
accounts  of  U.S.  attorneys  and  marshals,  the 
collection  of  fees  by  U.S.  attorneys,  banks  indebted 
to  the  United  States,  and  suits  against  defaulting 
contractors. 

206.20  Letters  transmitting  bonds  or  transcripts 
of  accounts  of  Federal  officials  in  the  States  and 
Territories  make  up  the  bulk  of  letters  received  from 
the  First  Comptroller,  1820-95  (1  ft.).  Included,  as 
well,  are  letters  alleging  perpetration  of  frauds  against 
the  Government  and  documents  submitted  for  the 
Solicitor’s  use  in  the  prosecution  or  settlement  of 
alleged  frauds.  The  letters  received  from  the 
Second  Comptroller,  1821-94  (1  ft.),  also  concern 
Federal  officials  in  the  field,  transmitting  transcripts 
of  their  accounts  and  related  papers,  advising 
settlement  of  delinquent  accounts,  and  requesting 
suspension  of  legal  action  in  certain  cases. 

206.21  Letters  received  from  the  Comptrollers 
of  the  Currency,  1863-93  (4  in.),  request  the 
Solicitor’s  legal  opinion  on  matters  affecting  national 
banks,  such  as  receivership,  usury,  embezzlement, 
and  the  issuance  and  transfer  of  stock,  and  advise  the 
Solicitor  on  measures  to  be  taken  against  violators  of 
the  National  Currency  Act.  Numerous  letters  con¬ 
cern  banks  in  Kansas,  primarily  the  First  National 
Banks  of  Topeka  (1874-76)  and  Wichita  (1876-77, 
1888).  Also  included  are  letters  relating  to  banks  in 
most  other  western  States  and  Territories,  including 
Indian  Territory. 

206.22  Letters  received  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Customs,  1849-94  (8  in.),  transmit  copies  of 
accounts  and  other  papers  of  defaulting  customs 
officials,  enclose  copies  of  bonds,  request  information 
concerning  suits  against  collectors  and  surveyors, 
recommend  suspension  or  initiation  of  proceedings  in 
certain  cases,  and  discuss  similar  matters.  An  un¬ 
dated  document  concerns  the  site  of  the  customhouse 
in  Portland,  OR,  and  a  few  letters  pertain  to  customs 
activities  in  New  Orleans,  LA,  and  Port  Townsend, 
Washington  Territory.  Bound  letters  received  from 
collectors  of  customs,  1839-45  (4  vols.,  8  in.),  con¬ 
tain  information  on  the  number  of  suits  conunenced 
and  payments,  if  any,  that  had  been  made  on  bonds 


in  suit.  Most  of  the  reports  are  negative,  indicating 
that  no  suits  had  been  commenced  and  no  payments 
received  during  a  particular  reporting  period.  Ar¬ 
ranged  by  State,  thereunder  by  customs  district,  and 
thereunder  chronologically,  the  letters  include  a 
segment  for  Louisiana  and  the  New  Orleans  customs 
district. 

206.23  Violations  of  internal  revenue  laws,  the 
examination  and  approval  of  bonds  covering  Internal 
Revenue  officials,  offers  of  compromise  and  the 
settlement  of  specific  suits,  and  the  condemnation  and 
sale  of  certain  distilleries  are  subjects  covered  by  the 
letters  received  from  the  Commissioner  of  Internal 
Revenue,  1862-95  (8  in.).  Among  the  letters  for 
1877  are  papers  relating  to  a  judgment  in  a  case 
involving  Wan  Shing,  of  San  Francisco,  CA,  and 
89,900  cigars.  A  proposed  bid  for  a  quit  claim  on 
lands  in  Tom  Green  County,  TX,  which  includes  a 
schedule  describing  the  individual  tracts,  is  among  the 
letters  for  1882. 

206.24  Letters  received  from  the  Lighthouse 
Board,  1862-94  (4  in.),  chiefly  relate  to  contracts  for 
constructing  lighthouses,  deeds  to  lighthouse  sites, 
and  the  sale  of  lighthouse  property.  Included  are  a 
few  documents  concerning  lighthouses  in  California. 
New  Orleans  was  the  site  of  a  marine  hospital,  and 
the  letters  received  from  the  U.S.  Marine  Hospital 
Service,  1891-95  (1  in.),  include  an  1891  letter 
regarding  the  request  of  the  Texas  and  Pacific 
Railway  Company  for  a  right-of-way  through  the 
hospital’s  reservation.  Letters  received  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Navigation,  1875-95  (5  in.),  and 
from  officials  of  the  Steamboat  Inspection  Service  are 
concerned  with  violations  of  steamboat  laws  and 
accidents  on  vessels.  Some  letters  from  Arkansas, 
California,  Louisiana,  and  Minnesota  are  found  in 
this  series. 

206.25  Some  of  the  letters  received  from  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  1852-95  (5  in.),  and  from 
officials  in  branch  mints  concern  counterfeit  coins, 
but  most  of  them  involve  the  appointment,  bonding, 
and  removal  of  employees.  Included  are  letters  relat¬ 
ing  to  employees  at  mints  in  California,  Colorado, 
Louisiana,  and  Nevada,  and  at  assay  offices  located 
in  Boise  City,  Idaho  Territory,  and  Helena,  Montana 
Territory.  Frauds  upon  the  revenue  and  the  means  of 
their  detection  and  prevention  are  the  subjects  of 
some  of  the  letters  received  from  revenue  agents, 
1862-71  (4  in.).  The  majority  of  these  letters  are 
from  agents  stationed  in  Europe,  but  a  few  are  from 
a  special  agent  serving  in  San  Francisco,  CA. 
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206.26  Counterfeiting  is  the  dominant  subject  of 
the  letters  received  from  the  Secret  Service 
Division,  1865-95  (4  in.),  which  also  include 
circulars,  copies  of  reports  of  investigators,  annual 
reports,  and  two  handbooks  of  instructions  for  Secret 
Service  agents.  An  1881  document  concerns  the 
investigation  of  charges  against  certain  U.S.  officials 
in  New  Orleans.  Among  the  letters  received  from 
special  agents  of  the  Treasury,  1853-95  (1  ft.),  are 
documents  concerning  the  smuggling  of  cattle  into 
Texas  from  Mexico  and  mescal  smugglers  in  the  El 
Paso  Customs  Division;  reports  on  the  investigation 
of  fraud  charges  against  a  former  custodian  of  the 
U.S.  post  office  and  courthouse  in  Lincon,  NB;  and 
a  letter  discussing  the  disposition  of  fees  collected  at 
Port  Townsend,  Washington  Territory.  The  bound 
letters  of  P.F.  Wilson,  Special  Agent,  Treasury 
Department,  1861-63  (1  vol.,  2  in.)  are  copies  of 
letters  and  progress  reports  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  concerning  investigations  of  officials  who 
handled  public  moneys,  usually  in  connection  with 
the  sale  of  land.  The  investigations  were  conducted 
in  several  States,  including  Iowa,  Kansas,  Minnesota, 
Missouri,  and  Nebraska. 

206.27  Letters  received  from  the  Supervising 
Architect,  1862-95  (4  in.),  concern  the  examination 
of  construction  contracts  to  determine  whether  they 
were  valid  and  binding,  frauds  and  defaults  involving 
contracts  for  the  construction  and  repair  of  public 
buildings,  recommendations  regarding  the  sale  of 
Government  lots  and  property,  alleged  violations  of 
the  8-hour  workday  by  contractors  engaged  in 
constructing  and  repairing  public  buildings,  and  the 
use  of  convict  labor  on  public  buildings.  Many 
documents  relate  to  construction  projects  and  Federal 
property  in  the  Western  States  and  Territories,  includ¬ 
ing  letters  concerning  the  U.S.  courthouse  and  post 
office  building  at  Carson  City,  NV  (1889);  title  to 
city  block  108  in  Houston,  TX  (1890);  marine  hospi¬ 
tals  in  New  Orleans,  LA  (1890,  1893)  and  St.  Louis, 
MO  (1893);  and  appropriate  use  of  water  from  a 
fountain  on  U.S.  property  in  Lincoln,  NE  (1891-92). 

206.28  Five  series  of  letters  originated  widi  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  and  odier 
officials  and  employees  of  the  Department  of  Justice. 
Some  of  the  letters  received  from  the  Attorney 
General,  1822-98  (2  ft.),  recommend  courses  of 
action  for  the  Solicitor  to  follow  in  specific  cases, 
while  others  either  transmit  opinions  of  die  Supreme 
Court  or  papers  concerning  matters  of  interest  to  the 
Solicitor,  request  information  on  specific  claims 


against  the  Government,  or  discuss  matters  involving 
the  duties  of  die  Solicitor.  The  last  part  of  the  series 
consists  entirely  of  legal  opinions  issued  by  the 
Attorney  General.  Among  die  letters  are  an  investi¬ 
gation  report  on  a  hay  contract  for  Camps  Apache 
and  Grant  in  Arizona  Territory  (1876);  papers  relat¬ 
ing  to  law  suits  brought  by  Elias  C.  Boudinot  to 
determine  the  legality  of  certain  land  leases  executed 
by  the  Cherokee  Nation  (1884);  papers  about  a  judg¬ 
ment  against  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
(1885);  and  papers  regarding  the  failure  of  a  con¬ 
tractor  to  deliver  hay  to  Fort  McKavett,  TX  (1887). 

206.29  With  the  exception  of  the  numerical  case 
files  (206.39),  the  letters  received  from  U.S.  district 
attorneys,  marshals,  and  clerks  of  court,  1801-98 
(51  ft.),  constitute  die  most  voluminous  series  of 
incoming  letters.  This  series  concerns  the  substan¬ 
tive  functions  of  die  Solicitor’s  Office  and  includes 
information  on  suits  involving  bonds  of  defaulting 
disbursing  officers  of  die  Army  and  Navy,  collectors, 
postmasters,  and  Indian  agents;  suits  for  breach  of 
contracts  with  the  Government;  suits  regarding  land 
and  other  property  assigned  or  conveyed  to  the 
United  States  in  payment  of  debts,  and  die  sale  or 
lease  of  die  land;  actions  for  recovery  of  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures;  measures  for  prevention, 
detection,  and  prosecution  of  frauds  upon  customs 
revenue;  timber  trespasses;  examination  and  approval 
of  bonds  and  contracts;  and  measures  to  suppress 
counterfeiting.  Also  included  are  reports  of  action 
taken  in  certain  cases,  reports  on  status  of  cases,  and 
letters  transmitting  money  to  die  Treasury.  The 
letters  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  State, 
diereunder  by  judicial  district,  and  diereunder  chrono¬ 
logically  Listed  below  are  die  States/Territories  and 
date  spans  for  which  there  are  records: 

Arizona,  1865-96 
Arkansas,  1821-95 
California,  1851-98 
Colorado,  1861-98 
Idaho,  1861-96 
Indian  Territory,  1889-97 
Iowa,  1838-96 
Kansas,  1855-96 
Louisiana,  1820-96 
Minnesota,  1849-97 
Missouri,  1819-96 
Montana,  1865-96 
Nebraska,  1855-97 
Nevada,  1863-96 
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New  Mexico,  1851-97 
North  Dakota,  1871-96 
Oklahoma,  1890-96 
Oregon,  1848-97 
South  Dakota,  1862-95 
Texas,  1845-96 
Utah,  1853-96 
Washington,  1854-97 
Wyoming,  1869-97 

The  Solicitor’s  replies  to  these  letters  are  among  the 
records  described  in  206.43-206.45  and  206.47. 

206.30  The  primary  indexes  to  these  letters  have 
already  been  discussed  (206.14  and  206.15),  but  let¬ 
ters  in  this  series  also  are  covered  by  other  indexes. 
A  10-year  segment  of  the  file  is  covered  by  a  name 
index  to  letters  received,  1847-57  (2  vols.,  5  in.), 
arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of  writer.  Entries 
usually  give  the  following  information  for  each  letter: 
writer’s  name  and  address,  date  received,  brief  sum¬ 
mary  of  contents,  date  answered,  and  sometimes  the 
volume  and  page  of  the  letter  book  where  die  reply 
can  be  found.  The  index  volumes  are  labeled  "Regis¬ 
ter  of  Letters  Received  and  Sent. "  A  name  index  to 
letters  relating  to  customhouse  bonds,  July  1836- 
Aug.  1837;  Feb. -Apr.  1845  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  covers 
letters  received,  mostly  from  U.S.  district  attorneys, 
clerks,  and  marshals  relating  to  suits  on  customhouse 
bonds,  fines,  and  penalties.  An  index  to  letters 
relating  to  suits  on  Treasury  transcripts,  1836-37 
(1  vol.,  2  in.),  covers  letters  received  from  U.S. 
district  attorneys,  clerks  of  court,  marshals,  and  other 
officials  concerning  die  suits. 

206.31  Filed  separately  from  die  foregoing  series 
are  letters  transmitting  reports  of  work  performed  by 
Justice  Department  employees  in  various  judicial 
districts.  The  letters  are  grouped  by  source,  and 
arranged  by  State,  thereunder  by  judicial  district,  and 
diereunder  chronologically.  The  letters  from  U.S. 
attorneys,  1839-45  (2  vols.,  4  in.),  report  on  suits 
instituted,  decided,  or  pending  in  various  judicial 
districts.  Included  are  letters  from  Iowa  Territory 
and  Louisiana.  Letters  transmitting  performance 
reports  from  marshals  in  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and 
Missouri  are  among  die  letters  received  from  U.S. 
marshals,  1839-45  (2  vols.,  4  in.);  and  transmittal 
letters  from  clerks  in  Arkansas,  Iowa  Territory, 
Louisiana,  and  Missouri  are  part  of  the  letters 
received  from  U.S.  clerks  of  court,  1839-45  (2 
vols.,  3  in.).  The  reports  referred  to  in  these  three 
series  are  described  below  (206.71-206.73). 


206.32  Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
other  officials  of  the  Department  of  State  advising  die 
Solicitor  of  appointments  of  U.S.  attorneys  and 
marshals  are  among  the  letters  received  from  the 
State  Department,  1821-95  (1  ft.),  but  the  bulk  of 
diis  series  pertains  to  foreign  relations.  One  item  not 
concerned  with  foreign  relations,  however,  is  an  1887 
letter  relating  to  a  judgment  against  Alexander  C. 
Jones,  U.S.  consul  in  Chin  Kiang,  China,  stemming 
from  his  role  in  die  abortive  1857  sale  of  lands  widiin 
the  Fort  Ripley  Military  Reservation  in  Minnesota 
Territory.  A  considerable  amount  of  correspondence 
regarding  the  disposition  of  the  Fort  Ripley  reserva¬ 
tion  is  in  the  abandoned  military  reservation  file  in 
Record  Group  49,  Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management. 

206.33  Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
officials  of  die  Department  of  War  make  up  two 
series.  The  letters  received  from  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment,  1819-95  (8  in.),  concern  such  subjects  as  the 
transportation  of  Government  goods,  die  dieft  of 
Government  funds,  die  status  of  suits  against  delin¬ 
quent  officers,  the  status  of  suits  pending  in  court, 
lands  to  be  purchased  for  fortifications,  failures  of 
contractors  to  fulfill  contracts,  and  offers  of  compro¬ 
mise  by  some  defaulting  contractors.  Included,  for 
example,  are  papers  in  die  case  of  Capt.  R.B.  Hatch, 
who  was  held  responsible  for  funds  stolen  from  a  safe 
aboard  die  Steamer  Atlantic  during  a  trip  from  New 
Orleans  to  St.  Louis  (1865);  letters  about  die  removal 
of  sunken  Government  wrecks  from  die  Mississippi, 
Arkansas,  White,  Yazoo,  and  Red  Rivers  (1871); 
papers  about  a  contract  to  furnish  wood  to  Jefferson 
Barracks,  MO,  and  to  die  St.  Louis  Clodiing  Depot 
(1883);  and  a  letter  about  the  compromise  of  a  suit 
against  the  University  of  Minnesota  for  die  failure  to 
return  arms  and  accoutrements  belonging  to  the 
Government  (1886).  Letters  received  from  the 
Auditor  of  the  War  Department  (Second  Auditor), 
1807-95  (2  ft.),  enclose  transcripts  of  accounts  and 
related  papers  for  suits  against  defaulting  Army 
paymasters,  Indian  agents,  and  contractors;  advise 
diat  certain  accounts  have  been  closed;  request  infor¬ 
mation  on  die  status  of  suits;  transmit  applications  for 
bounties  of  ex-servicemen;  report  forgeries  of  checks; 
and  submit  offers  of  compromise. 

206.34  Several  series  of  letters  relate  to  die 
Department  of  the  Interior.  Many  of  the  letters  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  are  among  the 
letters  received  from  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  1849-95  (1  ft.),  pertain  to  timber  trespass 
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cases,  and  an  1886  document  concerns  the 
Department’s  authority  to  compromise  and  settle 
timber  depredation  cases.  Other  letters  concern  rail¬ 
roads,  including  one  1866  letter  reporting  on  the 
failure  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  to  complete  100 
miles  of  road  in  the  time  specified  by  law. 
Documents  from  1890  discuss  the  settlement  of  the 
case  of  Bernard  Larviere  of  Crookston,  MN,  who 
was  being  prosecuted  for  selling  spiritous  liquors 
within  lands  ceded  by  the  Chippewa  Indians  in  1868. 
Other  subjects  covered  are  the  appointment  of 
marshals,  district  attorneys,  and  other  receivers  of 
public  moneys;  requests  to  institute  suits  against 
delinquent  officials;  and  recommendations  regarding 
the  acceptance  of  offers  of  compromise  in  specific 
suits. 

206.35  Letters  received  from  the  Auditor  of  the 
Interior  (Third  Auditor),  1818-95  (1  ft.),  enclose 
transcripts  of  accounts,  vouchers,  and  contracts  and 
related  papers  of  defaulting  officials;  request  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  status  of  certain  cases;  and  advise  that  the 
accounts  of  certain  officials  had  been  closed.  Re¬ 
commendations  to  institute  proceedings  against  certain 
Indian  agents,  reports  on  alleged  perpetrations  of 
frauds  against  Indians,  and  queries  concerning  suits 
for  law  violations  committed  on  Indian  reservations 
are  among  the  letters  received  from  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  1838-92  (3  in.).  Letters 
received  from  the  General  Land  Office,  1821-95  (6 
in.),  transmit  copies  of  surveying  contracts,  enclose 
accounts  of  surveyors  of  public  lands,  and  report  on 
fraudulent  surveys  in  various  areas,  including  the 
State  of  Louisiana. 

206.36  The  Postmaster  General  and  other 
officials  of  the  Post  Office  Department  corresponded 
with  the  Solicitor  about  the  prosecution  of  mail 
robbers,  the  illegal  use  of  postage  stamps,  post  route 
maps,  the  official  bonds  of  postmasters,  and  recom¬ 
mendations  of  offers  of  compromise  in  specific  cases. 
Their  letters  make  up  the  letters  received  from  the 
Post  Office  Department,  1823-95  (8  in.).  Letters 
received  from  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office,  1838- 
95  (2  ft.),  discuss  die  acquisition  of  land  for  post 
office  sites,  report  on  the  amount  of  fines  collected 
for  post  office  suits;  transmit  accounts,  bonds,  and 
other  papers  for  use  in  cases  against  delinquent  post¬ 
masters  and  mail  contractors;  and  make  recommenda¬ 
tions  on  offers  of  compromise. 

206.37  Communications  from  die  Secretary  of  die 
Navy,  the  Judge  Advocate  General,  and  odier 
officials  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  make  up  die 


letters  received  from  the  Navy  Department, 
1815-95  (6  in.).  Letters  concern  suits  against  default¬ 
ing  contractors  and  delinquent  pursers  and  pay¬ 
masters,  bonds  of  Navy  Department  officials,  and 
potential  employees.  Letters  received  from  the 
Auditor  of  the  Navy  Department  (Fourth  Auditor), 
1821-94  (4  in.),  relate  primarily  to  accounts  of  Navy 
paymasters,  prize  agents,  pursers,  and  odier  officials 
of  die  Navy. 

206.38  The  largest  pre-1896  series  of  letters  from 
other  sources  is  die  relatively  extensive  miscellan¬ 
eous  letters  received,  1803-95  (14  ft.).  Composed 
of  letters  from  private  individuals,  litigants  and  their 
sureties,  and  legal  representatives  interested  in  the 
status  of  Federal  suits  or  in  Government  property 
available  for  sale,  diis  series  also  contains  letters 
received  from  Members  of  Congress,  Supreme  Court 
Justices,  and  odier  officials  of  Federal  agencies. 
Included  are  letters  from  Thomas  H.  Benton,  James 
Buchanan,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Lewis  Cass,  Daniel 
Webster,  and  other  prominent  persons.  The  letters 
are  arranged  alphabetically  by  initial  letter  of  writer’s 
surname  and  diereunder  chronologically. 

206.39  Beginning  in  1896  most  incoming  letters 
are  in  the  numerical  case  files  ("Letters  Received"), 
1896-1934  (265  ft.).  Under  die  filing  system  adopted 
in  1896,  all  incoming  letters  relating  to  an  individual 
case  or  transaction  were  grouped  togedier  to  form  a 
case  file  and  each  case  file  was  assigned  a  number 
starting  over  with  1  at  the  beginning  of  each  year. 
This  system  lasted  diree  years:  die  case  files  for 
1896  are  numbered  1-1299;  for  1897,  1-663;  and  for 
1898,  1-886.  For  die  period  from  1899  to  1934,  die 
case  files  are  numbered  consecutively,  1-29064. 
Beginning  in  1910,  copies  of  outgoing  letters  were 
incorporated  into  die  case  files.  Copies  of  outgoing 
letters  are  also  among  the  records  described  in  206.43 
and  206.45. 

206.40  Seven  indexes,  five  of  diem  maintained 
on  4-  by  6-inch  cards  and  two  in  volumes,  were 
created  to  facilitate  access  to  die  numerical  files. 
Some  informational  elements  (case  file  number,  date 
of  letter,  and  whedier  die  letter  was  received  or  sent) 
are  common  to  die  four  indexes  discussed  in  die 
following  paragraph,  and  diey  are  not  specifically 
mentioned  in  die  descriptions  of  die  individual 
indexes.  Elements  diat  are  peculiar  to  each  index, 
however,  are  noted. 

206.41  Cards  were  used  for  a  subject  index 
called  die  general  index  to  numerical  case  files, 
1911-33  (35  ft.).  The  subject  is  usually  the  name  of 
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the  principal  in  a  legal  suit,  but  it  can  also  be  the 
name  of  the  letter  writer.  In  addition  to  the  elements 
noted  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  each  entry  gives 
the  subject  of  the  letter  and  the  name  of  the  writer  or 
addressee.  The  entries  are  arranged  alphabetically  by 
subject  and  thereunder  chronologically.  A  card  index 
to  correspondence  with  Government  agencies, 
1911-34  (8  ft.),  gives  the  name  of  the  agency  and  the 
name  of  the  claimant  or  defendant.  Entries  are  ar¬ 
ranged  in  chronological  order  for  each  agency.  Cor¬ 
respondence  with  U.S.  district  attorneys,  marshals, 
clerks  of  court,  and  officials  is  identified  in  the  card 
index  to  correspondence  with  judicial  districts, 
1911-33  (7  ft.).  An  entry  in  this  index  usually  gives 
the  name  of  the  State  and  judicial  district,  the  name 
and  title  of  the  Government  official,  and  the  subject. 
Entries  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  State,  there¬ 
under  by  judicial  district,  and  thereunder  chronologi¬ 
cally.  A  card  index  to  correspondence  with  private 
individuals  and  corporations,  1911-33  (3  ft.),  gives 
the  name  of  the  person  or  firm,  and  the  subject. 

206.42  A  numerical  index  to  case  files,  1896- 
1934  (4  vols.,  6  in.),  usually  gives  the  following 
information  for  each  case:  number  and  title  of  case, 
from  whom  received,  State,  and  date  received.  The 
index  is  arranged  numerically:  1-1299  for  1896, 
1-663  for  1897,  1-886  for  1898,  and  1-29064  for 
1899-1934.  A  partial  index  to  case  files,  1911-33  (1 
vol.,  1  in.),  which  is  arranged  alphabetically  by  name 
of  case,  covers  files  numbered  14000-23000,  with 
gaps.  Each  entry  gives  the  name  and  number  of  the 
case.  Also  arranged  alphabetically,  but  by  name  of 
individual  or  firm,  is  a  card  index  to  Case  File 
13800,  1911-34  (1  ft.),  designated  as  "Bonds,  Con¬ 
tracts,  or  Leases  Returned."  Each  card  gives  the 
name  of  the  individual  or  firm  involved,  dates  of 
correspondence,  and  a  brief  designation  of  the  office 
to  which  the  bond,  contract,  or  lease  was  returned. 

206.43  Copies  of  the  Solicitor’s  replies  to  most  of 
the  letters  described  in  the  preceding  paragraphs  are 
found  in  the  main  series  of  letters  sent,  Jan.  1, 
1821-Jan.  31,  1934  (198  vols.  and  unbound  papers, 
49  ft.).  In  addition  to  letters,  this  series  includes 
copies  of  opinions  and  other  outgoing  communica¬ 
tions  addressed  to  individuals,  firms,  and  agencies 
with  whom  the  Solicitor  corresponded.  Letter  book 
volumes  numbered  1-61,  from  January  1,  1821, 
through  September  24,  1869,  are  labeled  "Letters  on 
Debts  and  Suits,"  and  volumes  numbered  62-91,  for 
the  period  through  June  30,  1916,  are  labeled 
"Letters  Written. "  For  the  period  from  January  1867 


to  October  1889,  copies  of  letters  sent  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were  segregated  and  assem¬ 
bled  in  volumes  numbered  56,  57,  60,  64,  66,  70, 
75,  79,  82,  86,  90,  95,  98,  102,  105,  108,  112,  and 
115.  Letters  in  volumes  24,  25,  and  33  are  recorded 
in  a  register  of  letters  sent.  Mar.  28-Nov.  1,  1845; 
Jan.  1-30,  1851  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  which  usually  gives 
the  following  information  for  each  letter:  date,  to 
whom  written,  address,  subject,  list  of  enclosures, 
and  volume  and  page  where  the  letter  was  copied  into 
the  letter  book.  The  volume  is  labeled  "Register  of 
Letters  Written."  Some  letters,  1866-74,  are  record¬ 
ed  in  a  register  described  in  206.45.  Most  of  the 
bound  material  is  indexed  within  each  volume  and  is 
also  listed  in  the  records  described  below  (206.45- 
206.46).  Material  dated  after  1910  can  be  located  by 
using  the  indexes  described  in  206.41. 

206.44  Copies  of  some  letters  sent,  including 
various  form  letters,  were  maintained  as  separate 
series.  One  such  series  is  letters  relating  to  suits  on 
duty  bonds,  Aug.  25,  1830-Dec.  7,  1843  (7  vols.,  2 
ft.),  sent  by  the  Solicitor’s  Office  to  U.S.  district 
attorneys,  marshals,  clerks  of  court,  and  other 
officials;  many  of  these  are  replies  to  incoming  letters 
described  in  206.29.  The  letters  in  each  volume  are 
arranged  chronologically,  and  each  volume  contains 
an  alphabetical  index  by  name  of  addressee.  Letters 
relating  to  lands,  May  20,  1830-Sept.  16,  1842  (1 
vol.,  2  in.),  sent  by  the  Solicitor  to  U.S.  district 
attorneys,  marshals,  collectors,  and  other  officials, 
request  information  or  advise  the  addressees  on  the 
sale  and  leasing  of  land  owned  by  the  United  States, 
on  the  preparation  of  deeds  and  titles  for  such  land, 
on  the  disposition  of  land  acquired  in  payment  of 
debts  to  the  U.S.  Government,  and  on  similar 
matters.  The  letters  are  arranged  chronologically 
within  the  volume  and  indexed  alphabetically  by 
name  of  addressee. 

206.45  The  series  of  draft  copies  of  letters  sent, 
May  13,  1820-Oct.  3,  1911  (120  ft.),  contains  some 
early  letters  not  found  elsewhere  in  this  record  group, 
but  the  letters  dated  after  May  23,  1821,  duplicate 
those  in  the  three  series  of  letters  sent  already 
described  (206.43,  206.44).  Endorsements  on  the 
draft  copies,  however,  often  indicate  the  volume  and 
page  of  the  letter  book  into  which  a  particular  letter 
was  copied.  Beginning  in  March  1848,  letters  are 
numbered  consecutively  for  each  year;  later,  they  are 
numbered  for  each  month.  These  draft  letters  are 
arranged  chronologically  and  assigned  a  number  by 
date  of  letter  written.  Some  of  these  letters  and  the 
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corresponding  copies  in  the  letter  books  are  recorded 
in  a  register  of  letters  sent,  June  1,  1866-June  29, 
1868;  Aug.  3,  1870-May  11,  1874  (3  vols.,  3  in.). 
The  chronologically  arranged  entries  usually  give  the 
following  information  for  each  letter:  date  written, 
number  indicating  the  order  in  which  the  letter  was 
filed  and  also  the  order  in  which  it  was  copied  into 
the  letter  book,  brief  summary  of  contents,  and 
addressee’s  name,  title,  and  residence.  These  draft 
letters  are  also  listed  in  the  indexes  described  below. 

206.46  A  name  index  to  letters  sent,  Jan.  1, 
1861-Dec.  31,  1910  (16  vols.,  4  ft.),  covers  letters 
included  in  the  numerical  files  (206.39),  and  those 
described  in  206.43  and  206.45.  The  following 
information  is  usually  given  for  each  letter:  date 
written,  name  and  title  of  addressee,  and  subject. 
Case  file  numbers  are  given  for  letters  dated  after 
1895.  Numbers  in  the  left-hand  margin  indicate  the 
order  in  which  the  draft  copies  were  filed  and  also 
the  order  in  which  they  were  copied  into  the  letter 
books.  Most  of  the  volumes  are  labeled  "Register  of 
Letters  Written."  The  entries  in  each  volume  are 
arranged  chronologically  and  thereunder  alphabet¬ 
ically  by  surname  if  the  addressee  was  a  private 
individual;  by  State  and  judicial  district  if  the  ad¬ 
dressee  was  a  U.S.  district  attorney,  marshal,  or  clerk 
of  court;  and  by  name  of  agency  for  other  Govern¬ 
ment  officials.  Covering  portions  of  the  same  three 
series  is  a  name  and  subject  index  to  letters  sent, 
May  1,  1873-June  30,  1901  (8  vols.,  2  ft.),  which 
gives  the  following  information  for  each  letter:  date 
written,  name  of  principal,  subject,  brief  summary  of 
contents,  and  name  and  title  of  addressee.  Case  file 
numbers  are  also  given  for  letters  dated  after  1895. 
Entries  are  arranged  chronologically  in  each  volume 
and  thereunder  alphabetically  by  name  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  or  subject. 

206.47  In  the  1840’s  die  Office  of  the  Solicitor 
began  maintaining  separate  series  of  form  letters  sent 
to  various  officials.  The  letters  in  each  series  are 
arranged  chronologically.  Since  diese  letters  are 
relatively  routine  only  brief  descriptions  are  provided: 

1.  Letters  to  Incoming  Attorneys,  1849-54  (1 
vol.,  2  in.).  These  inform  newly  appointed  attorneys 
that  their  predecessors  have  been  instructed  to 
transfer  to  them  all  bonds,  notes,  securities  books, 
and  papers  belonging  to  the  office.  The  volume 
contains  an  alphabetical  index  by  name  of  attorney. 

2.  Letters  to  Attorneys,  Concerning  Office 
Regulations,  Mar.  8,  1849-Oct.  4,  1849  (1  vol.,  1 


in.).  The  volume  contains  an  alphabetical  index  by 
name  of  attorney. 

3.  Letters  to  Attorneys,  Transmitting  War¬ 
rants  Remitting  Penalties,  1848-56  (1  vol.,  3  in.). 
These  authorize  U.S.  district  attorneys  to  dismiss 
specific  suits  on  payment  of  court  costs  and  other 
expenses.  The  volume  contains  an  alphabetical  index 
by  name  of  principal. 

4.  Letters  to  Incoming  Marshals,  1849-57  (1 
vol.,  2  in.).  These  apprise  newly  appointed  marshals 
that  their  predecessors  have  been  instructed  to 
transfer  the  records  of  the  office  to  them  and  request 
that  an  inventory  of  the  office  property  be  prepared 
and  sent  to  the  Solicitor.  The  volume  contains  an 
alphabetical  index  by  name  of  marshal. 

5.  Letters  to  the  First  Comptroller  and  the 
Postmaster  General,  Transmitting  Bonds,  1846-61 
(2  vols.,  4  in.).  One  volume  contains  an  alphabetical 
index  by  name  of  bonded  official. 

6.  Letters  to  Collectors,  Receivers,  and  Post¬ 
masters,  Acknowledging  Receipt  of  Bonds,  1846-61 
(2  vols.,  4  in.).  One  volume  contains  an  alphabetical 
index  by  name  of  bonded  official. 

7.  Letters  to  Collectors,  Receivers,  and  Post¬ 
masters,  Requesting  New  Bonds,  1846-50  (2  vols., 
3  in.).  These  include  instructions  on  how  to  execute 
new  official  bonds. 

206.48  Printed  copies  of  rules  and  regulations 
for  U.S.  district  attorneys,  clerks,  marshals,  and 
collectors,  1830, 1848, 1870  (1/2  in.),  were  issued  to 
those  officials  to  provide  guidelines  for  the  conduct  of 
their  duties.  Included  are  copies  of  forms  that  were 
used  for  reporting  certain  kinds  of  information  to  the 
Solicitor. 


Legal  Opinions  and  Briefs,  1820-1933 

206.49  It  was  customary  for  the  Attorney 
General,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  heads  of 
other  Government  departments  to  ask  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury  to  interpret  complex  legislation  or  to 
answer  questions  on  matters  affecting  die  administra¬ 
tion  of  their  respective  departments.  To  assist  the 
Solicitor  in  fulfilling  this  function,  the  Office  of  the 
Solicitor  maintained  a  well-selected  law  library. 
Listed  below  with  a  minimum  of  detail  are  selected 
series  of  opinions  issued  before  1913  and  related 
reference  materials.  Unless  otherwise  noted,  diese 
records  are  chronologically  arranged. 
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1.  Opinions  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
Apr.  19,  1841-June  19,  1844;  Dec.  30,  1841-Feb. 
24,  1853;  June  4,  1861-Dec.  24,  1864;  Apr.  29, 
1869-Aug.  19,  1870  (4  vols.,  8  in.).  The  volume 
dated  1841-53  includes  two  reports  on  die  organiza¬ 
tion  and  operation  of  the  Solicitor’s  Office.  Each 
volume  contains  an  index  by  subject  and  by  name  of 
addressee.  Other  opinions  are  in  the  main  series  of 
letters  sent  (206.43). 

2.  Opinions  of  the  U.S.  Attorney  General, 
Mar.  27,  1820-May  18,  1831  (1  vol.,  1  in.).  Most 
of  these  deal  with  matters  of  interest  to  the  Solicitor, 
and  some  of  them  were  requested  by  the  Solicitor. 
Included  are  a  few  opinions  of  Chief  Justice  John 
Marshall. 

3.  Opinions  of  the  Assistant  Attorney  Gener¬ 
al  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  Mar.  18,  1892- 
Oct.  24,  1903  (1  vol.,  2  in.).  Volume  3  of  a  set  of 
printed  opinions;  indexed  by  subject. 

4.  Opinions  of  the  Attorney  General,  the 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  and  District  Attorneys, 
1861-83  (3  vols.,  6  in.).  Copies  of  legal  opinions; 
each  volume  is  indexed  by  subject. 

5.  Legal  Opinions  Prepared  for  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  1861-63,  1865-70  (2  vols.,  3 
in.).  The  first  volume  is  labeled  "Letters  to  die 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury";  the  second,  "Opinions  of 
the  Solicitor  to  die  Secretary  of  die  Treasury  on  Boats 
and  Shipping."  The  second  volume  includes  an 
alphabetical  index  by  name  of  addressee. 

6.  Digest  of  Opinions  of  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury,  1880-1912  (2  vols.,  2  in.).  Printed  copies 
arranged  alphabetically  by  subject. 

7.  Briefs,  1903-32  (2  ft.).  Chronologically 
arranged  briefs  and  memorandums  on  a  variety  of 
subjects  related  to  die  work  of  die  Solicitor  as  well  as 
on  such  subjects  as  liability  of  sureties,  bonds, 
contracts,  deposits  by  disbursing  officers,  and  distress 
warrants.  Indexed  by  a  card  index  to  briefs,  1903- 
32  (5  in.),  arranged  alphabetically  by  title.  Compiled 
on  3-  by  5-inch  cards,  each  entry  gives  die  title  and 
date  of  the  brief. 

Indexes,  Registers,  Related  Case  Files, 
and  Suit  Papers 

206.50  The  letters,  reports,  and  other  communi¬ 
cations  received  in  the  Solicitor’s  Office  were  used  to 
compile  numerous  indexes  and  registers  diat  were 
maintained  to  keep  the  Solicitor  informed  on  die 
status  or  progress  of  the  various  types  of  suits  diat 


were  being  tried  in  the  many  judicial  districts  of  the 
Nation.  Until  the  late  1920’s  every  important  action 
diat  affected  the  progress  of  a  suit  from  its  inception 
to  its  termination  was  entered  in  the  proper  register. 
The  result  was  the  creation  of  18  series  of  registers, 
10  separate  indexes,  and  2  sets  of  dockets.  Most,  but 
not  all,  of  these  control  series  contain  entries  for 
areas  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  The  relevant 
series  are  described  below  in  varying  degrees  of 
detail. 

206.51  Two  relatively  large  indexes  cover  part, 
or  all,  of  six  series  of  registers.  Entries  in  both 
indexes  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
defendant.  A  general  index  of  suits,  1869-86  (4 
vols.,  1  ft.),  usually  gives  the  following  information 
for  each  suit:  date  suit  was  initiated,  name  of  defend¬ 
ant,  State  and  judicial  district,  amount  sued  for,  dis¬ 
position,  and  volume  and  page  of  register  where  the 
suit  is  recorded.  A  judgment  index,  1866-92  (5 
vols.,  2  ft.),  covers  judgments  in  suits  in  which  the 
United  States  was  a  party.  Usually  given  for  each 
suit  is  the  following:  defendant’s  name.  State  and  ju¬ 
dicial  district  where  suit  originated,  whether  tried  in 
district  or  circuit  court,  judgment  or  amount  of  fine, 
date  judgment  was  issued,  amount  collected,  and  page 
where  suit  is  recorded.  Closely  related  in  content 
and  coverage  is  an  index  to  judgments  by  judicial 
districts,  1866-75  (2  vols.,  2  in.),  in  which  the 
entries  are  arranged  by  State,  thereunder  by  judicial 
district,  and  diereunder  by  name  of  defendant.  The 
general  index  and  die  judgment  index  relate  to  reg¬ 
isters  of  suits  dealing  with  customhouse  bonds;  mis¬ 
cellaneous  litigations;  post  office  civil  and  criminal 
cases;  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  in  customs 
cases;  and  Treasury  transcripts.  These  registers  and 
related  records  are  described  below  (206.52-206.59). 

206.52  Beginning  with  volume  8,  die  register  of 
suits  brought  on  customhouse  bonds,  1829-1911 
(15  vols.,  4  ft.),  includes  entries  for  judicial  districts 
west  of  die  Mississippi,  primarily  in  California,  Iowa, 
Louisiana,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  and  Texas.  The 
entries  for  each  suit  usually  give  the  following:  date 
suit  was  commenced,  whedier  tried  in  district  or  cir¬ 
cuit  court,  name  of  defendant,  description  and  dates 
of  bond,  amount  sued  for,  and  final  disposition. 

206.53  Suits  dealing  with  cases  in  which  the 
United  States  sued  for  debts  due  on  contracts  and  for 
damage  to  property,  as  well  as  suits  in  equity  and  on 
actions  of  ejectment  are  recorded  in  a  register  of 
miscellaneous  suits,  1834-48,  1855-1914  (19  vols., 
4  ft.).  Also  covered  are  cases  in  which,  directly  or 
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indirectly,  the  Government  had  an  interest.  No  case 
files  were  set  up  for  this  class  of  miscellaneous  suits, 
although  related  letters  are  found  in  both  letters 
received  (206.29)  and  letters  sent  (206.43).  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  two  indexes  previously  mentioned  are 
separately  bound  indexes  for  volumes  3,  4,  and  5, 
and  volumes  8-19  are  covered  by  an  index  to  miscel¬ 
laneous  suits,  1881-1914  (2  vols.,  3  in.),  in  which 
the  entries  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
principal. 

206.54  A  register  of  post  office  suits— civil 
dockets,  1870-1925  (3  vols.,  1  ft.),  records  suits 
against  defaulting  postmasters,  contractors,  and  others 
for  debts  due  the  Post  Office  Department.  The 
following  information  is  usually  given  for  each  suit: 
name  of  defendant,  State  and  judicial  district  where 
suit  originated,  name  of  post  office,  amount  of 
indebtedness,  judgment,  amount  collected,  and  brief 
summary  of  progress  of  the  suit.  After  1896  suits  are 
often  identified  by  case  file  numbers  derived  from  the 
numerical  case  files  (206.39).  This  register  is 
recorded  in  volumes  numbered  6,  9,  and  10;  entries 
are  arranged  chronologically  by  the  date  the  suit  was 
initiated.  A  separate  general  index  to  post  office 
suits— civil  dockets,  1870-1925  (2  vols.,  4  in.)  also 
was  maintained  for  this  register.  The  first  volume  of 
the  index  covers  register  volumes  6  and  9,  and  the 
second  volume  covers  register  volume  10.  Although 
the  format  of  the  two  index  volumes  varies  some¬ 
what,  both  of  the  volumes  provide  alphabetical  name 
indexes  to  the  defendants  and  the  post  offices 
involved.  The  following  information  is  usually  given 
for  each  defendant:  name  and  official  title,  State  and 
judicial  district,  and  volume  and  page  of  the  register 
where  the  suit  is  recorded.  Information  given  for 
each  post  office  is  location  by  name  of  city  and  State 
and  the  appropriate  citation  to  the  register. 

206.55  Suits  for  penal  offenses  against  postal 
laws  are  recorded  in  a  register  of  post  office 
suits— criminal  dockets,  1870-1925  (6  vols.,  2  ft.). 
The  following  information  is  usually  given  for  each 
suit:  name  of  defendant,  date  suit  was  initiated,  State 
and  judicial  district  where  suit  originated,  post  office, 
nature  of  offense,  disposition,  and  brief  summary  of 
the  progress  of  the  suit.  Entries  are  arranged  by 
State,  thereunder  by  judicial  district,  and  thereunder 
chronologically  by  date  the  suit  was  initiated;  entries 
are  included  for  both  Oklahoma  and  Indian  Territory. 
The  volumes  are  numbered  7-12,  and  all  contain 
name  indexes  except  volume  12,  which  includes  a 
State  index.  In  addition,  volumes  7  and  8  of  this 


series  are  also  covered  by  a  mjudgment  index  to  post 
office  suits,  1870-89  (2  vols.,  4  in.),  which  covers 
volumes  6  and  9  of  the  register  of  civil  suits  (206.54) 
as  well.  Information  usually  given  for  each  suit  is  as 
follows:  name  of  defendant.  State  and  judicial  dis¬ 
trict  where  suit  originated,  whether  tried  in  district  or 
circuit  court,  nature  of  offense,  judgment  or  fine, 
date  of  judgment,  amount  collected,  and  volume  and 
page  where  the  suit  is  recorded  in  the  criminal  and 
civil  dockets. 

206.56  Also  covered  by  the  general  and  judgment 
indexes  is  the  register  of  suits  brought  for  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  1830-1923  (15  vols.,  3 
ft.).  Information  given  for  each  suit  usually  includes 
the  following:  number  assigned  to  suit,  name  of 
attorney,  whether  tried  in  district  or  circuit  court, 
name  of  customs  collector,  nature  of  suit,  act  under 
which  prosecution  was  instituted,  amount  of  penalty 
or  forfeiture,  date  and  amount  of  judgment,  date  and 
amount  of  collection,  with  whom  deposited,  and 
general  remarks.  Entries  are  arranged  chronologi¬ 
cally  through  1865;  thereafter  the  arrangement  is,  for 
the  most  part,  numerical  by  number  of  suit.  Volumes 
6-12  have  separately  bound  alphabetical  indexes  to 
names  of  defendants.  The  documents  listed  in  this 
register  are  among  the  customs  suit  papers  discussed 
in  the  next  paragraph.  Information  about  the  disposi¬ 
tion  of  goods  seized,  the  collection  of  fines  levied, 
and  similar  matters  is  found  in  the  register  of 
executions  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures, 
1837-39,  1857-59  (2  vols.,  3  in.),  containing  entries 
arranged  by  State,  thereunder  by  judicial  district,  and 
thereunder  chronologically  by  the  date  of  receipt. 
Included  are  entries  for  Arkansas,  California,  Iowa, 
Louisiana,  Missouri,  and  Texas.  The  volume  for 
1837-39  is  labeled  "Statement  of  Executions  in 
Charge  of  Marshals. " 

206.57  For  some  of  the  lawsuits  handled  by  his 
Office,  the  Solicitor  maintained  special  reference  case 
files  or  suit  papers  that  were  formed  by  withdrawing 
documents  from  the  various  series  of  incoming  mater¬ 
ial.  Reports,  letters,  and  related  papers  concerning 
cases  arising  from  the  enforcement  of  customs  laws 
and  navigation  regulations  constitute  the  customs  suit 
papers,  1845-91  (14  ft.),  consisting  in  large  part  of 
documents  withdrawn  from  die  records  described  in 
206.29.  Arranged  alphabetically  by  State,  thereunder 
by  judicial  district,  thereunder  numerically,  these  re¬ 
cords  include  papers  for  Arkansas,  California,  Iowa, 
Louisiana,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Oregon,  and  Texas. 
Some  cases  contain  briefs,  affidavits,  exhibits,  and 
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other  types  of  documentary  evidence;  others  are 
merely  reported  by  U.S.  attorneys  as  having  been 
instituted  in  the  district  court,  with  brief  indications 
of  the  nature  and  basis  of  the  claim.  One  of  the  more 
complete  files  relates  to  an  1876  case  tried  in  the 
U.S.  District  Court  of  Oregon  involving  the  Schooner 
Ocean  Spray ,  which  had  been  seized  for  revenue 
violations.  Among  the  papers  in  the  file  are  state¬ 
ments  made  by  Indian  crew  members  from  British 
Columbia. 

206.58  Some  of  the  customs  suit  papers  are 
recorded  in  a  register  of  suits  against  officers  and 
agents  of  the  Government,  1858-95  (8  vols.,  2  ft.), 
which  covers  suits  in  which  the  United  States  was  not 
a  party  but  had  an  interest.  Many  of  these  are 
against  collectors  of  customs  for  recovery  of  alleged 
excessive  duties  paid  on  imports.  The  following 
information  is  usually  given  for  each  suit:  case  num¬ 
ber,  date  suit  was  initiated,  name  of  defendant,  nature 
of  claim,  and  brief  summary  of  the  progress  of  die 
suit.  Most  of  the  volumes  of  this  register  relate  to 
suits  in  New  York  State,  but  volume  6  concerns  suits 
originating  in  other  States,  including  California, 
Louisiana,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  Oregon, 
Texas,  Utah,  and  Washington.  Volume  6  is  covered 
by  an  index  to  issues  tried  in  customs  suits,  1891- 
93  (1  vol.,  1  in.),  which  lists  the  issues  or  com¬ 
modities  that  gave  rise  to  the  customs  suits.  The 
following  information  is  given  for  each:  name  of 
article  or  commodity,  name  of  party  involved,  date  of 
verdict,  judicial  district,  and  volume  and  page  where 
the  suit  is  recorded.  Entries  are  arranged  chronolo¬ 
gically  by  date  of  verdict. 

206.59  The  final  series  covered  by  the  general 
and  judgment  indexes  is  die  docket  of  suits  on 
Treasury  transcripts,  1851-1928  (10  vols.,  3  ft.), 
relating  to  suits  brought  by  the  Solicitor  against 
defaulters  and  odier  Federal  officials  against  whom 
outstanding  balances  were  found  by  die  accounting 
officers.  The  following  information  is  usually  given 
for  each  suit:  date  suit  was  instituted,  name  of  party 
involved,  nature  and  amount  of  suit,  date  and  amount 
of  judgment,  dates  of  execution  and  return,  amount 
collected,  and  brief  statement  of  die  progress  of  die 
suit.  Volumes  1,  2,  and  6  are  labeled  "Suits  in 
Which  the  United  States  is  a  Party  or  has  an 
Interest."  Entries  in  the  docket  are  arranged  by 
State,  thereunder  by  judicial  district,  and  diereunder 
chronologically  by  date  of  institution  of  suit;  die 
volumes  do  not  appear  to  include  entries  for  Arizona, 
North  and  Soudi  Dakota,  Oklahoma  or  Indian 


Territory,  or  Wyoming.  In  addition  to  being  covered 
by  the  general  and  judgment  indexes,  some  of  the 
volumes  have  separately  bound  indexes.  Suits 
recorded  in  docket  volumes  3-10  are  also  covered  by 
a  general  index  to  suits  on  Treasury  transcripts, 
1766-1928  (2  vols.,  4  in.),  which  usually  gives  the 
following  information  for  each  suit:  name  of  princi¬ 
pal,  State  and  judicial  district  where  the  suit  was 
instituted,  and  docket  volume  and  page  where  inform¬ 
ation  on  a  particular  suit  is  recorded.  Entries  are 
arranged  alphabetically  by  the  name  of  the  principal 
involved  in  each  suit.  This  index  also  covers  some  of 
the  letters,  reports,  abstracts,  and  other  papers 
making  up  Treasury  transcript  suits,  1830-1900  (40 
ft.).  The  letters  and  other  documentary  evidence  re¬ 
lating  to  individual  cases  were  originally  in  the  series 
described  in  206.29.  The  suits  are  arranged  alphabet¬ 
ically  by  State,  thereunder  by  judicial  district,  and 
thereunder  alphabetically  by  name  of  principal.  With 
the  exception  of  Indian  Territory,  all  States  and 
Territories  are  represented  in  this  series. 

206.60  A  register  of  suits  against  banks, 
1820-45  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  shows  date  that  the  suit  was 
instituted,  name  of  attorney,  name  and  location  of 
bank,  names  of  sureties,  amount  due,  nature  of  debt, 
amount  recovered,  and  gives  a  brief  statement  of  the 
progress  of  the  suit.  Entries  are  arranged  chronolog¬ 
ically  by  the  date  that  the  suit  was  instituted.  Letters, 
reports,  and  other  communications  relating  to  suits 
brought  against  the  Bank  of  Missouri  and  other  banks 
for  balances  due  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
make  up  the  series  of  bank  cases,  1836-48  (1  ft.). 
Most  of  the  banks  were  unable  to  pay  specie  for  U.S. 
notes  on  demand  and,  in  other  respects,  did  not  fulfill 
their  obligations  to  the  Government.  This  series  was 
as-sembled  from  documents  withdrawn  from  the 
records  described  in  206.29. 

206.61  Land  suits  in  which  the  United  States  was 
an  interested  party  are  recorded  in  a  register  of  suits 
relating  to  lands,  1829-54  (1  vol.,  2  in.).  Usually 
given  for  each  suit  is  the  following:  date  instituted, 
attorney’s  name,  judicial  district,  name  of  party 
involved,  amount  of  land,  nature  of  suit,  date  of 
judgment,  and  brief  statement  of  the  suit’s  progress. 
Entries  are  arranged  by  State,  thereunder  by  judicial 
district,  and  thereunder  chronologically  by  date  the 
suit  was  instituted.  Included  are  entries  for  Arkansas, 
California,  Louisiana,  Missouri,  and  Texas.  Letters, 
reports,  memorandums,  deeds  of  assignment,  land 
descriptions,  and  other  papers  relating  to  some  of  the 
suits  recorded  in  the  register  are  found  in  the  series 
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of  land  suits,  1829-80  (6  ft.).  These  records  concern 
lands  conveyed  to  the  United  States  in  payment  of 
debts,  the  sale  of  these  lands,  and  the  preparation  of 
deeds.  Many  of  the  lawsuits  originated  in  Florida 
and  Louisiana  and  involved  confirmation  of  title  by 
U.S.  courts  of  Spanish  and  French  land  grants. 
Included  are  a  few  suits  concerning  trespasses  on 
public  land.  The  documents,  which  were  withdrawn 
from  records  described  in  206.29,  are  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically  by  State,  thereunder  by  judicial  district,  and 
thereunder  usually  chronologically  but  occasionally 
alphabetically  or  numerically.  Other  States  represent¬ 
ed  include  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  Nebraska. 

206.62  Suits  arising  from  the  confiscation  of 
property  during  the  Civil  War  period  are  recorded  in 
a  register  of  confiscation  suits,  1861-67  (2  vols.,  5 
in.),  which  in  most  cases  gives  the  following  in¬ 
formation  for  each  suit:  date  suit  was  initiated,  name 
of  district  attorney  and  judicial  district,  description  of 
property,  and  name  of  owner,  judgment,  and  general 
remarks.  Entries  are  arranged  by  State,  thereunder 
by  judicial  district,  and  diereunder  by  date  the  suit 
was  initiated.  Among  the  States  and  Territories  rep¬ 
resented  are  Arizona,  Arkansas,  California,  Kansas, 
Louisiana,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  and  New  Mexico. 
The  first  volume  of  the  register  is  covered  by  an 
index  to  register  of  confiscation  suits,  1861-67  (1 
vol.,  1  in.),  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
property  owner. 

206.63  Other  indexes  and  registers  found  in  this 
record  group  are  listed  below.  Most  of  the  titles  are 
self-explanatory. 

1.  General  Index  of  Public  Debtors,  1820-68 
(1  vol.,  4  in.).  Arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
debtor. 

2.  Register  of  Customhouse  Bonds  Reported 
for  Prosecution,  1867-1909  (5  vols.,  1  ft.).  Ar¬ 
ranged  chronologically;  indexed  widiin  each  volume 
by  name  of  principal. 

3.  Register  of  Receipts  Collected  on  Custom¬ 
house  Bonds  and  for  Fines,  Penalties,  and  Forfei¬ 
tures,  1830-35  (1  vol.,  1  in.).  Arranged  numerically 
by  number  of  receipt. 

4.  Register  of  Suits  in  Prize,  1861-65, 
1898-99  (2  vols.,  5  in.).  Arranged  by  State,  includ¬ 
ing  California,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri. 

5.  Register  of  Miscellaneous  Suits  Arising  in 
Various  Departments  of  the  Government,  1855-62 
(1  vol.,  2  in.),  maintained  in  compliance  widi  a 
Presidential  order  issued  July  16,  1855.  Arranged 


chronologically  by  date  suit  was  initiated,  and 
indexed  within  the  volume. 

6.  Register  of  Suits  Against  Sundry  Persons, 
1791-1855  (8  vols.,  2  ft.).  Entries  widiin  each 
volume  are  arranged  chronologically,  and  all  volumes 
except  4  and  7  are  indexed. 

7.  Dockets  for  Closed  Cases,  1887-94,  1925- 
29  (2  vols.,  4  in.).  Arranged  chronologically  and 
indexed  within  each  volume  by  name  of  principal. 

Other  Case  Files  and  Suit  Papers 

206.64  Closed  Cases  ("Miscellaneous"),  1812- 
1915  (12  ft.),  consist  of  letters,  reports,  briefs,  and 
other  communications  relating  to  special  topics,  as 
well  as  cases  in  suit.  These  documents  were  with¬ 
drawn  primarily  from  the  various  series  of  letters 
received  and  were  brought  together  to  form  this  series 
consisting  of  approximately  170  separate  files.  A  list 
of  the  case  files  falling  within  the  purview  of  this 
guide  is  given  in  Table  -  206.64. 

206.65  Land  and  real  property  suits  ("Revised 
Records"),  ca.  1819-1924  (7  vols.,  2  ft.),  consist  of 
brief  case  histories  of  suits  involving  land  conveyed 
to  the  United  States  in  satisfaction  of  judgments. 
This  series  is  arranged  alphabetically  by  name  of 
State,  including  Arkansas,  California,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Louisiana,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Nevada,  and 
Oregon.  Each  volume  contains  an  index  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  defendant.  Proceedings  in 
rem  ("Revised  Records"),  ca.  1845-77  (1  vol.,  2 
in.),  concern  land  acquired  by  the  Government  in 
Arkansas  and  Alabama.  The  entries  identify  die  sec¬ 
tion,  township,  and  county  where  die  land  is  located, 
provide  the  name  of  the  party  from  whom  it  was 
acquired,  and  furnish  other  related  information. 

206.66  Brief  case  histories  of  suits  brought 
against  persons  for  balances  due  the  United  States  are 
recorded  in  personal  suits  and  judgments  ("Revised 
Records"),  ca.  1850-89  (15  vols.,  3  ft.).  Arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  State,  this  series  includes 
segments  for  Arkansas,  California,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Louisiana,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Nevada,  Oregon, 
and  Texas.  Each  volume  contains  an  index  arranged 
alphabetically  by  name  of  defendant.  Similar  in 
content  are  case  histories,  ca.  1866-69  (3  vols.,  4 
in.),  recording  the  progress  made  in  suits  for  the 
recovery  of  balances  due  the  United  States.  Each 
volume  contains  an  index  arranged  alphabetically  by 
name  of  defendant. 
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206.67  A  list  of  accounts  of  post  office  officials, 
transmitted  for  suit,  ca.  1839-70  (6  vols.,  2  ft.), 
usually  provides  the  following  information  for  each 
suit:  name  and  office  of  defaulting  official,  amount 
of  debt,  date  account  was  transmitted  to  district 
attorney  for  commencement  of  suit,  brief  summary  of 
proceedings,  and  final  disposition.  Two  of  the  vol¬ 
umes  are  labeled  "Cases  in  Suit."  The  arrangement 
varies  but  is  for  the  most  part  by  judicial  district  and 
thereunder  chronological.  The  volumes  dated  1839- 
42  and  1861-70  are  indexed.  A  record  of  money 
collected  from  suits  concerning  postal  violations, 
1870-87  (2  vols.,  3  in.),  shows  name  of  defendant, 
State  and  judicial  district,  name  of  post  office, 
amount  collected  and  deposited,  date  of  deposit,  and 
with  whom  deposit  was  made.  Entries  are  arranged 
chronologically  by  date  of  deposit.  Each  volume  is 
indexed  alphabetically  by  name  of  defendant. 

206.68  Other  series  in  this  group  of  case  and  suit 
files  include  suits  under  internal  revenue  laws, 
1863-67  (4  vols.,  1  ft.),  arranged  by  State,  thereunder 
by  judicial  district,  and  thereunder  chronologically, 
and  indexed  alphabetically  within  each  volume  by 
name  of  defendant;  a  docket  of  U.S.  suits  in  various 
courts,  1849-57  (2  vols.,  4  in.),  arranged  chronolog¬ 
ically  by  date  of  commencement  of  suit  and  indexed 
alphabetically  within  each  volume  by  name  of  defend¬ 
ant;  and  a  list  of  suits  in  charge  of  U.S.  district 
attorneys,  1837-39  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  identifying  suits 
assigned  or  being  prosecuted  in  various  judicial  dis¬ 
tricts  and  containing  entries  arranged  by  State, 
including  some  for  Arkansas,  Iowa  Territory, 
Louisiana,  and  Missouri.  Entries  identifying  cases 
settled  out  of  court  are  listed  chronologically  by  date 
of  receipt  of  offer  in  a  record  of  cases  for  compro¬ 
mise,  1869-1926  (7  vols.,  2  ft.),  which  is  indexed 
alphabetically  within  each  volume  by  name  of  debtor. 
Offers  to  compromise  suits,  1911-20  (2  ft.),  provide 
a  brief  history  of  suits  offered  for  compromise, 
information  presumably  used  by  the  Solicitor  in 
preparing  his  "Annual  Report."  The  offers,  arranged 
chronologically  for  the  most  part  but  with  a  few 
arranged  alphabetically,  are  assembled  in  special 
containers  labeled  "Letters." 


Reports 

206.69  The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  had  the 
authority  to  require  both  quarterly  and  amiual  reports 
as  well  as  certain  special  reports  such  as  Uiose  on  the 


commencement  of  suits.  By  means  of  these  reports, 
the  Solicitor  was  able  to  ascertain  the  status  of  any 
given  suit.  Most  of  the  reports  described  below  were 
submitted  by  U.S.  district  attorneys,  marshals,  and 
clerks  of  court.  Informational  elements  common  to 
these  tabular  reports  are  the  following:  defendant’s 
name,  nature  of  suit,  date  commenced,  and  judgment 
or  decree.  Additional  elements  are  noted  in  the 
descriptions  of  the  reports. 

206.70  A  volume  labeled  "Returns  of  the 
Attorneys,  Marshals,  and  Clerks  of  the  District  and 
Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States,  under  the  Act  of 
May  15,  1820,"  serves  as  a  partial  register  of 
reports  received  from  U.S.  attorneys,  marshals, 
and  clerks,  1821-39  (1  vol.,  1  in.).  The  reports 
themselves  constitute  three  separate  series.  Inform¬ 
ation  provided  in  the  register  is  minimal,  usually  only 
die  date  of  receipt  of  each  report,  but  occasionally  a 
statement  about  deficiencies  or  late  arrivals  are  noted. 
Entries  are  arranged  by  State,  thereunder  by  judicial 
district,  and  diereunder  chronologically. 

206.71  The  U.S.  district  attorneys’  reports, 
1821-1905  (75  vols.  and  unbound  papers,  125  ft.), 
consist  of  annual,  term,  and  special  reports  diat  were 
submitted  to  inform  the  Solicitor  of  die  status  of  suits 
in  which  die  United  States  was  a  party  or  had  an 
interest.  In  addition  to  the  common  informational 
elements  noted  above  (206.69),  die  information  for 
each  suit  usually  includes  die  following:  amount  sued 
for,  date  of  execution,  and  present  status.  Reports 
for  the  period  1821  to  1892  are  bound,  and  the 
volumes  through  die  early  1840’s  are  identified  as 
"Attorneys  Returns."  The  reports  are  arranged  by 
State,  diereunder  by  judicial  district,  and  thereunder 
chronologically.  A  few  gaps  are  found  for  some 
judicial  districts,  but  all  die  Western  States  and 
Territories,  including  Indian  Territory,  are  represent¬ 
ed  in  the  series.  Also  available  are  reports  of  suits 
commenced,  1887-89  (3  in.),  most  of  which  were 
submitted  by  U.S.  district  attorneys.  These  reports 
are  arranged  alphabetically  by  State,  diereunder  by 
judicial  district,  and  diereunder  chronologically. 
They  include  reports  from  California,  Louisiana, 
Missouri,  Oregon,  and  Texas,  and  from  Arizona  and 
Washington  Territories.  Reports  and  correspondence 
from  attorneys  and  clerks  of  the  U.S.  district  courts 
relating  to  pending  suits  and  unsatisfied  judgments 
make  up  a  series  called  U.S.  district  attorneys’  and 
clerks’  reports  ("Old  Judgments"),  1912-21  (6  ft.). 
Although  nominally  dating  from  1912,  die  data 
provided  in  die  reports  goes  back  much  earlier,  and 
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this  series  includes  files  for  Indian  Territory,  which 
ceased  to  exist  in  1907.  The  reports  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  State,  thereunder  by  judicial  district, 
and  thereunder  chronologically. 

206.72  Through  1856  most  reports  of  U.S. 
marshals,  1821-85  (7  vols.  and  unbound  papers,  4 
ft.),  are  assembled  in  bound  volumes,  the  earliest  of 
which  are  labeled  "Marshals  Returns."  These  reports 
informed  the  Solicitor  that  proceedings  had  been 
initiated  for  suits  in  which  the  United  States  was  a 
party  or  had  an  interest.  The  entries  usually  provide 
information  on  the  present  status  of  each  suit.  The 
reports  are  arranged  by  State,  thereunder  by  judicial 
district,  and  thereunder  chronologically.  Included  are 
reports  for  all  Western  States  and  Territories  existing 
before  1885  except  Indian  Territory. 

206.73  U.S.  clerks’  reports,  1821-1929  (25  vols. 
and  unbound  papers,  90  ft.),  for  the  period  1821  to 
1880  are  in  bound  volumes.  The  volumes  through 
die  early  1840’s  are  labeled  "Clerks  Returns."  These 
term  reports  submitted  by  the  clerks  in  various 
judicial  districts  informed  die  Solicitor  of  judgments 
and  decrees  entered  in  U.S.  suits  during  die  reporting 
period  and  die  corresponding  dates  of  execution.  The 
reports  are  arranged  by  State,  thereunder  by  judicial 
district,  and  thereunder  chronologically.  Although 
there  are  a  number  of  gaps  in  die  dates  for  some 
judicial  districts,  reports  are  found  for  all  States  and 
Indian  Territory.  Special  reports  for  U.S.  clerks  of 
court,  1885  (2  in.),  informed  die  Solicitor  of  the 
amount  of  funds  in  the  account  of  U.S.  cases  as 
shown  in  die  Registry  of  die  Court.  Included  are 
materials  for  Arkansas,  California,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Louisiana,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  Nevada, 
and  Texas. 

206.74  Information  relating  to  Louisiana  is  found 
in  reports  of  Collectors  of  Customs,  1839-45  (3 
vols.,  6  in.),  which  lists  suits  that  die  U.S.  attorneys 
had  been  directed  to  institute.  The  reports  usually 
include  names  of  principals  and  sureties  and  a 
description  of  and  die  estimated  value  of  the  goods 
involved.  Also  included  are  reports  indicating  the 
amount  of  money  received  from  judgments  favorable 
to  the  Government.  A  small  series  of  reports  and 
letters  concern  die  number  of  judgments  and  pend¬ 
ing  cases,  1885-1913  (4  in.),  in  the  various  judicial 
districts.  Entries  in  die  reports  are  arranged  alpha¬ 
betically  by  State  and  thereunder  by  judicial  district. 
Information  concerning  Louisiana  and  Missouri  is 
included  in  a  series  of  reports  to  Congress,  1831-34 
(1  vol.,  2  in.),  relating  to  lands  acquired  by  the 


United  States  in  satisfaction  of  debts,  suits  against 
banks,  and  fees  charged  by  court  officials. 

Miscellaneous  Records 

206.75  Described  below  are  a  few  of  die  22 
series  of  housekeeping  records  of  die  Office  of  die 
Solicitor.  These  series  have  been  selected  for  discus¬ 
sion  because  diey  eidier  present  additional  informa¬ 
tion  about  matters  discussed  previously  or  contain 
information  about  officials  of  die  courts  and  other 
employees. 

206.76  The  first  such  series,  a  set  of 
chronologically  arranged  circulars,  1830-35  (1  vol., 
1  in.),  sent  to  U.S.  district  attorneys,  clerks  of  court, 
and  marshals,  includes  a  copy  of  die  act  of  1830, 
which  created  the  Office  of  the  Solicitor,  and  a  list  of 
the  State  banks  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  as  depositories  of  public  moneys.  Informa¬ 
tion  about  deposits  made  to  die  credit  of  die  U.S. 
Treasurer  as  a  result  of  suits  brought  on  Treasury 
transcripts  is  provided  in  a  record  of  deposits  made 
in  several  banks,  under  the  direction  of  the  Solici¬ 
tor,  1831-48  (1  vol.,  1  in.).  The  following  informa¬ 
tion  is  given  for  each  deposit:  date  and  amount  of 
deposit,  by  whom  made,  in  what  bank,  and  on  whose 
account. 

206.77  The  chronologically  arranged  series  of 
warrants  of  distress,  1817-60  (1  vol.,  2  in.), 
consists  of  copies  of  warrants  issued  to  marshals, 
authorizing  diem  to  collect  balances  due  die  United 
States  from  defaulting  public  officials  or  their  sureties 
by  sale  of  goods  and  personal  effects.  Included  in  die 
volume  is  an  index  arranged  alphabetically  by  name 
of  marshal.  Moneys  collected  by  the  courts  from 
clerks  as  a  result  of  suits  decided  in  the  various 
judicial  districts  are  recorded  in  a  register  of 
payments  to  courts  by  clerks,  1837-39  (1  vol.,  2 
in.).  The  following  information  is  usually  given  for 
each  suit:  name  and  nature  of  suit,  amount  and  date 
paid  into  court,  to  whom  paid,  and  court  costs  and 
net  proceeds.  Entries  are  arranged  by  State,  there¬ 
under  by  judicial  district,  diereunder  chronologically. 

206.78  Sales  and  deposits  of  money  received 
from  die  sale  of  Federal  land  and  from  judgments 
favorable  to  die  Government  are  recorded  in 
chronological  order  in  a  daybook  ("Journal"), 
1847-50  (1  vol.,  2  in.).  Usually  given  for  each 
transaction  is  die  date  and  a  description  of  die 
transaction,  die  amount  of  money  received,  and  the 
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account  to  which  it  was  credited.  Also  maintained 
was  a  ledger,  1847-50  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  similar  in 
content  to  the  daybook  but  arranged  by  type  and 
name  of  account.  Included  in  the  volume  is  an  index 
by  name  of  account. 

206.79  Personnel  records  of  interest  include  a  set 
of  chronologically  arranged  official  oaths  of  office, 
1867-87  (2  in.),  for  inspectors  of  customs,  quarantine 
inspectors,  deputy  surveyors,  and  persons  in  several 
other  minor  positions.  A  register  of  U.S.  judges, 
district  attorneys,  marshals,  clerks  of  court,  and 
depositaries  of  public  moneys,  1849-50  (1  vol.,  2 
in.),  provides  the  following  information  for  each 
official:  State  and  judicial  district  where  employed, 
name,  place  of  residence,  date  of  appointment,  and 
sometimes  date  of  retirement.  The  entries  are 
arranged  by  position  in  the  order  in  the  title  of  the 
series  and  usually  thereunder  by  State  and  thereunder 


by  judicial  district.  The  names  and  residences  of 
U.S.  judges,  U.S.  attorneys,  U.S.  marshals,  and 
clerks  in  each  judicial  district,  are  also  listed  in  a 
record  of  circuit  and  district  court  sessions  and 
name  of  officials,  1869-97  (2  ft.).  Primarily  a 
record  of  the  time  and  place  where  court  was  held, 
this  series  also  includes  a  register  showing  the  receipt 
of  reports  from  the  various  judicial  districts.  The 
series  is  composed  of  a  separate  binder  for  each  year. 
The  entries  in  each  binder  are  arranged  alphabetically 
by  State  and  thereunder  by  judicial  district.  Lastly, 
a  record  of  accounts  of  district  attorneys  and  clerks 
of  court,  1853-57  (1  vol.,  2  in.),  received  by  the 
Solicitor  shows  the  date  each  account  was  received, 
the  date  it  was  sent  to  the  Comptroller,  the  account 
number,  and  the  amount.  Entries  are  arranged  by 
State,  thereunder  by  judicial  district,  and  thereunder 
chronologically  by  the  date  received. 
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TABLE  -  206.64 

Select  List  of  Closed  Case  Files,  1812-1915 


Item  Number 

Subject 

1. 

Aetna  Indemnity  Company,  surety  on  bonds  (New  Orleans),  1911 

2. 

J.  Albrecht,  Assayer  of  the  Mint  (New  Orleans),  1882 

15. 

Bonds  and  Duty  Bonds  for  Suit  (New  Orleans  and  other  cities) 

20. 

Jehul  Brooks,  claim  regarding  Rush  Island  (Louisiana),  1846 

31. 

Central  &  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Co.,  reports,  1884 

33. 

Coe  &  Carter  (Wyoming  Territory)  and  Lutcher  &  Moore  (Louisiana), 
timber  trespass,  1889 

34. 

Counterfeiting  (Arkansas,  Iowa,  and  Others),  1851 

39. 

George  Dowder,  extradition,  1860 

42. 

Deeds  (New  Orleans,  LA,  and  St.  Louis,  MO),  1831 

59. 

S.  Hart,  violation  of  revenue  laws  (Texas),  1859 

62. 

Heroine ,  Steamer  (Louisiana),  1867 
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65. 

M.C.  Holliday  (Missouri),  1843 

67. 

Houmas  Land  Grant  (Louisiana),  1849 

68. 

David  M.  Hughes,  land  claim  (Louisiana),  1849 

69. 

Indian  Trade  Papers  (Missouri),  1826^41 

70. 

Insolvent  Debtors,  bankrupt  laws  (Louisiana  and  others),  1842 

72. 

Jasper ,  Barque,  seizure  of  cargo  enroute  to  Texas,  1863 

73. 

Jefferson  Barracks,  title  to  land  (Missouri),  1842 

82. 

Leavenworth,  Pawnee  &  Western  Railroad  Co.,  Exhibit  M~cancelled 
certificates,  1863 

85. 

Maison  Rouge  Land  Grant  (Louisiana),  1843 

88. 

James  McMaster  (Louisiana),  1860 

91. 

Mexican  Railroad  Co.  (Louisiana),  1860 

92. 

The  Monterey  Customhouse  Robbery  (California),  1852 
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97. 

Miscellaneous,  printed  briefs,  etc.  (California,  Indian  Territory,  Iowa, 
Louisiana,  Missouri,  Oregon,  Utah,  Washington),  1874 

102. 

City  of  New  Orleans,  regarding  ownership  of  U.S.  customhouse,  1839 

112. 

The  Pintado  Papers,  Louisiana  land  claim,  1840 

121. 

Red  River  Railroad  Co.  (Louisiana),  1845 

128. 

B.S.  Robert,  mixed  blood  case  (Iowa  Territory),  1844 

139. 

Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr.  (Iowa  Territory),  1843 

144. 

Steamboat  Cases  (Louisiana),  1842 

148. 

Sugar  Cases  (Iowa,  Louisiana,  Missouri),  1869 

153. 

Timber  Trespass  (Louisiana),  1889 

156. 

Lost  Treasury  Notes  (Iowa  Territory),  1842 

162. 

Winnebago  Indian  Agency  (Iowa  Territory),  1844 
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APPENDIX  A 


National  Archives  Microfilm  Publications  Cited 


Ml 98  Records  Relating  to  the  Appointment  of  Federal  Judges  and  U.S.  Marshals  for  the 

Territory  and  State  of  Washington,  1853-1902. 

M224  Records  Relating  to  the  Appointment  of  Federal  Judges,  Attorneys,  and  Marshals  for 
Oregon,  1853-1903. 

M680  Records  Relating  to  the  Appointment  of  Federal  Judges,  Attorneys,  and  Marshals  for 
the  Territory  and  State  of  Utah,  1853-1901. 

M681  Records  Relating  to  the  Appointment  of  Federal  Judges,  Attorneys,  and  Marshals  for 
the  Territory  and  State  of  Idaho,  1861-1899. 

M699  Letters  Sent  by  the  Department  of  Justice:  General  and  Miscellaneous,  1818-1904.* 

M700  Letters  Sent  by  the  Department  of  Justice  Concerning  Judiciary  Expenses,  1849-1884.* 

M701  Letters  Sent  by  the  Department  of  Justice:  Instructions  to  U.S.  Attorneys  and  Marshals, 

1867-1904. 

M702  Letters  Sent  by  the  Department  of  Justice  to  Executive  Officers  and  Members  of  Congress, 
1871-1904. 

M703  Letters  Sent  by  the  Department  of  Justice  to  Judges  and  Clerks,  1874-1904. 

M940  Letters  Received  by  the  Department  of  Justice  From  the  State  of  Louisiana,  1871-1884. 

M1085  Investigative  Case  Files  of  the  Bureau  of  Investigation,  1908-1922. 

M1418  Letters  Received  by  the  Department  of  Justice  From  the  State  of  Arkansas,  1871-1884. 

M1449  Letters  Received  by  the  Department  of  Justice  From  the  State  of  Texas,  1871-1884. 

M1535  Letters  Received  by  the  Department  of  Justice  From  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  1871-1884. 

M1619  McNeil  Island  Penitentiary  Records  of  Prisoners  Received,  1887-1951. 

T326  Letters  From  and  Opinions  of  the  Attorneys  General,  1791-1811.* 

T412  Opinions  of  the  Attorney  General,  1817-1832.* 

T577  Index  to  Names  of  U.S.  Marshals,  1789-1960.* 


*  Asterisks  identify  publications  available  at  all  regional  archives.  Of  these,  only  T577  is 
available  at  National  Archives-Pittsfield  Region. 
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APPENDIX  B 


List  of  Regional  Archives 


♦  National  Archives— New  England  Region 

380  Trapelo  Road 

Waltham,  MA  02154 

♦  National  Archives— Pittsfield  Region 

100  Dan  Fox  Drive 

Pittsfield,  MA  01201 

(No  accessioned  records,  only  microfilm  related  to  genealogy) 

♦  National  Archives— Northeast  Region 

201  Varick  Street 

New  York,  New  York  10014 

♦  National  Archives— Mid  Atlantic  Region 

9th  and  Market  Streets,  Room  1350 
Philadelphia,  PA  19107 

♦  National  Archives— Southeast  Region 

1557  St.  Joseph  Avenue 

East  Point,  GA  30344 

♦  National  Archives— Great  Lakes  Region 

7358  South  Pulaski  Road 

Chicago,  IL  60629 

♦  National  Archives— Central  Plains  Region 

2312  East  Bannister  Road 

Kansas  City,  MO  64131 

♦  National  Archives— Southwest  Region 

501  West  Felix  Street,  P.O.  Box  6216 
Ft.  Worth,  TX  76115 

♦  National  Archives— Rocky  Mountain  Region 

Building  48-Denver  Federal  Center 
Denver,  CO  80225-0307 
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APPENDIX  B  -  Continued 


♦  National  Archives— Pacific  Southwest  Region 
24000  Avila  Road 

Laguna  Niguel,  CA  92656 

♦  National  Archives— Pacific  Sierra  Region 

1000  Commodore  Drive 

San  Bruno,  CA  94066 

♦  National  Archives— Pacific  Northwest  Region 

6125  Sand  Point  Way  NE 

Seattle,  WA  98115 

♦  National  Archives— Alaska  Region 

654  West  Third  Avenue 

Anchorage,  AK  99501 
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INDEX 


Record  group  and  donated  materials  collection  titles  appear  in  boldface  type.  Numbers  in  parentheses 
refer  to  record  groups,  and  other  numbers  refer  to  paragraphs.  Numbers  ending  in  a  "T"  refer  to 
tables;  those  ending  in  "E"  refer  to  epigraphs. 


Accounting  records.  See  Fiscal  records 
Adair,  William  P.  —  205.50 
Adjutant  General’s  Office,  1780’s-1917,  Records 
of  the  (RG  94)  —  204.8 
Administrative  Division  (Justice  Department) 

Chief  Clerk,  correspondence  —  60.67 
disbursing  clerk  —  60.68 
records  —  60.67-60.70 
see  also  Justice  Department 
Aetna  Indemnity  Company,  surety  on  bonds  — 
206.64T  (no.  1) 

Alaska,  Polk  County,  land  frauds  in  —  60.90 
Albrecht,  J.  —  206. 64T  (no.  2) 

Alcatraz  penitentiary  (CA)  —  129.21,  129.25 
maps  —  129.25 
site  plans  —  129.25 
Alcohol,  rebates  of  duties  on  —  205.34 
American  Indians.  See  Indians 
American  Prison  Association  —  129.11 
Amnesties 

for  Confederate  States’  citizens  —  204.2,  204.8, 

204.27 

for  polygamy  —  204.2,  204.11-204.13 
see  also  Mormons;  Pardons 
Angel,  Frank  Warner  —  60.51 
Antitrust  cases  —  60.34,  60.93-60.94 
Antitrust  Division.  See  Justice  Department 
Apache  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

see  also  names  of  subgroups 
Applegate  [Dakubetedel  Indians,  depredation  suits 
against  —  205. 19T 

Arapaho  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Arikara  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 
Arizona 

Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
Camp  Apache,  hay  contract  investigation  — 

206.28 


Camp  Grant 

hay  contract  investigation  —  206.28 
massacre  of  Indians  near  —  60.40 
Civil  War  confiscation  lawsuits  —  206.62 
corporation  tax  laws  enforcement  in  —  118.8 
cowboy  disturbances  —  60.39 
judicial  districts  —  118.6 
Phoenix,  U.S.  attorneys’  letters  sent —  118.7 
Prescott,  U.S.  attorneys’  letters  sent  —  118.7 
prison  sentence  commutation  in  —  129.11 
territorial  penitentiary  —  129.16 
special  investigative  agents  in  —  65.11 
tuberculosis  in  penal  institutions  —  129.11 
Tucson 

Tucson  Prison  Camp  —  129.21 
U.S.  attorneys’  letters  sent  —  118.7 
U.S.  attorneys 

correspondence —  118.7-118.8 
records —  118.3-118.4 
U.S.  marshals 

appointments —  118.9 
letters  sent  —  118.9 
records —  118.3-118.4 
Arkansas 

abandoned  or  captured  property  —  205.40 
Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
Civil  War 

amnesty  records  —  204.8 
claims  cases  from  —  205.47 
confiscation  lawsuits  —  206.62 
cotton  seizure  claims  in  —  205.39 
counterfeiting  —  206. 64T  (no.  34) 
criminal  case  dockets  —  60.35 
customs  lawsuits  —  206.56-206.57 
Fort  Smith,  court  at  —  60.103 
grand  jury  criminal  dockets  —  118.11 
grand  jury  criminal  minutes  —  118.11 
Hot  Springs,  criminal  identification 
correspondence  —  65.21 
judicial  districts  —  118.10 

letters  to  Justice  Department  —  60.40 
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land  lawsuits  —  206.61 
letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  — 
205.41-205.42 

special  investigative  agents  in  —  65.11 
U.S.  attorneys 

correspondence —  118.12-118.13 
records  —  118.3-118.4 
U.S.  marshals 
fees  —  118E 

performance  reports  —  206.31 
records —  118.3-118.4 
Arkansas  &  Louisiana  Railway  Company, 
Commerce  Court  cases  —  60.93T 
The  Arkansas  Fertilizer  Company,  Commerce 
Court  case  —  60.93T 
Arkansas  River,  sunken  boats  in  —  206.33 
Armed  services 

Civil  War  pay  claims  —  205.27,  205.34, 
205.35,  205.38 

Philippine  War  pay  claims  —  205.31(4) 
Spanish-American  War  pay  claims  —  205.31(3) 
see  also  names  of  wars 
Army,  paymaster  lawsuits  —  206.33 
Assiniboine  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Assistant  Attorney  General  —  205.2,  205.6 
claims  cases,  correspondence  about  —  205.22- 
205.25 

claims  cases,  defense  preparations  —  205.4 
letters  received 

from  Government  agencies  —  205.26 
from  special  attorneys  —  205.26 
from  U.S.  attorneys  —  205.26 
Special  Assistant  Attorneys  General  — 
60.106-60.107 

see  also  Attorney  General,  Office  of  the 
Atchison  (KS)  Board  of  Trade,  Commerce  Court 
case  —  60.93T 

Atchison  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railway,  Commerce 
Court  cases  —  60.93T 
Atlanta  penitentiary  —  204.14 
costs  —  129.3 
parole  cases  —  129.16 
Atlantic  (steamboat)  —  206.33 
Attorney  in  Charge  of  Pardons.  See  Pardon 
Attorney 

Attorney  General  —  60.1-60.5,  205.2 

annual  reports  —  60.9,  65.7,  118.4,  118.55, 
204.8,  204.14,  205.8 
appointments,  Senate  confirmations  of  — 
60.100 


California  land  claims 
reports  received  —  60.27 
responsibilities  —  60.25-60.26 
claims  case  jurisdiction  suits,  reports  —  60.65 
correspondence  —  60.45 

letters  received  —  60.15-60.17,  60.76 
letters  sent  —  60.18-60.20,  60.95 
letters  to  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  —  60.19 
instructions 

on  California  land  claim  appeals  —  60.27 
for  civil  suits  —  60.58 

to  U.S.  attorneys  —  27,  58,  60,  60.20,  60.62 
to  U.S.  marshals  —  60.20,  60.62 
opinions  —  60.13,  60.37,  60.95,  206.28,  206.49 
land  title  —  60.14,  60.37 
requests  for  —  60.36 
pardon  recommendation  function  —  204.3 
payrolls  —  60.69 
records  —  60.8 
reports 

to  Congress  —  60.65 
to  Presidents  —  60.21 

Attorney  General.  Report  1872  —  60E,  118E 
Attorney  General,  Office  of  the  —  205.2 
accounting  records  —  60.22 
administrative  reports  from  the  field  —  205.23, 
205.28 

Attorney  General’s  secretary,  correspondence 
(1895-1900)  —  60.66 

attorneys’  expenses  —  205E,  205.23,  205.24, 
205.28 
claims  cases 

correspondence  —  205.22-205.26 
defense  preparations  —  205.4 
Clerk  of  Pardons  —  204. 1 
correspondence  —  60.65 

about  Bureau  of  Investigation  —  65.10 
about  claims  cases  —  205.22-205.26 
miscellaneous  —  205.26 
General  Agent  —  129.3-129.4,  129.7 
records  —  60.8,  60.12-60.21 
pre-1871  —  60.12 

Special  Assistant  Attorneys  General  —  60.106- 
60.107 

unidentified  papers  (1795-1870)  —  60.23 
see  also  Assistant  Attorney  General;  Justice 
Department 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  States.  Annual 
Report  1885  —  205 E 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  States.  Annual 
Report  1888  —  60.81 
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Attorney  General  of  the  United  States.  Annual 
Report  1897  —  206E 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  States.  Annual 
Report  1902  —  204E 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  States.  Annual 
Report  1907  —  65 E 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  States.  Annual 
Report  7977  —  204.14 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States.  Annual 
Report  1912  —  129E 
"Attorney  General’s  Papers"  —  60.16 
"Attorney  General’s  Papers"  (pre-1871)  —  60.12 
Attorneys 

Assistant  Attorney  General’s  letters  from  — 

205.26 

claims  case-related  letters  from  —  205.16, 

205.26 

counsel  for  claimants  —  205.26 
expense  accounts  —  205E,  205.23,  205.24 
letters  to  Justice  Department  —  60.39,  60.42 
local,  claims  case  defense  assistance  by  —  205.4 
names  of  —  60.44 
special,  weekly  reports  of  —  205.28 
see  also  Attorney  General,  Office  of  the;  U.S. 
attorneys 

Bail  bond  forfeitures,  Indian  Territory  —  118.76 

Bane,  Moses  M.  —  205.50 

Bank  examiners,  personnel  records  —  60. 107 

Bank  of  Louisiana  —  206. 19 

Bank  of  Missouri  —  206.60 

Banking,  letters  to  Attorney  General  about  —  60.15 

Banks  —  206.21 

Justice  Department  correspondence  about  — 
60.44 

lawsuits  against  —  206.60 
Bannock  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Bear  River  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Benton,  Thomas  H.  —  206.38 

Bigamy.  See  Polygamy 

Billings  Federal  Jail  (MT)  —  129.21 

Blackfeet  Indians.  See  Piegan-Blackfeet  Indians 

Blackfoot  Sioux  Indians,  depredation  suits  against 

—  205.19T 

Blue  Mountain  Forest  Reserve  land  fraud  case  (OR) 

—  118.82 

Blueprints.  See  Cartographic  records 
Board  of  Parole  —  204.6 


Boats 

navigation  regulations  enforcements  —  206.57 
removal  of  wrecks  from  various  rivers  —  206.33 
steamboats  —  206.33,  206.57,  206. 64T,  206.64 
see  also  names  of  specific  boats 
Boise  (ID),  Idaho  State  Penitentiary  —  129.11 
Bonaparte,  Charles  J.  —  65E 
Bonds 

lawsuits  on  customhouse  bonds  —  206.52 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury’s  records  about  — 
206.44,  206.47 

Booth-Kelly  land  fraud  cases  (OR)  —  118.82 

Bootlegging  —  65.14 

Boudinot,  Elias  C.  —  206.28 

Bowman  and  Tucker  Acts  —  205.5,  205.49 

Braggs  Federal  Jail  (OK)  —  129.21 

Brewster,  R.J.W.  —  129.10 

Brooks,  Jehul  —  206. 64T  (no.  20) 

Brule  Sioux  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Buchanan,  James  —  206.38 
Buildings  (public) 

contract  violations  —  206.27 
leases  —  60.88 

Supervising  Architect’s  correspondence  — 

206.27 

Burch,  Marsden  C.  (Judge)  —  118.58 
Bureau  of  Criminal  Identification  (Justice 
Department)  —  65.7,  65.17,  129.4 
see  also  Criminals;  National  Bureau  of  Criminal 
Identification 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

depredation  claims  records  —  205.8 
frauds  in  —  60.71 
see  also  Indians 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Records  of  the  (RG  75) 
—  60.46,  205.8 

Bureau  of  Insular  and  Territorial  Affairs  —  60.95 
Bureau  of  Investigation  —  65.1,  65.5-65.6,  65.7 
administrative  reports  on  agents  —  65.12 
appointments  —  65.10 
Attorney  General’s  letters  about  —  65.10 
case  records  —  65.14-65.16 
correspondence  —  65.9-65.11 
procedures  —  65.9 

special  agents’  correspondence  —  65.11 
see  also  Chief  Examiner,  Office  of  the;  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation 

Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Records  of  the 

(RG  49)  —  60.26,  206.32 
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Bureau  of  Prisons  —  129. 1 

administrative  files  —  129.19-129.26 
antecedents —  129.1-129.5 
photographs  from  —  129.8 
see  also  Penal  institutions;  Prisons 

Bureau  of  Prisons,  Records  of  the  (RG  129)  — 
60.9,  129.7 

Bureau  of  Reclamation,  Court  of  Claims  Section 
records  —  205.34 

Butler  County  Railroad  Company  v.  St.  Louis  & 
San  Francisco  Railroad  Company,  Commerce 
Court  case  —  60.93T 

Butte  Creek  Livestock,  Land  &  Lumber  Company, 
land  fraud  cases  (OR)  —  118.82 

Caddo  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Calhoun,  John  C.  —  206.38 

California 

Alcatraz  penitentiary —  129.21,  129.25 
Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
Civil  War  confiscation  lawsuits  —  206.62 
claims  cases  heard  in  —  205.56 
customhouse  bond  lawsuits  —  206.52 
customs  lawsuits  —  206.56-206.58 
judicial  districts  —  118.14 
Kern  County,  fraudulent  land  acquisition  in  — 
118.15 
land  claims 

appeals  —  60.25,  60.27 
Board  of  Commissioners  proceedings  —  60.27 
case  dockets  —  60.27 
case  files  —  60.27 
correspondence  about  —  60.28 
fiscal  records  —  60.22 
instructions  to  U.S.  attorneys  —  60.27 
maps  —  60.27 
photographs  —  60.28 
press  clippings  about  —  60.27 
reports  to  Attorney  General  —  60.27 
U.S.  district  court  decisions  —  60.28 
Land  Commission  for  California  —  60.26,  60.28 
land  fraud  cases  (OR)  —  118.82 
Las  Mariposas  —  60.27 
lawsuits  in  prize  —  206.63 
letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  — 
205.41-205.42 

Los  Angeles  Federal  Jail  (Terminal  Island)  — 
129.21 

mining  &  mineral  rights  —  118.16 
mint  employees  —  206.25 


missions  —  60.29 

Monterey  Customhouse  robbery  —  206. 64T 

New  Helvetia  —  60.27 

oil  fields  —  118.15-118.16 

prison  sentence  commutation  in  —  129.11 

public  lands  in  —  60.24 

San  Francisco 

revenue  agent’s  correspondence  —  206.25 
water  resources  —  118.16 
special  investigative  agents  in  —  65.11 
tuberculosis  in  penal  institutions  —  129.11 
U.S.  attorneys,  records —  118.3-118.4,  118.15- 
118.16 

U.S.  marshals 

correspondence  —  118.17 
records —  118.3-118.4 

California  Land  Claims,  Board  of  Commissioners 
for  —  60.24-60.25 
proceedings  transcripts  —  60.27 
California  State  Prison,  examination  of  prisoners  in 
—  60.82 

Cameron,  Brewster  —  60.74 
Camp  Grant  (AZ),  massacre  of  Indians  near  — 
60.40 

Canals,  Court  of  Claims  Section  records  —  205.34 
Canena  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Capitan  Grand  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Carson  City  (NV) 
courthouse  —  206.27 

criminal  identification  correspondence  —  65.21 
post  office  building  —  206.27 
Cartographic  records  —  60. 1 1 

in  Court  of  Claims  Section  case  files  —  205.9, 
205.36 

for  Justice  Department  cases  —  60.43,  60.46 
oil  fields,  California —  118.16 
water  resources,  San  Francisco  (CA)  —  118.16 
White  Earth  Reservation  (MN),  land  survey  — 
118.64 

see  also  Maps 
Cass,  Lewis  —  206.38 
Cattle 

smuggling  from  Mexico  —  206.26 
trespass  on  Indian  lands,  Oklahoma  —  118.78 
The  Cattle  Raisers’  Association  of  Texas, 

Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
Cayuse  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 
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Central  &  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company, 
reports  —  206. 64T  (no.  31) 

Chase,  George  K.  —  60.82 
Cherokee  Indians 

claim  against  Osage  Indians  —  205.50 
depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
intermarriage  claims  —  205.50 
land  leases  —  206.28 

Cheyenne  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company, 
Commerce  Court  cases  —  60.93T 
Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Company, 
Commerce  Court  cases  —  60.93T 
Chickasaw  Indians 

Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Citizenship  Court  — 
60.115,  60.117 

Court  of  Claims  cases  —  205.50 
depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
judicial  jurisdiction  over  —  118.20 
Chief  Clerk  (Justice  Department)  —  60.67 
Chief  Examiner,  Office  of  the  —  60.85,  65.1, 

65.5,  65.7 

administrative  files  —  60.87 
administrative  reports  on  agents  —  65.12 
administrative  reports  on  cases  —  65.13 
case  records  —  65.14-65.16 
correspondence  —  60.87,  65.9 
examiners’  instructions  —  60.87 
see  also  Bureau  of  Investigation;  Federal  Bureau 
of  Investigation 

Chillicothe  (MO),  State  Industrial  Home  for  Girls 
—  129.10 

Chinese  Exclusion  Act,  case  index  —  60.48 
Chinese  immigrants 

anti-Chinese  violence  —  60.42 
deportation  of  —  60.79 
illegal  aliens  —  129.30 
prisoners  —  129.30 
Chinese  labor  —  60.42 
Chinese  smuggling,  in  New  Mexico  —  65.13 
Chippewa  Indians 

depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
genealogies  —  118.60 
liquor  sales  to  —  206.34 
Mississippi  bands  —  118.64 
Otter  Tail  Pillagers  —  118.64 
studies  of  —  118.60 
see  also  Mille  Lac  Indians;  White  Earth 
Reservation 


Chiricuahua  Apache  Indians,  depredation  suits 
against  —  205. 19T 

Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Citizenship  Court  — 
60.115,  60.117 
Choctaw  Indians 

cotton  raised  on  Choctaw  land  —  60.23 
Court  of  Claims  cases  —  205.50 
depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
judicial  jurisdiction  over  —  118.20 
Chowchilla  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Cincinnati,  New  Orleans  &  Texas  Pacific  Railway 
Co.,  Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
Circuit  Court,  Nebraska,  U.S.  attorneys’ 
correspondence  —  118.73 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
judges’  appointment  files  —  60.115 
payroll  information  on  —  60.69 
Circuit  courts 

civil  suits  —  60.58 
claims  case  jurisdiction  suits  —  60.65 
judges’  appointment  files  —  60.115 
payroll  information  on  —  60.69 
Circuit  courts  of  appeals,  case  docket  —  60.33 
Civil  rights,  Justice  Department  letters  about  — 
60.39 
Civil  War 

abandoned  or  captured  property  —  205.40 
amnesties  —  204.2,  204.8,  204.27 
claims  arising  from  —  205.8,  205.20,  205.28, 
205.38,  205.43,  205.47-205.48 
cotton  seizure  claims  —  205.8,  205.39 
letters  to  Attorney  General  about  —  60.15 
loyalty  evidence  —  205.7,  205.44-205.45 
military  pay  claims  —  205.27,  205.34,  205.35 
property  confiscation  lawsuits  from  —  206.62 
property  disposition  in  former  Confederate  States 
—  206.18 

property  seizure  claims  —  205.34 
see  also  Reconstruction 
Clallam  Indians.  See  Clamlan;  S’klallam 
Clamlan  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Clark,  Sol  F.  —  118.13 

Clay,  Mrs.  A.M.  —  129.10 

Clemency.  See  Pardons 

Clerk  of  Pardons,  Office  of  the  —  204. 1 

Clerks  of  courts  —  60.49,  60.103 

correspondence,  with  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
—  206.29,  206.31,  206.43-206.45,  206.47 
examinations  of  —  60.83-60.84 
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Justice  Department  circulars  for  —  60.87 
Justice  Department  correspondence  —  60.52, 
60.59 

Clerks  (law) 

names  of  —  60.44 
payroll  information  —  60.69 
personnel  records  —  60. 107 
Cleveland  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  — 
129.11 

Cloud,  James  —  118.35 

Clover  Mountain  [Ute]  Indians,  depredation  suits 
against  —  205. 19T 

Coal  mining,  strike  at  Cripple  Creek  (CO)  — 
60.45 

Codding,  J.  K.  —  129.10 
Coe  &  Carter,  timber  trespass  case  —  206. 64T 
(no.  33) 

Collister,  George —  129.11 
Colorado 

Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
Cripple  Creek,  coal  strike  —  60.45 
Denver,  naturalization  cases  in  —  13 
judicial  districts  —  118.18 
land  fraud  in  —  65.13 

letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  —  205.41- 
205.42 

mining  companies  in  —  60.51 
mint  employees  —  206.25 
ores  mined  in  —  60.51 

photographs,  from  U.S.  attorneys’  case  files  — 
118.18 

press  clippings,  from  U.S.  attorneys’  case  files 
—  118.18 

Spanish-Mexican  land  grants  in  —  60.42 
special  investigative  agents  in  —  65.11 
tuberculosis  in  penal  institutions  —  129.11 
U.S.  attorneys 

civil  and  criminal  case  files  —  118.18 
precedent  case  files  —  118.18 
records  —  118.3-118.4 
U.S.  marshals,  records —  118.3-118.4 
Columbia  River  Indians,  depredation  suits  against 
—  205. 19T 

Columbian  Exposition  (1893)  —  60.53 
Comanche  Indians 

Court  of  Claims  cases  —  205.50 
depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
Commerce,  Justice  Department  letters  about  — 
60.39 

Commerce  Court  —  60.93 
case  files  (1911-23)  —  60.93,  60.93T 


Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  correspondence, 
with  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  —  206.35 
Commissioners.  See  U.S.  commissioners 
Commutations  (of  prison  sentences)  —  204. 14 
see  also  Pardons 

Comptrollers  of  the  Treasury,  decisions  —  60.87 
Conche  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Confederate  State  of  America 

records  in  Court  of  Claims  Section  case  files  — 
205.44 

Treasury  Department  records  —  205.8 
Congress 

correspondence 

with  Justice  Department  —  60.39,  60.42, 
60.56,  60.95 

to  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  —  206.38 
Senate  confirmations  of  appointments  —  60.100 
Contraband  cargoes,  in  New  Orleans  —  65.13 
Contractors 

in  default  —  206.33 
lawsuits  against  —  206.33 
Cosninos  [Havasupai]  Indians,  depredation  suits 
against  —  205. 19T 
Cotton 

claims  —  60.23 

for  Civil  War  seizures  —  205.8,  205.39 
laws  —  60.23 

Counterfeiting  —  206.25,  206.26,  206. 64T  (no.  34) 
Court  of  Claims 

claims  case  jurisdiction  suits  —  60.65 
payroll  information  on  —  60.69 
see  also  Solicitor  of  the  Court  of  Claims 
Court  of  Claims  Section  (Justice  Department)  — 
205.1-205.3 

Bowman  and  Tucker  Acts  and  —  205.5 
concurrent-jurisdiction  cases  —  205.5,  205.54- 
205.57 

congressional -jurisdiction  cases  —  205.5, 

205.33,  205.43-205.48 
case  files  described  —  205.44 
remanded  case  dockets  —  205.46-205.47 
correspondence,  about  cases  —  205.23-205.26 
departmental -jurisdiction  cases  (1883-1920)  — 
205.33 

dockets  —  205.17-205.18,  205.37-205.39, 
205.42,  205.46-205.47,  205.51 
general-jurisdiction  cases  —  205.34-205.42 
case  files  described  —  205.36,  205.37 
class  cases  —  205.35 
dockets  (1855-1914)  —  205.37-205.38 
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indexes 

cases  decided  (1883-1920)  —  205.33 
claimants’  names  —  205.19,  205.32,  205.37, 
205.46,  205.48,  205.51 
correspondence  addressees  —  205.26 
Indian  tribes  —  205.19,  205.20 
judgments  —  205.31 
states  (1871-80)  —  205.32 
jurisdictions  —  205.5 
records  of  —  205.8-205.9 
remanded  cases  —  205.45-205.47 
Court  of  Claims  Section  (Justice),  Records  of  the 
(RG  205)  —  60.9 
Court  of  Private  Land  Claims 
payroll  information  on  —  60.69 
Spanish-Mexican  land  grants  —  60.42 
Courthouses  —  206.27 
Courtrooms  —  60.76,  60.88 
Courts 

clerks  of  —  60.49 

conduct  of  officials  —  60.76,  60.77 

jurors,  Kansas  —  118.40 

letters  to  Attorney  General  about  —  60.15 

statistics  on  cases  —  60.75 

witnesses,  Kansas —  118.40-118.41 

see  also  specific  courts 

Courts-martial,  letters  to  Attorney  General  about  — 
60.15 

Cow  Creek  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Cowboys,  in  Arizona  Territory  —  60.39 
Craft,  Pliny  P.  —  65.11 
Creek  Indians 

depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
disbursements  of  funds  to  —  206.19 
injunctions  against  cattle  in  —  118.76 
removed  to  Indian  Territory,  muster  rolls  — 
60.46 

Criminal  complaints,  Minnesota  —  118.50 
Criminal  investigations 
by  U.S.  Attorneys 
Kansas  —  118.29 

Minnesota  —  118.46-118.47,  118.50 
Criminals 

case  dockets  —  60.35 
crime  histories  —  65.18,  65.24-65.25 
criminal  dockets  and  minutes,  for  Arkansas  — 
118.11 

identification 

Bertillon  measurements  —  65.18,  65.24 
correspondence  about  —  65.21 


Du  Pue’s  system  —  60.79 
fingerprint  method  —  129.11 
fingerprint  records  —  65.18,  65.19 
identifying  data  —  65.8,  65.18,  65.24-65.25 
photographs  —  65.18,  65.24-65.25 
see  also  Bureau  of  Criminal  Identification; 
National  Bureau  of  Criminal  Identification; 
Prisoners 

Cripple  Creek  (CO),  coal  strike  —  60.45 
Crow  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  —  205.13- 
205.17,  205. 19T 

Cumberland  Road,  Court  of  Claims  Section  records 
—  205.34 
Customs 

case  index  —  60.48 

collectors’  correspondence,  with  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury  —  206.22 

Commissioner  of,  correspondence  with  Solicitor 
of  the  Treasury  —  206.21 
enforcements  of  laws  —  206.57 
index  of  lawsuit  issues  —  206.56 
Justice  Department  letters  about  —  60.39 
lawsuits  —  206.56-206.58 
against  collectors  —  206.58 
on  customhouse  bonds  —  206.51-206.52 
violations,  letters  to  Attorney  General  about  — 
60.15 

Dake,  Crawley  P.  —  118.9 
Dakota  Indians.  See  Sioux  Indians 
Dakota  Territory 

Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
attorney’s  trip  to  —  205.24 
Justice  Department  letters  from  judicial  districts 
—  60.40 

penitentiary  records  —  129.7 
Dakubetede  Indians.  See  Applegate 
Dalton  Gang  —  118.29 
Daugherty,  John  C.  —  205.28 
David,  Christopher  C.  —  205.19 

depredation  claim  against  Crow  Indians  — 
205.13-205.17,  205.20 
Davis,  Cushman  K.  (Senator)  —  118.54 
Davis,  George  H.  —  60.93T 
Davis,  Jefferson,  amnesty  application  for  — 

204.27 

Deady,  Edward  N.  —  65.11 
Debts,  warrants  for  release  of  —  206. 18 
Delaware  Indians,  lands  ceded  by  —  60.23 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Railroad  Company, 
Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
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Denver  (CO),  naturalization  cases  in  —  65.13 
Department  of  Justice,  circulars  —  60.87 
Department  of  Justice  Act  —  60.6 
Depredation  claims.  See  Indian-depredation  claims 
Desert-Land  Act  —  205.29 
Digest  of  the  Opinions  of  the  Attorney  General, 
1789-1906  —  60.31  " 

Digger  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Disbursing  clerk  (Justice  Department)  —  60.68 
District  attorneys.  See  U.S.  attorneys 
District  courts 

California  land  claim  decisions  —  60.28 
case  docket  —  60.33 
circulars  for  clerks  —  60.87 
civil  suits  —  60.58 
claims  case  jurisdiction  suits  —  60.65 
payroll  information  on  —  60.69 
District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  Records  of 
the  (RG  21)  —  60.10,  118.4,  206.9 
Division  of  Investigation.  See  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation 

Dodge,  Victor  L.  —  65.11 
Dolan,  Nicolas  —  65.11 
Dowder,  George  —  206. 64T  (no.  39) 

Du  Pue,  Frank  H.  —  60.79 
Duffield,  Milton  B.  —  118.9 
Duncan,  H.  B.  —  65.11 

DuPont  Prison  Camp.  See  Fort  Lewis  Prison  Camp 
Duwamish  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Earp,  Virgil  —  118.9 

Earp,  Wyatt  —  118.29 

Easby-Smith,  James  S.  —  204E 

Edmunds  Act  —  204. 1 1 

Education,  Indian  industrial  schools  —  60.42 

Eel  River  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

El  Paso  Detention  Farm.  See  La  Tuna,  Federal 
Correctional  Institution 

El  Paso  Jail.  See  La  Tuna,  Federal  Correctional 
Institution 

El  Reno,  Federal  Correctional  Institution  (OK).  See 
Soudiwestem  Reformatory 
Elections 

examinations  of  supervisors  —  60.83-60.84 
frauds  —  65.14 
supervision  expenses  —  60.50 
Empakagragos  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 


Endicott,  William  C.  Jr.  —  204.10 
Esterline,  Blackburn  —  60.92-60.94 
Evans,  Robert  —  118.54 
Everly,  Elaine  C.  —  129.6 
Examiners 

correspondence  —  60.84 
instructions 

from  Chief  Examiner  —  60.83,  60.87 
from  General  Agent  —  60.83 
reports  —  60.84 

Executive  departments,  Justice  Department 
correspondence  with  —  60.39,  60.42,  60.47, 
60.56,  60.95 

Expenses.  See  Fiscal  records 
Expositions  —  60.53 

Columbian  Exposition  (1893)  —  60.53 
Justice  Department  exhibits  at  —  60.60 
Trans-Mississippi  and  International  Exposition 
(Omaha,  NE)  —  60.60 

Farribault,  Pelage,  land  claim  of  —  60.23 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI) 
antecedents  —  65.1-65.6 
Court  of  Claims  case  investigations  —  205.50 
investigations  of  prisoners  —  204.14 
responsibilities  —  65.2 
see  also  Bureau  of  Investigation;  Chief 
Examiner,  Office  of  the 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI),  Records 
of  the,  (RG  65)  —  60.9,  65E 
Federal  Correctional  Institutions.  See  names  for 
specific  institutions 
Federal  Judges.  See  Judges 

Fergus  County  (MT),  Indian-depredation  claim  case 
in  —  205.13-205.17,  205.20 
Ferris,  Charles  —  205.13 
Fingerprints 

identification  method  —  129.11 
records  of  —  65.18,  65.19 
First  National  Bank  of  Topeka  (KS)  —  206.21 
First  National  Bank  of  Wichita  (KS)  —  206.21 
Fiscal  records 

account  supervision  correspondence  —  60.77 
Attorney  General,  Office  of  the  —  60.22,  60.69 
attorneys  expense  accounts  —  205E,  205.23, 
205.24,  205.28 

California  land  claims  —  60.22 
election  supervision  expenses  —  60.50 
from  Auditor  of  die  War  Department  —  206.33 
judicial  districts  —  60.75,  60.89 
judiciary  accounts  —  60.53-60.54 


108 


jurors’  expenses,  Kansas  —  118.40 
Justice  Department  —  60.70,  60.88 
expenditure  authorizations  —  60.39 
payrolls  —  60.69 

Justice  Department  expenditure  authorizations  — 
60.39 

leases  —  60.88 

prisoner  support  costs  —  129.3 
Kansas  —  118.42-118.43 
surveyors  of  public  lands  —  206.35 
U.S.  attorneys  —  60.75 
U.S.  marshals 

fees  &  expenses  —  60.89,  118E 
Kansas  —  118.42-118.44 
Missouri  —  118.71 
payroll  information  —  60.69 
quarterly  accounts  —  60.89 
witnesses’  expenses,  Kansas  —  118.40 
see  also  Internal  revenue 
Flathead  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Fletcher,  Lea —  118.13 
Florida 

land  lawsuits  —  206.61 
Spanish  land  grants  —  60.15 
Food 

at  McNeil  Island  penitentiary  —  129.27,  129.29 
pure  food  and  meat  inspection  acts  cases  — 
60.50 

Foreign  relations  —  206.32 
Fort  Buford  Indians  [Gros  Ventre],  depredation 
suits  against  —  205. 19T 
Fort  Lewis  Prison  Camp  (WA)  —  129.21 
Fort  McKavett  (TX)  —  206.28 
Fort  Riley  Road  Camp  (KS)  —  129.21 
Fort  Ripley  Military  Reservation  (MN)  —  206.32 
Fort  Snelling  Prison  Camp  (MN)  —  129.21 
Fort  Worth  Narcotic  Farm  (TX)  —  129.21 
Foster,  George  C.  —  205.29 
Foster,  J.  Ellen  —  129.10 
Fowler,  Abalone —  118.13 
Fox  [Sac  &  Fox]  Indians,  depredation  suits  against 
—  205. 19T 

France,  land  grants  from  —  206.61 
Frdmont,  John  C.  —  60.27 
Fremont  (NE),  criminal  identification 
correspondence  —  65.21 
Fresno  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 


Galveston  Bay  (TX),  beach  erosion  —  60.43 
Genealogies 

Chippewa  Indians  —  118.60 
Mille  Lac  Indians  —  118.65 
General  Accounting  Office,  regulations  —  60.87 
General  Agent  —  60.71-60.75,  60.85,  129.3-129.4, 
129.7 

correspondence  —  60.75,  60.77,  60.77-60.80 
instructions  to  examiners  —  60.83 
miscellaneous  papers  —  60.79 
General  Land  Office 
Commissioner  —  60.61 
correspondence,  with  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
—  206.35 

miscellaneous  land  fraud  cases  (OR)  —  118.82 
suspended  land  entries  —  60.61 
see  also  Land  Office 

George  Brownell  land  fraud  cases  (OR)  —  118.82 

Georgia.  See  Atlanta  penitentiary 

Germans 

aliens  —  65.14 
in  Mexico  —  65.15 
Gorman,  George  H.  —  205.29 
Government  employees 

disbursing  agent’s  office  rent  claim  —  205.34 
investigations  of  —  60.75 
overtime  pay,  class  claim  for  —  205.35 
Government,  Territorial,  letters  to  Attorney  General 
about  —  60.15 
Governors 

legal  opinion  requests  from  —  60.36 
of  Territories,  payroll  information  on  —  60.69 
Grand  juries 
Arkansas 

criminal  dockets  —  118.11 
criminal  minutes  —  118.11 
Indian  Territory,  dockets —  118.25,  118.76 
Kansas 

dockets  —  118.32 
witnesses  —  1 18.32 
Minnesota 

dockets  —  118.56 
hearings  —  118.47 
minutes  —  118.56 
witness  dockets  —  118.57 
Missouri 

dockets  —  1 18.69 
jurors  —  1 18.70 
minutes  —  1 18.70 
witnesses —  118.69-118.70 
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Green,  John  W.  —  65.11 
Gros  Ventre  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

see  also  Fort  Buford  Indians 
Guadelupe  Hidalgo,  Treaty  of  —  60.24 
Guide  to  Federal  Records  in  the  National  Archives 
—  60.8 

Guilford,  J.  —  205E,  205.24,  205.47 

Hale,  Robert  S.  —  205.40 
Hallowell,  J.R.  —  118.23 
Harrell,  John  M.  —  118.13 
Hart,  S.  —  206.64T  (no.  59) 

Hartman,  Isaac  —  60.29 
Hatch,  R.B.  —  206.33 
Havasupai  Indians.  See  Cosninos 
Health 

at  McNeil  Island  penitentiary  —  129.27 
prison  health  conditions  —  129.27 
tuberculosis  in  penal  institutions  —  129.11 
Hedges,  Charles  E.  —  205E,  205.47 
Hedges,  Daniel  F.  —  205.47 
Helena  (MT),  prison  facilities  —  129.10 
Henry,  O.  —  60.42 

Henry  Meldrum  land  fraud  cases  (OR)  —  118.82 
Heroine  (steamboat)  —  206. 64T  (no.  62) 

Hinton,  John  H.  —  118.58 

Hobbs,  R.D.  —65.11 

Holliday,  M.C.  —  206. 64T  (no.  65) 

Hope,  Leighton  —  65.11 

Hospital  for  Defective  Delinquents.  See  Springfield 
Medical  Center 

Hospitals,  marine  —  206.18,  206.27 
Hot  Springs  (AR),  criminal  identification 
correspondence  —  65.21 
Houmas  Land  Grant  (LA)  —  206. 64T  (no.  67) 
Houston,  East  &  West  Texas  Railway  Company, 
Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
Houston  (TX) 

city  block  108  —  206.27 
criminal  identification  correspondence  —  65.21 
Houston,  D.W.  —  118.35 
Hualapai  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Hughes,  A.L.  —  205.16 

Hughes,  David  M.  —  206. 64T  (no.  68) 

Humboldt  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Hunkpapa  Sioux  Indians,  depredation  suits  against 
—  205. 19T 


Hupa  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Idaho 

Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
Boise,  State  Penitentiary  —  129.11 
Boise  City,  assay  office  employees  —  206.25 
Boise  Valley  —  129.11 
Kooskia  Prison  Camp  —  129.11 
personnel  appointment  files  (Justice  Department) 
—  60.112 

special  investigative  agents  in  —  65.11 
territorial  penitentiary  —  129.7 
tuberculosis  in  penal  institutions  —  129.11 
Illegal  aliens,  Chinese  —  129.30 
Illinois  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Illustrations,  drawings  of  penal  institutions  — 
129.25 

Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service,  Records 
of  the  (RG  85)  —  60.9 

Imprisonment,  unlawful,  Court  of  Claims  records 
—  205.34 

Independence  (KS),  Prairie  Oil  and  Gas  Company, 
Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
Indexes 

applications  for  Justice  Department  positions  — 
60.109 

Attorney  General’s  miscellaneous  letters 
addressees  —  205.26 
Chinese  Exclusion  Act  cases  —  60.48 
civil  &  criminal  cases,  Wyoming  —  118.87 
Civil  War  property  confiscation  lawsuits  — 
206.62 

Confederate  States  residents  receiving  amnesty 
—  204.27 

customs  cases  —  60.48 

customs  lawsuit  issues  —  206.56 

Federal  judges’  files  —  60.49 

food  and  meat  inspection  acts  cases  —  60.50 

Indian  tribes  —  205.19-205.20 

Indian-depredation  claims  —  205.19-205.20 

judicial  districts 

administration  —  60.48 
correspondence  —  60.44,  60.47-60.49 
officials  —  60.44 
Justice  Department 

administrative  orders,  circulars,  and 
memorandums  —  60.63 
correspondence  —  60.41,  60.47-60.49 
subjects  of  letters  received  —  60.41 
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land  title  opinions 
addressees  of  —  60.37 
land  locations  —  60.37 

names  in  Justice  Department  letters  received  — 
60.41 

pardon  petitioners’  names  —  204.23 
public  debtors  —  206.63 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
briefs  —  206.49 
case  files  —  206.42 

correspondence  —  206.14-206.15,  206.30, 
206.40,  206.46 
judgments  —  206.51 
lawsuits  —  206.50-206.51 
to  letters  about  pardons  —  204.28 
to  pardon  cases  —  204.18-204.19,  204.22 
to  released  prisoners  —  129.26 
to  requisitions  for  pardon  warrants  —  204.25 
Treasury  transcripts  lawsuits  —  206.59 
White  Earth  Reservation  land  allotments  — 
118.61 

Indian  Affairs,  Office  of.  See  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs 

Indian  agents,  lawsuits  against  —  206.33 
Indian  Removal  Act  of  1830  —  118.19 
Indian  Territory —  118.19,  118.74 
bail  bond  forfeitures  —  118.76 
banks  in  —  206.21 

Creek  Indian  muster  rolls  for  removal  to  — 
60.46 

deputy  U.S.  marshals  in  —  118.2 
grand  jury  docket  —  118.25 
grand  jury  dockets  —  118.76 
judicial  divisions —  118.20,  118.74 
land  title  lawsuits  —  118.76 
personnel  appointment  files  (Justice  Department) 
—  60.112 
U.S.  attorneys 
civil  dockets  —  118.76 
criminal  dockets  —  118.77 
records —  118.3-118.4 
witnesses —  118.76,  118.77 
U.S.  marshals,  records  —  118.3-118.4 
Indian  Territory  Court,  staffing  of  —  60.79 
Indian-depredation  claims  —  205.2 
arising  from  Civil  War  —  205.20 
Assistant  Attorney  General’s  correspondence  — 
205.22-205.25 

case  records  —  205.7-205.8,  205.10-205.19 
correspondence  about  —  205.21-205.22 
indexes  to  —  205.19-205.20 


judgment  dockets  —  205.17-205.18 
payment  records  —  205.8 
Indians 

cattle  trespass  on  Indian  lands  —  118.78 
contract  frauds  with  —  60.42 
General  Agents’  correspondence  about  —  60.75 
industrial  schools  —  60.42 
land  fraud,  White  Earth  Reservation  (MN)  — 
118.58-118.65 

liquor  sales  to  —  60.42,  60.83,  118.65,  129.30, 

206.34 

Oklahoma  Territory  —  118.78 
massacres  of  —  60.40 
trade  with,  statute  violations  —  60.71 
treaties 

Delaware  Indians  —  60.23 
letters  to  Attorney  General  about  —  60.15 
treaty  violations,  Court  of  Claims  Section 
records  —  205.34 
tribes,  index  to  —  205.19-205.20 
see  also  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs;  specific  Indian 
tribes 

Inspector  General,  Court  of  Claims  case 
investigations  —  205.50 

"Instructions  for  the  Government  of  Armies  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Field"  (1898)  —  204.29 
Interior  Department 

Auditors  of  the  Interior,  correspondence  — 

206.35 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  correspondence 

—  206.35 

correspondence,  with  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 

—  206.34-206.35 

legal  opinion  requests  —  60.36 
see  also  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
Internal  revenue 

compromise  cases  —  60.61 
Justice  Department  letters  about  —  60.39 
law  violations,  Minnesota  —  118.53 
Whiskey  Ring  fraud  —  60.40 
see  also  Fiscal  records 
Internal  Revenue  Service 

Commissioner’s  correspondence,  with  Solicitor 
of  die  Treasury  —  206.23 
San  Francisco,  revenue  agent’s  correspondence 

—  206.25 

International  Association  of  Chiefs  of  Police.  See 
National  Bureau  of  Criminal  Identification. 
Interstate  commerce,  law  violations  —  60.34, 

65.14 
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"Inventory  of  Federal  Archives  in  the  States"  — 
118.4 
Iowa 

Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
claims  cases  heard  in  —  205.56 
counterfeiting  —  206. 64T  (no.  34) 
customhouse  bond  lawsuits  —  206.52 
customs  lawsuits  —  206.56-206.57 
investigations,  of  U.S.  officials  —  206.26 
letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  — 
205.41-205.42 

Lost  Treasury  Notes  —  206. 64T  (no.  156) 
prison  sentence  commutation  in  —  129.11 
sugar  cases  —  206. 64T  (no.  148) 
tuberculosis  in  penal  institutions  —  129.11 
U.S.  attorneys,  correspondence  —  206.31 
Winnebago  Indian  Agency  —  206. 64T  (no.  162) 

J.W.  Thompson  Lumber  Company,  Commerce 
Court  case  —  60.93T 
Jackson,  Andrew  —  60.3 

Jails.  See  Penal  institutions;  names  of  specific  jails 
Jasper  (barque)  —  206. 64T  (no.  72) 

Jefferson  Barracks  (MO)  —  206.33,  206. 64T  (no. 
73) 

Jennings,  Orville  —  118.13 
Jicarilla  Apache  Indians,  depredation  suits  against 
—  205.19T 

Johnson  County  War  (WY)  —  60.42 
Johnson,  Marion  M.  —  60.8,  129.6 
Jones,  Alexander  C.  —  206.32 
Jones,  Robert  M.  —  60.23 
Jones,  William  C.  —  118.35 
Jouan,  Auguste  —  60.29 
"Journal  of  Department  Assembly  of  California, 
1845"  —  60.29 
Judges 

commissions  —  60. 103 
examinations  of  —  60.83-60.84 
Justice  Department  correspondence  widi  — 
60.39,  60.42,  60.59 
letters  to  Attorney  General  —  60.17 
names  of  —  60.44,  60.103 
payroll  information  on  —  60.69 
personnel  files  —  60.49,  60.115,  60.117 
Senate  confirmations  of  appointments  —  60.100 
Territorial,  applicants  for  —  60.102 
Judicial  districts  —  118.1 

accounting  records  —  60.53-60.54 
administration  files  —  60.45,  60.52 


applicants  for  Justice  Department  positions  — 
60.108 

Arizona  —  118.6 
Arkansas  —  118.10 
California  —  118.14 
Colorado  —  118.18 

correspondence,  with  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
—  206.41 

examination  reports  —  60.85-60.87 
fiscal  records  —  60.75,  60.79 
Indian  Territory  —  118.20 
judgments  —  206.51 

Justice  Department  correspondence  —  60.40, 
60.44,  60.47 

indexes  to  —  60.44,  60.47-60.49 
Kansas  —  118.21 
Minnesota  —  118.45 
Missouri  —  118.66 
Nebraska  —  118.72 
officials,  index  to  —  60.44 
Oklahoma  —  118.74 
Oregon  —  118.81 

personnel  appointment  files  —  60.111-60.112 
South  Dakota  —  118.83 
Wyoming  —  118.87 

Judiciary  Act  of  September  24,  1789  —  118.1 
Jurors,  Kansas  —  118.40 
Justice  Department  —  60.1,  60.5-60.7 
Accounts.  See  Fiscal  records 
administrative  orders  —  60.63 
amiual  reports  —  60.9 
Antitrust  Division,  case  files  —  60.93-60.94 
circulars  —  60.63,  60.87 
Civil  Division  —  205.3 
claims  against  —  60.76 
claims  case  preparations  —  60.9 
Claims  Division  —  205.3,  205.6 
classified  subjects  files  —  60.51-60.52 
correspondence 

letters  received  —  60.38-60.42,  60.47-60.48 
subject  index  —  60.41 
letters  sent  —  60.47,  60.55-60.56 
Division  of  Accounts  —  60.72,  60.85, 
60.88-60.89 
dockets  —  60.32-60.35 
exposition  exhibits  —  60.60 
General  Agent  —  65.4-65.5 
leases  —  60.88 

memorandums  —  60.63-60.64 
need  for  detective  force  in  —  65E 
opinions  —  60.36-60.37 
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payrolls  (1870-1907)  —  60.69 
personnel.  See  Personnel  records 
records  —  60.8 
reference  materials  —  60.64 
special  agents  —  129.10 
instructions  to  —  60.87 
special  attorneys,  weekly  reports  —  205.28 
statistical  reports  —  60.39 
working  papers  —  60.64 
see  also  Administrative  Division;  Attorney 
General;  Court  of  Claims  Section;  specific 
agencies 

Justice  Department,  General  Records  of  the  (RG 
60)  — 65.7,  118.4,  206.9 

Kansas 

Atchison  Board  of  Trade,  Commerce  Court  case 
—  60.93T 

Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
banks  in  —  206.21 

Civil  War  confiscation  lawsuits  —  206.62 
corporate  records  —  118.31 
court  witnesses  —  118.40-118.41 
Ft.  Riley  Road  Camp  —  129.21 
grand  jury  dockets  —  118.32 
Independence,  Prairie  Oil  and  Gas  Company, 
Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
investigations,  of  U.S.  officials  —  206.26 
judicial  districts  —  118.21 
jurors  —  118.40 

letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  — 
205.41-205.42 

penal  institutions,  surveys  of  —  118.29 
postal  fraud  cases  —  118.31 
prison  expenses  —  118.42-118.43 
prison  sentence  commutation  in  —  129.11 
prisoner  paroles  and  pardons  —  118.29 
special  investigative  agents  in  —  65.11 
U.S.  attorneys 

case  dockets  —  118.23 
civil  cases  —  118.29 
criminal  investigations  —  118.29 
records  —  118.3-118.4,  118.22-118.24 
U.S.  marshals 

bond  forfeiture  docket  —  118.38 
civil  dockets  —  118.37,  118.39 
correspondence —  118.33-118.34 
criminal  docket  —  118.38 
execution  docket  —  118.36 
personnel  records  —  118.35 
records —  118.3-118.4 


see  also  Leavenworth  penitentiary 
Kansas  City,  Board  of  Trade,  Commerce  Court 
case  —  60.93T 

Kansas  State  Penitentiary  —  129.10 

Kaw  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 

Keeche  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Keel,  Lewis  —  205.50 

Kern  County  (CA),  fraudulent  land  acquisition  in 
—  118.15 

Kerner,  Gaiselle  —  204.7 

Kickapoo  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Kincaid,  C.S.  —  205.50 

King  County  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Kiowa  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Klamath  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Klikitat  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Kooskia  Prison  Camp  (ID)  —  129.11 
Kootenai  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

La  Tuna,  Federal  Correctional  Institution  (TX)  — 
129.21 
Labor 

Chinese  laborers  —  60.42 
coal  strike  (CO)  —  60.45 
convict  labor  for  public  buildings  —  206.27 
Pullman  Strike  (1894)  —  60.42,  60.51 
LaDow,  R.V.  —  129.9 
correspondence —  129.9,  129.11 
Land 

beach  erosion,  at  Galveston  Bay  (TX)  —  60.43 
claims 

California,  post-Mexican  War  —  60.24-60.29 
desert  lands  —  205.29 
Pintado  Papers  (LA)  —  206. 64T  (no.  112) 
Tom  Green  County  (TX)  —  206.23 
frauds  —  65.13,  65.14 
Alaska  —  60.90 
Oregon  —  65.13,  118.82 
White  Earth  Reservation  (MN)  — 
118.58-118.65 
grants 

from  France  —  60.15 
from  Spain  —  60.15 

letters  to  Attorney  General  about  —  60.15 
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railroad  lawsuits  —  60.32 
to  railroads  —  205.29 

Justice  Department  land  case  records  (1872-91) 

—  60.64 

land-entry  overcharge  claims  —  205.34 
lawsuits,  by  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  —  206.61 
oil  fields,  California  —  118.15-118.16 
Osage  Indian  lands,  Kansas  —  205.50 
patents,  suits  to  set  aside  —  60.42 
riparian  rights,  damage  claims  —  205.34 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  correspondence  about 

—  206.44 
surveys 

contracts  for  —  206.35 
fraudulent  —  206.35 
title  lawsuits,  Indian  Territory  —  118.76 
see  also  Property  seizure 
Land  Commission  for  California  —  60.26,  60.28 
Land  Office  —  60.90 
see  also  General  Land  Office 
Larviere,  Bernard  —  206.34 
Law  enforcement,  Justice  Department  letters  about 
—  60.40,  60.42 

Lawyers.  See  Attorneys;  U.S.  attorneys 
Leases  —  60.88 

Justice  Department  —  60.88 
Leavenworth,  Pawnee  &  Western  Railroad 
Company  —  206. 64T  (no.  82) 

Leavenworth  penitentiary  —  129.21 
administration —  129.14 
annual  reports  —  129.7 
construction —  129.9,  129.11 
cost  per  prisoner  —  129.3 
parole  cases  —  129.16 
photographs  —  60.91 
prisoners’  conditions  at  —  129.14 
prisoners’  weapons  —  129.18 
punishments  —  129.18 
wearing  apparel  —  129.13 
Letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  — 
205.41-205.42,  205.57 

Lighthouse  Board,  correspondence,  with  Solicitor 
of  the  Treasury  —  206.24 
Lighthouses  —  206.18,  206.24 
Lincoln  County  (NM),  troubles  in  1878-79  — 
60.51 

Lincoln  (NE),  fountain  water  in  —  206.27 

Linnen,  E.B.  —  118.58 

Lipan  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 


Liquor 

sales  to  Indians  —  60.42,  60.83,  118.65,  129.30 
Chippewa  Indians  —  206.34 
in  Oklahoma  Territory  —  118.78 
Whiskey  Ring  fraud  —  60.40 
"List  of  pardons,  commutations,  and  respites 
granted  by  the  President"  —  204. 14 
Litigation,  Justice  Department  letters  about  conduct 
of— 60.39 

Long-Bell  Lumber  Company  v.  United  States , 
Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
Los  Angeles  Federal  Jail  (Terminal  Island,  CA)  — 
129.21 

Lost  Treasury  Notes  (I A)  —  206. 64T  (no.  156) 

Loughary,  Lowell  —  205.13 

Louisiana 

abandoned  or  captured  property  —  205.40 
Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
Bank  of  Louisiana  —  206.19 
bankruptcy  cases  —  206. 64T  (no.  70) 

Civil  War 

amnesty  records  —  204.8 
claims  cases  from  —  205.47 
confiscation  lawsuits  —  206.62 
claims  cases  heard  in  —  205.56 
cotton  seizure  claims  in  —  205.39 
customhouse  bond  lawsuits  —  206.52 
customs  lawsuits  —  206.56-206.58 
fraudulent  land  surveys  —  206.35 
Houmas  Land  Grant  —  206. 64T  (no.  67) 

Justice  Department  letters  from  judicial  districts 
—  60.40 

land  claims  —  206. 64T  (nos.  20,  68,  112) 
land  grants  —  206. 64T  (nos.  67,  85) 
land  lawsuits  —  206.61 
lawsuits  in  prize  —  206.63 
letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  — 
205.41-205.42 

Maison  Rouge  Land  Grant  —  206. 64T  (no.  85) 
mint  employees  —  206.25 
New  Orleans  Federal  Jail  —  129.21 
prison  sentence  commutation  in  —  129.11 
railroad  companies  —  206. 64T  (nos.  91,  121) 
Rush  Island,  claim  for  —  206. 64T 
Sibley,  Lake  Bisteneau  &  Southern  Railway 
Company,  Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
sugar  cases  —  206. 64T  (no.  148) 
timber  trespass  cases  —  206. 64T  (nos.  33,  153) 
U.S.  attorneys,  correspondence  —  206.31 
U.S.  marshals,  performance  reports  —  206.31 
see  also  New  Orleans 
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Louisiana  &  Pacific  Railway  Company,  Commerce 
Court  case  —  60.93T 

Louisiana  Territory,  French  land  grants  —  60.15 
Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad  Company, 
Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
Lovett,  O.S.  —  205.40 
Lutcher  &  Moore,  timber  trespass  case  — 

206.64T  (no.  33) 

McCabe,  Arthur  J.  —  205.30 
McConnaughey,  J.W.  —  118.13 
McCord,  Myron  H.  —  118.9 
McCully,  G.E.  —  65.11 
McKenna,  Joseph  —  60.110,  206E 
Mac  Lean,  Samuel  K.  —  118.31 
McMaster,  James  —  206. 64T  (no.  88) 

McNeil  Island  penitentiary  —  129.6,  129.21 
accounting  records  —  129.3,  129.27-129.29 
administration  —  129. 14 
annual  reports  —  129.7,  129.28 
daily  logs  and  journals  —  129.27 
escape  attempts  —  129.27 
food  at  —  129.27,  129.29 
inmate  records  —  129.30-129.31 
inmate  statistics  —  129.28 
parole  cases  —  129.17 
parole  hearings  —  129.31 
photographs  —  129.32 
prisoners’  conditions  at  —  129.14 
school  attendance  —  129.31 
site  information  —  129.22 
wearing  apparel  —  129.13 
McNeil  Island  Penitentiary  Records  of  Prisoners 
Received  1887-1951  —  129.30 
Mad  River  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Mail.  See  Post  Office 
Mail  fraud.  See  Postal  fraud 
Maison  Rouge  Land  Grant  (LA)  —  206. 64T  (no. 
85) 

Malheur  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Maltese  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 
Maps  —  60.11 

Alcatraz  penitentiary  (CA)  —  129.25 
California  land  claims  —  60.27 
in  Court  of  Claims  Section  case  files  —  205.9, 
205.36 

for  Justice  Department  cases  —  60.43,  60.46 
of  penal  institution  sites  —  129.25 


Spanish  land  grants  —  60.46 
see  also  Cartographic  records 
Maricopa  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Marine  Hospital  Service 

correspondence,  with  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
—  206.24 

hospitals  — 206.18,  206.27 
Marriages,  plural.  See  Polygamy 
Marshall,  John,  Supreme  Court  opinions  — 

206.49 

Marshalls.  See  U.S.  Marshals 
Martin,  Allan  O.  —  65.11 
Masterson,  "Bat"  —  118.29 
Matthews,  William  B.  Jr.  —  65.11 
Mattock  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Maxwell  Land  Grant  (NM)  —  60.42 
Mease,  Perle  L.  —  65.11 
Medical  Center  for  Federal  Prisoners.  See 
Springfield  Medical  Center 
Mescalero  Apache  Indians,  depredation  suits  against 

—  205.19T 

Mexican  border,  social  and  economic  conditions 
near  —  65.15 

Mexican  Railroad  Company  —  206. 64T  (no.  91) 
Mexican  Revolution,  U.S.  neutrality  violations  — 
65.14-65.16 
Mexican  War 

California  land  claims  arising  after  —  60.20- 
60.29 

claims  arising  from  —  205.34 
public  lands  acquired  from  —  60.24-60.27 
Mexico 

border  conditions  —  65.15 
cattle  smuggling  from  —  206.26 
Colorado  land  grants  —  60.42 
Germans  in  —  65.15 
legal  procedures  (1813-62)  —  60.29 
New  Mexico  land  grants  —  60.42 
pre-Mexican  War  land  grants  documents  — 

60.27 

Military  government,  pardons  for  offenses  against 

—  204.29 

Military  posts,  memorandum  defining  —  60.23 
Mille  Lac  Indians 

depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
genealogies —  118.65 
see  also  Chippewa  Indians 
Miller,  H.  Leon —  118.31 
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Mimbres  Apaches,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Mineral  rights,  Osage  murder  cases  —  118.80 
Mining 

California,  mining  &  mineral  rights  —  118.16 
coal  strike,  Cripple  Creek  (CO)  —  60.45 
Colorado 

companies  in  —  60.51 
copper  in  —  60.51 
gold  in  —  60.51 
lead  in  —  60.51 
silver  in  —  60.51 
Minnesota 

administration —  118.46-118.47 
Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
Civil  War  confiscation  lawsuits  —  206.62 
customhouse  bond  lawsuits  —  206.52 
customs  lawsuits  —  206.57-206.58 
Fort  Ripley  Military  Reservation  —  206.32 
Fort  Snelling  Prison  Camp  —  129.21 
grand  jury 

dockets  —  118.56 
hearings  —  118.47 
minutes  —  118.56 
witness  dockets  —  118.57 
investigations,  of  U.S.  officials  —  206.26 
judicial  districts  —  118.45 
letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  — 
205.41-205.42 

liquor  sales  to  Indians  —  118.65,  206.34 
parole  system  —  129.10 
Sandstone  Federal  Jail  —  129.21 
special  investigative  agents  in  —  65.11 
Stillwater,  State  prison  —  129.10 
timber  trespass —  118.52,  118.65 
tuberculosis  in  penal  institutions  —  129.11 
U.S.  attorneys 

civil  litigations —  118.46-118.47,  118.51 
correspondence —  118.46-118.49 
criminal  cases  —  118.46-118.50,  118.51 
equity  cases  —  118.52 
internal  revenue  law  violation  reports  — 
118.53 

journals  —  118.54 
naturalization —  118.47 
precedent  case  files  —  118.55 
records —  118.3-118.4 
register  of  actions  —  118.50 
timber  trespass  docket  —  118.52 
U.S.  marshals,  records  —  118.3-118.4 
University  of  Minnesota  —  206.33 


White  Earth  Reservation  —  118.58-118.65 
Minnesota  State  Prison  at  Stillwater  —  129.10 
Mints  — 206.18 

correspondence,  about  employees  —  206.25 
Directors’  correspondence,  with  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury  —  206.25 

Mission  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Missions,  in  California  —  60.29 
Mississippi  River,  sunken  boats  in  —  206.33 
Missouri 

Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
Bank  of  Missouri  —  206.60 
citizens’  claims  against  Pottawatomi  Indians  — 
60.23 
Civil  War 

amnesty  records  —  204.8 
claims  cases  from  —  205.47 
confiscation  lawsuits  —  206.62 
claims  against  Pottawatomi  Indians  —  60.23 
claims  cases  heard  in  —  205.56 
cotton  seizure  claims  in  —  205.39 
customhouse  bond  lawsuits  —  206.52 
customs  lawsuits  —  206.56-206.58 
grand  jury 

dockets  —  118.69 
jurors  —  118.70 
minutes  —  118.70 
witnesses —  118.69-118.70 
Indian  trade  cases  —  206. 64T  (no.  69) 
investigations,  of  U.S.  officials  —  206.26 
Jefferson  Barracks  —  206. 64T  (no.  73) 
judicial  districts  —  118.66 
land  lawsuits  —  206.61 
lawsuits  in  prize  —  206.63 
letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  — 
205.41-205.42 

prison  sentence  commutation  in  —  129.11 
St.  Joseph  Board  of  Trade,  Commerce  Court 
case  —  60.93T 
St.  Louis 

deeds  cases  —  206.64 
marine  hospital  —  206.27 
St.  Louis  Clothing  Depot  —  206.33 
St.  Louis  Federal  Jail  —  129.21 
special  investigative  agents  in  —  65.11 
Springfield  Medical  Center —  129.11 
State  Industrial  Home  for  Girls  (Chillicothe)  — 
129.10 

sugar  cases  —  206. 64T  (no.  148) 
tuberculosis  in  penal  institutions  —  129.11 
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U.S.  attorneys 

actions  register  —  118.70 
correspondence —  118.68 
records  —  118.3-118.4 
U.S.  marshals 

expenditures —  118.71 
performance  reports  —  206.31 
records —  118.3-118.4 
Missouri  Training  School  for  Boys  —  204. 14 
Missouria  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Mitchell,  John  (Senator)  —  118.82 
Mitchell-Tanner  land  fraud  cases  (OR)  —  118.82 
Modoc  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Mojave  Apaches,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 
Montana 

Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
Billings  Federal  Jail  —  129.21 
Fergus  County,  Indian-depredation  claim  case  in 
-205.13-205.17,  205.20 
Helena 

assay  office  employees  —  206.25 
prison  facilities  —  129.10 
letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  —  205.41 
prison  sentence  commutation  in  —  129.11 
territorial  penitentiary  —  129.7 
Moorehead,  Warren  K.  —  118.58 
Mormons 

Justice  Department  letters  about  —  60.40 
see  also  Amnesties 

Moses  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Mountain  Meadows  Massacre  (UT)  —  60.40 
Muckleshoot  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Muochi  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Narcotics  laws,  violations  —  65.14 
Narns,  A.B.  —  118.35 
Nashville,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis  Railway 
Company,  Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
National  Bureau  of  Criminal  Identification  — 

65.7,  65.20 

criminal  identification  cards  —  65.25 
officials’  correspondence  —  65.3 
superintendents’  correspondence  —  65.21-65.23 
see  also  Bureau  of  Criminal  Identification; 
Criminals 


National  Currency  Act,  violations  —  206.21 
National  Training  School  for  Boys  —  129.18 
Native  Americans.  See  Indians 
Natural  resources,  public  domain  and  —  60.39 
Naturalization,  U.S.  attorneys’  correspondence 
about,  Minnesota —  118.47 
Navajo  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Naval  bounty,  Spanish-American  War  claims  for  — 
205.49,  205.53 

"Naval  Bounty  Docket  Engagements,  1899-1903" 
—  205  53 

Navigation,  regulations  enforcements  —  206.57 
Navigation,  Commissioner  of,  correspondence,  with 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  —  206.24 
Navy  Department 

Auditors,  correspondence  —  206.37 
correspondence,  with  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 

—  206.37 
Nebraska 

Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
claims  cases  —  205.56 
customs  officers,  lawsuits  against  —  206.58 
Fremont,  criminal  identification  correspondence 

—  65.21 

investigations,  of  U.S.  officials  —  206.26 
judicial  districts  —  118.72 
land  lawsuits  —  206.61 
letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  —  205.41- 
205.42 
Lincoln 

fountain  water  use  —  206.27 
fraud  investigation  in  —  206.26 
Omaha,  Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
special  investigative  agents  in  —  65.11 
tuberculosis  in  penal  institutions  —  129.11 
U.S.  attorneys 
correspondence  —  118.73 
records —  118.3-118.4 
U.S.  marshals,  records —  118.3-118.4 
Nevada 

Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
Carson  City 

courthouse  —  206.27 

post  office  building  —  206.27 

criminal  identification  correspondence  — 

65.21 

land  fraud  in  —  65.13 
mint  employees  —  206.25 
prison  sentence  commutation  in  —  129.11 
tuberculosis  in  penal  institutions  —  129.11 
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Nevada  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 
New  Mexico 

Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
Chinese  smuggling  in  —  65.13 
Civil  War  confiscation  lawsuits  —  206.62 
Lincoln  County,  troubles  in  1878-79  —  60.51 
Maxwell  Land  Grant  —  60.42 
military  government  —  204.29 
prison  sentence  commutation  in  —  129.11 
Spanish-Mexican  land  grants  in  —  60.42 
New  Orleans  (LA) 

Aetna  Indemnity  Company  —  206. 64T  (no.  1) 
Assayer  of  the  Mint,  court  case  —  206. 64T  (no. 
2) 

bonds  and  duty  bonds  for  suit  —  206. 64T  (no. 
15) 

contraband  cargoes  in  —  65.13 
customhouse  ownership  case  —  206. 64T  (no. 
102) 

customs  activities  in  —  206.22 
Custom  House  land  —  60.23 
deeds  cases  —  206. 64T  (no.  42) 

Federal  jail  —  129.21 
marine  hospitals  —  206.27 
Secret  Service  investigation  of  officials  in  — 
206.26 

Third  Presbyterian  Church  —  205.30,  205.47 
Yazoo  &  Mississippi  Valley  Railroad  Company, 
Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
see  also  Louisiana 

New  Orleans  &  Texas  Pacific  Railway  Company, 
Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
New  Orleans  Federal  Jail  (LA)  —  129.21 
New  York,  customs  officers,  lawsuits  against  — 
206.58 

Newspaper  articles,  for  Justice  Department  cases  — 
60.43,  118.18 

Nez  Perce  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Nightingale,  J.W.  —  60.83 

Nisqually  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Nix,  Evett  D.  —  60.112 
North  Dakota 

letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  —  205.41 
special  investigative  agents  in  —  65.11 

Ocean  Spray  (steamboat)  —  206.57 
O’Connell,  Maurice  D.  —  206E 


Official  Opinions  of  the  Attorney  General,  1 789- 
1857;  1869-1912  —  60.37 
Oglala  Sioux  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Ohio  Grain  Exchange,  Commerce  Court  case  — 
60.93T 

Oil  fields,  California —  118.15-118.16 
Oklahoma 

Braggs  Federal  Jail  —  129.21 
El  Reno,  Southwestern  Reformatory  —  129.21 
judicial  districts  —  118.74 
personnel  appointment  files  (Justice  Department) 
—  60.112 

Southwestern  Reformatory  —  129.21 
special  investigative  agents  in  —  65.11 
Territorial  Supreme  Court  cases  —  118.78 
U.S.  attorneys 

case  files  —  118.80 
records —  118.3-118.4 
U.S.  marshals,  records  —  118.3-118.4 
Oklahoma  Territory 
U.S.  attorneys 
civil  docket  —  118.78 
criminal  dockets  —  118.79 
Omaha  and  Council  Bluffs  Railway  and  Bridge 
Company,  Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
Omaha  and  Council  Bluffs  Street  Railway 
Company,  Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
Omaha  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Omaha  (NE),  Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
Opinions,  of  Attorney  General  —  60.36-60.37 
Oregon 

Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60. 15 
customs  lawsuits  —  206.57-206.58 
judicial  districts  —  118.81 
land  fraud  in  —  65.13,  118.82 
letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  —  205.41- 
205.42 

personnel  appointment  files  (Justice  Department) 
—  60.112 

Portand,  customhouse  site  —  206.22 
prison  sentence  commutation  in  —  129.11 
special  investigative  agents  in  —  65.11 
tuberculosis  in  penal  institutions  —  129.11 
U.S.  attorneys 

correspondence —  118.82 
records  —  118.3-118.4 
U.S.  marshals,  records —  118.3-118.4 
Osage  Indians 

Cherokee  claim  against  —  205.50 
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depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
lands,  Kansas  —  205.50 

Oto  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 

Ottawa  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Owen  River  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Pacanawa  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Pagel,  Edward  W.  —  205.13 

Pah-Ute  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Paiute  Indians.  See  Pah-Ute;  Paranagat  Indians; 
Piedes  Indians;  Smoke  Creek  Indians 
see  also  Pi-Ute  Indians 

Palus  [Palouse]  Indians,  depredation  suits  against 
—  205.19T 

Papago  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Paranagat  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Pardon  Attorney  —  204.1,  204.4 
annual  reports  —  204.8 
letters,  advising  the  President  —  204.5 

Pardon  Attorney,  Records  of  the  Office  of  the 
(RG  204)  —  60.9 

Pardons 

applications  refused  —  204.24 
cases  —  204.7 
dockets  —  204.17 

file  contents  —  204.14-204.16,  204.20-204.21 
file  lists  — 204.14,  204.24 
indexes  to  —  204.18-204.19,  204.22 
referred  to  district  attorneys  —  204.24 
correspondence  about  —  60.66 
denied  —  204.23 
granted  (lists)  —  204.14,  204.24 
Kansas  —  118.29 
letters  about  —  204.28 
for  offenses  against  military  government  — 
204.29 

petitioners’  names  index  —  204.23 
Presidential  power  of  —  204.2 
of  prisoners  —  204E 
prisoners’  applications  for  —  204.7 
procedure  for  —  204.5 
recitals  —  204.25 

recommendation  responsibilities  for  —  204.3 
State  Department  records,  abstracts  1793-1853 
—  204.10 


warrant  requisitions  —  204.25-204.27 
see  also  Amnesties;  Commutations;  Parole; 
Prisoners 

Parker,  Isaac  C.  —  60.79,  60.103,  60.112 

Parker,  L.A.  —  65.11 

Parole 

cases  —  129.14-129.17 
in  Kansas  —  118.20 

McNeil  Island  penitentiary,  hearings  —  129.31 
parolees’  individual  records  —  129.26 
system —  129.9,  129.15 
see  also  Pardons;  Prisoners 
Parole  Act  of  1910  —  129.4 
Parole,  Boards  of  —  129.4-129.5,  204.6 
proceedings  —  129.16 

Patent  infringements,  Court  of  Claims  cases  — 
205.34 

Patents,  in  Court  of  Claims  Section  case  files  — 
205.36 

Pawnee  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

"Payment  of  Expenses  of  Deporting  Chinese"  — 
60.79 

Payrolls  (1870-1907)  —  60.69 

Pembina  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Penal  institutions 

construction  and  maintenance  —  60.72 
drawings  of  —  129.25 
Federal  penitentiaries,  photographs  —  60.91 
holding  Federal  prisoners  (list)  —  204.29 
Superintendent  of  Prisons  —  129.4-129.5 
surveys  of,  Kansas  —  118.29 
tuberculosis  in  —  129.11 
see  also  Bureau  of  Prisons;  Prisons;  names  for 
specific  institutions 

Pend  d’Oreille  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  - 
205. 19T 
Pensions 

frauds  —  60.71 

Post  Office  Inspector’s  correspondence  (1881)  - 
60.74 

Peonage  —  65.14 

Personnel  records  (Justice  Department)  —  60.96, 
60.107 

applications  for  appointments  —  60. 102 
appointments  correspondence  —  60.98-60.102, 
60.113 

Assistant  District  Attorneys  —  60.106 
assistant  U.S.  attorneys  —  60.105,  60.106 
bank  examiners  —  60. 107 
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clerks  (law)  —  60.107 
endorsers  of  applicants  —  60.102 
judges  —  60.101,  60.102,  60.103,  60.115, 
60.117 

judicial  district  appointment  files  —  60.111- 
60.114 

relating  to  Supreme  Court  members  —  60.110 
Special  Assistant  Attorneys  General  —  60.106- 
60.107 

U.S.  attorneys  —  60.105,  60.107 
U.S.  marshals  —  60.104 
Kansas  —  118.35 

Philippine  War,  military  pay  claims  —  205.31(4) 
Philips,  I.W.  —  118.35 

Phoenix  (AZ),  U.S.  attorneys,  correspondence  — 
118.7 

Photographs  —  60.11 

California  land  claims  —  60.28 
Colorado,  from  U.S.  attorneys’  case  files  — 
118.18 

in  Court  of  Claims  Section  case  files  —  205.9, 
205.36 

of  criminals  —  65.18,  65.24-65.25 
Federal  penitentiaries  —  60.91 
from  Bureau  of  Prisons  —  129.8 
Leavenworth  penitentiary  —  60.91 
McNeil  Island  penitentiary  —  129.32 
Piedes  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Piegan  Indians,  depredation  claims  against  — 
205.19 

Piegan-Blackfeet  Indians,  depredation  suits  against 
—  205.19T 

Pierce,  Franklin  —  60.4 

Pima  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
Pinal  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
Pinkerton  Detective  Agency  —  65.4 
Pintado  Papers  (Louisiana  land  claim)  —  206. 64T 
(no.  112) 

Piracy,  letters  to  Attorney  General  about  —  60.15 
Pit  River  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Pi-Ute  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Place,  E.B.  —  118.35 

"Plan  for  the  regulation  of  the  missions  in  the 
Territories  of  upper  and  lower  California"  — 
60.29 

Political  radicals.  Bureau  of  Investigation  records 
on  —  65.14 

Polk  County  (AK),  land  frauds  in  —  60.90 


Polk,  James  K.  —  60.4 
Polygamy  —  204.8 

Utah  amnesties  —  204.2,  204.11-204.13 
Ponca  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Pope,  John  —  205.50 
Poplar  Creek  [Yanktonai  Sioux]  Indians, 
depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
Porter,  William  Sydney  —  60.42 
Post  Office  —  204.28 

Carson  City  (NV)  bulding  —  206.27 
contracts  records  —  60.74 
correspondence,  with  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 

—  206.36 

land  acquisition  for  post  offices  —  206.36 
lawsuits  —  206.36 
civil  dockets  —  206.54 
criminal  dockets  —  206.54 
legal  opinion  requests  —  60.36 
legal  opinions  for  —  206.49 
letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  —  205.41- 
205.42,  205.57 

pension  correspondence  (1881)  —  60.74 

postal  inspectors  —  65.3 

railway  clerks’  travel  expenses,  class  claim  for 

—  205.35 

stagecoach  companies,  claims  for  mail  delivery 

—  205.34 

Star  Route  frauds  —  60.40,  60.74 
Postal  fraud  —  206.36 
Kansas  —  118.31 
postmasters’  bonds  —  206.36 
Postal  laws,  violations  —  204.29 
Potawatomi  Indians,  claims  against  —  60.23 
Potawatomi  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Prairie  Oil  and  Gas  Company,  Commerce  Court 
case  —  60.93T 

Preliminary  Inventory  of  the  General  Records  of  the 
Department  of  Justice  (Johnson)  —  60.8 
Preliminary  Inventory  of  the  Records  of  the  Bureau 
of  Prisons  (Johnson  and  Everly)  —  129.6 
Preliminary  Inventory  of  the  Records  of  the  Office 
of  the  Pardon  Attorney  (Kerner)  —  204.7 
Preliminary  Inventory  of  the  Records  of  the 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  (Ulibarri)  —  206.8 
Prescott  (AZ),  U.S.  attorneys,  correspondence  — 
118.7 

President  of  the  United  States 

Attorney  General’s  reports  to  —  60.21 
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Justice  Department  correspondence  with  — 
60.39,  60.42,  60.47,  60.56,  60.95 
legal  opinion  requests  from  —  60.36 
pardon  and  reprieve  powers  —  204.2 
see  also  U.S.  Government 
President’s  Commission  on  Economy  and 
Efficiency  [in  penal  institutions]  —  129.13 
Priest,  Joe —  65.11 
Prisoners 

before  1895  —  129.2-129.4 
care  and  conditions  examinations  —  60.82, 
60.83 

Chinese  —  129.30 

convict  labor  for  public  buildings  —  206.27 
correspondence  about  individuals  —  129.21 
crime  histories  —  65.18,  65.24-65.25 
expenditures  on,  Kansas  —  118.42-118.43 
fingerprint  characteristics  —  65.19 
food  —  129.27 

forms  for  annual  report  (1888)  —  60.81 
General  Agents’  letters  about  —  60.80 
health  care  —  118.43 
health  conditions  —  129.11,  129.27 
identification  methods  —  129.9 
identifying  data  —  65.18,  65.24-65.25 
information  on  individuals  —  60.81,  60.82 
investigations  of  —  204.14 
mondily  reports  on  —  60.81 
name  index  to  —  65.19 
punishments  —  129.18 
records  of,  McNeil  Island  penitentiary  — 
129.30-129.31 
released  inmates  —  129.26 
sentence  commutations  —  129.9,  129.11, 
129.18,  204.14 

service  time  computation  mediod  —  129.24 
in  State  penal  institutions  —  60.75 
statistics,  McNeil  Island  penitentiary  —  129.28 
weapons  possession  —  129.18 
work  projects  —  129.27 
see  also  Criminals;  Pardons;  Parole 
Prisons 

administration  —  129.21 
complaints  about  —  129.21 
construction  —  129.21 
costs  —  129.3 
deeds  —  129.22 
escapes  from  —  129.21 
examinations  of  —  60.82 
food  —  129.27,  129.29 
inspections  of  —  129.9,  129.10 


maintenance  —  129.21 
prison  industries  —  129.21 
sanitary  conditions  in  —  129E 
site  plans  —  129.22,  129.25 
Superintendent  of  Prisons  —  129.4-129.5 
supplies  for  —  129.9,  129.10,  129.21 
tuberculosis  in  —  129.11 
unlawful  imprisonment,  Court  of  Claims  Section 
records  —  205.34 

see  also  Bureau  of  Prisons;  Penal  institutions 
Probation  system  —  129.9,  129.11 
Property,  theft  of  Federal  —  129.14 
Property  seizures 

Court  of  Claims  Section  records  —  205.34 
during  Civil  War  —  205.34 
during  Mexican  Revolution  —  65.15 
Public  Buildings  Service,  Records  of  the  (RG 
121)  —  206.9 

Public  domain,  natural  resources  and  —  60.39 
Public  Health  Service,  Ft.  Worth  Narcotic  Farm  — 
129.21 
Public  lands 

acquired  from  Mexico  —  60.24-60.27 
in  California  —  60.24 
ceded  by  Delaware  Indians  —  60.23 
claims  cases  —  205.29 
land  claims  —  60.24-60.27 
natural  resources  on  —  60.39 
purchases  for  fortifications  —  206.33 
timber  cutting  on  —  60.40,  60.42 
titles  —  60.14,  206.18 

Attorney  General’s  opinions  —  60.37 
trespasses  on  —  206.61 
Pueblo  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Pullman  Strike  (1894)  —  60.42,  60.51 
Puyallup  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Railroads 

Chinese  labor  —  60.42 

Commerce  Court  cases  —  60.93T 

Justice  Department  letters  about  —  60.40,  60.42 

land  grants  —  205.29 

land-grant  suits  —  60.32 

passes  on  —  60.66 

Pullman  Strike  (1894)  —  60.42,  60.51 
rights-of-way  —  206.24 
Randolph,  Edmund  —  60.2 
Rapides  Lumber  Company,  Ltd.,  Commerce  Court 
cases  —  60.93T 
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Real  estate.  See  Land;  Property  seizures;  Public 
lands 

Reconstruction 

Justice  Department  letters  about  —  60.40 
letters  to  Attorney  General  about  —  60.15 
see  also  Civil  War 

"Record  of  Land  Cases"  (1872-91)  —  60.64 
Red  River,  sunken  boats  in  —  206.33 
Red  River  Railroad  Company  —  206. 64T  (no.  121) 
Redwood  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Reed,  John  T.  —  118.49 

Reprieves.  See  Pardons 

Revolutionary  War,  claims  arising  from  — 

205.34,  205.36 

Riparian  rights,  damage  claims  —  205.34 
River  Crow  Indians 

depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
see  also  Crow  Indians 
Robert,  B.S.  —  206.64T  (no.  128) 

Rogue  River  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Round  Valley  Indians.  See  South  Valley  Indians 

St.  Joseph  (MO)  Board  of  Trade,  Commerce  Court 
case  —  60.93T 

St.  Louis  &  San  Francisco  Railroad  Company: 

Butler  County  Railroad  Company  v.  —  60.93T 
St.  Louis  Federal  Jail  (MO)  —  129.21 
St.  Louis  (MO) 

Clothing  Depot  —  206.33 
deeds  cases  —  206. 64T 
marine  hospital  —  206.27 
San  Carlos  Apaches,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

San  Francisco  (CA) 

revenue  agent’s  correspondence  —  206.25 
water  resources  —  118.16 
Sandstone,  Federal  Correctional  Institution.  See 
Sandstone  Federal  Jail 
Sandstone  Federal  Jail  (MN)  —  129.21 
Santee  Sioux  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Sauk  [Sac  &  Fox]  Indians,  depredation  suits  against 
—  205.19T 

Sauter,  Irving  C.  —  65.11 
Secret  Service  —  65.3 
agents  —  60.107 
correspondence  —  206.26 
investigations  of  prisoners  —  204.14 
see  also  Treasury  Department 


Secretary  of  the  Interior,  judiciary  accounting 
records  —  60.53-60.54 

Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Records  of  the  Office 
of  the  (RG  48)  —  60.10,  129.7,  204.8 
Secretary  of  State 

pardon  recommendation  function  —  204.3 
pardon  warrants  requisitions  sent  to  —  204.26 
see  also  State  Department 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
correspondence  —  206. 18 
legal  opinions  for  —  206.49 
Seminole  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Seneca  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Shasta  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Shawnee  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Sheepeater  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 
Ships.  See  Boats 

Shoshone  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Shoules,  William  A.  —  205.13 
Sibley,  Lake  Bisteneau  &  Southern  Railway 
Company,  Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 
Siletz  land  fraud  cases  (OR)  —  118.82 
Simpson,  B.F.  —  118.35 

Sioux  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  —  205.10, 
205. 19T 

see  also  names  of  subgroups 
Sisseton  Sioux  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 
Site  plans 

Alcatraz  penitentiary  (CA)  —  129.25 
of  penal  institutions  —  129.26 
S’klallam  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

see  also  Clamlan 

Slave  trade,  letters  to  Attorney  General  about  — 
60.15 

Slavery,  letters  to  Attorney  General  about  —  60.15 
Smith,  Jeremiah  Jr.  —  206. 64T  (no.  139) 

Smoke  Creek  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 
Smuggling 

cattle  —  206.26 
Chinese  —  65.13 
mescal  —  206.26 
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Snake  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Snake  River  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Solicitor  of  the  Court  of  Claims  —  60.30,  205.1- 
205.2 

case  files  —  60.31 
correspondence  —  60.31,  205.26 
see  also  Court  of  Claims 
Solicitor  General  —  204. 1 1 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  —  60.5,  206.3-206.7 
Attorney  General’s  letters  to  —  60.19 
lawsuits,  in  prize  —  206.63 
legal  opinions  —  206.49 
suit  judgments  —  206.51 
see  also  Treasury  Department 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  Office  of  the  —  60.3, 
60.4,  60.5,  206.1-206.2 
briefs  —  206.49 
case  files  —  206.42,  206.50 
correspondence  —  206.11-206.48,  206.38- 
206.39,  206.43-206.47 
with  assistant  treasurers  —  206.19 
with  clerks  of  courts  —  206.29,  206.31, 

206.43-206.45,  206.47 
with  Directors  of  the  Mint  —  206.25 
about  duty  bonds  —  206.44,  206.47 
form  letters  —  206.47 
from  Attorney  General  —  206.28 
from  Interior  Department  —  206.34-206.35 
from  Lighthouse  Board  —  206.24 
from  Marine  Hospital  Service  —  206.24 
from  Members  of  Congress  —  206.38 
from  Navy  Department  —  206.37 
from  Secret  Service  —  206.26 
from  State  Department  —  206.32 
from  Steamboat  Inspection  Service  —  206.24 
from  Supervising  Architects  —  206.27 
from  Supreme  Court  Justices  —  206.38 
from  Treasury  special  agents  —  206.26 
from  War  Department  —  206.33 
with  General  Land  Office  —  206.35 
with  Government  agencies  —  206.38,  206.41 
with  judicial  districts  —  206.41 
about  lands  —  206.44 
with  Post  Office  Department  —  206.36 
with  private  individuals  and  corporations  — 
206.41,  206.43 

with  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  —  206.17- 
206.18 


with  U.S.  attorneys  —  206.29,  206.31, 

206.43-206.45,  206.47 
with  U.S.  marshals  —  206.29,  206.31, 

206.43-206.45,  206.47 
indexes 

to  briefs  —  206.49 
to  case  files  —  206.42 

to  correspondence  —  206.14-206.15,  206.30, 
206.40,  206.46 
to  judgments  —  206.51 
to  lawsuits  —  206.50-206.51 
lawsuits  —  206.50-206.68,  206.63 
against  banks  —  206.60 
Civil  War  property  confiscations  —  206.62 
closed  cases  —  206.63-206.64 
customs  —  206.56 
post  office  —  206.54-206.55 
relating  to  lands  —  206.61 
on  Treasury  transcripts  —  206.59 
see  also  Treasury  Department 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  Records  of  the  (RG 
206)  —  60.9,  118.4,  206.8,  206.10 
Solicitors  General,  Senate  confirmations  of 
appointments  —  60. 100 
Sorenson-Hall  land  fraud  cases  (OR)  —  118.82 
South  Dakota 

judicial  districts  —  118.83 
letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  —  205.41 
prison  sentence  commutation  in  —  129.11 
tuberculosis  in  penal  institutions  —  129.11 
U.S.  attorneys 

complaints  registers  —  118.84 
precedent  case  files  —  118.84 
records  —  118.3-118.4 
U.S.  marshals 

correspondence —  118.85-118.86 
records —  118.3-118.4 

South  [Round]  Valley  Indians,  depredation  suits 
against  —  205. 19T 
Southern  Pacific:  U.S.  v.  —  118.15 
Southern  Pacific  Company,  Commerce  Court  cases 
—  60.93T 

Soudiern  Pacific  Railway  Company  —  205.29 
Southwestern  Reformatory  (El  Reno,  OK)  — 
129.21 
Spain 

Colorado  land  grants  —  60.42 
land  grants  from  —  206.61 
legal  procedures  (1813-62)  —  60.29 
New  Mexico  land  grants  —  60.42 
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pre-Mexican  War  land  grant  documents  — 

60.27 

Spalding,  Edward  B.  —  205.47 
Spanish-American  War 

military  pay  claims  —  205.31(3),  205.34, 

205.35 

naval-bounty  claims  —  205.49,  205.53 
Spoliation  Claims  —  205.31 
Springfield  Medical  Center  (MO)  —  129.11 
Stagecoaches,  mail-carrying  claims  —  205.34 
Standard  Oil  of  California:  U.S.  Land  Office  v.  — 
118.16 

Standard  Oil  of  California  —  118.16 
Stansbury,  John  —  205.13 
Star  Route  frauds  —  60.40,  60.74 
State  Department 

correspondence,  with  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
—  206.32 

pardon  cases  abstracts  1793-1853  —  204.10 
see  also  Secretary  of  State 
State  Department,  General  Records  of  the  (RG 
59)  —  118.4,  204.8 

State  Industrial  Home  for  Girls  (MO)  —  129.10 
States 

heads  of,  legal  opinion  requests  from  —  60.36 
Justice  Department  letters  from  —  60.39,  60.42, 
60.47 

see  also  specific  States  or  Territories 
Statistics 

Justice  Department  reports  —  60.39 
on  McNeil  Island  penitentiary  inmates  —  129.28 
Steamboat  court  cases  —  206. 64T  (no.  144) 
Steamboat  Inspection  Service,  correspondence,  with 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  —  206.24 
Steamboats  —  206.33,  206.57,  206. 64T  (nos.  62, 
144) 

Stillwell,  J.  —  118.13 
Strikes 

coal  strike  (CO)  —  60.45 
Pullman  Strike  —  60.42,  60.51 
Strong,  Frank  —  60.60 
Sugar,  court  cases  involving  —  206. 64T 
Sugar  bounties,  appropriation  deficits  —  205.34 
Superintendent  of  Prisons  —  129.4-129.5 
correspondence  —  129.9-129.14 
as  president  of  Boards  of  Parole  —  129.6, 

129.14 

Superintendent  of  Prisons  and  Prisoners.  See 
Bureau  of  Prisons 

Supervising  Architect,  correspondence  —  206.27 


Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 

appeals  from  Court  of  Claims  —  205.40 
case  papers  —  60.22 

correspondence,  to  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  — 
206.38 

opinions  of  John  Marshall  —  206.49 
payroll  information  on  —  60.69 
personnel  records  (Justice  Department)  — 
60.110 

Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  Records  of 
the  (RG  267)  —  60.10 
Survey  of  Federal  Archives  —  118.4 
Sutter,  John  A.  —  60.27 
Swayze,  Samuel  E.  —  65.11 

Taft,  William  H.  —  129.10 
Taxes 

corporation  tax  laws  enforcement,  in  Arizona  — 
118.8 

Court  of  Claims  Section  records  —  205.34 
Taxes.  See  Internal  revenue 
Telegrams,  Justice  Department  —  60.57 
Terminal  Island,  Federal  Correctional  Institution. 

See  Los  Angeles  Federal  Jail 
Territories 

Justice  Department  letters  from  —  60.47 
see  also  specific  Territories  or  States 
Texarkana  Federal  Jail  (TX)  —  129.21 
Texas 

abandoned  or  captured  property  —  205.40 
Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
Cattle  Raisers’  Association,  Commerce  Court 
case  —  60.93T 
cattle  smuggling  in  —  206.26 
criminal  identification  correspondence  —  65.21 
customhouse  bond  lawsuits  —  206.52 
customs  lawsuits  —  206.56-206.58 
Fort  Worth  Narcotic  Farm  —  129.21 
Ft.  McKavett  —  206.28 
Galveston  Bay,  beach  erosion  —  60.43 
Houston,  U.S.  title  to  property  in  —  206.27 
Justice  Department  letters  from  judicial  districts 
—  60.40 

La  Tuna,  Federal  Correctional  Institution  — 
129.21 

letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  —  205.41- 
205.42 

mescal  smuggling  in  —  206.26 
special  investigative  agents  —  65.11 
Texarkana  Federal  Jail  —  129.21 
Tom  Green  County,  land  claim  —  206.23 
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Texas  &  Pacific  Railway  Company  —  205.29, 
206.24 

Commerce  Court  cases  —  60.93T 
"The  Boise  Valley  for  Consumptives"  (Collister)  — 
129.11 

Third  Presbyterian  Church  (New  Orleans,  LA)  — 
205.30,  205.47 
Thomas,  Heck  —  60.112 
Tilghman,  William  (Bill)  —  60.113 
Timber 

cutting  on  public  lands  —  60.40,  60.42 
depredation  cases  —  206.34 
trespass,  Minnesota —  118.52,  118.65 
trespass  cases  —  206.34,  206. 64T  (nos.  33,  153) 
unauthorized  cutting,  Oklahoma  Territory  — 
118.78 

Tom  Green  County  (TX),  land  claim  —  206.23 
Tonto  Apache  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Topeka  South-Western  Railway  Company,  records 

—  118.31 

Tough,  W.S.  —  118.37 

Trade  regulation,  Justice  Department  letters  about 

—  60.39 

Trans-Mississippi  and  International  Exposition 
(Omaha,  NE)  —  60.60 

Transportation,  Justice  Department  letters  about  — 
60.39 

Treasury  Department 

Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  correspondence  — 
206.19 

circulars  —  60.87 
claims  records  —  205.8 
collectors’  regulations  —  206.48 
Comptrollers  of  the  Currency,  correspondence, 
with  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  —  206.21 
Comptrollers  decisions  —  60.87 
First  Comptroller,  correspondence  —  206.20 
internal  revenue  claim  compromises  —  60.61 
legal  opinion  requests  —  60.36 
revenue  agents,  correspondence  —  206.25 
U.S.  Treasurer,  correspondence  —  206.19 
see  also  Secret  Service;  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury;  U.S.  Treasurer 

Treasury  Department,  Collection  of  Confederate 
Records  (RG  365)  —  205.8 
Treasury  Department,  General  Records  of  the 
(RG  56)  —  205.8,  206.9 
Treasury  Department,  Records  of  the 
Accounting  Officers  (RG  217)  —  205.8 


Treaties 

Indian 

Delaware  Indians  —  60.23 
letters  to  Attorney  General  about  —  60. 15 
Treaty  of  Guadelupe  Hidalgo  —  60.24 
Trinity  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Tuberculosis,  in  penal  institutions  —  129.11 
Tucson  (AZ) 

residents  prosecuted  for  Indian  massacre  — 
60.40 

U.S.  attorneys,  correspondence  —  118.7 
Tucson  Prison  Camp  (AZ)  —  129.21 
Tuer  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
Tunstall,  John  H.  —  60.51 
Turnpikes,  Court  of  Claims  Section  records  — 
205.34 

Ulibarri,  George  S.  —  206.8 

Umatilla  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Umpqua  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Uncompahgre  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  —  206.28 
U.S.  attorneys —  118.1-118.2 
accounting  records  —  60.75 
actions  register 

Minnesota —  118.50 
Missouri  —  118.70 

administrative  correspondence,  Kansas  — 

118.29 

applicants  —  60.102 
appointments  —  118.4,  206.34 
assistant  district  attorney  appointments  — 
60.106 

assistant  U.S.  attorneys,  Kansas  —  118.29 
case  dockets,  Kansas  —  118.23 
case  files,  Colorado  —  118.18 
civil  litigations 

California —  118.15-118.16 
Indian  Territory  —  118.76 
Kansas  —  118.29 

Minnesota —  118.46-118.47,  118.51 
Wyoming  —  118.87 
commissions  —  60.103,  118.4 
complaints  registers,  South  Dakota  —  118.84 
correspondence 
Arizona  —  118.7 
Arkansas —  118.12-118.13 
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to  Assistant  Attorney  General  —  205.26 
with  Assistant  Attorney  General  —  205.26 
to  Attorney  General —  60.17 
with  Justice  Department  —  60.39,  60.42, 
60.47,  60.90 
Kansas —  118.26-118.31 
Minnesota —  118.46-118.47,  118.46-118.49 
Missouri  —  118.68 
Nebraska —  118.73 
Oregon  —  118.82 

with  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  —  206.29, 
206.31,  206.43-206.45,  206.47 
criminal  cases 

Minnesota  —  118.46-118.47,  118.49,  118.51 
Wyoming  —  118.87 

criminal  complaints,  Minnesota  —  118.50 
criminal  dockets,  Indian  Territory  —  118.77 
criminal  investigations,  Kansas  —  118.29 
examinations  of  —  60.83-60.84 
grand  jury  dockets 
Arkansas  —  118.11 
Indian  Territory  —  118.76 
Kansas  —  118.32 

Minnesota  —  118.47,  118.56-118.57 
Missouri  —  118.69-118.70 
instructions 

from  Attorney  General  —  60.20,  60.27, 
60.58,  60.62 

for  California  land  claim  appeals  —  60.27 
for  civil  suits  —  60.58 
from  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  —  206.18, 
206.47 

instructions  to,  Kansas  —  118.27 
internal  revenue  law  violation  reports,  Minnesota 
—  118.53 

investigative  work  by  —  65.4 
journals,  Minnesota  —  118.54 
land  fraud  cases,  Oregon  —  118.82 
legal  opinions  —  206.49 
pardon  cases  referred  to  —  204.24 
payroll  information  on  —  60.69 
personnel  records  —  60.105,  60.107,  60.117 
precedent  case  files 
Colorado  —  118.18 
Minnesota —  118.55 
South  Dakota —  118.84 
recovery  of  debts  due  the  U.S.  —  118.4 
regulations  —  206.47-206.48 
reports  to  Attorneys  General,  Kansas  —  118.24 
Senate  confirmations  of  appointments  —  60.100 
special  assistants  —  60.106 


telegrams  from  Justice  Department  —  60.57 
witnesses,  Indian  Territory  —  118.76,  118.77 
see  also  Attorneys 

U.S.  Attorneys  and  Marshals,  Records  of  (RG 
118)  — 60.9,  206.9 

U.S.  commissioners 

examinations  of  —  60.83-60.84 
names  index  —  60.49 

United  States  Court  of  Appeals,  Records  of  the 
(RG  276)  — 60.10 

United  States  Court  of  Claims,  Records  of  the 
(RG  123)  — 60.10 

U.S.  Government 

contractors  in  default  —  206.33 
employees  —  60.75,  205.34,  205.35 
neutrality.  Justice  Department  letters  about  — 
60.39 

property  protection,  Justice  Department  letters 
about  —  60.39 

rights  protection,  Justice  Department  letters 
about  —  60.39 

see  also  Congress;  Executive  departments; 
President  of  the  United  States;  specific 
departments  and  agencies 

U.S.  Government,  General  Records  of  the  (RG 
11)  — 60.10 

U.S.  Government,  Publications  of  the  (RG  287) 
—  60.9,  65.7,  118.4,  129.7,  204.8,  205.8, 
206.9 

U.S.  Land  Office.  See  Land  Office 

U.S.  magistrates,  names  index  —  60.49 

U.S.  marshals —  118.1-118.2 

accounting  records  —  118.42-118.44 
applicants  —  60. 102 
appointments  —  60.101,  118.4 
Arizona  —  118.9 
correspondence  about  —  206.34 
bond  forfeiture  docket,  Kansas  —  118.38 
civil  dockets,  Kansas —  118.37,  118.39 
commissions  —  60.97,  60.103,  118.4 
correspondence 

California  —  118.17 

with  Justice  Department  —  60.39,  60.42, 
60.47,  60.52,  60.90 
Kansas  —  118.33-118.34 
with  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  —  206.29, 
206.31,  206.43-206.45,  206.47 
South  Dakota  —  118.85-118.86 
to  Attorney  General  —  60.17 
criminal  docket,  Kansas  —  118.38 
deputies  —  60.90,  60.116 
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fees  —  118.44 
Kansas  —  118.35 
payroll  information  —  60.69 
examinations  of  —  60.83-60.84 
execution  docket,  Kansas  —  118.36 
instructions,  from  Attorney  General  —  60.20, 
60.62 

mileage  allowance  —  60.79 
Missouri,  expenditures —  118.71 
payroll  information  —  60.69 
performance  reports  —  206.31 
personnel  information  —  60.44,  60.101,  60.104, 
60.117 

personnel  records,  Kansas  —  118.35 
records,  Arizona  —  118.3-118.4 
recovery  of  debts  due  the  U.S.  —  118.4 
regulations  —  206.47-206.48 
Senate  confirmations  of  appointments  —  60.100 
telegrams  from  Justice  Department  —  60.57 
U.S.  Penitentiary  Alcatraz.  See  Alcatraz 
penitentiary  U.S.  Penitentiary  Atlanta.  See 
Atlanta  penitentiary 

U.S.  Penitentiary  Leavenworth.  See  Leavenworth 
penitentiary 

U.S.  Penitentiary  McNeil  Island.  See  McNeil  Island 
penitentiary 

United  States  Senate,  Records  of  the  (RG  46)  — 
60.10 

U.S.  Treasurer 

letters  from  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  —  206.19 
see  also  Treasury  Department 
University  of  Minnesota  —  206.33 
University  of  Washington,  Suzallo  Library  — 
129.28 
Utah 

Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
customs  officers,  lawsuits  against  —  206.58 
disbursing  agent’s  office  rent  claim  —  205.34 
land  fraud  in  —  65.13 

letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  —  205.41 
miscellaneous  letters  about  —  60.23 
Mormons  —  60.40 

Mountain  Meadows  Massacre  —  60.40 
personnel  appointment  files  (Justice  Department) 
—  60.112 

polygamy  amnesties  —  204.2,  204.11-204.13 
territorial  penitentiary  —  129.7 
tuberculosis  in  penal  institutions  —  129.11 
Utah  Commission  —  204.8,  204.11 
Chairman  —  204.28 


Utah  Penitentiary,  examination  of  prisoners  in  — 
60.82 

Ute  Indians 

depredation  claims  against  —  205.16 
depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
see  also  Muochi 

Vanduzen  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Vann,  Clement  N.  —  205.50 

Victorio  Apaches,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Waco  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
Walla  Walla  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Wallis,  John  C.  —65.11 
Wan  Shing  —  206.23 
War  Department 

accounting  records  —  206.33 
Auditors,  correspondence  —  206.33 
correspondence,  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  — 
206.33 

legal  opinion  requests  from  —  60.36 
War  of  1812,  claims  arising  from  —  205.34, 

205.36 

Warm  Spring  Apaches,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 
Washington 

Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 
customs  officers,  lawsuits  against  —  206.58 
Ft.  Lewis  Prison  Camp  —  129.21 
letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  —  205.41 
personnel  appointment  files  (Justice  Department) 
—  60.112 
Port  Townsend 

customs  activities  in  —  206.22 
fees  collected  at  —  206.26 
prison  sentence  commutation  in  —  129.11 
see  also  McNeil  Island  Penitentiary 
Washington  Territory  Indians,  depredation  suits 
against  —  205. 19T 

Washo  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Water,  fountain  use,  Nebraska  —  206.27 
Water  resources,  for  San  Francisco  (CA)  — 

118.16 

Watt,  Fred  A.  —65.11 

Weather,  at  McNeil  Island  penitentiary  —  129.27 
Webster,  Daniel  —  206.38 
Wedderburn,  John  —  205.14,  205.16 
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Western  &  Atlantic  Railroad,  Commerce  Court 
case  —  60.93T 
Whiskey.  See  Liquor 

Whiskey  Ring  fraud,  Justice  Department  letters 
about  —  60.40 

White  Earth  Reservation  (MN) 
land  allotments  —  118.61,  118.64 
land  fraud  cases  —  118.58-118.65 
case  files  —  118.63 
civil  dockets  —  118.62 
correspondence —  118.60-118.61 
reference  files  —  118.63 
land  survey  —  118.64 

White  House  Office,  Records  of  the  (RG  130)  — 
204.8 

White  Mountain  Indians,  depredation  suits  against 
—  205.19T 

White  River,  sunken  boats  in  —  206.33 
White  River  Apaches,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Whitfield,  J.W.  —  60.23 

Wichita  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Williams,  George  H.  —  60E,  118E 
Williamson-Gesner  land  fraud  cases  (OR)  — 
118.82 

Wilson,  B.D.  —  118.35 
Wilson,  P.F.  —  206.26 

Winnebago  Indian  Agency  (IA)  —  206. 64T  (no. 
162) 

Winnebago  Indians 

depredation  claims  against  —  205.10 
depredation  suits  against  —  205. 19T 
Winnepeg,  Salina  and  Gulf  Railway  Company, 
records  —  118.31 

Winnipeg,  Yankton  and  Gulf  Railway,  records  — 
118.31 

Wintun  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Wirt,  William  —  60.2,  60.12 
Witnesses,  Kansas —  118.40-118.41 
Woodson,  Daniel  —  60.23 
Woodworth  &  Louisiana  Central  Railway 
Company,  Ltd.,  Commerce  Court  cases  — 
60.93T 

Work  Projects  Administration  (RG  69)  —  118.4 
World’s  Columbian  Exposition  (1893)  —  60.53 
Wylackie  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 
Wyoming 

Attorney  General’s  letters  from  —  60.15 


criminal  case  dockets  —  60.35 

Johnson  County  War  —  60.42 

judicial  districts  —  118.87 

letter  carriers,  overtime  pay  claims  —  205.41 

Territorial  penitentiary  —  129.7 

timber  trespass  case  —  206. 64T 

tuberculosis  in  penal  institutions  —  129.11 

U.S.  attorneys 

civil  &  criminal  cases  index  —  118.87 
records —  118.3-118.4 
U.S.  marshals,  records  —  118.3-118.4 

Yakima  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Yankton  Sioux  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 
205. 19T 

Yanktonai  Sioux  Indians.  See  Poplar  Creek 

Yazoo  &  Mississippi  Valley  Railroad  Company, 
Commerce  Court  case  —  60.93T 

Yazoo  River,  sunken  boats  in  —  206.33 

Yohe,  A.F.  —  129E 

Yosemite  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Yuma  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 

Zuni  Indians,  depredation  suits  against  — 

205. 19T 
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The 

Trans-Mississippi  West 

1804-1912 


Part  II 


A  Guide  to  Records  of  the  Department  of  Justice  for  the  Territorial  Period 

Compiled  by  Robert  M.  Kvasnicka 

This  second  volume  of  The  Trans-Mississippi  West,  1804-1912,  identifies  and  describes  records  of  the 
Department  of  Justice  in  the  National  Archives  that  are  associated  with  the  American  West. 

Records  Described  Include 

★  correspondence  of  the  Attorney  General's  office 

★  records  relating  to  appointments  of  Federal  judges,  attorneys,  and  marshals 

★  dockets  and  case  files  documenting  the  activities  of  U.S.  attorneys  and  marshals 

★  case  files  for  Indian  depredation  claims  and  other  claims  brought  against  the  United  States 

★  various  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  regarding  prisoners  in  State  and  Federal  penitentiaries 

★  Presidential  pardon  case  files  and  Utah  amnesty  case  files 

★  investigative  case  records  compiled  by  predecessors  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 


Previously  Published 

Part  I:  A  Guide  to  Records  of  the  Department  of  State  for  the  Territorial  Period 

Coverage  includes  the  Territorial  Papers,  maintained  by  the  Department  of  State;  records  relating  to 
Presidential  appointments  and  pardons;  correspondence  with  departmental  officials  at  posts  in  Mexico, 
Canada,  and  the  Republic  of  Texas;  records  of  commissions  responsible  for  establishing  the  international 
boundaries  of  the  United  States  and  claims  settlements  involving  the  Republic  of  Texas,  Great  Britain,  and 
Mexico;  and  records  concerning  Government  exhibits  at  international  expositions  held  in  the  western 
United  States. 

Forthcoming  Volumes 

Part  III:  A  Guide  to  Records  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  Territorial  Period 

Describes  records  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  the  Forest  Service  and  identifies  documents  relating  to 
activities  of  the  bureaus  of  Animal  Industry,  Dairy  Industry,  and  Agricultural  Engineering,  as  well  as  other 
agencies  that  affected  agriculture  and  ranching  in  the  trans-Mississippi  West. 

Part  IV:  A  Guide  to  Records  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  for  the  Territorial  Period 

To  be  published  in  sections.  Covers  records  of  the  Secretary  concerning  public  lands  and  territories,  railroads, 
reclamation  projects  and  parks,  and  Indian-white  relations;  and  records  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
Geological  Survey,  Commissioner  of  Railroads,  National  Park  Service,  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  the  offices 
of  Education  and  Territories,  and  the  bureaus  of  Reclamation,  Mines,  and  Indian  Affairs. 
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